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j. III ;Yht,�<, wj.:s Hli!\' b<! l!ilie.J tRe Lakh2r Aut0!16mntl� Dj�!l'id iAL1hi;lll.�trihi'-jii iJt j'usbV'i Bul��, lq�j. (2) Th,',t' rul\"� �ll;jJ apply to the wh':iltt (If (hi;' Lakho'r AiJtnnum';,u� Dj�lr'il;t, 
(3) Tht,j' &hall ''C ni' intu fOrce at I)ftCIe', 

J, fh ihes2 nJle�. tlokss the cdritext otherwise requires - _. 

(J) "·\(�mi:ll�tr�(r'I·· meaL\S thio Adiililllsiri:l'lW of the Union icirilliiy (if "Mizikam apij·.IJlit",d b)' the; Fr",ich,t un(it"r anlCle' 239 of the Constitution; 
1.2) ··C,lIis;i:utt,·n" m.:ans the Constitution of In dia � 
13) "DepUty C.'J[lrI'ii��illj1L\r" hlt:'ails thJ Ol'put� Commissioner iif ChhinilUlpui District 
(4) "Dl�tri'o'(' IllcC.ns the Lakher Autonomous Di.s�rid; . (:5) "Di,,!rict CJuttciJ" m.:ans the District Council of til': LakhL'f Auhn\j.hlJu� Distnct , 
i6) "Ex"wtiv.: C"rl:i!lithi.:" fn�an� �h� bX<'l'Uliv6 Commi!t::e,.

of the L,�kher Oi�t.rict. Coum::d .:6mtltukd 
Ull(i('r the prCVI�Jons of the MIZ0ram Autonomous DI!>ttlct COlltu::Ils (Cdn�tdutIOIl and Cotlduct of BL', lne�s of the' Distr:ct Councils) Rul�s, 1974. and th':: terM "Chid BXE'cutiv� MenH'l"'" and "Mlln
bc�rs of Ex,'cl1tiv�� Cnmmiucc''' shall hf' coostrtied ac?cocdirlgly, 

(7) "Gazetk" m,'ans the Mizoram Galeh...;: 
(8) "High Cuurt"' lllean§ the Gl:1uhilti, High Court, Gauhttti : 
(9) "Schedule Tribd' m.:ans such 1"ribes ,is arl� snccifi.:d l:iv th2 Pn:sJ(krH of India tu(ler arhclt 342 

(1) of the Constitution as ni0difi�tl b)' law m;td..: by the Parliament fnlm time 10 imt, in so fai 
, as the specifilation Ilcrtains to Mizoraid, 
(10) "Village" mc:ans any area for which a Village Coubcil l� e.onstituted under j,�ctiorl :. :)f the Lakhef 

Autonomous District Council (Village Councils) Ad, 1974; , 
(11) "Village Cbuncil" means a Village Coullci1 referred to in rule 4; 

Note! -Any expres;.ion hot defined iii thesj:: ruleS but occuring therein, shall be deerrkd to have the 
sam� meanings in which they are used in the Constitution, or in the InJiao Penal Code, 1360, the Code 
bf Criminal Proeedurl!, 1973, or the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, as the case may be, iIi so fat' as they 
at'e consistent with th(: c,ircunlstances of the paniculat case or cases, 
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3. Except where the context otherwise requires. the General Clauses Act, 1897 shall apply for the inter
pretation of these fules, as they apply for the interpretation of an A�t of Parliament. 

CHAPTER-II 
CONSTITUTION OF VILLAGE COUNCILS 

4. (1) Every Village Council constituted under section 3 of the Lakher Autonomous District (Village 
Councils) Act, 1974 shall be a villase Council for the purposes of these rules. 

(2) The President of a Village Council elected under section 8 of the Lakber Autonomous District 
(Village Councils) Act, 1974 shall be the President of the Village Council for the purposes of these 
ruies. . (3) For the purpose of this rule. the District Council shall publish in the Mizoram Gazette a list of 
villages'. within its jurisdiction, 

CHAPTER -III 
CONSTiTUTION OF COVltTS 

) 

5, There shall be three Classe� of Court�, 'as specified below, in the areas within the District, to be • constituted by the District Council for the trial of suits and between the parties all of whom belong 
to Scheduled Tribes within �uch areas, other than suits and cases to which the provisions of sub-parag" 

raph S of the Sixth Sl;hedule to the Constitution apply-

(1) Village Courts � 
(2) Subordinate District Council Courts; 
(3) District Council Court. 

I-VILLAt1E COURTS 

6. (I) 'the Village Council for each village shall sit as the Village Court: 

Provid�d that when the Village Courtcil sits itself as a Court, the qourum to constitute a Court shall 
be as nearly as may be, One half of the total number of members of such Court, subject to the min imum 
of two. 

(2) The jurisdiction of a V illage Court shall extend to the hearing and trial of suits and cases 
ari!iing within the territorial limits of the village. 

II -SUBORDINATE DISTRICT COUNCIL caUins 
7. (0 "there shall b€! one Subordinate District Council Court at Saiha and another Tuipat1g. Each 
Court shail be presided over by Ii Judicial Officer to be designated as Magistrate arld to be ap pointed by 
the Executiv.; Comrnitlee with th..; approval of the Administrator, und liuch Judicial Officer shall also • 
act as Rc\;order of the Court : 

Provided that the Chief Executive Member or a Member of the Executive Com-nittee or any Member 
of the District COUllCil shall hOt be entitled to hold office as Judicial Officer and the Executive Committee 
Or any Member of the District Council shall not illterfere in any Judicial matters. 

(2) The Jurisdiction of the Courts at Saiha and Tuipang shall extend to the hearing and trial of suits 
and cases including appeals arising within. their respective territorial Jurisdiction as fixed by the Execu� 
live Committee. 

S, the conditions of service of the Judicial Officer in the Subordinate
'

District Council Courts and the 
staff appointed therefore shall be regulated by the rules or orders made Or issued as the case may be, 
in this behalf by the District Council under tule 16 of the \1izoram Autonomous District Councils 
(Constitutions and Conduct of Business of the DistridCouncils) Ruels. 1974, 

III-DISTRICT COUNCIL COURTS 

9. (I) There shall be one District Council Court for the District which shall be called the Lakher District 
Council Court. The Court shall consist of three Ju dicial OffIcers onc of whom shall be appointed by 
the District Council as the President and the Recorder of the Court. 

(2) Any two or more Judicial Officers shall sit together as a Bench and the District Council may, 
by order, invest such Bench with any of the powers conferable by or under these rules on a Judicial 



, 

3 Ex-291�1 
Officer and direcl it to exercise such powers in such class or classes of the cases as th\! Distri:t Council 
th,nk fit. 

Provided that ill case of difecence of opmion be tween the two Judicial Officers sitting tog,:ther as a 
Bench the case shall be reIerred to the thlIU judicial Officer and the opinion of the majonty snaH prevaiL 

10. The Executive Commitee shall appoint JudicIal Officers of the District Council Court. subject to the 
approval of the Administrator : 

Provided that the Chid Executive Member or a Member of the Executive Committee or an", Member 
of the District Council shall not be entitled to hold office as Judicial Officer and the ExCCUliV;� Commi
ttee or any member of the District Council shall not interfere in any Judicial matters. 

1 L The District Council Court shall ordinarily sit at Saiha. The Court may sit at Sitch other place 
or places as may be directed by general or special order by the District Council for the disposal of a 
particular case or cases or class or classes of cases specified in the order. 

12. The condition of service . of the Judicial Officers of the District CounCil Court shall be regulated by 
tt� rules or or(,ers made or issued. as the case may be, in this b�half by the District Council under ruk 16 of the Mlzoram Autonomous District Councils (Constitution and Conduct of Business of the District 
Councils) Ruics, lY74. 

CHAPTER-IV 
PQWt.K,) OF COURTS 

I - VILLAGE COURTS 

13. A Village Co un shall try suits and cases of the following nature in which both th(' parties bc:long 
to Schcdillell l'rib.:"s r,;sldcnt within its jurisdiction:-

(a) Cases of Civil and Miscellaneous nature falling within the purview of village or tribal laws and 

(b) 
customs ; 
Criminal cases falling within the purview of tribal laws and cust:lmS and offences of pel.ty nature. 
such as petty theft and pilfering. mischief and. trespass of petty nature. simple assault and hurt. 
alTront and affray of whatever kind. drunken or disorderly brawling, public nuisance and simple 
cases of wrongful restraint; 

Provi(!�d tbt the Village Court shall not be competent to try offences in respect of whi<,'h the 
pvnishmem of imprisonment is obligatory under the Indian Penal Code. 

£4. (l) A Villag.e Court shall not be competent to pass a sentence of imprisonment ill any criminal case. 
It shall have power to impose a fine for any offence it is competent to try, upto a limit of Ro;. 6;) (Rupees 
<;i.\ty only). It muy award payment in restitution or compensation to the aggrieved or injun:d party in 
a2cordance wilh the customary law. . 

(2) In civil case, a Village Court shall have power to award all costs, as also compensation to 
those ;;gainsl whom un-founded or vexatious suits and cases have been lllstituted befer" the Court. 

(3) The: fines and pttyments imposed and ordered under sub-rule (l) and (2) may be enforced by dis-
1.raint of the property on the offender. 
15. A Village Court shall have power to order attendance of the accused and the witnes�es to be 
examined in the ca�e and to impose a fine not exee ding Rs. 25/- (Rupees twenty five ani)) on any person 
wilfully failing to attend when so ordered. 

16. If any person on whom fine or any payment has been imposed by a Village Court fails to deposit 
the amount at ooce Dr within such time as the Village Court may allow. the Court shall report the matter 
to the Chid Executive Member for necessarY action' to realise the fine or dues insueh manner as he may 
deem fit unless the accused person gives notice to appeal against such decision. 

17. Where a Village Court is of opinion that the sentence it is competent to pass is insuffici::nt in the 
circumstances of the case, it shall, without delay, refer the case to the competent Court and that Court 
shall dispose of the ·case in accordance with law. 

18. Subject to the provisions of rule 30. an appeal shall lie to the Subordinate District Council Court 
from a Village Court within the jurisdiction of the Subordinate District Council Court eOl'lcemt:d. against 
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Imy order or j,�ntenci! in II. criminal !;DIll! or fifty ct�;:isIClfi in Ilny other ���e. prQvjd�d ttl!) IJ.ppep,l 111 pHI. 
fllrf\1I(1 Wj�hlt\ lixt)' dlly� of thO oYcli!:r lienten�� 11{, glhil!,I_Qn Qi- Uhl v'· IIIj'l �gJ,in ��lo'h\QUli1 ,11>' \nq� H�( 
ObUlitliJl8 �tlpiQIj Qt' thQ Onter pr �.:"i�IQh ftllpel1l!.'4 Rj!Wl8t, 'lM ::.\.l QfuimHtl PI�\r�t \.,�p..,14 ""O��, 
whil� h.-:arill� th� appe: .. .1 mliJr liitll'ifr "1';';'_!l� ttl\! "pp!f�l ",Wlf penna! III -or r�"QrQ" �H tn" �iio .. � Qf nvrj 
try Iho Oll_il tie ili,'lVI) � 

n� SUummlNATIO P!HRICr COl'NCll. eOUR'l'� 
19, Slive a� ()thi!rwi�e provicti?u in Ih� "Qn�t1iLlHon and in Ih\l�� r\ll��. Q Jud!�lij.t OffiC'l'lf g'ppgjnt�J. umiH rula 7 sh»J1 Qxef"i,'< I!.uro:h PPWr.l1'§. Illl. dctl\ne.\ in cnnpter III gf the C .... :i� gf Criminal Pn�I)�Rur@! p,oI73 
(At;i Nn 2 f'lf 1974) III mAy \'Ill ir,.w�te/..1 with by the }i;ll@Q\lti"Q· CpmD�ith:Q With th� irprgysl g[ tM 
Admini�tratqr. 

:'.0. Subnrdil1.&te District Cnui'icii Court shaH have ()t1¥if,al jUfigdli;:hlJlt lil �ll �Ultij and "as�g In y.'hkb 
bAth thi partio!l. do not fall within the 10caIjurisdictiOll Qf th� sam� \'jlJaglJ G�>urt, but Within the Bnl'.a� 
unde)' till? juriJ;/.iji<li{}rt of ih� Sul"h)rJti\kt� Diiitrlll*_ CQuncii C'-'11rt 3M 8JSO in Sluts and �ases retttHld 
to it by a Village: Court und�,r ruJ;l 17. 

21. A Sub{�tdill1HCi Llii:Ii'iat C>}U.''ldi C�i.irt shaH b� coii\p�h!lil TO lr:i �dJ iluit.t: and. "as'I� dr(�lng within 
its jurisdiction Qther than suits nnd cases rd'erred tQ in ruJ� :u, 
:Z2. (1) A Subtlrdih8.t� Disirid C(\uhaii trlurt shaH not bQ wmpet�n{ �) ir); N\.lits, and �list!s : ----' 

(a) t6 which the pruvisithls {if �tJb'1'aragraph (I J)f tlarll.grapli $ Q;' tit", SixtH SQhr;.dulol tl! thl' C:misll
tution apply, unh�ss the, O'urt has bpen authoflst'!d by [he Aa,uinistratflr to o.\erClse SUCll pow"r� 
for the tnal uf partilCulilj (lass Ot classcll of sult:; and easllS sp,"cjil€d in that behalf by th€ Admi' 
nistrahlr as required undu the said sub-paragraph (1) of paragl.\ph 5 0f the Sixth �choi!dulli!; 

(b) in which onu of thl! parli<is is a pt'rson mIt belonging teo Ih� .l .. nedul�d Tribes, 
(c) in n:�pcet of offenccs-

(i) undcr S<Jctidrt§ t:�.4-A, 141 and 1S3 of the Indian Ptiiiai Cod\-"l 
(ij) und�r Chapter X of the same Code in so far as th�y relate to the cotlJo:mpt of lawful authority 

other .han an authority cimstituted by the District Council ; 
(lii) of giving or fabrk::t.tihg falsd eyid�nc� as specifili!d in seclio .. 193 of thll game CoM irt B:rt�1 

cas,: triable by a Court other than a Court constituted by che District Council under these ruks, 

2. Unless spJcial1y empowered by the Adnilnj� trator by n'ltifkati -In in tl1:.o flai:'l .. e. a Suhdrdinntli 
i)istrict Council Court shall ntlt bd: cO'mpelent te exercjs� pow�r� in--

(a) cases relating to the s€cUlity for keepihg thd peace and goon bhaviout similar to those COntcm
plattld under section 107 of the Code of Criminal Pro(.:cdurl;l, J)73; 

(b) cases relating to the security for good, behaviour from person', dissemimJ.ling �t'ditious matter' 
similar to those contemplated under sectiort 108 of the samd Codl!; 

(c) cases relating to the security for gOod beha viour frem suspecl�d persens simil!!.r to those mn' 
templated under scctidrt 109 of the same Code : 

(d) cases relating to thc security for good behaviour from habitu;!1 offender'S .�imi�ar to those con" 
templatM uml�r sdctioh 110 of the same Code: 

(e) urgent cases of nuisattce of apprehended danger similar to thos,! contemplated under s�cti('ln 144 
of the same Code ; (0 disputes as to immoveable properly or the nature simii<u to that centemplated under section 145 
of the same Code: 

(g) cases in which a public servant who is not removable from hi,; office save by or with the sanc� 
tion of the Government or some higher authority is accused of any olienee aleged to have been 
committed by him while acting or purporting to act in the discharge of his official duty. 

23. (I) Suits and cases referred to ,in rule 22 shaH contirtue to be trkd and dealt with by the existing 
Courts until such time as the Administrator deems fit to inves� the Subordinate District Council 
Court with such powers by notification in the Gazette. 

(2) For the purposes 6f this rule "existing Courts" rnlian the Courts of the Deputy Commissioner and 
his assistants. 

�4. Whenever. there is any likelihood of brcach of peace or whenever a.1Y person acc!1�ed of any offence 
involving a breach of peace, or of abetting the same or any person accused of committing orimina1 inti. 

• 
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midation is convicted of such offence by an} Court of the District Council and such Ccu rt is of opinion 
that it is necessary Lo require such person to execute a bond for keeping the peace. the matter shaH be 
referred to the Deputy Commissioner who shall take necessary action in accordance with -aw. 

25. Whenever any Court of tbe District CouDcil is informed that -

(a) any person is likely to commit a breach of the peace or disturb public tranguijty. cr to do 
any wrongful act that may probably occassion it brea("h of the p�acc, or disturb the public tfangui

lity, 
(b) there IS within the limits of its jurisdiction any person who, within or without such lim ts, either orally or in writting or in any other manner, intentionally disseminates or attempts to dis�emjnatc, 

or in anywise abets the dissemination of � 

0) any seditious matters, that is to say. any matter the publication of which is punishatle under 
section 124-- -A or section lS3-A of the Indian Penal Code, or 

(ii) any matter concerning a judge which amounts to Criminal intimidation or defamat on under the 
Indian Penal Code, 

(c) any person taking precautions to conceal his presence within tht: local imits of such Cou 'fs juris
diction. and there ii reason to believe that such person is taking such prccaution� witt a view 
to committing any offence, 

(d) there is any person within such limit!. who has 00 ostensible means of subsistancc: or wl1'J cannot 
give a satisfactory account of himself, or 

(e) any person within the local limits of the Court's jurisdiction
(i) is by habit a robber, house-breaker. thief or forger, or 

(ii) is by h abit a receiver of stolen property knowing the same to have been stole;l, or 
(ill) habitually protect. or harbourl thieve. or aidA in the concealment or disposal of :itolcn property, or (iv) habitually commits. or attemptll to commit or abets the commlSSiOn of the offenc0 of kldnappmg. 

abducting, extortion. cheating or mischief or any offence pUnIshable under Chapter XII of the 
Indian Penal Code or under section 489-A. section 489-B, section 489-C or �;ection 489--D 
of that Code. or 

(v) habitually commits, or attempts to commit or abets the commission of the ofIen,;cs 111' olving a 
breach of the peace, or (vi) is so desperate and dangerous as to render his being at large without security hazardoLS to the 
community. the Court shall refer the matter to the Chief Executive Member for r�ference to the 
Deputy Commissioner. who shall. on such reference being made to him, deal with the case in 
accordance with law, 

26. In cases where in the opinion of the Court of the District Council, there is sufficienl ground for 
proceeding under section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, and immediate pre\e1tive or speedy 
remedy is desirable, such a Court shall refer the matter to the Chief Executive Member for maki:lg a re
ference to the Deputy Commisioner who shall. on such a reference being made to him, t;:.ke su,;h action 
as he c0n5id�r8 neceSlary under the said lection. 
27. Whenever a Comt of the District Council is satisfied that a dispute likely to cause a brea:h of the 
peace exists concerning any land or water or the boundaries thereof, within the local limits of its juris
diction, such Court shali refer the mater to the Deputy Commisioner through the Chief Exe�utive Member 
and the Deputy Commissioner. whenever luch reference is made to him, shall take SllC-: l action as hc 
cousiden necelsary under the law. 
,..,.., In Criminal cases the Subordinate District Council Court may, subject to the provisiOn> of the 
Constitution and of these rules. pass any sentence authorised by any law for the time being inforce. 
Whenever such a Court is of opinion. after hearing the evidence for the prosecution and the accused. 
that the accused is quilty, and that he ought to receive a punishment different in kind from, or ID-Jre serve 
than. that which it il empowered to inflict it may record the opinion and submit its prOlcedinfS to the 
competent Court. 

29. An appeal �nall lie to the Diltrict Council Court froDl lne decision of a Subordinate Districl Council 
Court in any case, civil or criminal. 

Provided that such appalJ are accompained by a copy of the order appealed agamst am a clear 
statement of the grounds of appeal and are filed within sixty days of the date of the crder. '�xcluding 
the time required for obtainioa It copy of the order appealed a8ainlt. 
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III-DISTRICT COUNCIL COURT 

30. Subject to the provisions of rules 32 and 33, the District Couned Court shall be a Court of appeal 
ill respect of all suits and cases tnable by the Subor dlUatc DistrIct Council Courts, 

31. (1) The District CoucH Court may, subject to the provisions of these rules. pass any order on appeal ,J 
authorised by any law for the time being in force. 

(2) The District Council Court may call for and examine the reco�d of any proceedings of the, 
Subor

dinate District Council Court or of a Village Court and ill.ly enhance, reduce, cancel or modify any 
sentence or finding passed by such Court or remand t the c:lse for retrial. 

32. (1) If it  appears to the District Council Court-
(a) that a fair and impartial inquiry or trial cannot be had in any Village Court or Subordinate 

District Council Court, or 
(b) that some question of law, tribal or otherwise, of unusual difficulty is likely to arise. or 
(c) that such an order is expedient for the ends of justi:::e or is required by any provisions of these 

rules or any law applicable to the case. it may order ---

(i) that any offence be inquired into or tried by another Village Court or Subordinate District Council 
Court; • 

(ii) that any particular case or classes of cases be trar sferred from one Village Court to another • 
Village Court or from one Village Coun to the Subordinate District Council Court or from one 
Subordinate District Council Court to another Subordinate District Council Court; 

(iii) that any particular casc or cascs be tralll!lferred to and tried before itself. 
(2) When the District Council Court withdraws for trial before itself any case from any Court. it shall 

observe in such trial the same procedure which that Court would have obscrved. if the case 
had not been so withdrawn. (3) The Distrcit Council Court may act either on the report of the lower Court or on the application 
of a party interested or 00 its own ioiti.live. 

33. (I) When any person is convicted of an ollence which the District Council Court is competent to 
try under these rules. and no previous conviction is proved against the offender. if it appears to that 
Court. regard being had to the age, character or ante:::edents of offender. and to the circumstances that the 
offender should be released on probation of good conduct, the Court may. instead of sentencing him 
at once to any punishment. direct that he be releascd on his �ntering into a bond with or without sureties 
to appear and receive sentence when called upon during .',uch period not exceeding three years the 
Court may direct and in the mean time to keep the peace and be of good behaviour: 

Provided that. where any first offender is ccnvicted bi a Subordinate District Council Court and 
the Court is opinion that the powers conferred by this rule should be exercised. it shall record its opi
nion to that effect. and submit the proceeding to the District Council Court forwarding the accused to, 
or taking bail for his appearance before such Court which shall dispose of the case in manner provided 
�_K 4 

(2) In any case in which a person is convicted of theft in a building, dishonest misappropriation. 
cheating or any offence under the Indian Penal Code punishable with not more than two years imprison
ment and no previous conviction is proved against him. the District Council Court before which he is 
so convicted may, if it thinks fit. having regard to the age. character, antecedents or physical or mental 
condication of the offender and to the trivial nature of offence or any cxtenuating circumstances undcr 
which the offence was committed. instead of sentencing him to any punishment released him after due 

admonition : 

Provided that. where a person is convicted of such offence by the Subordinate District Council Court 
and no previous conviction is proved against him. and thc Court is of opinion that the powers conferred 
by this rule should be exercised, it shall record its opinion to that effect and submit the proceedings to 
the District Council Court forwarding the accused to, or taking bail for his appearance before such 
Court which shall dispose _of the casc in the manner provided by ruk 

(3) The provisions of sections 121, 124 and 372 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 shall apply, 
mutatis mutandis, in the case of sureties offerred in pursuance of the provisions of this rule. 

34. Where proceedings are submitted to the Dist. Council Court under rule 33, such Court may there 
upon pass such sentence or make such orders as it might tave passed or made if the case had originally 
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�een heard by it and. if it thinks further inquiry or additional evidence on any poin: to be necessary 
1t may make such enquiry or take such evidence itself or direct such inquiry or eVldence to be made 
or taken. 

35. (1) If the Court which convicted the offender or a Court which could have dealt with the offender 
in respect of his original offence, is satisfied that the offender has failed to observe any of the conditions 
of his recognisance. it may issue a warrant for his apprehension. 

(2) An offender when apprehended on any such warrant shaH be brought before the Court issuing 
the warrant as SO?ll as may be within a period of t,:"cnty four hours of apprehension excluding the time 
necessary for the Journey from the place of apprehenslOll to such Court and such Court may either remand 
him in. custody until! the case is heard or admit him .  to bail with a sufficient surety contitioned on his 
appeanng for sentence. Such Court may. after hear mg the case. pass sentence. 

(3) A warmnt for the apprehension of an offender under sub-rule (1) shall orcl;·narilly be directed 
to a police officer but the Court may. if its immediate execution is necessary. direct it to any other person 
or persons. and such person or persall!: shall execute the same. 

36. The Court directing the release of an offender under sub-rule (1) of rule 33 shall be sltisfied that 
the offender or his surety. if any. has a fixed place of abode or regular occupation in the place for 
which the C.ourt acts or in which the offender is likely to live during the period named for the ob
servance of the conditions. 

37. (1) in a criminal ca5e the District Council or the Administrator may direct an appeal to be presented 
to the District Council Court from any order passed by a Village Court or a Subordinate District Council 
Court. 

(2) An appeal under Sub-rule (I) shall be presented within ninety days of the date of order appealed 
against. excluding the time needed for obtaining a copy of the order. 

CHAPTER-V 
PROCEDURE 

I VILLAGE COURTS 

38. A Village Court shall try all suits and cases in accordance with the customary laws of the village. 
39. A Village Court shall try all cases in open Darbar in the presence of the complaimnt and the 
accused and their witnesses. if any. After hearing both parties and their witnessed. if any. it shall 
decide the issue by a simple majority of votes and pronounce the decision as soon as possibl�. 

40. Except where a Village Court otherwise decides. only verbal notice is required to be given by the 
Village Court to parties to a suit and their witnesses for a fixed date not exceeding eight da) s from the 
day it is given. 1f a case be postponed. it shall be fixed for a day not exceeding fifteen days from 
the date of the order of postponement. and the case may be subsequently adjourned for a period not 
exceeding seven days at a time on good cause shown. The order shall be made known to the person 
concerned or to some adult member of his family. and failling this. shal! be openly proclaimed at the 
place whel"e he is or was known to be. or shall be communicated to him or any member of his family 
by a written notice, giving sufficient time to allow him to appear. 

41. (1) The full proceedings of a Village Court need not be recorded in writing but the :)ubordinate 
District Council Court concerned may require a Village Court or Courts to report its or their proceedings 
in any way which appears to it suitable. 

(2) Registers of all suits and cases disposed of by a Village Court shall be kept by the Courts in 
the fonn as provided in Appendix-I. 

42. A VIllage Court may carry out its deciSIOn or may, subject to the provisions of rule 55, order 
attachment of plOperty as soon as judgement is pronounced, but in no case the property so attached 
shall bc sold. if the party concerned claims to appeal within SIxty days. without the orders of the District 

CounciL 
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SUBORDINATE DIST. COUNCIL COURTS 

AND DISTRICT COUNCIL CQUR T 
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43. (1) In criminal cases the procedure of the Subordinate . District . <;ouncil Courts and ,th7 District 
Council Court aball. subject to the provisions of this rule, be In the ,SPII"lt of the C?de of. Cnmm,al Proce 
dure. 1973. 'lIO far as it ia applicable to the circumltanccs of the Dlstnct and not lIlCOnslstent WIth these 
rulet. 

(2) Whenever a Court constituted under these rules re�.]uires. in course of the discharg� ':If its func
tion'� the .erviccs of the regular police wbihch is at the disposal of the D, eputy Comm!S�l?ner. that 
Court may send a requisition for such services who will generally comply with such requlsluoD uoleu 
lac: considen the compliance to be not possible for any special reasons. 

, 
(3) Summons on any person residing outside the jurisdictJon of the District or on a person who doe. 

not belong to the Scheduled Tribes shalI be issued by a Court other than the High Court through the 
Deputy Commissioner of tbe District. 

(.) A note of the lubstance of all the proceedings in cases tried before them must be kept by the 
District Council Court and Subordinate District Council Courts in the form prescribed in Appendix-II. • 
In cases in which a sentence of imprisonment of !lot less than three months is imposed full Dote of the 
evidence and proceedw&s mUlt be kept. 

(5) There: shall be DO preliminary enquiries by regular or village police unless the District CaUDCiI 
Court or the Subordinate District Council Court sees fit to direct one. 

(6) Recognisance to appear need Dot be taken unless it seems necessary to the Dutrict Council Court 
or the Subordinate District Council Court. 

(7) Examinations and proceedings ,in the Subordinate District Council Courts or Di.trict COuaeil
Court &enerally fihall be in Enc:lish or in any ot the recogni�ed languages of the District. 

(8) it shall not be necessary to examine witnessell upon oath or affirmation unless the accused .0 
dClirel. It shall suffice iJ the District Council Court or the Subordinate District Council Court at tho .. 
commencement of any triaL informs the accused that. if he so requires. the witnesses will be put on oath. 

it ill however, at all times optional with the Court to put witnesses on oath or affirmation. but witDeilCl 
whether on oath or affirmation or Dot, shall be punishable for giving false evidence. 

••. In addition to such other Registers as may be directed by the High Court, the following RegisteR 
shall be kept in the District Council Court and the Subord,nate District Council COurtl iJ:I. the fOI'Ul1 
prescribed in AppendiJ.-m :-

(1) Register of petitions. etc. 
(2) Register of Crimea. 
(3) Register of Criminal casel dilPOlled of, ud 
(4) Reiister of Finei. 

045. (1) In all civil cases the District Council Court. and the Subordinate District Council Coura lhall 
adjudicate accordin,a: to law, justice. equity aDd &ood conscience consistent with the circumstances of tlle 
""e. 

(2) It shall be diJIcretionary to ex.amine witnesses on oath or affirmation in any form or to want dlea 
that they are liable to punllibment for perjury if they state that which they know to be false, 

046. Any Court before which on appeal in a civil suit is filed may. before admitting the appeaL order 
the deposite by the appellant of a11 reasonable expenses likely, in the opinion of the Court, to be 
incurred by the respondent in tbe appeal or may order security to be given for such expenses, and if 
the appellant be • judgement debtor. may ahlo order security to be given for part or the whole of the 
decretal amount. 

.7. In civil cases, the procedure of the Dist. Council COUlt or the Subordinate District Council Courts 
,hilI! he quided bv the spirit. but not bound bv the latter, of the Code of the Civil Procedure, 1908 in 
.. _RtII •• 1I1WM ..". ncepiled ealtomary law. or usages of the District. 
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48; . The decree of the appellate Court in a Civil case shall be transferred to the Court passing the 
angmal order for execution as a decree of its own. 

"9. There shall he no imprisonment for debt. except in cases where the District Council Court or the 
Subordinate Di�tri�'L Council Court is satisfied that fraudulent disposal or concealmect of property has 
fakeD place and jJl such Calle the debtor may be detained for a period not exceeding six months. 

SO. Any legal praditioner may appear in any case bc'r"! the District Cuancil C<'urt or the Subordinate 
Distrid C;undl Courts. 

Provide,i thClt in ca.�cs where an accused is not arrc�lcd, the legal practitioner Slall take previous 
p.:rmissioll (Ji tlk' Di.'!uict Council. 

51. Whc: nCI ... T. i:, the course of an inquiry, trial or othe!' proceedings under these n:ks befc,re 3,1)' Court 
It appt'ar that a commi,;sion ought to be issued for examination of witness whose t:yidcnce is n�cessary 
fdl' the el1l:s 0; justice and that the attendance of such witness cannot be procured withol t an amount 
·)f delay, expensc or inconvenience which, under the cirCEmstances of the case, wOlH be �nreasonable. 
$lJch Court shall apply to the Deputy Commissioner stating tlte reasons for the application. and the D.::puty 
Commissioner may cither issue a commission or re jet the application. 

CHAPTER VI 
EXECUTION OF SENTENCES, DECREES AND 

ORDERS OF EXFCUTION : 

52. (I) Wheneve r a Village Court has sentenced an oifender to pay a fine in a criminal ea�e or ha� 
passed on order [ur thc payment of any money by a p.-::rson in a civil suit the COl.'rt may. subject to 
tIle provisions of rule 37 -

(a) issue a parwana for the payment of the amount by the offender or the person cor'cerned, 

(b) apply, i n writing to the Chief Executive Member of Distr ict Council to realise the lImount by 
execution according to civil process against the moveable or immoveabk prc)pcrty ll[' b0th of 
the defaulter. 

(2) Where an application is made under clause (b) of Sub-rule (1) 10 the Chief '?'xL"cutiyc Me:mber, 
',h,' application shall be deemed to be a decree and the Chief Executive Member to be the: dccredlolde:r. The 
Chief Exccutive member or any officer not below tbe rank of an Assistant Revem,c: Offic{f authurised 
by the Chid Exccutivc Member in writing shaH get the decrec executed <-lccording j" rhe spirit d the 
('hle ('If Civil hnccdure. 1908. 

(3) In the ",\ cnt of non·recovery of the amount of the execution, t1le Chief [XC,:I [i\c flkmhc:r may. 
;1) an applic ',nlJl, mO\'e the Subordinate D;�trict (''''11'61 (\lllr( fN tiL' arre:.,i !!Ill ddc'11i,)n uf tht: 
()fkmkr or r.. l \( ,. (c.·'J..c··l'(l 1, ..:xecu'i 'I; "f 11, ('L_',' 

(4) WhcI1C\l:i .. 11 applic�'iot1 I� :lwei..: lmoe" suh"fltk (::I). the �aid Cou. :l1a)-' urd,'l tnr the: an'cst Hnd 

,ktention of the (llfendcr 0: l�:': r,:,."m e.)llc.;,-ue�; � .. , ;: L �las defaulted paymen1 elf finc', acc{lrciing to 

�he spirit of Ilh' Cnde (>f Criminal PTtlcedure. 197::1. 
:'i3. i, \ "ic:, , . , ll�� F'<lvis(OIl'l of rules 42 and 43 :1' .<"clb'rl1Ill.k Disc'<': �J11 : C,lllri (1 the Di�tri.:L 
Coune, "':" c.!� ',!':-':l ,'::U�c' a sent.:nce, onler or del.:re.: � .. s·.�·�: ;')} ,I, io be �· .. rr::: 11 1 C:;'CCI ir, accClfdanc.:: 
''!lith the p;Llc"durc. prcscrib;:d hy the Code of Cri mbal Proc,.::llln.:. 1973 or the ('(1 t' (f Civil Procedure, 
lY08, as the ca�e may be. rderence therein to the "Collector of the District'" being �'()nqfl!ekd as re
ferring to the "Chief Exceuti\'e Member of the District Coun ci l." 

(2) Every warrant for the execution of sentence of imprisonment shall be di rected to olfce:r incharge ... ;f (he jail  maintained by the Miznram Government in which the prisoner is to hi: c0;}TIncd tlu\)ugh the 
Deputy Commissioner. 

�4, Whcnc\,cr it parwana (warrant) is issued by a Court against a perSOil, W�,,) :' ,)h�'_'ond1l1g or i'> con·· 
(caling hin1�df in connection with any criminal proceedings, any pmpc.rty, n1<'vc�\h1e ,'r 111111,"\ 'abk be� 
�,�ging to him is liable to attachment according to the civil process prescribed in rule 55 of Ihe�e: rule'!, 
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ATTACHMENT OF PROPERTY 

55. r ;  1 Property, moveable or immoveable, belonging to the judg�mcnt debtor ovcr w1�ich or (lle pruiits oi J \\ h ,h '�.:: h:lS <l d isposing power which he may cxcr _;.<: ;-,lr h;:; Q,m h:ncrit, \,,-hcrc the �amc be held irr 
L:� I" -,'-: of the judgement debtor or by another !'Cr:'CIl in truot for him or in his bC'lwlf is liable tc. 
a<laLllillcnl and sale in execution of a decree 

Provided 11lat oniv those moveable and immoveable properties should be attachcd as are permitted 
by Tribal Cu�l()m. • 

(2) Nothing in these rules shall be deemed to exempt houses and other buildings (with the materials 
and the �itcs thereof and the lands immediately appurtenant thereto and necessary for their enjoyment)' 

from attachment or sale in execution of decrees for rent of any such house, building, site or land. jf 
themselves be subject of the suit. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of rulcs 47 and 52 the procedure for the attachment of the property 
shall be in the spirit of the Code of the Criminal Procedure, 1973 or the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908. 
as the case may be:. 

CHAPTER VII 
MISCELLANEOUS 

56. Whenever, any Court passes any order for the detention of a lunatic accused the District Council 
shall rder the matter to the Deputy Commissioner v/ho shall deal with the case following the spirit of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 and in accordance with rules made by the Government of Mizo
ram under the Indian Lunacy Act, 1912. 

57. No Judicial Officer shall, exept with the permission of the Court to which an appeal lic.� from 
his Court, try or commit for trial, any case to or in which he is a party, or personally interested. and 
no Judicial Officer shall hear an appeal from any judgement or order passed or made by himself. 

Ex,J/anafh,n : �  A Judicial Officer shall not bc deemed to be a party. or personaly interested, within 
meaning of this rule, to or in any case by n.�ason only that he is a Member of any Town Committee 
(or a Municipal Board) or otherwise concerned thercin in a public capacity. or by reason only that he 
ha� viewed the plae..:: in which an offenc� is alleged to hav� been committed, or any other place in which 
any uther transaction material to the case is alleged to have oceured. and made an inquiry in connection 
with the casco 

. 

58. Notwithstanding anything contained in these ruks and the Jaws made by the District Council unda 
paragnlpiI 3 or the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution. the Judicia! Officers of the Subordinate District 
Council Court. and of the District Council Court, as the case mav be, shall exercise such other funetiona 411 
as may he entrusted to th�'m from time to time by the Executiv

'
e Committee hy <J. n" ilication to dispOSt� 

of mailers falling within [I'': e(ompdenc..:: of the Executive Committee 0:, , i:�l<':' l� Ib provisions of any 
law mad..:: under paragr'.lrh 3 of the said Schedule. 

59. ( I )  The Pa\ 

REPEAL AND SAVINGS 

7 ·t! :100',' t\utonomous Region (Administration uf JustiCl") P.li"C&, 1�5 � , 'lCr:",y repeak.'tf, 

(2) Notwith;'c ... n." ill' �"J..::h repeal, all actions take.." orders maoc or {li':c':(ons giYen :.ll(l·:: lhe provi
sion� of the Pawi Lakher Region (Administration of Justice) Rules. 1 )54, �1'-\1l be deer. ? '  ... . ; be taken. 
mad..:- or given under the respective regard to any <Ie-lion, order or direction shall be in accordance witlt 
the provisions (If these rules. 
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APPENDIX - J 
( Vide rule 41 (2» 

" ! -- Register of Petitions 

L !),;' 
, < .  
3. 
4. 
S. 
U. 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
·6. 
7. 
ll. 
9. 
10. 

;-," : 1 , ::_' , ,[ I � '  'W"Af 
Sd,'c'l'[ Ilr' ndl tioll. 
i\,lIllC of t:c:kndam. 
n1k for hearine:. 
DJ�c of d i � !),\.,::tl Hnd how 
l'ddlli<ilWIl, ;"  the "ase may 

Name of parties. 
Subject of claim. 
Ikfore what Court tried. 

dispusaJ 
be. 

of, viz Decree for plaintiff or deer:::. for .j(.:fendant. or 

II --- REGISTER OF CASES 

I n  case pro.:ccded with expartc-whether notice on defendant is proved, or when: both ")t flU partie:..
arc pn:�t::!nt ur represented, that they are so present or represented. 
StaknH:nt of Plaintiff. 
Slalt.'lncnt of Ddcnctant. 
[vitknce for plaintiff. 
Fvidencc for defendant. 
JudgeHlent alld finding of the Court 
Onkr as w l-u�tS. 

111 - REGISTER OR EXECUTIONS 

1 ,  Date. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

.0. 
7. 

r\:liTI;: of (k,'n;(:-holdcr. 
r',,:llle or judgC:Incnt-debtor. 
J\a,liC pf properly to be attach,xl. 
I). ,C ,,!' js�uc ,A attachment 
[':":� 11 ,td l\lr �alc j and date to which sale may be postponed). 
p�. : ,' (1(' , : < I ; , j 'I.':lon ,')f decree by safe of propcrty or payment of 
I,'  ,,10:1'., 

amount dUl! Jtfl{1 Tt'-\:cipr .()f necra-, 
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APPENDlX-H 

(VIDE RULE 43 (4) 
CRIMINAL CASE : 

, Date-uf \Name of I report or I complai-
I I complaint I nant if any 
I , I I 

I I 2 I :; I 4 

Offence complained of. I Finding, and I Sentence or 
I in case of I other final 
I conviction n:a- I order. 
I ::tons there-for I 6 I 7 I 8 

_.-----

CIVIL SUITS : 

I 
I \ 
I 

; 
I 
I J 
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Nan le, pare�-
and tagc r�:Sl-

dence of the 
accused 

5 

Dale on which 
the proceedi ngs 
laminated. 

-- ----
9 

Sl. 
No_ 

Date of filing the suit. I 
! 

Nam� and address 
of plaintiff ( ,) 

! Naml' and address 
I of defenda nt (3) i 2 

C L A I M  
Particulars ArnOlJlh 

, 

T' .' , 
i , n o r , , ' ,  (' . 
! h e  C, :urt. 

3 

J. 
_

_ 

..::.4_
-
_
"-
_

-
_

"
_
,· 

n., t.: OL \Vl.;�h the proceedings ' 
It'rminakd, 

•·_-_-_-_-;.o�-_-___ -_-_"'L-_-_.;;f_J:.:.':�'-G�_-..:I�,_-:..·::I:::_-
_.:.7 __ -

_
-_' ',LI _-_-_ .• 

-
�- - , ._- - -

, L"""'. ___ ' 

j 



Date I 
I 
I 
I I 
I 
I 

S. No. 

1 --,-I ----,2 

Serial Number 
date and section 
of First Infor
mation Report, 
name (and if 
necessary) ad
dress of com
plainant. 

1 
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APPENOIX-I1I 
(Vide rule 44) 

I-REGISTER OF PETITIONS, ETC. 

No. of 1 
case if 1 
any, to 1 
which 1 

1 petition 1 
I relates I 
I 

Nature of 
DOCU
MENT if 
a petition, 
what for. 

I Name of I I petitioner I 
I I 1 
I 

I 
Address 
of peti
tioner 

I
I 

Remarks, 

i 

I I 
I 3 4 �-L��5��1�_6��L- '---

II REGISTER OF CRIMES (See rule 44) 
1 Date and I Offence, 
I time of I modus 
I oeeuren.. I operandi, 
I ce with \ cause or I phase of J object of 
I moon I crime, 
I and day I nature of 
� of week I weapons 
I 1 and im-
I 1 plements 
I I used. 
I I 
I I 
1 I 2 3 

1 Value I Reeo- 1 Names with : Full name 
1 of 1 vered. aliases, pa- I and " mk of 
I pro- l rentage, cas- I Investiga-
I perty 1 tes and resl- 1 tmg offi-

1 stolen. I dence of I cor, result of 
1 I persons oc- I case with 
I I cused or I name ofJu-
1 suspected I dicial Off i-

I I with full I ceranddate 
I grounds for I of disposal. 

I 1 suspicious I 
J I and cross I 
I I reference if I 
I I any. I 

4 5 6 7 
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---------; 
_ erial llu'J1ber of record. 

- � Name of J udicial ot1lCCf."""" 
-

w Register-of Cornpla'"i'nO"t,'--, ."o""r'cO""'fD"'c:-n"'c"'e----\ 
-- � J udicial Ufficer's C;ennal Register 

of Cases cognisable by the Pol;;:ic"e", ___ -:-_i 
- - Register of Unimportal1tC:"J.SCs I C/O , ·:ognisahL� hy the -"3 c1h::e in wbich � J. � I  'he FIrst il1formali'Jn Report i s  � 
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- 1 -

_�,c t arpl��ahk. �_.....,. r----I�,  ' ::::t itlal Older pa: .. &�d and detalis of ::l 
_ :=  ,:::nt:����: ____ " ______ � ______ � 

= R,�sult of nppe(l! or re, isio:l. -- 'I ._------, \  ! r:::.'�ated of decision. __ . ; 1- r= N :' ille of procbilJ)(;!j of/en(lers 
l '...-J '-wt 2Ft's1",d. I 
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I :;jinitials n( Officers mpcrintending 
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--- ---R E M A p·Y'S,------

I ,  

c -

tl 
(I) 
C3 Of 
Cl 
C 



Consecutive nunber in month 

:.....1 

"-' 

I �,umber of ca5e 
__

_
_____

_
__

__ _ 

I !rame of Officer imposing. 

! }:amc and plac� of ;'csidence of offender I '" I 
---- -------_.--- ---------- , - -1 

I I . 
. Offence and dal:� of sentence. i '.J I -- '- -1 

',
' 

0 I P�mount of fine. I 
---.---------:--�- II- · -! 

�·ub;tantive � I I 
: In d"f!lull of fine. I \ ' , i ! J , -; A mount remitted or written off �-l ,"Y: 

I , 
I -----,---,--;-;------------ I:-._�_' I i Dat8 (. ( issue of Wa'Tunt. ' 

' _ _  ., _I_--'-i 
! rr h,1 l3 to which issued. -----
t Leite cf return of warrant. 
, 1 _ __ ___________ • _____ • 

r .::: i 1 - i - , 

I := I , i 
I 1 

I Amount realized and date of realization. I 't-3 ' l�ala

_

nc

_

e

_

· 

______

__

_________ II�;-'Ii Amount
, 

p[iid lIno District Fund and date of 
p l)T1"'e:.:n:.:l::.· _________________ I�-·-1 

l S gruture or cas lier. 
I 1 ---
I S:gn,:iture of Clerk in charge or the Fine I �;: 

." �',) " j ,'" . I 
1 __ ' _' " _' 8.,,-' _

__
______________ , 

, - ,  1 ---'-: 

S ignature of Fin� Muharir of Court to which 
the �1Hry reJ<1tes -----

i �Jgl1,ltUl"C of J LJd �cial Officer. 
I 1 -- -
; Late on which the notice of realil:ltion of fine 1 is  sent to Jail. 

I : __ 1 I-�-

i �'-;-'nwhich the notice is recclvL:d book [ron:-I -- -' 1 J.til aft�r amendment of warrant. . �3 
1 --------------1 �=- I R=.� -

'" -� , 
;, 
c o  
() 
' 0  -, 
" 
)' 
() - , 

01 
,.- , , . 
[ 1  
Vi 

�-. 0 1  C 0 
, --C 
L. L. �, 

-
V> 

rn x , I 
10 
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I do hereby certify that the above bill namely, the Lakher Distric Council 
(Administration of Justice) Rules, 1981 was passed by the Lakher District Council 
in its meeting held on the 6th April, 198 1 .  

AND 

in authentication thereof, I give my signature this day twenty fifth of April. 1981. 

Date Saiha, 
the 25th April, '81 . 

Roma 
Lakher District Council, 

Saiha. 

Printed at the Mizoram Gavt. Press. Aizawl C 500 


