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PAWI AUTONOMOUS DISTRICT COUNCIL
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT LAW JUDICIAL BRANCH.

NOTIFICATION.
The 26 th August, ‘81,

NO. PDC/LJ-3/81/88-96 - In exercise of the powers corferred by section 28, reed with
subesection (3) of sectica 3, of the Pawi Autonomous District Council (Viilage Couacils)
Act, 1974, the Executive Committee of the Pawi District Council, ‘~ith the previous
up:proval of the Lieutenant Governor (Administrator) of the Uzion territory of Mizoran;
is pleased to make the following rules, namely :—

THE PAWI AUTONOMOUS DISTRICT COUNCIL (ELECTION TO VILLAGE
COUNCILS) RULES, 1981

CHAPTER T
Preliminary -

=

1. Short title, extent and commefncement :—

(!_) ‘These rules may be called the ' Pawi Autonomous District Council (Election
" to Village Councils) Rules. 1981._ E

(2) Tbey shall extend to the whole of the Pawn Autonomous District;
(3) Thkey shall come into force at once..



s‘

Definitions :- la these rules uoless the context otherwise requires,—

(1) *“constituency” means so much of the ares as is included within the Jumd;c
tion ‘'of a Village Council;

(2) **Court” means the Courts, except the Village Court constituted under the
provisions of the Pawi Autonomous District (Administration of Jastice)

Rules, 1974 ;
(3) “District” means the Pawi Autonomous District ;

(4) *District Council’ meaps the District Council of the Pawi Autonomous District;
(5) “election” means 8n election to fill a seat or seats in the Village Council ;

(6) *eclector” means 8 person whose name is for the time being entered in the
electoral roll ;

(7) *electoral roll” means the electoral roll as prepared by the Executive Com-
mittee uander svb-rule (3) of rule 3;

(8) **Executive Committee” means the Executive Committee of the Pawi District
Ccuacil;

(9) *Gazette” means the Mizoram Gazette;

(10) ¢ Presiding Officer” means the Officer appointed for conducting the clection
in a polling station;

(11) *Returning Officer” means any Officer appointed for conducting the electien
to a coastituency;

(12) **Village” meaos a Village or Villages declared to form a Villege Council.

CHAPTER 11
General Provisions

Holdinz of general election :(—

(1) All elections to the VYillage Councils shall be held under the provisions of
these rules.

(3) There shall be an electoral rool for every constituency,

(3) The latest electoral roll for election to the Disttlct Council &8s may be amen-
ded by the Executive Committee to omit those who have ceased to be residents

of the Village shall be the electoral roll for election to a Village Council :

(4) Tae Bxecutive Committee shall, by notification in the Gazette, fix the number
‘of seats for each constituency to form a Village Council,

- m———m



4. Appointment of Officers :—- -

() Tre Executive Committee shall appoint a Returning GSflicer, who will al
functior as Presiding Offlicer, and also Polling Officers, to pe:form the functions {4
eleciion to each Village Council ¢ _ ,

Provided that if a Polling Officer, ow'mg to ilicess or ot'er unzvoidable caus
i< .u-ble to perform the functions of the Polling Off.cer. ¢ Feturning Officy
muy appeitt apy person who is present at the rolipg statiox c’her then a persd
who .55 bren employed by or on behalf of or has been otherwisz werking for,
ci¢idrte in or about tac election to be the Pclling @fitcer, ccd inform tf
Exczutive Committee accordingly.
{2y 17 the Retorning Officer, who is also the Fresiding Off'::¢, cwing to iilness g
other vo.vcidab'e cause, is urable 1o perf rmm the said fuacticas, Fis {unctions shd
be puformed by such Polling Officer ss tas beco previously zutihorised by th
Execoiive Concmittee to parform such funcrioos.

5. Date of clection :—

Tie Exccutive Committee shall, by notification, ca!l uponthe crast'iuency concerne
to cicct the number of Members to be returued «rd shall also aypoint the date <
detes for such election in each constituency similteneously or ccesecntively, accordin
to convenieénce, The Returning Officer may, however, cause an  election to be he
o2 such dare after the date appointed by the Executive Committee i respect g
vy tonstituency as a special case when the appointsd daste cnoot be observed dy
v woi@ unforeseen ipconvenience .

rovidzd that the change of date shall be rotified to the constituency cornceras
by ¢ Returoing Officer at least seven days bafere tic¢ date ¢u fined for elect'ou,

€. bl e tion of the names of Members of Village Council :—

Yoe names of Mambers elected and of these noyminsted for tie verious Viliag
Courcils skl be published ia tue Gazette ss soon «s may be citer the election is ove

7. Filling of vacancies :—

(1) A seat or seats and a casual vacapcy or vacancies in the Villsge Council
Councils in respect of a nominated seat or seats shall be filicd by the Executiv
Committee by pomipation.

{2) A seat or scats and a ¢asual -vacancy or vacaccies ib ti:: Viilaze Council ¢
Counuils 10 respect of clected seat or s2ats shall de [illzd by b e<:lention,
8. Disquzlified Membcrs

Toow

5231 of avy Meaber found to be disqualified efter iis elec 100, may be declare
vicout by the Execmtive Committee ard ©illed urder the pravicions of these rules,



10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

Duties of Returning Officer :—

It shall be the general duty of the Returaing Officer at any Village Couacil election
to do all such acts and things as may be necessary for effectually conducting the
election in the manner provided under these rules and his decision shall be final.

Power of the Executive Committee :—

The Executive Committee may prescribe such forms as may be necessary for the
conduct of the elections,

CHAPTER 11}
CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION.

Quaslification of candidates for election :—

Any person whose name is included in the electoral roll of the constituency and
who i3 not otterwise disqualified under section 4 of the Pawi Autonomous District
Couacil (Village Councils) Act, 1974, may offer bimself as a candidate for election
to a Village Council and sbell inform the Returnicg Officer, in writiog, of his inten-

tion to do so by a particular date to be notified in this behalf by the Returning
Officer.

Scrutiry of candiditure : —

Tire scrutiny of candidature shaill be taken up by the Returning Officer in the res-
pective copstitueocy oo 8 date and time to be ootified by him,

Withdrawal of candidature ;—

The Returning Officer may accept the witbdrawai of apy candidate before the scru-

tiny of the candidature takes place and refund the security deposit as hereinafter
provided.

Security deposit, its refurnd or forfeiture : —

A candidate shall furpish a security deposit of Rs. 25/— to the Returning Officer
along with his application for candidature which will be refunded in the event of

the withdrawal of candidature or at the earliest date after the conoclusion of the
election.

Provided that the deposit shall be forfeited to the District Council if at an ¢lection
where poll has been tikea the candidats is not electad and the numbe: of valid votes
polled by him does not exceed oane-sixth of the total sumber of valld votes polled
by ali the candidates or in the case of election of more than one member at the

election one-sixth of the total number of valid wvotes so jolled divided by the
oumber of members to be elected.



Appointment of Officers :—

(!) The Executive Committee shall appoint a Returning Officer, who will al
furction as Presiding Offlicer, and also Polling Officers, to paorferm te fenctions {
cl=ction to eich Villzge Council @

va ded that if a Polling Officer, owirg to lllness ot siiue ursvoidable cau
is wn«ble to verform the functioos of the Polling Off;c;r, tte Returoing  Offig
oY sppeint sny person who is present at the poling statios other thrn a pers
who a8 been employed by or on beshalf of or has been ctierwise working for
cad'dzte in or ubout the election to be the Polling Ofvicer, zrcd irform
Ex:cutive Committee accordingly.

{2) I the Returning Officer, who is also the Fresiding Off ccr. cwing to illness
oissr ureveidable cause, is unable to perf.rm the said furciinay, His {unctions sk
be performed by such Polling Officer &s bas teen previcusiy autiiorised by
Exe:.cve Committee to pecform such functions.

Date of election ;—

. _Puiiz tion of the names of Members of Village Council -—

Tre Executive Committee shall, by notification. ca!l uponthe cozsiituency concerr
to elect the number of Members to be returaed ard sball zi:0 zppoint the date
dztes fur such election in each constitueacy simultereously or vorsesutively, accordi
to conven‘ence. The Returning Officer mey, however, cause ao olection to be b
- such date after the dite appoioted by the Executive CTo:amittee in respect

-+ sonstiluescy as a special case wken the appointed date ¢:zact be observed ¢
- some unforeseen inconvenience :

frovidud that the change of date shell be reufied to the constitnency coacert
by »¢ Re:uraing Officer at least seven days bafore tte dute oo fixed {or election

co pames of Mombers elected and of taese nowinated if:.‘.r tie verious Villg
Councils sas!l be published in the Gazette as soon &8s may be :iter the election is oy

Filticg of vacancies i—

() A seat or 'seats and a casual vacancy or vacancies in the Villsge Council
Councils in respect of a nominated seat or seats shall be iilied by the Execut
Committee by nomination.

() A seat or .seats and a casual vacascy ot vacascies in tie Vi'aze Council
Cousncils ia respect of elected seat or szats:sheil be fill:d by aye->izction,

D squelified Members 1—

Too seat of any Mew ber found to be d isqaalified after b1z elocied, may be declay
viciot by the Exscuniive Commiitec acd filled urder the provisioss of these® rules




10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

Duties of Returning Officer :—

It shall be the gzoeral duty of the Returaing Officer at any Village Couacil election
to do all such acts and things as may be pecessiry for effectually conducting the
election in the maooer provided under these rules and bis decision shall be final.

Power of the Executive Committee ;—

The Executive Committee may prescribe such forms as may be npecessary for the
conduct of the clections.

CHAPTER 111
CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION.

Qualification of candidates for election :—

Any person whose pame is included in the electoral roil of the coonstituency and
who is not otkerwise disqualified under section 4 of the Pawi Autonomous District
Couscit (Village Councils) Act, 1974, may offer bimself as a candidate for election
to a Village Council and sball inform the Returnirg Officer, in writing, of bis inten-

tion to do so by a partictlar date to be bpotified in this bebalf by the Returning
Officer.

Scrutiry of candidature :—

T:ie scrutiny of candidature shall be taken up by the Returniag Officer in the res-
pective coostituency on a date and time to be notified by him,

Withdraws) of candidature :—

The Returning Officer may accept the withdrawa! of ¢py candidate before the scru-

tiny of the candidature takes place and refund the security deposit as hereiaafter
provided.

Security deposit, its refurnd or forfeiture : —

A csndidate shall furpish a security deposit of Rs. 25/— to the Returning Officer
along with his application for candidature which will be refunded in the event of

tbe withdrawal of candidature or at the earliest date after the conclusion of the
election.

Provided that the deposit shall be forfeited to the District Council if at an election
where poll has bzen takea the candidate is not electad and the numder of valid votes
polled by him does not exceed one-sixth of the total number of valld votes polled
by ali the candidates or in the case of election of more than one member at the

clection  oce-sixth of the total opumber of valid votes so polled divided by the
number of members (o be elected.



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Election by symbol i—

Each candidate shall select a8 symbol out of those prescribed in tbe Appendix to
represent him in the election and e eicciion shall be conducted by symbol system,
If i ore candidates than oac selected s.rm.¢ symboi, the Returcinz Ofticer shall decidg
by lot to which of tuisz candidstes tae symboi will be assigned, The decision of
tue Returming @ificer is assigniog any symbol to 8 csudidete under this rule, shal
be {inat.

Preparzion and pubication of (12 list of valii cundidatss :—
As secn as may be, efter the scrutiny of tie cazdidatures, if the aumber of valid\
cand.dites exceeds that of the szats to bz filled the Rewurning Officer sball compile
a list showigg the mames of the valid csadicates and the symuols assigned to each|

candidate and puoblish it in the manier Le thuiks fit aad a poll shall be taken in
the manaer prescribed ja those ryles.

(I} When pumber of valid caodidates is equal to number_of scats :—

if the number of cardiates ib consuluer Cy equal to tte pumber of elected seat
to be filled, tbe Returnisg Officer shail forthwith deci r2 all such candidates to b
elected to fili those seais in the Viilage Council.

(2) When the number of vilid cecd.dates 1s fess tnat number of seats :—

If the oumber of valid cacdidaies is lcss thap the number of s:ats (o be fille
the Returniog Officer saell declere 8l such candidates 40 be eiccted to fill as many
of tiose seats and tre Executive Commwiitee skail, by notlfic.tion. call upou th
constitueacy to elect 8 perscw or perzons to fill the remaining seat or seats, as the

casc m:y be, witain such timic as may be spec.fied ia the rotif.cation.

CHAPTER 1V
Voting
Arrapgement of voting t—
Trere shall be only ose poilisg st=t'cn for each coesiituency. The Retursing Officer
or any officer appoinied by him shall mske il f
the elsction.

Election ageut :—
Oce election agent cof a cardidate, appoiated in writing and submitted to the Retus-

ning Officer, shall be admissible into the polling booth in the case of the candidate
absenting blmself from the polling station.

No vote by proxy :—

Every voter shall record his/her vote at the polling booth by him/herself only and
no votes hy proxy or otherwi:c shall be accepted.



21,

Hours of poll :—
The Returning Officer shall fix the hours for poliing.

' 22. Ballot boxes :—

23.

24,
- Each voter shall record Lis vote/vetes by dropping only one ballot paper in each

Just before polling is started the empty ballot boxes with their respective symbols
and cames of the candidates fixed of tnci, shzll be shown to the persons present
at the polling station. The ballot boxes will then be closed by pasting with an
adhesive and wax sesling device.

.Ballot paper :(—

Each votes shall be given as many Oozliot papers &s tkere are elected seats; The
Executive Committee may direct that tefore the ballot papers are delivered to a
voter at a polliog station, such official marks as may be specified in this bebhalf,
shall be given on the ballot papers and the official mark so specified shall be
kept secret,

Record of vote :—

box containing the symbol assigned to tte candidzie/candidates of his choice :

Provided that if for any reason, a voter does pot wact to use kis ballot paper/
papers. the voter concerned must return the same which shalt be cancelled and
marked *refused” on the counterfoil/ couuterfoils :

Provided further that if an elector gives more thin ore vote to any ore candi-
date, then at the time of counticg of voies, rot more than oue of the votes given
by him to such cardidate, sheli te tekew i:f0 accourt acd ell other votes given by
him to such candidate, skall be rejscted as void.

25. Helping a voter :—

If owing to blindness or other infirmity, ~ voter is unable to read the symbol oo the
ballot box or is physically iacapable of nutting the batlot pz2per into the ballot box,
the Presiding Ofticer of the pollisg staticn skell enter the polling compartment with
such voter, ascertain from the voter the caundidate or candidates he decires to vote
for and shall put the ballot papers in tte bellct box or bexes of such cerdidate or
candidates in accordance with the wiskes of such voter. The Presiding Officer shall
bave this done with as much secrecy as is possible and shall keep 8 record of
such instances. |

26. Spoilt ballot parper :—

If a ballot paper happens to be spoilt before it is used due to any reason, another
ballot paper may be obtained surrendering the spoilt ballot paper which shall be
cancelled with its counterfoil. _ '



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32,

- zod such persoas as the Returming Officer may have appoizted to assist him int

Suspension of votigg :- -
If due to any reasop beyond coutrcl, the poliiag of votes has to be stopped resultin
10 the dispersion of the voters szd the <caadidates and the clection officers withi
the Gours prescribed aod before ail toc voters bave poiled, the poiiing shall
suspcaded amnd ballot boxes closzd by p:s:iing with an ada:sive and wax seali
device till they are re-opeasd wheoa poil ag i3 contiaued as decid:d by the seai
most clection Officer preszat.

Closizg batlot boxes afrer poll :-—
As soon as practicabic sfier the closure of thwe poll, the Presiding Officer shall, i
the preseace of the candidates or their az:rts who may be present, close the bzl
bovss and seail them, aod shall retain tac bil'ot boxes ia s.fe costody uatil t
commencement of the counting of votes.

CHAPTER V
Counting of Vores

¢

Couniing of votes :—
Courting of votes shall be teken up 2s sooad as possibie after the close of the po
and t-2 Rewurning Officer shall inform the date, place and ti'ne o’ counting to t
cancidstes or their electior ageats. The Returning Officer may appo'nt any pers
Or p:crsons as m2y be aecessary to assist hiz in the counting of votes.

Authorised persons at the counting of votes -—
No persoa shall be #llowed to bz present at the counting of votes except the ca
didate or his election agent where the candidate is absent 2rd the Retuinisg Offic

countiag of vote,

Guspension of cousting of votes 1 —
If due 10 auy preson bevon controly tie counticg of votes has to be delayed for an
period resulting io the di:persion of the c:ndidates and tie election st2ff from t
booth or the place appoioted in its stead, the bailot boxes shiil be closed by pasti

with an adhesive and wasealing device. The boxes shall be reopeced at the ne
countin of votes.

Equality of votes :—

Io the case of equality of votes the Returnisg Officer shall decide membershi
between those candidates by drawing lots.

. Publication of election result :—

The list of candidates elect shall be published in the Gazette,



34.

Kh N

36.

37.
(1)

)

CHAPIER VI

Eiection Pet.ucuos

Submissict of clection petiticns s

A petition challengiag the vaiidity of any clection mey be submitied by a candidate
and Do ope olse to the Exccutive (omauites or kny cilicor «ppointed by it for the
purpose, within thirty days of tte decizzition ofthe  election resulis by tue Returning
Officer of the copstitvercy cercercey, zitacking 12 the peution, ¢n eificial receipt
of the District Councit szowiag et @ Gopose of  Ks. 5U/+ s secunuty for the cost
of heering of the petition kes been @ede. duck deposn sicll be ferfeited to the
District Council in case the peifien faws. L newever;  twe petitica  suceeds, the
deposit shali be refondea,

Witadrawsl of elestios potitioa i —

If ap election petition 1s witharawn  witkin i4 {fourtegn) days from the date of filing
the security deposit snell e refunded, il an elvase ucttien i1s withdrswno after 14
(fouriesn) days froin 1oe date of iiling, tbe sceurny deposit skail be forfeited to the
District Council,

Disposal of clection pziition :—

The Exceutive Commitiee skili constinin wn eleuiisi (ribunsd to besr sed dispose of
all election petitions. Tee tribvtiocal 5. ¢+ rpost bis ficdiags and decisios to the
Exeutive Committes, whercupoas e EXcuwve Loi.piiee siacll noiify tue decision of
the triounal.

TnAPICA Vii
, Cofrupt Fraduces

Corrupt przctices i—
Tne following shall be deinsed 15 be corrupt practices fur the purposes of election
to the Village Couacii :—

(1) Bribery; (i) Uzdue 1ofluence; (iai) Personztion

(iv) Removal of bzllot paper; (v) Publicatious cf false statement,

(vi) Use of, or zppeal to religious sod nzionil symbols as defined io
Chapter 1X of PBart IV of tke Mizorara Auionomous District Councils
(Constitution and Coanduct of Business of District Councils) Rules, 1974,

The corrupt practices enumerated i stub-rele (1) will entail disqualification for a
voter or candidate or iiis ggent, as the cuse may be.



38,

39.

40.

4],

42.

43,

—g_

CHAP’ﬁ!‘R VIt
Elect&f&i"ﬁﬁe&cee

Public meeting :—

No person shall convene, bold, or participmse:io, sny public meeting or. gonypss for

self or for any candidate on the date on which pall is taken for clectipn. 10 Village
Councils.

Maintenance of secrecy :—

Every officer, clerk or agent or other pemmrwhp pcxvforms any duty in (,pmecnpn withi
the recording or counting of votes at en el¢rijpp.shall maintaia the secrecy of the > voting.

Prohibition of interference while pollmg s

No person shall interfere in apy way with the work of the Retwroing O&'lcer or
other officers employed for the conduct of elections’to Village Councils,

Contravention of any provisions :(—

Apy person who contravenes any of the provisions of rules 38 to 40 shall be puni-
shable vith fine which may extend to five huadred rupees,

.CHAPTER IX
Power of Returoing Officer

No civil court shall have jurisdiction to questioc tte legalit of amy :ction taken or

of any decision given by tte Returning Off.cer or by any other person appoiated
under these rules in connection with an election.

CHAPTER X
Repeal

Repeal and Savings .—

(1) The Pawi-Lakber Regiocnal Council (Electios to Village Councils) Rules, 1955
are hercby repealed.

(2) Notmthstandlng such repea); any action taken or procccd)ngs made under those

rules shall, in so far as it.is not iuconsistant with the . .provisions of these rules, be
deemed to have been taken or made undsr these rules.




1
2.
3
4'
s,
6.

Axo
Cat
Cook
Dog
Hat

Laatern

—10—

APPENDIX
List of Symbols
(Under rule 15)

9. Muize.
10, Mug
11, Necklace
12, Pot

« 13. Pumkin

14, Spoon
15. Umbrella.

( HRANGHLUTA)

Chief Executive Member,
Pawl District Council, Lawagtlal.
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