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NOT IF IC AT ION

No. C. 18014{1{83- HMJ . the 24th July. 1986. Whereas it has been found that the
pro vision for remission as con ta ined in Chanter XIX of the Assam Ja il Manual
which is applicable to Mizoram is not adequate to cover various cases of remis
sions of sentences which a re to be sanctioned to the convicts by the Government
of Mizo ram.

Now, therefore , Lt. Governor 'Administrato r) of Mizora m, in exercise of the
powers under provisions of 59 (5) of the Prisons Act 1&94. of the Assam Jail Ma
nua l, is pleased to amend the said Manual as applicable in Mizoram a s. follows r-

REMISSI O N SYSTEM

• I. (I ) These rules may be called the Assam Jail Manual as applicab le in Mizo-
ram (Amendment) Rules, 1985.

(2) They shall have the like extent as Assam Jail Manual [hereinafter re
ferred to as the principa l Ru les) as applicable in Nizoram,

(3) They shall come into force at once.

2. In the principal rules chapter XIX und er the capti on. remission system,
appea ring in rules, the following shall be substituted ; na mely

ll EM I SSI0~ SYSTEM
DEFINITIONS :

(i) "Remission' means a concession granted In Prisoners with a view to
shortening their sentences. It is concession and can not be trea ted or clai 
med as a right.
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(ii) "P rison er" includes a person committed to Prison in default of furn ish 
ing security to keep the peace or be of good behaviour, a nd also an
ex-milita ry person convicted by a Court Martial .

(iii)

{iv}

{v]

(vi)

" Sentence" means a sen tence as fina lly fixed On ap peal or remission or
ot he rwise a nd includes an aggregate of more sentences than one an orde r
or committ al to prison in default of furni shing securit y 10 keep the peace
or be of good behaviour .

" Life Sentence" shall be reckoned as twenty years fo r purposes of calcu
lation of remission (vide section 57, India n Penal Code). Tn t he case of a
Prisoner having more tha n one life sentence, twenty years sha ll be treated
as the tot al of his sen ten ces for the purpose of cal culating remission.
G rant of remission to a life convict shall not mean au ual remission in
his sentence. When his case \!,.'iII be examined by the Review Board, th e
remission to hi s credit will be one of the factors on the basis of which
the rev.cw of his sentence will be done.
"Transportation for life" sha ll be const rued as "I mprisonment for life" .

" Govern ment" means the Government of Mizor arn.

3. KI N DS OF REM ISSION

Remission may be of the following kinds, that is to say

(3) O rdinary Remission.
(b) Annual Good Co nduct Remission.
(c) Spec ial Remi ssion and
(d) Sta le Remission.

4. OR DINARY REM ISS ION

(a) T he Superintendent or any oth er Offlcer empowered by th e Superinten
dent on his beha lf shall be the authority to gra nt ordina ry remrn issio n.

•

.,

(b) The grant of remission sha ll be mad e
rr.entioned in Su b-Rule (a) abo ve.

5. ELlGlBll.lTY

every month by t he authori ties

The following. Prisoners will be eligible for ea rning ordina ry rernmission
(a ) Non -habitual Prisoners having a substantive sentence of three or more

months.

(b) Prison ers sentenced to simple Imprisonment of less
and who volunteer to work an d ac tu ally work.

tha n th rc cmonths

(c) Pr isoners undergoing imprisonment (whether simple or ngorous) irrespec
tive of the length of. imprisonment, whether substan tive o r in lieu of
pay ment of fin e, who -rre working on conservancy jobs.
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(d) Prisoners un derg oing imprisonme nt in lieu of f'i ue which immediately
follows and is in continuation of the sentence which makes the pr isone r
othe r-wise eligible to remissicn.

(e) Ex- military Prisoners convicted by court mart ial.

(f) Habitual Prisoners having substanti ve sentence of rigorous : 1~ 1:" sonment
of 6 months and more.

(g) Habitual Prisoners sentenced to sim ple imprisonment who volunteer to
work and ac tually work and whose unexpired portion of sentence on the
date they so volunteer to work is 6 mon ths or more .

6. NON-ELIG IBILITY:-

Ordin ary Remission may not be granted to the Prison ers.
who have :-

(a) Substantive sentence of imprisonment of less than three months or 90
days in the aggregate.

(b) If he is undergoing a sentence of imprisonment in liue of fine which is
not annexed to a term of su bstantive sentence for which the Prisoners
is other-v-ise eligible for remission.

(c) If term of sentence or the aggregate of sentence passed aga inst him is
reduced on appea l or otherwise to a period of less than three months or
90 days.

(d) In whose case, the Governmen t has ordered that remission should not
be granted.

_ (e) Prisoners transferred to special Prison on disciplinary grounds for "the
pericd he is co nfined in that prison on those grounds.

(f) Who has reso rted to hunger strike or work strike, or hospitalised owing
to self inflected injuries, for such periods as may be decided by the
Superintenden t.

7. SCALE O F ORDI NARY REMISSION :

Ordinary remission shall be awarded at the following scales :-

cond uct and scrupulous(a) Three days per month for thoroughly good
attention to a ll prison regulat ions.

(b) Three days per month for Ind ustry and due performance of the dai ly
{ task imposed .
r

8. In lieu of ordinary remission al lowed under ' Rule 7 above the pri soner
mentioned in column I of th e ta ble belo w (being prisoner who a re
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eligib le fo r rem ISSIOn under Rule 5) shall be granted or dinary remission
for the number of days r o t exceeding those shown against them in
column 2 there of :-

TA B L E

(')

CATEGORY OF PRISON ERS

(a) Convict Warder

(b) Convict Over seer.

SCALE O F REMI SSIO \l
2

Fou r days per me-nth for good beha
viou r discipline a nd atten tion to all
pri son regulat ions.

(2) Five days per month fo r satisfact ory
performance of the allotted work in
accorda nce wit h t he prescribed
standard s.

( I) Three days per mo nth fo r good
be haviour disci pIir e an d attentio n
to all pri so n reg ulation s.

(2) Four da ys per moi.th for sa tisfacto
ry performin g the- alloted wo rk in
accordance wit h th e prescribed

.standards.

(e) Convict Night Watchmen. (1) T hree days per month fo r goo d be
havi our. di scipline and atten tion to
all prison regulalatio ns,

(d) Privoners working on con
servancy jobs or employed
a n above jobs i.e. a, b, C, or
other works where th ey are
required to .work on Sundavs
and Govern ment Holidays..

(2)

(I)

Thee days per 1l10Jl ll1 for satisfacto
rily performing the allo tted work in
accordance with prescribed standards.

Four days per month being a remis
sio n in add ition to the remission
earned under R ule 7.

9. PROCED UR E FOR CALCULATING ORDINARY RH JlSSIO N :

Subject to the provisions of pa ragraph/Rule II ordi nary Remi-xion under Rule 1
7 shall be calculated fro m the f irst day of the Ca lendar mo n th next following
the da te on which the convict is com mitted to Jail, or if he was in Ja il as
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an Industr ial pr ison er on the date of sentence, the date of such .sen
tence. An y convict who , because of his having been released on ball ?f

.. if his sentence having been tem pora rily suspended, is afterwards re-ad mit
ted to Jail, sha ll be bro ught under the remission system on the first day
of calendar- mo nth next follow ing such readmission, but sh:-" "be c:eJi ted
with a ny remission which he ma y have earned as ] CO:-'I"; ~ ;r ."/ IO US to
his release on bailor the suspension of his sentence. Ke n i ~ sia n under
Rule 8 shall be calculated from the first day of the calendar month fo l
lowing the a ppointment of the convict as a convict Wa rder, convict
Overseer o r convict night \Vatchman.

10. PROCEDURE OF A WA RD :

(I )

(2)

(3)

An o fficer awarding ordinary remrssron shall befo re ma king the award,
co nsult the pri soner's h istory ticket in wh ich every offence proved aga inst
the pr isoner must be carefully recorded .

If a prisone r has not been punis hed during the month other wise than by
a formal warning, he sha ll be avvarded the full o rd inary remis sion for the
mo nth under Rule 7 or if he is convict Officer under Rule 8.

If n prisoner has been punished during the month o the rwise than by a
formal warni ng, the case sha ll be placed before the Superintendent, who ,
after considering the puni shment or pu nish ment awarded, shall decide
what a mount of remi ssion sha ll be granted under Ri-le 7. o r if the co n
vict is a co nvict Officer. under Rule 8. All remi ssion reco rded on the
prisoners histo ry ticket shall be entered monthly on the rem ission ca rd ,
o r if rem iss ion cards a re no t maintai ned , in a general remission register.

•

11.

12.

RECO RD O F AWARD

T he award of ord inary rermsston shall be made, a s early as possible, on
the first o f the month following and the amo unt shall be intimat ed to
the prisoner and recorded on his histo ry tick et . Remission granted to a
prisoner under Rule 15 shall be recorded on his histo ry ticket as soon
a s poss ible after it is a warded .

EXCLUS IO N OF LAST CALENDA R MONTH :

No pr isoner sha ll receive o rd ina ry remission for t he cal end ar month 10
. which he is released.

13. ANNUAL G OO D CO N DUCT REM ISSION

When any pri soner el igible fo r ordi nary remission has not committed any
pri son offence (not being a warning) for a period of one year {exclu 
d i.ig t 'ie period du r ing which the pri soner is removed from the remi ssion
system ). reckon ed fro m the date on which he was last punished for a
prison o ffence, he may be granted thirty days' annu al good conduct re
mis sion, in addi tion to any o ther remission.



6

(3)

(4)

EXAMPLE :

A priso ner sentenced and admitted to a pris on on lst J uly, 1984, was
remo ved from remission system for a period of three months from 4th
Novem ber, 1984. He will not be eligible fo r annual good co nduct on
-lth Novem ber, 1985 but on 4th February. 1986.

14. SPEC IAL REMM ISSION :

Special rer msston may be granted ' to any convict, whether en titl e to or dinary
remission or not other than a con vict undergoing a sentence referred to in Rule
6 (d ) for special services. such as -

(I) Mark diligence in leaching to read a nd write.

(2) Specia l proficiency in learn ing to read and write o r pa-cing a n examina
tion with credi t.

Marked success in teaching handicrafts.

Special excellence in work, or greatly increase o ut-turn of work of
good quality.

(5) Protecting an Officer/prison visitor or inmate of the priso n from a ttack.

(6) Special assistance to an Officer of the prison in case of an o utbreak of
fire or outbreak of riot, st rike or other simi lar emergency.

(7) Special eco nomy in wearing clothes.

(8) Assist ing in detecting o r preventing teach es of pr ison d iscipl ine o r
reg ulatio ns.

15. SCA LE O F SPEC IAL REMM ISSION

Special rerrussron may be awarded :-

( I> by th e Inspector General, to an amount not exceed ing siqy day s in a year.

(2) by the Su pe rintendent, to a n amount not exceeding thirty days in a year.

EXPLANATION :

For the purpose of th is ru le th e year shall be reck on ed from the dat e of
sen tence, and any fraction of a year sha ll be reckoned a ... a com plete year.

•

•

•
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RECORD OF SPECIAL REM ISSION -
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17.

An award of special remission shall be entered on the Ii istory ticket of the
prisoner as soon as possible after it is made, and the, reasons for every award
of spec ial remi ssion by a Superintendent sha ll be brief ly recorded .

STATE REMISSION. -

(1 )

(2)

Remission gra nted by the Government shall be called state remission.

The Gove rnment may determ ine grant of remmission t J such pri so
ners up to an y extent of scale on any such occasions of public/nation al
importance or public rejoicing like Independence Day/Republic Day/
Christmas and New Year day. It is subject to withdrawal/fo rfeiture/revo 
catio n, and it is not a right . The Go vernme nt resevers the right to de
bar/ withdraw any prisoner or category of prisoners from the concession
of state remission .

(3) ELIGIBILITY :-

(a)

(b)

The State remission may be awarded to such prisoner or categories
of prisone rs as the Gov ernment may decide.

In case of prisoners who, at the time of general grant of State Go
vernment remission, arc released on temporary or emergency release ,
specific order s of the Sta te Govern ment about the award of th is re
mission to such prisoners a re necessary;

- (4) SCALE OF STATE REM ISSION

Though the Government has the unfettered descretion under the law to
grant such remission upto any extent on any occasio n, however keeping
in view the requirement of law, the quantum of such remission should
not be too large and sho uld be nor mally as below '-

(a) 30 days for sentence exceeding one yea r.

(b) 15 days for sentence exceeding 6 months but less tha n one year.

(c) 10 days for sentence exceeding 3 months but less than 6 months.

(d) 5 days for sentence exceeding 1 month but less than 3 mo nths.

18. LIMIT OF TOTAL REM ISSION

~ The total of ordinary remission, Annual Good cond uct Remission an d
special remission but excluding State remission gran ted to a prisone r shall
not exceed one thi rd of the sentence.
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19. FORFEITUR E O F REMISS ION

If a convict is sentenced for an offence committed after his ad mission to .4

Ja il, under sections 147, 148, 152, 224, 302, 304, 304 A, 306, 307, 308,
323, 324, 325, 326, 332, 333, 352, 353 or 377 of the Indian pena l Code
or for assult committed after his admission to Jail on a warder or o ther
officer, the Inspector General may order the whole or parr of an y remis
sions earned by the convict upto the date of the said conviction to be
cancelled .

20. RE-ADMISSIO N TO THE REMI SSION SYSTEM

Th e Superintendent may with the previous sanction of the Inspector Ge
neral, re-admit to the remission system any convict who has been removed
therefrom under the rules of offences and punish ments. Suet] con vict sha ll
begin tv carn remmissions from the commencement of the calendar month
foll owing the dale of such re-admission .

21. REM ISSION TO LIFE CON VICTS

A life convict shall be reckoned as a sentence of twcntv years for the
purposes of granting remission. A life co nvict. except where the life
sentence is awarded after commuting a death sentence.... hall ea rn remiss ion
under these rule till he completes twenty yea rs' irnprivonr ucnt including ..
remission tamed under the se ru les, whereafter he sh.rl l cease to earn any
remission. (In the case of a prisoner having marc than one life sentence,
twenty years shall be treated as the total of his sentences for the purpose
of calc ulating remission . G rant of remission to a life conv ict shall not
mean actua l remission in sentence). Grant of remission -, hall not, however
entitle a life convict to be released without specific ord ers from the Go - .....
vernment for his release.

22. REL EASE IN OT HER CA SES

Same us prov ided by Rul e 21 when a prisoner has ea rned such renuss ion
as entit led him to release, the Superintendent sha ll release him.

23. TOTA L REM ISSION TO BE ENDORSED ON WA RRA 'oJ I O N RE LEASE :

When a convict is released without reference to the Go vernment, the tot al
amount of remissions earned by him shall be end orsed on his warrant
and the endorsement shall be signed by the Superintendent.

24. PROCED UR E ON TRANSFER

When a prisone r is tra nsferred to another Ja il, the tota l amount of remis
sion ea rned by him upto the end of the proceeding month 5ha.1I be ~n

dorsed on his warrant and en tered in history ticker The entri es bemg
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-

,

signed by the Supe rintendent. The remrssion sheet sha ll be sent with the
convict alongwitb other documents and the receiving Jail shall be respon 
sible for seeing that the above informat ion is duly obtained.

Every Jail in which a convict serves a portion of his sentence shall
be respo nsible for the correct calculation of the remission earned by him
in that Jail.

15. PR ESERVATION OF REM ISSION CARDS/SH EETS

The remission sheet of a convict sha ll be retained ID the Jail for a period
of one year after his release.

26. R EMISSION R ULES TO BE DISPLAYED

An abstract of the above remission rules translated into the vernacular
shall bedisplayed in every barra ck of the Jails.

By order and in the name of
Lt. Governor. (Administrator),

M izoram .

V. A. Vasudevaraj u,
Secretary to the Govt. of Mizorarn,

Home Department.
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