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THE ALL INDIA COUN CIL FOR TECHN ICAL EDUCATION
ACT, 1987

AN

ACT

to provide for the establishment of an A ll India Council for Tech
nica; Education with a view to the proper planning and co
ordiruu d development of the technical education system
throughout the country, the promotion of qualitative impro ve
ment of such education in relation to planned quantitative
growth and the regulation and proper maintenance of norms
and standards in the technical education system and for
matters connected therewith.

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Thirty-eight Year of the
Republic of India as follows :-

CHAPTER I

P Rl:LIMIN\RY

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Go
vernment may. by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint.

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Go
vernment may. by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint.

Short
title

<Ind
com
mence
menr.

jefini
ons.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-
(a) "Commission" means the University Grants Commission 5011956.

established under section 4 of the University Grants Commission
Act, 1956 ;

(b) "Council" means the All India Council for Technical
Education established under section 3 ;

(c) "Fund" means the Fund of the Council constituted under
section 16 ;

(d) "me mber" means a member of the Council and includes
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman;

(e) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this
Act ;

(0 "regulat ions" means regulations made under this Act ;

(g) " techn i~a~ ed.ucati0'.l" ~eans programmes of education,
resear.ch and trammg m engmeermg technology, arch itecture, town
planning, management, pharmacy and applied arts and crafts and
~uch other programme or areas as the Central Go vernment may,
II! consultation with the Council, by notification in the Official
Gazette. declare;
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Estiblish
ment of
the
QluodL

(h) "technical institut ion" means an institution. not being a
University, which offers courses or programmes ot techruc,c euu
cation, and shall include such other institutions as the Cent ral
Government may, in consultation with the Council, by not ification
in the Official Gazette, declare as technical institutions;

(i) "University" means a University defined under clause (0 3of 195t
of section 2 of the University Grants Commission Act, 1956 and
includes an institu tion deemed to be a University under section 3
of that Act.

CHAPTER II

EsTABLISHMENT OF r ne COUNCIL

3. (I) With effect from such as the Central Government
may, by notification in the Official G azette, appoint, there shall be
established a Council by the name of the All India Council for
Technical Education.

(2) The Counci l shall be a body corporate bv the name afore.
said, having perpetua l succession and a common" seal, with power
to contract and shall by the said name sue and be sued.

(3) The head office of the Council shall be at Delhi and the
Council may, with the previous approval of the Central Govern .
ment, establish offices at other places in India.

(4) The Council shall consist of the following members,
namely :-

(a) a Chairman to be appointed by the Central Government :

(b) a Vice-Chairman to be appointed by the Central Govern
ment;

(c) the Secretary to the Government of Ind ia in the Ministry
of the Centra l Government dealing with education. ex officio ;

(d) the Educational Adviser (General) to the Government of
India, ex officio;

(e) the Chairmen of the four Regional Committees, ex oii icio :
(0 the Chairmen of,-

(ij the All India Board of Vccational Education, ex officio;

(ii) the All India Board of Technical Education, ex officio;

Iii) tbe All Ir.dia Board of Under-graduate Studies in Engi-
neering and Technology, ex officio;

(iv) the All India Board of Post-graduate Educat ion and
Research in Engineering and Technology. ex off icio;

(v) the All India Board of ,Management Studies, ex off icio;
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(g) one membe r to be appointed by the Central Government
to represent tile Ministry or' Finance of the Cent ral Govern ment;

(h) one membe r to be appointed by the Central Government
to represent the Ministry of Science and Technology of the Cent ral
Govern ment ;

(i) fou r members to be appointed by the Central Government
by rotation to represent the Ministr ies and the Department of the
Central Government , other than those specified in clauses (g)
and (h) ;

(j) two members of Parliament of whom one shall be elected
by the House of the People and one by the Cou ncil of States;

(k) eight members to be appointed by the Central Government
by rotati on in the alphabetical order to represent the Stat es and
the Union terr itories :

Provided that an appointment under this clause shall be made
on the recommendation of the Government of the State, or as the
case may be, the Un ion territory concerned ;

(1) four members to be appointed by the Central Government
to represent the organisations in the field of industry and com
merce ;

tID' seven members to be appointed by the Central Gnvern
ment to represent -

m the central Advisory Board of Education;
(ii) the Association of Indian Universities;

(ii i) the Indian Scciety for Technical Education;
(iv) the Council of the Indian Institutes of Technology :
(v) the Pharm acy Council of Ind ia;
(vi) the Council of Architecture ;

(viii the Na tiona l Prod uctivity Council ;

(n) four members to be appointed by the Central Gover.unen;
to represent the professional bodies in the field of technicr.l and
management educat ion;

(0) not more than two members to be appointed by the Cen
tra l Government to represent such interests not covered l.y th,}
foregoing clauses as the Central Government may deem fit;

(p) the Cha irman, University Grants Commission, ex a.f.ficfo :

(q) the Director, Institute of Applied Manpower Resea rch,
New Delhi, ex officio ,'
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(r) the Director-General Indian Council of Agr icultural Re-
search. ex officio, ,

(5) the Director-General, Council of Scientific and Industr ial
Research, ex officio ..

(t) Member-Secretary to be appointed by tbe Cent ra l Govern
ment.

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub -section (4), -

(a) the first chairman shall be the Minister of Human Re
source Development of the Central Government ;

(b) the first Vice-Charirnan of the Council be the Minister of
State for Education of the Central Government;

(c) the first Member-Secre tary of the Counci l shall be the
Educational Adviser (Technical) of the Cent ral Government.

Term
of
office of
members.

4· (I) The term of office cf a member, other than an ex officio
member, on the first constitut ion of thhe Council shall be five years
and thereafter three years.

(2) If a casual vacan cy occurs in the office of the Chairman,
whether by reason of his death , resignation or inability to discharge
his functions owing to illness or other incapacity, the Vice-Chair
man hold ing office as such for the time being shall act as the Chair
man and shall, unless any other person is appointed ear lier as the
Chairman, hold office of the Chairman for the remainder of the
term of office of the person in whose place he is to so act.

(3) If a casual vacancy occurs in the office of the Vice-Chair
man or any other member, whether by reason of his death, resig
nat ion or inability to discharge his functions owing to illness or
other incapacity, such vacancy shall be filled by the Cent ral Go
vernment by making a fresh appointment and the member so ap
pointed shall hold office for the remainder of the term of office of
the person in whose place he is so appoin ted.

(4) The Vice-Chairman shall perform such func tions as may
be assigned to him by the Chairman from time to time .

(5) The procedure to be followed by the members in the dis
charge of their functions shall be such as may be prescribed.

,
5. (I) The Cou ncil shall meet at such time and places, and Meetings

shall observe such rules of procedure- in regard to the transaction of the
of business at its meetings (including the quorum at such meetings) Co uncil
as may be provid ed by regulations.
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Provided that the Council shall meet at least once every year.

. (2) T he maIl: and in his absence the Vice-Chairman shall pre
side at the meetmgs of the Council.

(3) If for any reason the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman is
unable to attend any meeting of the Council any other member
chos:" by the members present at the meeting shall preside at the
meetmg .

(4) All questions which come up before any meeting of the
Council sha ll be decided by a majority of the votes of the members
present and voting, and, in the event of an equality of votes. the
Chairman, or in his absence, the person presiding, shall have exer 
cise a second or casting vote.

6. No act or proceeding of the Counc il shall be invalid merely
by reason of-

(a) any vacancy In , or any defect in the constitut ion of, the
Council ; or

(b) any defect in the appointment of a person acting as a mem
ber of the Council ; or

(e) any irregularity in the procedure of the Council not affec
ting the merits of the case.

7. (1) The Council may associate with itself, in such manner
and for such purposes as may be determined by regulat ions, any
person whose assistance or advice it may desire in carrying out any
of the provisions of th is Act-

(2) A person associated with it by the Council under sub
section (1) for any purpose shall have a right to take part in the
discussions relevant to that purpose, but shall not have a right to
vote at a meeting of the Council, and shall not be a member for
any other purpose.

8. (1) For the purpose of enabling it efficiency to discharge its
funct ions under this Act, the Council shall, subject to such regu
lat ions as may be made in this behalf, appoint (whether on depu
tat ion or otherwise) such number of officers and other employees
as it may consider necessary: . j

Provided that the appointment of such category of officers, as
may be specified in such regulat ions, shall be subject to the ap
proval of the Central Government.

(2) Every officer or other employee appointed by the C01m
cil shall be subject to such conditions of service and shall be enti
tled to such remunerat ion as may be determined by regulat ions-

Vacan
cies. etc.•
not to
inva li
date
proceed
ings or
the Co un
cil.

Tempo
rary asso
ciation of
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with the
Council
fer
particular
purposes.
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Authenti 
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of
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and
other
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ments
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Council.
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of the
Council .

..

9. All orders and decisions of the Council sha ll be authenti
cated by the signatu re of the Chairman or any other member au
th orised by the Council in this behalf, and all other instruments
issued by the Council shall be authenticated by the signature of
the Member-Secretary or any other officer of the Council in like
manner in th is beha lf.

CHAPTER III

POWE RS A:SD FUNCflONS OF THE COUNCIL

10. It shall be the duty of the Cou ncil to take all such steps
as it may think fit for ensuring coo rdinated and integrated deve
lopment of technical education and maintenance of standards and
for the purposes of performing its functions under this Act, the
Council may-

(a) undertake survey in the vario us fields of techn ical educa
tion, collect data on all related matters and make forecast of the
needed growth and development in techn ical education;

(b) coordinate the development of technical education in the
count ry at all levels;---(c) allocate and disburse out of the F und of the Council such
grant s, on such terms and conditions as it may th ink fit to-r-

(i) techni cal institu tions, and
(ii) Universities imparting technical educat ion in Co-ordination

with the Commission;

(d ) promote innovations, research and developm ent in esta
blished and new techn ologies, generation, adopt ion and ada pta
tion of new technologies to meet developmental req uirements and
for overa ll improve men of educational processes;

(e) formulate schemes for promot ing technical education for
women, handicapped and weaker sections of the society ;

(f) promote an effective link between technical education sys
tem and other relevant systems including researc h and develop
ment organisations, ind ustry and the community ;

(g) evolve suitable performance appraisal systems Cor technical
institutions and Unive rsities !r!'!f'arting tech nical education, incor
porat ing norms and mechanisms for enforcing acco untability;

(hl formulate schemes for the initial and in service train ing
of teachers and identify institutions or cent res and set up new cen
tres for offering staff development program mes including conti
nuing education of teachers;
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(il la~ down .norms . a~~. standards for courses, curricula, physi
cal ~nd . instructional ficilities, staff pattern, staff qualificat ions,
quality instructions, assessment and examinat ions ;

(j) fi x nor ms and guidelines for charging tuition and other
fee

(k) grant approval for start ing new technical institutions and
for introd uction of new courses or programmes in consultat ion
with the r.gencies concerned ;

(I) ad vise the Central Covernment in respect of grant of char 
ter to any professional body or institution in the fie ld of technical
education conferring powers, rights and privileges on it for the
promotio n of such profession in its field including conduct of ex
aminations and awarding of membership certificates;

(rn) lay down norms for granting autonomy to techn ical insti
tutions ;

tn) take all necessary steps to prevent commercialisation pf
techn ical education ;

(0) provide guidelines for admission of students to techn'cal
insttuttions and Universities imparting technical educat ion;

(p) inspect or cause to inspect any technical institutt ion;

(q) withold or discontinue grants in respect of courses, pro
grammes to such techn ical institutions which fail to comply with
the directions given by the Council within the stipulated period
of time and take such other steps as may be necessary for ensur ing
compliance of the directions of the Council;

(r) take steps to strengthen the existing organisations, and to
set u p new organisat ions to ensure effective discharge of the Coun
cil's responsibilities and to create positions of professional, tech
nical and supporting staff based on requirements;

(s) declare technical institutions at var ious levels and types
offeri ng courses in technical education fit to receive grants ;

(t) advise the Commission for declaring any instit ution im
part ing technical educat ion as deemed University ;

(u) set up a National Board of Accredit ation to periodically
conduct evaluat ion of techn ical institutions or programmes on the
basis of guidelines, norms and standards specified by it and ,to. make
recommendation to it, or to the Council, or to the Comrn'ssion or
to other bodies, regarding recognition or de-recognition of the
institu tion or the programme ;
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(v) perform such other functions as may he prescr ibed.

Inspection. 11. (I ) For the purposes of ascertain ing the financial needs
of techn ical institution or a University or its standards of teaching,
examinat ion and research, the Council may cause an inspection of
any department or departments of such technical institu tion or
University to he made in such manner as may be prescribed and
by such person or persons as it may direct.

(2) The Council shall communicate to the technical institu
tion or University the da te on which any inspection under sub-sec
tion (I) is to be made and the technical instituton or University shall
be entitled to he associated with the inspection in such manner as
may be prescribed.

(3) The Council shan communicate to the technical institution
or the Univers ity. its views in regard to the results of any such
inspection and may, after ascertaining the opinion of that technical
institution or Un iversity, recommend to thai instit ution or Univer
sity the act ion to be taken as a resul of such inspection .

(4) All communicat ions to a technical institu tion or Uni
versity under thi.. section shall be made to the executive authority
thereof and the executive authority of the technical inst itut ion Of

Unive rsity sha ll report to the Council the action. if any, which is
proposed to be taken for the purposes of implementing any such
recommendat ion as is referred to in sub-section (3).

CHAPTER IV

BODIES OF THE COUNCIL

Executive
Commit
tee of
the
Council.

12. (I) The Council shall constitute a Committee, called the
Executive Committee for discharging such functions as may be
assigned to it by the Council.

(2) Th e Exec utive Committee shan consist of the following
member s, namely :-

(a) the Chairman of the Council ;

(b) the Vice-Chairman of the Council ;

(c) Secretary to the Govern ment of India in the Ministry o f
the Cent ral Government dealing with Edu cat ion, ex officio;

(d) two Chairmen of the Regional Com mittees ;

(e) three Chairmen of the Boards of Studies;

(0 a member of the Coun cil representing the Ministry of
Fin ance of the Central Govern ment, ex officio;
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Boards of

(g) four out o~ eight members of the Co uncil representing the
States ~nd Union terrnones und er clause {k] of sub- section (4)
of secuon 3;

(ill four members wit.h expert ise and distinction in areas re
levant to technical education to be nom inated by the Chairman
of i.te Council ;

(i) the Chairman of the Universities Grants Commission,
ex officic ;

(jl the Director, Institute or Applied Manpower Research.
New Delhi, ex officio;

(kl the Director General , Indian Coun cil of Agricultural Re
search. ex officio ..

(I) the Member-Secretary of the Counc il.

(3) The Chairman and the Mem ber-Secretary of the Council
shall, respectively, function as the Chairman and the Member
Secretary of the Executive Committee.

(4) The Chairman or in his absence, the Vice-Chairman of
the Council shall preside at the meetings of the Executive Co m
mittee and in the absence of both the Chairman and the V:ce
Chairman, any other member chosen by the members present at
the meeting shall pre side at the meeting.

(5) The Execu tive Committee shall meet at such time and
places, and shall observe such rules of procedure in regard to the
transaction of business at its meet ings (includi ng the quorum at
such meetings) as the Council may prov ide by regulations.

13. (1) The Co uncil shall establish th e following
Studies, namely: -

(il All Ind ia Board of Vocational Educat ion;

(ii) All India Board of Technical Ed ucat ion;

(iii) All India Board of U nder-grad uate Studies in Engineering
and technology;

Iiv) All India Board of Post-gradute Education and Research

in Engineering and Technology;

(v) All India Board of Management Studies.

Boards
of
Studies .
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the
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(2) The Co uncil may, if it considers necessary. establish such
ot her Board s of Studi es as it may think fit. .

(3) Every Board of Studies shall advise the Executive Comm it
tee on academic matters falling in its area of concern including
norms, standards, model curricula. model facilities and structure
of courses.

(4) The area of concern, powers. the constit ut ion and func
tions of the Boards of Studies shall be such as the Co uncil may
provi de by regulations.

14. (1) The Council shall establish the following Regional Regional

Committees, namely :- Commit-
tees.

(il The Northern Regional Committee with its office at
Kanpur;

(ii) The Son thern Regional Committee with its office at
Madras ;

(iii) The Western Regional Committee with its office at
Bombay ;

(vi) The Eastern Regional Committee with its office at
Calcutta.

(2) The Council may, if it considers necessary, establish such
ot her Region al Committees as it may think fit.

(3) The Regional Committee shall advice and assist the Coun
cil to Jook into all aspects of planning, promoting and regulating
technical education within the region.

(41 The region for wh ich the Regional Committee may be es
tatblished and the constitution and functions of such Committees
shall be prescribed by regulations.

CHAPTE R V

FINANCE ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT

15. The Central Government may. after due appropriation
made by Par liament by Jaw in this behalf. pay to the Council in
each financi al yea r such sums as may be cons ide red necessary for
the performance of functions of the Council under thi s Act.

16. (l) The Council shall have its own Fund; and all sums
which may, from time to time , be paid to it by the Central Go
vernment and all the rece ipts of the Council (including any sum
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Budget.

Annual
report .

Accounts
and
audit.

which any State Government or any other authority or person mav
hand over to the Council) shall be credited to the Fnnd and all
payments by the Council shall be made therefrom.

(2) All moneys belonging to the Fund shall be deposited in
such banks or invested in such manner as may, subject to the ap
proval of the Central Government, be decided by the Council

(3) The Council may spend such sums as it thinks lit fo r
performing its functions under this Act, and such sums shall be
treated as expenditure payable out of the Fund of the Council.

17· The Council shall prepare, in such form and at such time
each year as may be prescribed, a budget in respect of the finan
cial year next ensuing showing the estimated receipts and expen 
diture, and copies therof shall be forwarded to the Centra l
Government.

18. The Council shall prepare once every year, in such form
and at such time as may be prescribed, and annual report giving
a true and full account of its activities during the previous year.
and copies thereof shall be forwarded to the Central Government
and that Government shall cause the same to be laid before both
Houses of Parliament.

19· (l) The Council sha ll cause to be maintained such books
of accounts and other books in relation to its account in such
form and in such manner as may, in consultation with the Comp
troller and Auditor -General of India, be prescribed.

(2) The Council shall, as soon as may be, after closing its an
nual accounts prepare a statement of accounts in such form , and
forward the same. to the Comptroller and Auditor-General of India
by such date , as the Centra] Government may, ni consultation with
the Comptroller and Auditor -General, determine.

(3) The accountants of the Conncil shall be aud ited by the
Comptroller and Auditor-General of India at such times and in
such manner as he th inks fit.

(4) The account of the Council as certified by the Comp
troller and Auditor-Genera l of India or any other person appo inted
by him in this behalf together with the audit report thereon shall
be forwarded annually to the Central Government and that Go
vernment shall cause the same to be laid before both Houses of
Parliament.
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CHAPTER VI

MISCELLANEOUS

20· (I) The Co uncil sha ll, in the discharge of its functions and
duties unde r this Act, be bound by such d irections on
questions of policy as the Cenrta l Government may give in
wr iting to it from time to time.

(2) T he decis ion of the Cent ral Govern ment as to whether
a question is one of policy or not shall be fi nal.

21. (I ) If the Cen tral Government is of the opi nion that the
Council is unable to perform, or has persistently made default in
the performance of, the duty imposed on it by or under thi s Act
or has exceeded or abused its powers, or has wilfully or witho ut
sufficient cause, failed to comply with any direc tion isued by the
Central G overn ment under sectio n 20, the Central Governmen t
may. by no tification in the Official Gazette, supersede the Council
for such period as may be specified in the notifica tion:

Provided that before issu ing a notification under this sub-sec
tion, the Centra l Government shall give a reasonable time to the
Cou ncil to show cause why it sho uld not be superseded and shall
consider the explanati on an d objecti ons. if any. of the Council.

(2) Upon the pu blication of a notification under sub -section
(I) superseding the Council,-

(a) all the members of the Co uncil sha ll. notwithstanding that
their ter m of office had not expired , as from the date of superses
sion. vaca te their offices as such mernbers :

(b) all the powers and duties which may. by or under the pro 
visions of th is Act, be exercised or performed by or on behalf of
the Co unci l sha ll, d ur ing the period of supersession, be exercised
and performed by such pers on or person s as the Central G overn
men t may direct;

(c) all property vested in the Council shall, during the period
of supersession. vest in the Central G overnment.

(3) On the expirat ion of t he period of supersession specified
in the notification issued under sub-sect ion ( I). the Centra l G overn 
ment may -

(a) extend the period of supersesion for such further period as
it may consider necessar y ; or

(b) reconstitute the Council in the manner provided in
section 3.

Direc
tions by
the Cen
tral Go
vernment.

Power to
supersede
the
Conucil.
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n (I) The Central Government may , by notification in the
C:fi..:;~ : Gazette, make rules to carry out the purposes of this Ace.

(2) In. particular, and without prejudice to the gener ality cf
the foregomg power, such ru les may provide for all or any of the
following matters, namely :-

(a) the proced ure to be followed by the members in the dis 
charge of their functions;

(b) the inspect ion of technical institutions and Unlvers.ucs :

(c) the form and manner in which the budget and reports are
to be prepared by the Council;

(d) the manner in which the accounts of the Counci l
are to be maintained; and

(e) any other matter which has to be, or may be, prescr ibed.

23. (I) The Council may, by notification in the Official Ga
zette, make regu lations not inconsistent with the provisions of this.
Act , and the ru les generally to carry out the purposes of th is Act

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generali ty of
the foregoing power. such regulat ions may provide for all or any
of the following matt ers, namely: -

(a) regulating the meetings of the Council and the procedure
for conducting business thereat ;

(b) the terms and condi tions of service of the officers and em
ployees of the Council ;

(e) regulating the meetings of the Executive Co mmittee and
the procedure for conducting business thereat;

(d) the area of concern , the const itution. and powers and func
tions of the Board of Studies;

(e) the region for which the Region al Committee be esta
blished and the const itution and functions of such Com mittee.

24. Every rule and every regulati on made under this Act shall
be laid, as soon as may be after it is made , before each House of
Parliament , while it is in session or in two or more successive ses
sions, and if, before the expiry of the session immediately following
the session or the successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree
in mak ing any modification in the rule or regulation or both Houses
agree th at the ru le or regulation sho uld not be made, the rule or
regulatio n shrl l thereafter have effect only in such modified for m

Power 10
make
ru les .
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Power to
remove
difficulties.

or be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however. that any such
modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity
of anything previou sly done under that rule or regulation.

25. (I) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions
of this Act, the Ceotral Goveromeot may, by order, published in
the Official Gazette, make such provisions not inconsistent with
the provisions of this Act as may appear to be necessary for re
moving the difficulty :

Provided that no order shall be made under th is section after
the expiry of two years from the commencement of this Act.

(2) Every order made under this section shall be laid, as soon
as may be after it is made , before each House of Parliamen t·
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