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NOTIFICATION
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Act is hereby published for general information.

Sd/~
Lalremruata,

The {oilowing

Deputy Secretary to the: Govt. of Mizoram,
Law. Judicial & Parliamentary Affairs Deparment.

THE NATIONAL COMMISSION. FOR WOMEN ACT 1990,

AN ..
ACT

to. constitute a Natiopal Comnussion for

ard to provide for matters connected therew:th

incidental thereto.

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Forty-first

Year of the Republic of India as follows —

CHAPTER 1
PRELIMINARY

1. (1) This Act may +be called the: Nat:onal

Connuission for Women Act, 1990,

(2) Itextends to the whole of India em.ept

rhe State of Jammu and Kashmir.

(3) It shall come into force on such ‘date
as the Central Governmet may, by -notification.

the Oilicial Gazette, appoint.

2. In_this - Act, unless' the context otherwise

requhcs, _
7 (a) ““Commission” means

the National
Commission for Women constituted wnder sectlo& 3

‘Wo m-én

‘in

Short title,e x-
tent and cont-
nmencement.

Definitions.
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Constitution
of the Natio-
nal Commis-
sion for Wo-
men.

Term of pffice

(b) ““Member” means a Member of the
Commission and includes the Member-Secretiry;

(c) ““prescribec”  means prescribed by tuics
made under this Act, '

CHAPTER 1If
THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN

3. (1) The Central Government shal ‘constitute

a body to be known as the National Commissicn

for Women to exercise the powers conferred on,

and to perform the functions assigned to, it under
this Act.

"(2) The Cormomission shail consist of —

() a Chairperson, committed to the cause
of women, to be nominated by the Central Govern-
ment; ' g

(b) five Members to te nominated by the
Central Government from amongst persons of abili-
ty integrity and standing who have had expericnce
in law or legislation, trade unionism, management
of an industry or organisation committed to increa-
sing the employment potential of women, women's
voluntary organisations (including womoen activists),
administration, economic development, health, cdu-
cation or social welfare;

Provided that at least one Member each shall
be frcm amongst persons belonging to the Schedul-
ed Castes and Scheduled Tribes respectively;

(c) one Member-Secretary to be nomina-
ted by the Central Governmement, who shall be—

(i) an expert in the field of management,
organisational structure or sociological movement, or

(i) an officer who is a member of a ci-
vil service of the Union or of an all-India service
or holds a civil post under the Union with appro-
priateé experience.

- 4. (1) The Chairperson and every Mcmber

and conditiors shall hold office for such period, not exceeding tizrce

of serwice of
Chairperton
and Members

years, as p'ay be specified by the Central Govern-
ment in this behalf, _
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~(2) The Chairperson.or a Member (other
than the -Member-Secretary who is a membet. of a
civil serviee of the Union orof an all-India service

- orp holds¢ a civil post under -the Union) may, by
writing and addressed to the Central Government,
resign from the office of Chairperson or, as the case
may be, of the Member at any time.

(3 The Central Govcm*ment shall remove a
person from the office of Chairperson or a Member
befcl‘md to in- sub s’ecllon (2) if that person —

(a3 bccomcs an’ undlscharged msolvent

e J gets Convicted and sentenced to impri-
- sgnment ot an offence whichsin the opinion of the
Centl‘aﬂ-*Govemmeﬂ‘t involves moral - turpxtude
LI it hN l- k3 N '
B (c) becomes of unsound mind and stands
50 declared by a competent court'
-}
o (d) refuses to act or bccomes mcapable of :
actmg, s ot
) s, w1th0ut obtammg leave of absence
~from the Commissior, #bsent:from three consecutxvc
meetmgs of the Commlsslon or

(t) n, the opinion; of the Central ‘Govertr:'

: men; has so abuged the pOSltl(),n of Chalrperson or
' ‘Member as to rendei that * pefsor’s continuance in'
office defrimental to the public interest : - '

- 2Provided- that.-no person shall be removed
un&er this 8lause until-that person has been given
a redsonable opportunity of being heard in, the matter.

_ 4 A vacancy caused under sub section

(‘.l or otherwnse shall be filled by frcsh ncmmatzon

hhi '

(3) The salaries and allownces payahle to-

and the other terms and conditions of service of

the Chairperson and- Members . s.hall bs such as may
be: prcscnbed. e _

. f (1) The Central Government shall Officers and
pmwde he ‘Conimission with”such officers and emp- other emplo-
loyees as may be necessary for theé efficienit petform- yees of fthe

- ance of thé funct:ons of the Commlssxon undbr this Act Comnnsswn
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Procedute to
be regulated
by the com-
Mission.

(2) The salaries and allowances payable to,
and the other terms and conditions of services of
the officers and other.employees appointed for the
purpose of the Commission shall be such as may
be prescribed. : ’

! . L

6. The salaries and alowances payable to
the Chairperson -and Members and: the administrative
expenses, including salaries, allowances and pensions
payable to -the Officcrs and- other employess refered
to in section 5, shall be paid out of the grants refired
to in sub-section (1) of section: 11:

7. No act or proceeding of the Commis-
sion shall be questioned or shall bs invalid on the:
ground merely of the existence of any - vacancy or
defect in the constitutions of the Commisston,

8. (1) The Coramission may appoint such
committees. as may be necessary . for dealing with
such special issues as may be taken up by the
Commissicn from time to time,

(2) The Commission shall have the power
to co-opt as members of any commitiee appoinied
under sub-section (1) such number of persons, who
are not Members of the Commission, as it may
think fit .and the person$ so co-opted shall have
the right to attend the meetings of "the Committec
and take part in its proceedings but shall not huve
the right to vote. o

(3) The persons- so co-opted shall be
entitled to receive such allowances for attending the
mectings of the  committee as may be prescribed.

9. (1) The <Commission of a . committee
thereof shall meet as and when necessary and shall
meet at such time and place as the Chairperson
may think fit, . -

(2) The Commission shall regulate its own
procedure "and the procedure of the commitiees
thereof. -

. o

- _(3) All orders and decisions of the Comunis-
sion shall be authenticated by the Member-Secretary
or any other officer of the Commission duly autho
rised hv the Member-Secretary in this behalf.

Salries and
allowances to
be paid out
of grants.

Vacancies, ete

not to inva- -

lidate procee-
dings of the
Commission.

Committees
of the Com-

. mission.

L=



Functions of

the Commis-
sion.

| CHAPTER IT
FuNcﬂoNs OF rm‘z cdwm‘low

1& Th¢ comnégsﬁon shall p&form all or
aﬁ?‘ ot the ol‘l’o‘vﬁing fordctions nam”e y -

LT ) Investigdte and exan}me aTI matters
relatmg to the safeguards provided f6f Wothen under
the Constitution and otheg Jaws;

(b present {5 {he " Céritral “Governsent,
annually and at such other times as t Cammlssnon

e it Gpél‘tfs ] t‘ﬁe WOr mg df  those
Safigtfarat; pon

Ty mdkd i 'suc l'epofts " ma 4

ﬁuﬁs‘ fdu“ the “rd%twé gpelﬁgn;atlon i those-
rmp ifg the ¢ogdifons of women by

ggé Uﬂidn' ot ‘any g%df

(d) review, from time to nmqe the ex:stmg
pﬁéﬁ!&’fdﬂs of the Condtitation = dnd %prbu laws affec-
ting women and recom'ﬁ’neﬁ améndmeénts- thereto
so as to est rem legislative  measures to
et a;ry l unde, ‘ué.c'bs ot shor(commgs
id SheHf legisttions ;

(¢) take up the cases of vnofatlon of the
];; rovisions of the Constitution and of othet laws re-
fing t6 wothéll with tHe appropridfe 4 thorities;

. (f) look into complaints and take suo moto
notice of matters relating to—

() deprivation of wosmen's rights;
(dy non-imiplementation of lws enadted to

umde protection ter 'women dnd  dlgd 16 achisve
th& objcatwe of eqaality and development;

@iy noh-comphiafce of pélicy decisions,

guidelines or instructions aimed at ting hard-

ships and ensuririg Welf‘a*re artd provtdmg relief to
women,

and take up the. isstes-anisiog owlt of sucll: matters
with apprapriaté awthoritiesy ‘-

@) - call for special studies of mmganons
inte spreic’ problémy o sitwdtions' arising out . of
disdrindination and: a¥rocitids against Wo mzep and iden-
tify the constraints s ds tr} reconiMend stratégics
for their removal;

Ex—20/91
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(h) undertake promotional and educational
research so as to suggest ways of ensuring
due representation of womsn in all spheres and
identify factors responsible for impeding their
advancement, such as, lack of access to hou-
sing and basic services, inadequate support ser-
vices and technologies for reducing drudgery and
occupational health hazards and for increasing
‘their productivity; _ -

(i) participate and ‘advice 6n the pluaning
process of socio-economic development of women;

o () _Qvaiuate_th_é prqg'r_es‘s_",_qf the. deve]ap--
ment of women under the Union and any State;

- (k) inspect of cause to be inspected a jail,
- reménd Home, women's institutich ‘or, other- plice
of custody where women are kept as prisoners
ot otherwise, and take up, with the concernad.
authorities 1emedial action, if found neczssary.

(1) fund litigation involving issues affecting
a large body of women; . _

(m) make periodical report to ‘the Go-
vernment- on' any matter partaining to wo n:=n
and particular varioas difficulties under which
women toil;

(n) any other matter which' may be
referred to it by the Central Government,

(2) The Central Government shall cause
all the reports referred to in clause (b) of sub-sec-
tion (1) to be laid before each House of Parliament
along with a memorandum explaining the action taken
or proposed to be taken on the recommendations
relating to. the Union and the reasons for the non-
acceptance, if any, of any of such recommendations.

(3) “ Whére any such report or any part
thereof relates to any matter with which any State
Government is concerned, the Commission shall for-
ward a copy of 'such report or part to such State
Government who shall cause it to be laid before the
Legislature of. the State along with 2 memorandum
explaining the acticn taken or proposed to be taken
on the recomméndations relating to the State and
the reasons for the ~non-acceptance, if any, of any
of such recommendations. _

R



Grants by the

Central Go-

Prernment.

t

Accounts a.nd

audye
~y \d"

» (4)" The Commission shall, while | mvestlga-_
tmg any matter referred - 1o in - clause () .or, sub-’
clause-{i) of clause-{f) of sub-section (1}’ have all the
powersof a civil court trymg: a suit and, ip- pamcu-'

~lar, iw respect of the féllo)wmg mattels, natnely =

(a) summoning and cnforcmg the atten-

s&ahw of any person- foom apy part of Indla and )

h.._: exammmg him on’ oﬂthv

\u- f'ft

(b} requtrmg the. dlsébvefy and’ productlon#f_

OBanjh (‘ocument NERRILS!
e S IR IE ’ i o
St {C) recemng evzdeﬁce on afﬁdamts- e

(d) reqmsmoning a*ny ]bublw recmd or _'

copy thereof fro-n any icourt or ofﬁce"
. by 230 i

{

(e) issuing CQEBIIIISQIQD,S fgr the cxammatlon

’cf w1tnes>es and doc:uments and . . ir-
:Ld

d a0t SR T --_,‘ . .

.' - | :
- CHAPTER I_v I

- M

FiNANCE Accoum AND. AUDH"

;11_.-;11) The Central Goverament shall, after

due appropriation made by (Parliament by law in this

behalf, pay to the Gommission by way of grants
such sums of money as the.Qentgal Govérnment may

A.pt

) The Commlssmn may qpeud such sums

as it thinks fit for performmg the functions under
this Act, and such Sums ‘shall be treated as expen-

diture payable out of the grants referred to in sub-
section (1). :

12 (1) The Commlssmn shall maintain pmper :
accounts and other relevant records and prepare and
. annual statement of accounts:in such: form as may

be prescribed by the Central Government in counsal-

. tation with the Comptroller and Auditor-Genera!

of India.

(l‘) any otner mati?er wl;uch may be presql-'

think fit for bcmg utilised for tbe purposes of thls :

Ex—20/$}



Ex—20/9}

Annual
report.

Annual report
and audit
report to be
laid before
Parliament.

45 of 1860.

. (2) The decounts of the Commission shall
be audited by the Comptroller asid Awuditor-General
at sveh intervals as may be speciied by him and
any expeaditure incurred in cohmettion with such
audit shall be payable by the Gdmmission to the
Comptroller and Auditor -General,

.. 3) The Comptroller and Auditor-General
and any person appointed by his in :tovnection v.ith
the audit of the accounts of the Commiftion under
this Act shall bave the samie rights and privileges
and the auvthority in connection with such: audit as
the Comptroller and Auditor- General generally has
in connection with the andit of Govermment accounts
and, in particular, shall have the right to demand
the production of books, actounts, :eonnected vou-
chers and other documents and papers and to ins-
pect any of the offices of the Commission.

(4 The accomits of the Coaumission, as
certified by the Comptrofler and Auditor-General
or any other person appointed by him ia this behalf,
togethey ﬁtge the audit report théreon shall be
forwarded annually to the Central Government by
the Commissjoan.

13. The Commission shall prepare, in such
from and at such time for each financial year, as
may te prescribed, its anr¥ml repdrt. giving full
account of its activities during the previous financial
year and forward a eopy ‘thereef to thé Central
Government.

14. The €Central Goverhmert shall cause the
annual report together with a memorsadusy of action
taken on the recommedations contained thercin so
far as they relate to the Central @Government, and
the reasens fos the nom-acceptance; if any, of any,
of such recommendations and the audit report te
be laid as soon as may be after the repoits are
received, before each House of Parliament.

CHAPTER V
MISCELLANECGUS

15. The Chairperson, the Members, officers and Chairperson,
other employees of the Commission shell be deemed Members

to be public servants' within the meaming of se-tion and staff of

21 of the Indian: Penal Code. the Commis-
sion to be
public ser-
vants.
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1o, The Central Governnent shall consult the Central Go-

Commission cn all major policy matters effecting vernment to

women, consult Com-
' mission.

47, (1» The Central Government may, by noti- Power to
fication in the Official Gazzetle, make rules for car- make rules.
ring ouf the provision of this Act,

(2) In particular, and witaout prejudice to
the gendrality of the foregoing power, such rules
may provide for all or any of the following matters,
namely — :

(a) salaries and allowances payable to, and
the other terms and conditions of seivice of),
the Chairperson and Members under sub-sec-
tion (5) of section 4 and of officers and other
employees under sub-section (2) of section 5;

(b) allowances for sttending the meetings
of the committee by the co opted persons under
sub-section ¢3) of section §;

(¢) otker matters under clause (f) of sub-
section {4) of section 10; _

{(d) the form in which the annual statement
of accounts shall be maintained under sub-sec-
ton (1} of section 12; '

(¢) the form in, and the time at, which the
annuval 1eport shall be prepared under sec-
tion 13; '

(f) any other matter which is Ttequired to
be, or may be, prescribed. :

(3) Every rule made under this Act shall be
laid, as soon as may be after it is made, before
each House of Parliament, while it isin session,
for a total period of thirty days which may be com-
prised in one session or in two Or more successive
sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session im-
mediate:y following the session or the successive se-
ssions afore-said, both Houses agree in making
any modification in the rule or both Houses agree
that the rule should not be made, the rule -shall
thereafter have effect only in such modified form or
be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however,
that any such modification or annulment shall be
without prejudice to (he validity of anything pre-
viously done under that rule.
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