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. Sdi­
Lalremruata•

Deputy Secretary to the Govt, of Mizoram,
l....w, Judicial & Parliamentary Affairs Deparrnent,

THE NATIONAL CUMMISSIOKFOR,WOMEN ACT 1990.
"

AN
ACT

to coastitute a National Commission for Women
<11:d to provide for matters connected therewith, or
incidental thereto.

Be. it enacted by Parliament in the forty-first
Year of the Republic of India as follows :-

CHAPTER I

PRELIMINARY

. L (l) This Act may .be called the
Connuission for Women Act, 1990.

National Short title,e x­
tent and C0111­
menccment,

~ (2) It extends to the whole of India except
the State of Jammu and Kashmir. . .

(3) It shall come into force on such date
as the Central Governmet may, by notification in
the Orlicial Gazette, appoint.
2. In this Act, unless' the context otherwise Definitions.
requlres.c-.

; (a) "Commission" means the National
Commission for Women constituted u\.1det sectlouJ;



ted
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Constitution
of the Natio­
nal Commis­
sion for Wo­
men.

,-

(b) "Member" means a Member or the
Commission and includes the T\:ember·Secretary;

(c) "prescribed" means prescribed hy rules
made under this Act.

CHAPTER J[

THE NATIOl"AL COMMISSION FOR \YOM EN

3. (I) The Central Government shall ::.constitute
a body to be known as the National Comrnis-ii..n
for Women to exercise the powers conferred on,
and to perform the functions assigned to, it under
this Act.

(2) The Commission shall consist of-

(a) a Chairperson, committed to the C<nISC
of women, to be nominated by the Central Govern­
ment;

(b) five Members to be nominated by 'he
Central Government from amongst persons of abili­
ty integrity and standing who have had experience
in law or legislation, trade unionism, management
of an industry Or organisation committed to increa­
sing the employment potential of women. women's
voluntary organisations (including women activists),
administration, economic development. health, edu­
cation or social welfare;

Provided that at least one Member each sh,dl
be frem amongst persons belonging to the Scbcdul­
ed Castes and Scheduled Tribes respectively;

(c) one Member-Secretary to be nomina­
by the Central Governmement, who shall be-e-

(i) em expert in the field of management,
organisational structure or sociological movement, or

(ii) an officer who is a member of H ci­
vil service of the Union or of anaH-India service
or holds a civil post under the Union with nppro­
priate experience.

Term of pmee 4. (I) The Chairperson and every Mcml-cr
and conditiors shall hold office for such period, not exceeding II'Jl'e
of ser~ice of years. as n ay be specified by the Central Govern-
Chalfl¥'r&pn merit in this behalf.
and Melll""rs
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(2) The Chairperson. or a Member (other
than the Member-Secretary who is a member' of a
civil ~"'vlee of the Union or-of an all-India service
opholcl1> a civil post underethe Union) may, by
writing and addressed to the Central Government,
resign from the office of Chairperson or, as the case
may be, of the Member at any time.

'(3) The Central Government shall remove a'
)i.' personfrom the office of Chairperson or 3 Member

t-efefflld to in sub-section' (2) if that person -

(a') becomes an "undischarged insolvent;

."f " '! ..(b) gets convicted-and sentenced to irnpri-
sonment for an offence wbich-rin the opinion 'of the

.'1· Centrsk-Governmcat involves moral turpitude;
r • "il -..;. . J UJ;

" (c) becomes of unsound mind and stands
so declared by a competent court]
.) ,i

, , (d) refuses to act or becomes incapable of
l\ -t.t actiag; I '" '/ .,Ij

i, '

(e} is, without obtaining leave of absence
from the Commission, l*bsentJrom three consecutive
meetings, of the Commission; or

" "(0 iJ\ the opinion; of the Central;Governs
ment has so abu'I"d the I position of Chairperson pr
Member .as ,tq"reJ:\dettllat '~r,~on's continuance in
office detrimental to the publicinterest : .

-Provided that. no person shall be removed
under this <llause: until 'that person has been given
a ',ejsonabJ,e opportunity of being heard i1), the matter,

(4) A vacancy caused under sub-section
t2l,~r /~,~herwi~e shall be'filledby ~reSil nomination,

p) The salaries and allownces payable to
and the other terms and conditions of service of
the Chairperson and .Members shall b. such as may
be5~prescribed.' 1.<; ,.

Ex-2°f9\

. 5. (I) The Central Government shall Officers and
provide Ih~ 'Commission ",!th: s~~~ 'officers and emp- other emplo­
loyte-s', as~plaY b,e neeess~ry for: t~~,.~~ciertt pert:0rl'l1;'~, yees of ,the
ance of the functions ontie Commission under-this Act Commission.

- 'I:
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Procedure to
bc regulated
by the com­
mission.
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(2) The salaries and allowances payable to,
and the other terms and conditions of services of
the officers and other employees appointed for the
purpose of the Commission shall be such as may
be prescribed.

6. The salaries and alowances payable to
the Chairperson 'and Members and, the administrative
expenses, including salaries, allowances and pensions
payable to the Officers and other employess robed
to in section 5, shall be paid out of the grants I etrred
to in sub-section (1) of' section. J L

7. No act or proceeding of the Commis­
sion shall be questioned or shallbe invalid on the.
ground merely of the existence Q)f, any vacancy or
defect in the constitutions of the Commission.

>. r,~

8. (1) The Commission may appoint such
committees as may be necessary.cfor .dealing with
such special issues as may he taken up by the
Commission from time to time.

(2) The Commission. sball have the power
to co-opt as members of-any committee appointed
under sub-section (1) such number of persons, who
are Bot Members .of ~heCommission~ as it may
think fit .and the persons so co -opted shall have
the right to attend the meetings of the committee
and take part in its proceedings but shall not h. vc
the right to vote.

(3) The persons so co -opted shu1\ he
entitled to receive such allowances for-attending the

meetings of the committee as may be prescribed.

9. (1) The Commission Qt a committee
thereof shall meet as and when necessary and shall
meet at such time and place as the Chairperson
may think fit.

L, ,

(2) The Commission shallregulate it- own
procedure and the procedure of the committees
thereof.

. ,
(3) All order'S and decisions of the Comuns,

sion shall be authenticated by the 'Member-Secretary
o.r any other officer of the Commission duly autho
n!'pr! 1..,,, the Member-Secretary in this behalf.

Salries and
allowances to
be paid out
of grants.

Vacancies, etc
not to inva- .-<

lidate procee­
dings .of the
Commission.

Committees
of the Com­
mission.
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Cl'IAlltER: m
;; .1

, flt,1Nclr®s Of 'fat! Cb!IfMtSSiO'N
'Ie: (l} Tnt' CO)jim'{$!ton Shart,~i'6im ~n or

a"'1 drtM (olfoWing f1l't\c'l'lQ1ls, iia~ly:, '

" . '(a) InveiltigMe'lilId exam.idli an matters
relating to the safeguards provi'<ted' fdf wotbeh under
the Constitution and othe~,laws;

, (Il' t1~elft ill tile' Centra(l}o\?c,rn!iient,
annually and at .such other times, as t~,J Cemmission
mlIY dIl.ili\ fit', t~tl1i U'..,... Iil.e wor1;illll Ot: tbose
sa~gu'at'dil;' ,\,,!U "

, , (;cy m!t.l<~ id :'*1:11: rePlitts'n!',,, menda-
tlO/lii for llie et'll!ctWe ~te'(\'leii'iation,' oseC safe­
1ltJ~ (Or nn~f6'9i~t1#i oo~diqori's owo\lien by
tile Uthlrr at' 'all~ state; ,, ' ' . ,;

, (d) review, from ~Ql to timllf the .exlsting
~ of tile' C6b'Stftbqot\: ' liliel oiller It",s affec­
ting women and recon:flYl'enci ameoCtmentS'-: thereto
so as, to suggest,rem~, ,le~lati'!", m!",sure~ to
nf<!!!t attf l~u~e. iriad'6li1lllCies or sbPr/commg;
id fIIWII. l"""sItltit\~ " ., ' "'5' ' ,.

(e) take up the cases of violation of the
provisious of the Constitution and of oth'll'. laws re­
lafiJlg td wottren wit~ tile appro)>rillf-e a'U'ihorities;

(f) look into complaints and take suo moto
notice of matters relating, to-

(i) del'rl\Ylil"lOll of women's rigfits';

, , ~ BOn-inipl<inontatidn of blMJ ft/aIl'C<f *"
plC!'V'ide' pr0tccti<m tll> !WOlDen' and ,Ulll tl0' a¢h1eve
the- objective of...,mty at\d1~;

(iii) 1I01Fedm\l!ia'llt:e" of polItY decislons,
guidelines or instructions aimed at ~ting nard­
sb1JlS and ensuring' we1kre .tId proVIding relief to
~n. ' ,

and.~ up Ihe i..".,~'ari.siog olil: of suell, tn<l'tt'Ors
with, "l'prapriatd ....thodties~ ,

(j!)1 call' ftir s~f slIi:Iies tit ihvellli'giltions
intG' sp,cifie probl<l1llY O~ Sitil\ffion~' arlsfn't Out of
di!OrinilnaliOl' anll' aiitOti~ a'gllin~(#6'jtre.\i: and iden­
tity ihe consttainM"~ liS, til re\XlI1\\\\eJld .({afogies
for their removal;

Ex-iOj91
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(h) undertake promotional and educational
research so as to suggest ways of ensuring
due representation of women in all spheres and
identify factors responsible for impeding their
advancement, such as, lack. of access to hou­
sing and basic services, inadequate support ser­
vices and- technologies for reducing drudgery and
occupational health hazards and for increasing
their productivity; -

(i) participate and advice on the planning
process of socio-economic development of women;

e'l evaluate the pr9gres~ Q{ the develop­
ment of women under the UnIOn and any State;

(k) . inspect of cause to be inspected a jail,
re~~nd ~om~~ women's in~titutio~ 'or, athey- pl.ice
of custody where women _are kcmt as prrsoners
Of otherwise, and take ,QP, witli .the concerned
authorities remedial action. if found necessary:

, ,,". I

(1) fund litigation involving issues affecting
a large body of women; .

(m) makeperiodicat' report . to the Go­
vernment- on" any matter pertatntng to WOJl-~l1

and particular various difficulties under which
women toil;

(n) any other matter which may be
referred to it by the Central Government.

(2) The Central Government shall cause
all the reports referred to in clause (bl of sub-sec­
tion (1) to be laid before each House of Parliament
along with a memorandum explaining the action taken
or proposed to be taken on the recommendations
relating to: the Union and the reasons for the non­
acceptance. ifany. of any of such recommendations.

~3) Where any such report or any part
thereof relates to any matter with which any State
Government is concerned. the Commission shall for­
ward a copy of such report or part to such State
Government who shall Cause it to be laid before the
Legislature of. the State along with a memorandum
explaining the action taken or proposed to be taken
on the recommendations relating to the State and
the reasons for the non-acceptance, if any, of any
of such recommendations.

.,
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(4) The Commission shall, wliileihyestiga­
ting, any matter referred ~o in ,~lanse (a) .or, 'sub-:
clauset(i) of cla,:,'. '\f) of sub-secuon (I}" .M.ve a\l.th~
p""ers,of a CIVI! court tryMIl' a SUIt and, 1Il'P!it!.lCU'
Jar, ia' .respect of the .~OII?J'""1l m.tle[s,.n~(itely :". "

(a) summoning. and enforcing the atten­
·,dahce of any persoafeom anyl part of Iadia and

exarniniughim on'oatli;:J, '\ j ') ~ ;:1',. .") - - {"). 'J. _, - il' 1', ' • ,

, ,(b) requiring th...Iiscovery and"production'
djdiDyi.document; .~.' "i'-J' '_ -; ,-"

: , ",t j(: ' ~

,." . (c) receiving evidence on affid",its(
i" .' ", ' ',r , .;'

" ,(d) requisitioning any" public', record or
:ccpy. tbereof frouranyeeurt 0/ ofl,i'der,; ~:'1 . :1

.'. ;.. tn ?'l, 1 '. lo ,{ .• -,

" (e) issuing commissiqllS f,gr,the esamiuatton
, of witnesses and documents: .and . " , ,
j (.. ) .' . , - '? -~.",

;:~'J' .(1'1 , any otner ni~HS;l\v~ich may 'be, Pres,,clJitQi' .
.rl J,; _!, " .._ V

,.' , , ,CHAPTER"IV j. 0 •, ',
, '.,- ' . _.,', -,,;'. , .'

'-;£1: ',;', '. ,7;.J ,- ,

., "FINANCE, ACCOUN;IlS AND ,'AUDtf' .,

'lIdl) The Central Goverllmenlsllal!, after
due appropriatiea mad. byll'arliamenCby law in this.
behalf. pay !lothe &mmlsslonby w,ay of grants
suchsums of money as the ,Oenl'at Government may
think 6t for being utihsed for lbe purposes of this
Aj:t.

, (2) The Commission may' spend such sums
as it thinks fit for performing the functions under
this Act, and such sums 'shall be treated as expen­
diture paya ble out of the grants referred to in sub-
section (I). ,

12. (I) The Commission shall maintain, proper
accounts an" other relevant records and, prepare and
annual statement of accounts in such form as may
be prescribed by the Central Government in consul­
tation with the Comptroller and Auditor-General
of India.

...

.)j ;
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Annual
report.

(2) The aeeounts of the Commission shall
be audited by the ComJOlrolleraf1d Auditor-General
at sneh interval. a.may b. &flOcified by him and
an)' . expe~~i1-ute ine~in ¢()QDeCtron with such
audit' sball be piLyab~ by tile C6ITlmission to th
Comptroller and Auditor -General,

, III 'file- C"mplt,o'll.. '1Ild! Audrtor-Gcncral
and any person appointed by him inton'!ection with
tbe audit of the accounts of the Commission under
this Act sIlaU haNe the same .igllls' and, privileges
and the authority in connection wmb such- audit as
the Comptroller and Auditor-General generally has
in connectiea with the aMit of ~DDent accounts
and, in particular, shall have the right to demand
the pFodlK:tioB grf b00lrts, aeeounts, 'connected vou­
chers and' ~t1lu. documenM' and papers and to ins­
pect any of the offices of the Commission,

(41 71le ~d1lllts of rt. C'6wnrnsioll, as
certified by the Colllptfoller and' Auditor-General
or any other person appointed by him iu this behalf,
togeQe¥' WItll tfIe audit repott thereon shall be
forwarded annually to the Central Government by
the Commission.

13. The Commission shall prepare, in such
from and at such time for each financial year, as
may be prescribed, its a.,_F ieplltt, giving full
account of its activities during the previous financial
year aDd f.fWilrct, a tOllY' 'tlIeTeof to!l;e Central
Government.

, ,

Annual report 14, The eemral GOvernm¢1l't stlllil cause the
and audit ana",,1 reJilOt~ touother wi'IIh a m...,or.dIUl'I' of action
report to be taIoon en the recommeolatio,,", COll'tlllned therein so
laid before far as they ,elate: to the Cenll'al Governmenr, and
Parliament. the reasons fee the Don--atceptance; i'fi' any, of any,

of such recommendations and the audit report te
be laid as soon as rnay be afte r the repor ts are
received, before eaeb House oti Padi3lJ!ncnt.

CHAIPTER! V

MISCELiANE0 US

45 of 1860. 15. The Chairperson, the Members, officers and
other employees of Ihe Commissiors mail he deemed
to! be public sesvanes witbin ll1lr mll3/Ill'ftg' of Sf': ti-m
21 of the Indian, Penal Code.

Chairperson,
Members
and staff of
tbe Commis­
sion to be
public ser­
vants.
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16. The Central Governnent shall consult the
Com mission ('11 JIl major policy matters effecting
women.

17. (L: The Central Government may. by noti­
fication in the Official Gazzeue, make rules for car­
ring out the provision of this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to
the gentlJ-ality of the foregoing power, such rules
may provide for all or any of the following matters,
namely :-

(a) salaries and allowances payable to, and
the other terms and conditions of service of,
the Chairperson and Members under sub-sec­
tion (5) of section 4 and of officers and other
employees under sub-section (2) of section 5;

tb) allowances for attending the meetings
of the committee by the co-opted persons under
sub-section 13) of section 8;

(c) otter matters under clause (f) of sub.
section l4) of section 10;

td) the form in which the annual statement
of accounts shall be maintained under sub-sec­
non (l) of section 12;

(e) the form in, and the time at, which the
annual report shall be prepared under sec­
tion 13;

(f) any other matter wbich is required to
be, or may be, prescribed.

(3) Every rule made under this Act sha \I be
laid, as soon as may be after it is made, before
each House of Parliament, while it is in session,
for a total period of thirty days which may be com­
prised in One session or in two Or more successive
sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session im­
mediately following the session or the SUCcessive se­
ssions afore-said, both Houses agree in making
any modification in the rule or both Houses agree
that the rule should not be made, the rule shall
thereafter have effect only in such modified form Or
be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however,
that any such modificarion or annulment shall be
without prejudice to the validity of anything pre­
viously done under that rule.

Ex- 20/91
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