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NOTIFLCATION

No. H. 12018/4/91—LJD, the 12th- May, 1993. . The following Acts is hereby pub- -

lished for general infor mation, :
’ , ] Lalremruata, . :
) =t Deputy Secretary - to- the Govt. of Mizoram,
< Law, Judicial & Pariiamentary Affairs Department.

THE ARMS ACT, 1959
(Act No. 54 of 1939) -
[As on the Ist October, 1992

PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDJTION

of the Arms Act, 1959 as on-the 1st March, 1974 containing
lish text. The Hindi text of the

This is a diglot edition
Part [[,fSection 1A, No. 27

the authoritative Hindi text thereof alongwith its Eng
Act was published in the Gazette of [ndia, Extraordinary,
Vol. 1V, dated 3rd August, 1968 on page 365 to 390.
This Hindi text was prepared by the Official Language (Legislative) Commission
and it was published under the authority of the President under section 5(1) of the Offi-
cial Languages, Act, 1963, and on such publication, it became the authoritative texi
of that'Act in Hindi.

NEW DELHI, ' : : :
Ist MARCH, 1974 7 . K.K.SUNDARAM, e
Secretary to the Governmeiil of India.




L

WLx—119/93

PREFACE TO.. THE FOURTH EDITION A

the third diglot edition of the Arms Act. 1959 (Act No. 54 of
d the fourth edition is being published ince rporating the amendme-
il Ist October, 1992. The present edition also gives legislative his-

As all the copies of
1959) have been
its made |
tory of the Act.
NEW DELHI,
: K.L. MOHANPURIA,
IsT OCTOBER, 1992, ‘ Secretary to the (;mwmwm of India,

First Edition ., 1974—1,500
Second Edition : 1978—2,500 _
Third Editior  : 1985—5,000 " (o2 - | .

Fourth Edition : 1992—7,250 ' {

LIST OF AMENDING ACTS _ . o

l. The Arms (f-‘l.mf:ndment} Act, 1971 (55 of i-)'?l),

535 3 :
e % % i §
2. The Arms’(Amendment) Act, 1983 (25 of 1983) P
3. The Arms (Amendment) Act, 1985 (39 of 1985). - : 8 {L\
4. The Arms (Amendment) Act, 1988 (42 of 1988). : R ). T
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9
1. Short title, extent and commencement

2. Definitions and interpretauion.

'CHAPTER 1

ACQUISITION SION, MANUFATTURE, LJ;'\'LE, IMPORT,
EXPORT AND TRANSPORT OF ARMS AND AMMUNIT

ire arms and ammunition:

£3.  Licence for acquisiti
i Licence for acguisttit
cases.

Licence for manufacture, -sale, etc., of armis and ammunition.

en
\:} Q

n and possession of arms of specified description in certain

Licence for the shorfening of guns or ceaversion of imitation firearms into fire
arms.
8 7. . Prohibition of acquisition or possessi
! i

arms or prohibited amniunition. :
§ 3. Prohibition of sale or tiansfer of fireams not beg (ing identificat
Prohibition of a it i Ly, 90 5-(.'-.1‘-_: or transfer to, young
persons, and ¢ f{rﬂun» ete.
10: Licence for imj
£ 11. Power to prohibit import or exporti of arms,

12, Power to.restrict .or probibit (ransport of arms.

,or of manufactuie or sale, of prohibited

and export ol arms,

HICENCES;
o ]‘,
01 JICENCTS.

i Dus-‘,_i'i.!on and rencwal of licence.

‘Fees, ete. for lic
v

|7. Variation, suspension and revocation of Ii

Y
Appzals.




19. Power to demand production of licence, etc.

20, Arrest of persons conveying arms, €ic, under suspicious circumstances.
Arrangement af Sections

SECTIONS

21. . Deposit of arms, etc., on possession ceasing to be lawful

22. Search and seizure by magistrate.
23. Search of vessels, vehicles for arms, etc. i
74. Seizure and detention under orders of the Central Government.
24A Prohibition as to possession of notified arms in disturbed areas, etc.
74B. Prohibition as to carrying of n otified arms in or through public places
disturbed areas, etc. .
CHAPTER V
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES
25. Punishment for certain offences.
76. Secret contraventions.
“77. Punishmentfor possessing arms, etc.,
78 Punishment for useand possession of firearms or imitation firearms in certain case

29. Punishment for 'gwwmuw purchasing arms, etc.,
delivering arms, €ic., to person @0t entitled to possess the same.

30, Punishment for contravention of licence or rule.
31. Punishment for subsequent offences. :
32. Power to confiscate.
33, Offences by companies.
CHAPTER VI
MISCELLANEOUS

Sanetion of Central Government for warshousing of arms.

sponsibility of persons in occupation of premises'in  certain cases.

I

3
35. Criminal resp

36. lnformation to be given regarding certain offences.

37. Arrest and searches.

38. Offences to- be cognizable.

39. Previous sanction of the district magistrate necessary in certain cases.

Protection of action taken in good faith.

Power to exempl.

Power to take census of firearms.

B
t\,J-—~_CD

with intent to use them for unlawful purposel '

from unlicensed person or for :
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Arms Act, 1

-

25

\
LS

e a

(¢) ‘‘arms’” means articles of any description designed or adapted as weapons
for offences or defence, and includes firearms, sharp-edged and other deadly wea-
pons, and parts of, and machinery for manufacturing arms, but does not include
articles designed solely for domestic or agriculiural uses such as a lathi or an ordi-
nary walking stick and weapons incapable of being used otherwise than as toys or
of being converted into serviceable weapons |

1. 1st. October, 1962, vide Notification No. G.S.R. 992, dated 13-7-1962, see Gazette
of India, Pt. II, Sec. 3() p.1092.

Subs. by Act 42 of 1988, s. 2 (w.e.f. 27-5-1988).
Arms Act, 1959 {Section 2]

1[(d) “district magistrate” in relation to any area for which a Commissioner
of Policé has been appointed, means the Commissioner of Police thereof and includes
any such Deputy Commissioner of Police, exercising jurisdiction over the whole or any
part of such area, as may be specified by the State Government in this behalf in relation

to such area or parts;]

(e) “fircarms’’ means arms of any description designed or adapted to discharge a
projectiles or projectiles of any kind by the action of any explosive or other forms of
energy, and includes,—

(i) Artillery, hand-granades, riot-pistols or weapons of any kind designed
or adapted for the discharge of any noxious liquid, gas or other such
things, :

1

(i) accessories for any such fircarms - designed or adapted to diminish
the noise or flash caused by the firing thereof,

(iif) parts of, and machinery for manufacturing, firearms, and

(iv) carriages, platforms and appliances for mounting, transporting and
serving artillery;

f) “licensing authority’” means an officer or authority empowered to grant Of

renew licences under rules made under the Act, and includes, the Government ;

2[(ff) “magistrate’” means an Bxecutive Magistrate under the Code. of Crimina
Procedure 1973 (2 of 1974);]

(g) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act ;

(k) “‘prohibited ammunition,’ means any ammunition, containing, or design

r adapted to contain, any noxious liquid, gas or other such thing, and includes rockets,

bombs, grenades, shells, 3[missleis] articles designed for torpedo service and subma-

rine mining and such other articles as the Central Government may, by notification in
the Official Gazette, specify to be prohibited ammunition :

2w a

ek




(/) “prohibit arms’means—

noxious iiqmd gas or olher such thing,

and includes artillery, anti-aircraft and anti-tank firearms and such other arms as the
Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify to be prohi-
bited arms;

1. Subs. by Act 55 .Of 1971, s. 2, for the former clause.
2. Ins. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 2(w.e.f. 22-6-1983)
3. Ins. by Act 42 of 1988, s. 2(w.e.f. 27-5-1988).

“public servant” has the same meaning as in section 21 of the Indian Penal
Code (45 of 1860);

(k) “transfer” with its grammatical variations and cognate ‘expressions, includes
[etting on hire, lending, giving and pariing with possession

(2) For the purposses of this Act, the length of the barrel of a firearm shall be
measured from the muzzle to the point at which the charge is exploded on firin

(3) Any reference in the Act to any law which is not in force in any area shall, in
relation to that area, be construed as a reference to the corresponding law, if any, in
force in that area.

(4) Any reference in this Act t any officer or authority shall, in relation to any
area in which there is no officer or authority with the same GEulgﬂdLlOH be construed
as a reference to such officer or autl"orl ty as may be specified by the Central Government
by notification in the Official Gazette.

CHAPTER I

ACQUISITION, POSSES‘%IO\I, MANUFACTURE, SALE, IMPORT, EXPORT
AND TRANSPORT OF ARMS AND AI\mviU“\TiMOlﬁ

3. Licence for acqummn and possession of firearms and ammunition— 1 [(1)] No
person shall a\.c*,ua;u, have in his | ossess:-’;‘n, OT carry ay r*’eau‘l or c_H'_iﬂLlLiiO"'l unless
he holds in this behalf a licence 155uzd in accordance with the provisions of this Act
and the ..135 made thereunder : ;
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Provided that a person may, without himself
ammunition in the presence, or under the written

o

authority, of the holder of the licence
for repair or for renewal of the licence or for u

holding a licence carry any fi
se by such holder.

than a person referred to in sub-section (3), shall acquire, have in his possession or
carry, at any time, more than three firearms

2[(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), no person, other

Provided that a person who has in his possession more firearms than three at the
commencement of the Arms (Amendment) Act, 1983, may retain with him any three
of such firearms and shall deposit, within ninety days from such commencement, the
remaining firearms with the officer in charge of the nearest police station or, subject to
the conditions prescribed for the purposes of sub-section (1) of section 21, with a licensed
dealer or, where such person is a member of the armed forces of the Union, in a unit
armoury referred to in that sub-section.

(3) Nothin; contained in sub-section (2) shall apply to any dealer in firearms or

n
any member of a rifie club or rifie association licensed or recognised by the Central
e

ic
Government using a point 22 bow rifle or an air rifle for target practice.

(4) The provisions of sub-sections (2) to (¢) (botk inclusive) of section 21 shall

apply in relation to any deposit of firearms under the proviso to sub-section (2) as they
apply in relation to the deposit of any arm or ammunition under sub-section (1) of
that section.]

1. 8.3 re-numbered as sub-section (1) thereof by Act 25 of 1683, s. 3 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983) 8
¥ 4 { i

2. Ins. by s. 3., ibid, (w.ef, 2-6-1983).

4. Licence for acquisition and possession of arms of specified descripticn in certain

cases— If the Central Government is of opinion that having regard to the circum-
stances prevailing in any area it is necessary or expedient in t}
acquisition, possession or carrying of arms other than firearms should also be regulated,
it may, by notification in the Official Gazette, direct that this section shall apply to
the area specified in the notification and thereupon no person shall acquire, have in
his possession or carry in that area arms of such class or description as may be speci-
fied in that notification unless he holds in this behalf a licence issued in accordance with
the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunde

S;] %i-cenc& for manufacture, sale, etc., of arms and ammunition— 1{{1)] No per-
son shall—

aE S e T e s A e - ’ o
(a) <juse, manufacture,] sell, transfer, convert, repair, test os prove, o1
i ! - oo - | i + el ~ SR - T ~ = o3 Frv gala
e €xpose or offer for sale or transfer or have in his POSSESSIONn 10T sale,
A £ ; 2 L
transier, comversion repair, test or proof

such
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any nurearms Or any otoer arms of such class or description as meay be PIESCrined
: “ 1 1da 397 thaia 1 1 + 1 5 etriad 1w =Ry "l
or-any ammunition unless he holds in this behalf a2 licence issued in accordance with
4 ML iy By | 1 R +
the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder
-] & ] L] R -3

3[(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), a2 person may,
without holding a licence in this behalf, sell or transfer any arms or ammunition which
he lawfully possesses for his own private use to another person who is entitled by vir-
tue of this Act, or any other law for the time being in force to have, or is not glomb‘-
ted by this Act or such other law from having in “his possession such arms or ammu-
nition

Provided that no firearm or mmmmuﬂ in respect of which a licence is reqmred
under section 3 and no arms in respect of which a licence is required under section 4
shall be so sold or transferred by any person unless—

(a) he has informed in wrting the district 1“19.»: istrate having jurisdiction or the
officer in charge of the nearest pol;ce station of his intention to sell or transfer such
firearms, ammunition or other arms and 'the name and ddres of th 13 son to whom
0

he intends to sell or transfer such firearms, ammunition

(6) a period of not less than forty-five days has expired after the giving of
such information.].

it

6. Licence for the shoriening <oﬁ’ guns or conversion of imitation firearms— No

person shall shorten the barrel of a firearm or convert an imitatios into a
firearm unless he ke ‘s ds in this behalf a licence issued in accordance with the provisions
of this Act and the rules made tmnhndm.

Explanation.— In this section, the expression ‘“‘imitation firearms’ means any-
thing which has the appearance of being a firearm, whether it is capable of discharging

any shot, bullet or other missile or not.

e e ———————————— T —— e —

S
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23 PRI I - o P - N
Arms ‘Act, 1939 [Seciions 7—9]
U = N R —— — g N B
7. Prohibition of or sale, of prohibi-
; % s 3
ted arms or prohivited

(@) acquire, have in his .

(b) 1[use, manufacture.] sell, transfer, convert, re] air, test or prove: or

(¢) expose or offer for sale or transfer or have in his possession for sale, trans-
fer, conversion, repair, test for proof,

r prohibited ammunition unless he has been specially authori-

=
Lo

any prohibited arms 0
Government in this behalf.

sed by the Central

8. Prohibition of sale or transfer of firearms not bearing identification marks—(1)
Ngo person, shall obliterate, remove, alter or forge any name, number or other identi-

fication mark stamped or otherwise shown on a firearm.

~ (2). No person shall sell or transfer any firearm which does not bear the name of
the maker, manufacturer’s number or other identification mark stamped or other-
wise shown thereon in a manner approved by the Central Government.

(3) Whenever any person has in his possession any firearm without such name,
number or other identification mark on which such name, number or other identifica-
tion mark has been obliterated, removed, altered or forged, it shall be presumed unless
the contrary is proved, that he'has obliterated, removed, altered or forged that name,

number or other identification mark

n to a person who has in his possession at the commence-
nent of this Act any firearm without such name,-pumber or other identification mark
shown thereon, the provisions of this sub-section shall not take
<piration of one year from such commencement.

i

stamped or otherwise
effect until after the ¢

9. Prohibition of acguisition or possession by, or of sale or transfer to young per-

ete,—(1) Notwithstanding anything in the

sons and certain other persons of fire arms, eic,—({1)
foregoing provisions of this Act—
(@) no person,—

= e 1T ] F= ¥ ik 3 =3 = oo~ Ll d i L
(i) who has not completed the age of 2[twenty-one years), Of
ii) who has been sentenced on CO! {
lence or moral turpitude to 1
aperiod of five years afic

[t

XECU il of the 2[Code of
(2 of 1974) a bond for keeping the peace -OF for

1. oups. by Act. 42 of 1983, s. 4 (w.e.f 27.5.1988).
2. Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, 5. 5'(w.ef. 22.6.1933.)
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(6) no person shall sell or transfer any firearm or ammunition to, or convert,
firearm Or ammunition for, any other person whom he knows,

repair, test Or prove any
or has reason to believe—
(i) to be prohibited under clause (@) from acquiring, having in his possession
or carrying any fircarm or ammumition, Of

(ii) to be of unsound mind at the time of such sale or transfer, or such con-
version, repair, test or proof.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in sub-clause (i) of clause (@) of sub-section (1),
a person who has attained the prescribed age-limit may use under prescribed condition
such firearms as may be prescribed in the course of his training in the use of such

firearms :

Provided that different age-limits may be prescribed in relation to different types of
firearms.

L Licence for import and export of arms, etc.—(1) No person shall bring
into, or take out of India by sea, land or air any arms or ammunition unless he holds
in this behalf a licence issued in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the

rules made thereunder :

Provided that—

d by virtue of this Act or any other law for the time-
being in force, to have, or is not prohibited by this Act or such other law from having
in his possession any arms of ammunition, may without a licence in this behalf bring
into, or take out of, India such arms or ammunition in reasonable quantities for his
own private.use ;

(@) a person who is entile

(b) a person beinga bonafide tourist belonging to any such country as the Central
Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify, who is not prohi-

bited by the laws of that country from having in his possession any arms Or ammu-

nition, may without a licence under this section but in accordance with such conditions

as may be prescribed, bring with him into India arms and ammunition in reasonable
quantities for use by him for purposes only of sport and for no other purpose.

Explanation—F or purposes of clause (b) of this proviso, the word ‘““tourist’”’ means
a person who not being a citizen of Indiz visits India for a period not exceeding §iX
months with no other object than recreation, sight-seeing, or participation in a re
resentative capacity in meetings convened by the Central Government or int

icaew

tional conferences, associations or other bodies.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in the proviso to sub-section (1) where
the collector of customs or any other officer empowered by the Central Government

in this behalf has any doubt as to the ap; licability of clause (a) or clause (b) of that
le to him or as to the rea-

proviso to any person who claims that such clause is applicable to |

]
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{d) a licence Uil

(i) by a citizen
han twenty inches in length to be 1
L

:‘_ ¥ 1. 1 " _1
of a muzzie loading gun to be used for bona fide crop protection

Provided that where having regard to the circumstances of any case,
the licensing authority is satisfied that a muzzle loading gun will not be suffi-
ient for crop protection, the licensing authority may grant a licence in  res-
pect of any other smooth bore gun as aforesaid for such protection, or

R | (if) in respect of a point 22 bore rifle or an air rifle to be used for target
: practice by a member of a rifle club or rifle association licensed or organised

by the Central Government;

(b) a licence under section 3 in any other case or a licence under section 4, sec-
tion 5, section 6, section 10 or section 12, if the licensing authority is satisfied that
the person by whom the licence is required has a good reason for obtaining the

] same.

1. Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 6 (w.e.f. 22-6-1983).

nces— (1) Notwithstandirig anything in section 13, licen-

i4. Refusal of lice
refuse to grant—

sing authority shall

(@) a licence under section 3, section 4 or section 3 where such licence is
required in respect of any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition ;

|
.
11 !
J— i
i
!
i
!

(b) a licence in any other case under Chapter

fle)
£
f
—*
b,
o

I

(i) where suth licence is required by a person whom the licencin

rity has reason to believe— |

(

(1) to be prohibited by this Act or by any other law for the tin g
force from acquiring, having in his possession or carrying any arms or ammuni-
tion, or-

(2) to be of unsound mind, or
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Pro iry of the period prescribed
ti:sref‘o" lfthe appellant sat 1t he had sufficient caysge for
not pi i

(3) The penod prescribed for an ~,pp&al shall be compute d 1 accordance with
the provisions of the Indian Limitation Act, 1908 (9 of 1908), with respect to the com-
putation of periods of limitation the:'e:.mder

(4) Every appeal under this section shall be made by a petition in w vriting and
shall be accompanied by a brief %tc.tpm\.nt of the reasons for the order appealed

avﬂim;t where such statement has been f turnished to the appellant and by such fee as
may be prescribed. '

(5) In disgosing of an appea the appellate authority shall fo Ho?\aswn roce-
p aprL i P

dure as may be pr escribed

Provided that no appeal shall be disposed of unless the appellant has been given
a reasonable opportunity of being heard.

(6) The order appec.?ef* against shall, un]efs
nally or unconditionally directs other Wise, be i n
appeal against such order.

he appellate a1 uthority condition-
Ing the disposal of the

(7) Every order of the appellate authority confirr ming, modifying or FevVersing
the order appealed against shall be final. 3

CHAPTER IV
POWERS AND PROCEDURE

19 Power to demand pla:damcm of licence, etc.—(1) Ar ny police officer or any
other officer specially empowered in this behs £ by the Central Government may de-
tl

mand the production of his hcence from any person who is ca

¢
al

d ITying any arms or am-
munition.

‘)

(2) If the p\,zson upon whom a demand is made refuses or fails to produce the
icence or to show that he is entitled by vi ‘cLL, of this Act or any other law for the 51:“‘9
being in force to carry such arms or ammunition without a licence, the officer «
ned may require him 0 give his name and add:‘e':'-‘ and if such offic

] and ch officer Conszd\,:s it 1
sary, seize from that ch he is carr ying.

ot

1 to
t person the arms or anmmunition whic

(3) If that person refuses to give his name and address or if th
ects thaf 501 /111

name or address or of inte;
ut warrant.

B [
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Where any person found ¢z
vered by a licence or not, in such man

just grounds ©

Amrs Act, 1959 [Sections 20—21}]

20. Arrest of persoms conveying arms, eic., under Suspicivus circumstances—
d carrying or conveying any arms Of ammunition whether co-
aer or under such circumstances as to afford
f suspicion that the same are or is being carried by him with intent to use
them, or that the same may be used, for any unlawful purpose any magistrate, any
police officer or any other public servant or any person employed or working, upon a
railway, aircraft, vessel, vehicle or any other means of conveyance, may arrest him
without warrant and seize from him such arms or ammunition. , :

21. Deposit of arms, efc., on possession ceasing to be lawful—(1) Any person
having in his possession any arms of ammunition the possession whereof has, in con-
sequence of the expiration of the duration of a licence or of the suspension or revo-
cation of a licence or by the issue of a notification under section 4 or by any reason
whatever, ceased to be lawful, shall without unnecessary delay deposit the same either
with the officer incharge of the nearest police station or subject to such conditions as
may be prescribed, with a licensed dealer or where such person is a member of the armed
forces of the Union, in a unit armoury.

Explanation— In this sub-section “unit armoury” includes an armoury in a ship

or establishment of the Indian Navy.

9y Where arms or ammunition have or has been deposited under sub-section
(1) the depositor or in the case of his death, his legal representative, shall, at any time
before the expiry of such period as may be prescribed, be entitled— .

(@) to receive back anything so deposited on his becoming entitled by virtue
of this Act or any other law for the time being in force to have the same in his
possession, Of

(b) to dispose, or authorise the disposal, of anything so deposited by sale
or otherwise to any person entitled by virtue of this Act or any other law for the
time being inforce to have, or not prohibited bythis Act or such other law from
having, the same in his possession and to receive the proceeds of any such disposl:

be deemed to authorise the return

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall
n directed under section 32.

disposal of anything of which confiscation has bee

o

d and not received back or disposed of under sub-section

(3) All things deposite
eferred to shall be forfeited to Government by order

(2) within the period therein r
of the district magistrate

Provided that in the case of suspension of a licence no such forfeiture shall be
ordered in respect of a thing covered by the licence during the period of suspension

(4) Before making an order under sub-section (3) the district magistrate shall,
3 1

by notice in writing to be served upon the depositor or in the case of his death, upon
his legal representative, in the prescribed manner
thirty days from the service of the notice why the

not be forfeited.

T e g
, require him to w cause within

I show
things specified in the notice should

T——
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direct that b

s =2 1 e -
g et St
{WwRich ;Jx.l 100

1

day aiter t

‘ hal . same before
srovision of section 21 and for this
\otified arms, shall, notwithstanding
this Act (except section 41) or in a
aw for the time being in force, as from the date of publication of such
the Official Gazette be desmed to have ceased to be lawful;

scement of, and until the expiry of, the

(¢) declare that as from the comience
seriod specified in the notification, 1t shall not be lawful for any person to have
1 Qs possession in such area any notified arms; :
(4) authotise any such officer subordinate to the Central Government or a

svernment as may be specified in the notification,—

rch at any time during the period specified in the notification any
ssing tarough, or any premises o, Or any animal or vessel or

]
"
|

{i) 1o 8
;

PEeracn

vehicls or other conveyance of whatever nature in or passing through, or any
ccopiacle or other container of whatever nature in, such area if such officer
hasr . to believe that any notified arms are secreted by such person oOf

3
1 such premises or on such animal or 10 such vessel, vehicle or other convey-

in i
Rid EJ i
ance or in such receptacle or other container ,
(ii) to seize at any time during the period specified in the notification any
notified wrms in the possession of amy Person 1n such area or discovered
through a searcn under sub-clause(i), and detain the same during the period
specified in the notification.
(2) The period specified in 2 noiification issued under sub-section (1) in respect
of any area shall not, in tae first instance, exceed ninety days, but the Central Govern-
£ such notificati xtend such pe.iod from time to time by any

isturbance of public peace and trarquility as
nent danger thereof and that for the prevention
in such area it is necessary or expedient so to do.

L

+f Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), relating

A

£ i
- as may be, apply to any search or seizure made

N PR A T S 41 -
purposcs Of th1s section,—

mmunition

i a4 noii

1h-section

one time if, in the opinion of that Government,
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(b) direct that durir ing the period specified in the noufmt ton (which period
saall be a per iod wmmcncmg from a date not earlier than the second day after
tne date of publication of the notification in the Official Gazette), no person shall
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(c) authorise any such officer subordinate to the Central Government or
a -State Government as may be specified in the notification,—

(i) to-se du pecified in th 1 notifica-
tion any per t500 ifi OT passing through, or any r::ﬂnuses in or forming
part of, or any amru} or vessel or vehicle or other conveyance of
whatever nature, in or passing through, or any rﬁ"epmﬁm or other con-
tainer of whatéver nature in, any public place if such area in such
officer has reason to believe that any notified arms are secreted by such
person Or in such premises or on such animal-or in such vessel, vehicle
or other conveyance or in such receptacle or other container

(if) -to seize at any time during the period specified in the notifica-
tion any notified arms being carried by or otherwise in the possession
of any person, through or in a public l_lﬁrce in such area or discovered
'thmuga a search uander sub-clause ":/J c.-"ld' detain the same during
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period not exceeding
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drms Act, 1959 [ Section 24B ]
(b) “public place” means any place intended for use by, or accessible to, the
public or any section of the public; and

(c) where the period specified in a notification, as orginally issued under
section (1), is extended under sub-section (2)., then, in relation to
fication, references in sub-section (1) to “the period specified in the notifica-

s

tion” shall be construed as references to the period as so extended.]

Arms, Act, 1959 [Section 25]
CHAPTER V
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES
28, Punishment for certain offences— 1[(1) Whoever—

(@) manufactures, sells, transfers, -converts, repairs, test or proves, 0r exXposes
or offers for sale or transfer, or has in his possession for sale, transfer, conver-
sion, repair, test or proof,.any arms or ammunition 1a contravention of

section 35; or :

(b) shortens the barrel of a firearm or converts an immitation firearm into a
firearm in contravention of section 6; or it =
2{:3 ] &

(d) bring into, or takes out of, India, any arms or ammunition of _-any class or:

description in contravention of section 11, _
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three

years but which may extend to seven years and shall also be liable to fine.

o

3[(14) Whoever acquires, has in his possession or carries any prohibited arms
or prohibited ammunition in contravention of section 7 shall be punishable with im-
prisonment for a term which shall not be less than five years, but which may extend
to ten years and shall also be liable to fine. - ; :

(144) Whoever manufactures, sells, transfers, converts, repairs, tests or proves,
or exposes or offers for sale or transfer or has in his possession for sale, transfer, con-
version, repair, test or proof any prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition in con-
travention of section 7 shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall
not be less than seven years but which may extend to imprisonment - for life and shall

also be liable to fine.

19

[(1AA4A4)] Whoever has in contravention of a notification issu
24A in his possession or in contravention of a notification issued under s¢
carries or otherwise has in his possession, any arms or Ammunition shall be punish
with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than 4[three years, but which may

el fom}

extend to seven years] shall also be liable to fine.

*




Arms Act, 1939 [Section 25]

1 ~ (1B) Whoever—
(a) acquires, has in his possession or carries any £
travention of section 3; or

.-I)

rearm Oor ammunition in con-

(b) acquires, has in his. possession Or carries in any place specified by no otification
under section 4 any arms of such class or description as has been spe ecified in
that notification in contraventwn of that section ; or.

’ (¢) sells or transfers any firearm which does not bear the name of the maker,

manufacturer’s number or other identification mark stamped or otherwise shown

thereon as reqmred by sub-section (2)of section 8 or does any act in contravention
or sub-section (1) of that section; or

i (d) bein a fperson to whom sub-clause (if) or sub-clause (iii) or clause (4) sub-
1 section (1) of section 9 applies, acquires, ] has in his possessm;_ or carries any fire-
: arm Or ammunition in contravention of that section; or

4

1

(e} sells or transfers, or coavert, repairs, tests or proves any ﬁr@aﬁ: ms Or ammu-
nition in contravention of clause (b) of sub-section (1) of section 9; or

(f) Brings into, or takes out of, India, any arms or ammunition in contravention
i of section 10; or '

1. Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, s 8 (?ﬁf.@.f, 22.6.1983).

2. Omitted by Act 42 of 1988, s. 5(w.s.f. 27.5.1988).
3. Renumbered and ins, by s. 5, wz‘d (w.e.f. 27.5.1988).
4. Subs. by Act 39 of 1985, s. 2 for eertain words.

(g) transports any arms or ammunition in contravention of section 12; 0

(7) fails to deposit arms or ammunmc* as required by sub-section (2) of

section 3, or sub-section (1) of section 21; or

€ (i) being a manufacturer of, or d aler in, arms Or ammunition, E’nla on being
K " required to do so by rules made under section 44, to maintain a record or account
| or-to make therein all such entries as are required by such rules or intentionally
makes a false entry therein or prevents or obstructs the inspection of such record
or acccunt or the ma’cmﬂ of cop;es of en’fﬂa refrom or prevents or obstructs
the entry into aﬂj I‘JTF‘@JS“S or oﬁrn‘ U,ace here arms or a*'a munition are or is
manufactured or kept or intentionally fa i-o ibit or conceals such arms
or ammunition refuses to point out where *:iu same ars is manufactured or kept,

\')
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Provided that the Court mav for any adequate and special reasons to be recorded
in the judgement impose a sentsnce o lmprisonment for a term of less than Hone
year| '

2[(IC) Notwithstandinz anythine contained in sub-section (IB), whoever comm
(=} =] y.L

e
mits an offence punishable under that sub-section in any disturbed area shall

1 ¢ punish-
able with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but which

may extend to seven years and shall also be liable to fine.

Explanation— For the purposes of this sub-section, “‘disturbed area” means
any area declared to be a disturbed area under any enactment, for the time being in
force, making provision for the suppression of disorder and restoration and mainte-
nance of public order, and includes any areas specified by notification under section
24A or section 24B.] =

2) Whoever being a person to whom sub-clduse (7) of cla
(1) of section 9 applies -acquires, has in his possession or carries any firearm or ammu-
nition in contravention of that section shall be punishable with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to one year or with fine or with both.

3[(3) Whoever sells or transfers any firearm, ammunition. or other arms—

({), without informing the district magistrate having jurisdiction or the
officer in charge of the nearest police station, of the intended sale or transfer of

that firearm, ammunition or other arms; or - '

(if) before the expiration of the period of forty five days from the date of
giving such information to such district magistrate or the officer in charge of the
police station.

in contravention of the provisions of clause (a) or clause (6) of the provi
tion (2) of section 5, shall be punishable with imprisonment for g term

m which may
extend to six months, or with fine of an amount which may extend to fiv
Tupees, or with both]. :

#

Le1]
5

=

B
™

i ]
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(4) Whoever fails to deliver-up a licence when so required by the licensing au-
thority under sub-section (1) of section 17 for the purpose of varying the conditions
specified in the licence or fails to surrender a licence to the appropriate authority under
sub-section (10) of that section on its suspension oOf revocation shall be punishable with
im prisonment

I for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine of an amount
which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both.

L

use (g) of sub-section




5,6, 70r1lin such manner as to indicate an intention that such act may not be known
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(5) Whoever when required under section 19 to give his name and address, refuses
to give such name and address or gives a name Of address which subsequently trans-
pires to be false shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend
to six months, or with fine of an amount which may extend to two hundred rupees or

with both.

1[26.] Secret contraventions—(1) Whoever does any act in contravention of
any of the provisions of section 3,4, 10or 12 1n such manner to indicate an intention
that such act may not be known to any public servant or to any person employed or
working upon a railway, aircraft, vessel, vehicle or any other means of conveyance,
shall be punishable with imprisonment for 2 term which shal! not be less than six months
but which may extend to seven years and also with fine.

(2) Whoever does any act in contravention of any of the provisions of section

to any public servant or to any person employed or working upon a railway, aircraft,

vessel, vehicle or any other means of conveyance, shall be punishable with imprison-

ment for a term which shall not be less than five years but which may extend toten
years and also with fine. :

(3) Whoever on any search being made under section 22 conceals Of attempts
to conceal any arms O ammunition, shall be punishable with inprisonment for a term
which may extend to ten years and also with fin¢.]

2[27.] Punishment for using arms ete—(1) Whoever use any arms Of ammuni-
tion in contravention of section 5 shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which shall not be less than three years but which may extend to seven ycars and shall
also be liable to fine.

(2) Whoever uses anty prohibited arms of prohibited ammunition in contraven-
tion of section 7 shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be
less than seven years but which may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also be
liable to fine.

3) Whoever uses any prohibited arms of prohibited ammunition or does any
act in contravention of section 7 and such use or act esult in the death of any other
person, shall be punishable with death.]

28. Punishment for use and possession of firearms or imitation firearms in cer-
tain cases—Whoever makes Of attempts to make any use whatsoever of a firearm OI
an immitation firearm with intent to resist or prevent the lawful arrest or detention of
himself or any other person shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which
may extend to seven years and with fine.

_Expfanaz*ion-lﬁ this section the expression immitation firearm has the same
meaning as In section 6: :
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29, Punishment

t for knowingly purchasing arms, etc., from
for delivering arms eic

.» 1o person not entitled to possess the same— Whoever—

(¢) purchases any firearms or any other arms of such class or description
as may be prescribed or any ammunition from any other person knowing that such
other person is not licensed or authorised under section 5; or

(b) delivers any arms or ammunition into the possession of another person with-
out previously ascertaining that such other person is entitled by virtue of this Act or
any other law for the time being in force to have and is not prohibited by this Act or
such other law from having, in his possession the same.

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 4[three years,
or with fine, or with both].

1. Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 9 (w.e.f. 22.6.1983).
. 27.5.1988).

.

2. Subs. by Act 42 of 1988, 5.6 (w.e.

(&8 ]

Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 10 (w.e.f. 22.6.1983).
4, Subs. by s, 11, ibid., (w.ef. 22.6.1983).

30. Punishment for contravention of licence or rule— Whoever contravenes any
condition of a licence or any provision of this Act or any rule made there under, for
which no punishment is provided elsewhere in this Act shall be punishable with impri-
sonment for a term which may extend to 1[six months], or with fine which may extend
to 1[two thousand] rupees, or with both.

n convicted of

ee
Ac

31. Punishment for subseguent offences— Whoever having been
S
5 t shall be pu-

an offence under this Act is again convicted of an offence under thi
nishable with double the penalty provided for the latter offence.

32. Power to confiscate—(1) When any person is convicted under this Act of

ffance committed by him in respect of any arms or ammunition, it shall be in the

discretion -of the convicting court further to direct that the whole or any portion of

such arms or ammunition, and any vessel, vehicle or other means of conveyan 1
L

Al i'l i A
any receptacle or thing containing, on used to conceal, the arms o

Provided that 1
confiscation shall t
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* [Sections 41—44]

(a) 2[exempt any person or class of persons (either generally or in relation to
such description of arms and ammunition as may be specified in the notification)],
or exclude any description of arms or ammunition, or withdraw any part of India,
from the operation of all or any of the provisions of this Act ; and

. Subs, by Act 25 of 1983, s. 14, (w.e.f. 22.6.1983).
2, Subs. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 15, (w.e.f. 22.6.1983).

_ (b) as often as may be, cancel any such notification and again subject, by a
like notification, the person or class of persons or the description of arms and
ammunition or the part of India to the operation of such provisions.

42, Power to take census of fire-arms—(1) The Central Government may, by
notification in the Official Gazstte, direct a census to be taken of all firearms in any
area and empower any officer of Government to take such census.

(2) On the issue of any such notification all persons having in their possession
any firearms in that area shall furnish to the officer concerned such information as he
may require in relation thersto and shall produce before him such firearms if he so
requires. ;

43, Power-to delegate—(1) The Central Government may, by notification in
the Official Gazette, direct that any power or function which may be exercised or per-
formed by it under this Act other than the power under section 41 or the power under
section 44 may, in relation to such matters and subject to such conditions, if any, as
it may specify in the notification, be exercised or performed also by—

(@) such officer or authority subordinate to the Central Government, or

(b) such State Government or such officer or authority subordinate to the State
Government as may be specified in the notification.

1s 4 SR 4 £
(2) Any rules made by the Central Government under this Act may CONIeI
powers or impose duties or authorise the conferring of powers or imposition of
duties upon any State Government or any officer or authority subordinate thereto.

44. Power to make rules—(1) The Central Government may, by notification in
the Official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) 'In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing powers,
such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely :—

(a) the appointment,
ar

jurisdiction, control and functions of licensing authorities
[including the are

they may grant licences];

as and the categories of arms and ammunition for which:




o

sk ¢

- e e
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(c)
(@)

(e)

o)

£4)
(h)

5 Act, 1959 [Section—44]

the form and particulars of application for the grant or renewal of a licence
and where the application is for the renewal of a licence, the time within
which it shall be made :

the form in which and the conditions subject to which any licence may be
granted or refused, renewed, varied, suspended or revoked;

where no period has been specified in this Act, the period for which any
licence shall continue to be in force

the fees payable in respect of any application foz' the grant or renewal of a
licence and in respect of any licence granted or re"zewed and the manner of
paying the same ;

the manner in which the maker’s name, the manufacturer’s humber or other
identification mark of a fircarm shall be stamped or otherwise shown thereon;

the procedure for the test or proof of any firearms;

the firearms that may be used in the course of training, the age limits of per-
sons who may use them and the conditions for their use by such persons ;

1. Ins. by Act 25 of 1983, s. 16 (w.e.f. 22.6.1983).

()

()

(%)

4

the authority to whom appeals may be preferred under section 18, the proce-

-dure to be followed by such authority and the period within which appeals

shall be preferred, the fees to be paid in respect of such appeals and the re-
fund of such fees ; ;

the maintenance of records or accounts of anything done under a licence
other than a licence under section 3 or section 4, the form of, and the entries
to be made in, such records or accounts and the exhibition of such records
or accounts to any police officer or to any officer of Government empowered
in thxs behalf ;

the entry and 171‘1'})50&1054 by any. pohce officer or by any ofﬁcel of Govern-
ment empowered in this behalf of any premises or other place in which arms
or ammunition are or is manufactured orin which arms or ammunition are
or is kept by a manufacturer of or dealer in such arms or ammunition and
the exhibition of the same to such officer ;

the conditions subject to which arms or ammunition may be deposited with
a licensed dealer or in 2 unit armoury as required by sub-section (1) of section
%1 and the period on the expiry of which the things so deposited may be for-
eited. :

(m) any other matter is to be, or may be, prescribed,

£

T ——



45. Act not to apply in certain cases—  No othing m this Act shall appls

(¢) arms or ammunition on board any sea-going vessel or any
forming part of thv rdinary armament or equ,pirent of such vesse
(6) the acquisition, possession, or carrying, the manufach re, repair, conver-
sion, test or yroof, t ne sale or transfer or the import, e port or
ammunition—

() by or uader orders of the Central Coveium;u, or
5’3

(#) by a public servant in the course of his duty as such pubiic servant, or
(¢ii) by a member of the National Cadet Cor,s raised and inder

e By 4 S L
the National Cadet Corps Act, 19 948 (31 of 1948); or by anv office;
{ ¢ b
person of the Territo rial Army raised and maint } i
Army Act, 1948, (56 of 1948) or by arﬁy_memoer of any othe
be rai :

maintained or t- 't may newaii.,: i
Act, or by any me mber of such othe
by notification in the Official Gazette,

such member, officer or -enrolled perso

(c) any weapon of an absolets pattern or of antiquarian value or in disre

pair which is no capﬂ,bie of being used as a firearm either wis v I r
(4) the acquisitio

or an h-umﬁon w‘ ic‘; a’-'e not 1
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