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THE SCIENCEAND ENGINEERING RESEARCHBOARD
ACT,2008

AN
ACT

£0 provide jar the constitution ofa Board for promoting basic re­
search in Science and Engineering and toprovidefinancial assistance
to persons engaged in such research academic institution. research
and development laboratories. industrial concerns and other agen­
ciesfor such research andfor matters connected therewith or inciden­
tal thereto,

BeitenactedbyParliament intheFifty-ninth Year of theRepublic ofIndia
asfollows:-

Constitution and
incorporation of
Board

CHAPTER I
PRELIMINARY

1. (1) Thisactmaybecalled theScience andEngineering Research Board Short title and

Act, 2008. comme::cement
(2)It shallcomeintoforce on suchdateastheCentral Government may, by
notification intheOfficial Gazzette, appoint.
2. InthisAct,unlessthecontextotherwise rquires,- Definition

(a)"Board" meansthe Science andEngineering Research Boardcon-
stitutedundersub-section(1) of section3;

(b), "Chairperson" meanstheChairperson of theBoard;
(c)"Fund" means theFundforScience andEngineering Research con­

stitutedundersub- section(1)of section10;
(d)"member" means amember oftheBoard andincludes theChairper-

son
(e)"Oversisght committee" means theOversight Commmittee of Ex­

pertsconstitutedunder sub section(1)of section5
(f) "prescribed" meansprescribed byrulesmadeunderthisAct;
(g) "Secretary" means thesecretary of theBoard appointed undersub­

section (1) of section4.

CHAPTER II
SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING RESEARCH BOARD

3. (1)Thecentral Government shall, bynotification intheOfficial Gazzette,
constitute, forthepurposes of thisAct,a boardto becalled thescience and
Engineering Research Board.

(2)The Boardshall be a bodycorporate bythe nameaforesaidhaving
perpetual succession and a common sealwith power, subject to the
provisionsof thisAct, to contract andshall,bythe saidname,sueand
be sued.
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(3)The Boardshallconsistof thefollowing persons, namely :-
(a) Secretary to theGovernment ofIndia inthe Department of

Science andTechnology, exofficio-Chairperson;
(b) Member -Secretary, PlanningCommission, exofficio-Member;
(c) Secretary to the Government ofIndia in the Department of

Biotechnology, exofficio - Member
(d) Secretary to theGovernment of Indiainthe Department of

Scientific andIndustrial research, exofficio - Member;
(e) Secretary totheGovernment ofIndiaintheMinistry ofEarth

Sciences, exofficio - Member.
(f) Secretary to theGovernment ofIndia inthe department of

Expenditure, Ministry ofFinance orhisnominee, exofficio­
Member.

(g) Secretary to theGovernment ofIndiain the Department of
HealthResearch, exofficio-Member;

(h) notmorethanthreemembers to be appointed bythe Central
Government from amongst persons having experience in
scientific research indifferent disciplines inacademic institu­
tions.

(i) notmorethanthreemembers to beappointed bythe Central
Government from amongst persons having experience in
scientific researchindifferentdisciplines inGovernmentresearch
laboratories;

G) not morethanfourmembers to be appointedbythe Central
Government from amongst persons having experience in
scientificresearchindifferentdisciplines intheindustry, inter­
national projects onscience andtechnology, socio-economic
sectorsandotherGovernment research laboratories.

(4) The Head office of the Boardshallbe at Delhior in the National
Capital Region.

(5)Thequalifications andexperience, termofoffice andallowances of
themembersspecifiedinclauses(h) to (j) of subsection(3) shallbe
suchas maybe prescribed.

(6)The Chairperson shall, inaddition topresiding overthemeetings of
the Board,exerciseanddischarge suchpowersandduties,asmaybe
prescribedor delegatedto himbytheBoard.

(7) No act or proceedingof the Boardshallbe invalidatedmerelyby
reasonof-

(a) anyvacancy in,oranydefect intheconstitution of,theBoard;
(b) anydefect intheappointment ofapersonacting asamember

ofthe Board;
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4.

5.

6.
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(c) any irregularity in the procedure ofthe Board not affecting
the merits ofthe case.

(1)The Board may appoint an eminent scientist not below the rank of
Additional Secretary to the Government ofIndia as the Secretary of
the Board, in consultation with the Central Government.

(2) The Board may appoint such other officers and employees as it
considers necessary for the efficient discharge ofits functions under
thisAct.

(3) The qualification and experience, terms and conditions ofservice
including salaryand allowancesofthe secretaryand other officers and
employees ofthe Board shall be such as may be specified in the regu­
lations made by the Board.

(4)The Board may engage the servicesofpersonnel, both from within
and outside the countryas consultants,visitingscientistson such terms
and conditions and remunerations as may be specified in the regula­
tions made by the Board and shall facilitatetheir operations within the
country.

(l) Subject to the rules made in this behalf, the Board shall constitute
an Oversight Committee ofExpertsconsistingofexperts, eminent sci­
entists and academics to advise and assist the Board.
(2) The Oversight Committee shall consist ofthe following persons,
namely.-

(i) a scientistofeminenceand international repute-Chairperson;
(ii) Secretary to the Government ofIndia in the Department of

Science and Technology, ex officio-Vice-Chairperson;
(iii) PresidentsoflndianNational ScienceAcademy, IndianAcademy

ofsciencesand IndianNationalAcademyofEngineering,ex
officio-Members;

(iv) not more than three members to be appointed by the Central
Governmentfromamongstdistinguishedexperts in different
areas ofscience and technology; and

(v) Secretary to the Board, ex officio-Member.

(1) Subjects to the rules made in this behalf, the Board may appoint
such committees as may be necessary for the efficient discharge ofits
duties and performance ofits functions under thisAct..

(2) The Board shall have the power to co-opt as members of any
committee appointed under sub-section (1), such number ofpersons
who are not members ofthe Board as it may think fit, and the person

Secretary and
other officers
and employees
ofBoard

Oversight
Committee of
experts

Committee of
Board
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so co-optedshallhavethe rightto attendthe meetingsofthe commit­
tee, and take part in the proceedingsof the committee.

Ex-280/2009

7. (1)TheBoardshall serve asapremiermulti-disciplinaryresearch funding
agency forplanning, promoting andfunding basicresearch intheemerg­
ingareasofscienceandengineering.

Powers and
functions of
Board

(2) The powersand functions ofthe Board,shall, interalia, include­
(i) servingasa premiermulti-disciplinary researchagencyfor

planning, promoting andfunding of internationallycompeti­
tive researchin emergingareas;

(ii) considering andtaking decisions ontherecommendations and
suggestions madebytheOversight Committee;

(iii) identifying majorinter-disciplinary researchareas,and indi­
viduals,groupsorinstitutionsandfundingthemforundertaking
research;

(iv) evolvingnationallycoordinatedprogrammes invarious identified
areasinvolving institutions thatwillhavea multiplier effectin
promotingresearch;

(v) assisting insettingup infrastructureandenvironmentforscientific
pursuit;

(vi) achieving synergy between academic institutions, research and
developement laboratories andindustry forpromotingbasic
researchin science andengineering.

(vii) evolvingamanagement systemtospeedilyprovide forfunding
research, including monitoring andevaluation, byadoping
modem management practices.

(viii) evolving participation in international collaborative projects,
whereverneccesary or desirable;and

(ix) takingover and continuanceof the basic researchprojects
and programmesundertakenor fundedbythe CentralGov­
ernmentundertheexisting Science andEngineering
ResearchCouncilscheme.

(3) The Boardmayprovidefinancial assistance forthe purposesspecified
in sub-section(2), in the formofgrantsand loans to individuals,aca­
demic institutions, researchanddevelopment laboratories,industries and
otherorganizations.

CHAPTER III
ApPLICATION FOR SANCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

8. (1) An applicationforavailingoffinancial assistance for the purposes
specifiedin sub-section(1)ofsection7 shall be made to the Board in
such form as may be prescribed.

Application for
availing of
Financial
Assistance
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(2)The Boardmay,afterexaminingthe applicationand after making
suchenquiriesor seekingsuchclarifications as it considersnecessary,
byorderinwriting, eithersanction thefmancial assistance orrefusethe
same.

CHAPTER IV

FINANCE, ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT

TheCentralGovernment may, afterdueappropriation madebyParlia­
ment by law, in thisbehalf,maketo the Boardgrantsand loansofsuch
sumsofmoneyas that Government mayconsidernecessary.

10. (1) There shallbe constituteda fundto be calledthe Fund for Science
and Engineering Researchand there shall be credited to the Fund­

(a) any grantsand loansmadeto the Boardby the CentralGov-
ernmentundersection9; •

(b) all sumsreceived bythe Boardincluding donationsfromany
other source;

(c) recoveriesmadeof the amountsgrantedfromthe Fund;and
(d) anyincomefrominvestment of theamountofthe Fund.

(2)The fundshallbe appliedformeeting-
(a) expenseson the objectand for the purposesauthorityby this

Act;
(b) salaries,allowancesand otherexpensesofthe members,

officersand otheremployees of the Board;
(c) remunerations of theconsultants andvisiting scientists; and
(d) expensesofthe Boardin thedischarge of its functions under

thisAct.
11. The Board shallprepare,in such form and at such time in each

financial year, as may be prescribed, its budget for the next financial year,
showingthe estimatedreceipts andexpenditure of the Boardand forward the
sameto the CentralGovernment.

Grants and 9.
loans by Central
Government

Fund for
Science and
Engineering
Research

Budget

Annual Report 12. The Board shallprepare,in suchform and at such time in each
financial year, asmaybe prescribed, itsannual report, givinga fullaccountof
its activitiesduringthe previousfinancial year, and submit a copy thereofto
theCentralGovernment.

Accounts and
audit

13. (l) TheBoardshallmaintainproperaccounts and otherrelevant
recordsandpreparean annualstatement ofaccounts in suchformsasmaybe
prescribed bytheCentral Government inconsultation withtheComptrollerand
Auditor-GeneralofIndia.

(2)The ComptrollerandAuditor-General of Indiaor anyotherperson
appointed byhiminconnection withtheauditingoftheaccounts ofthe Board
under thisAct shall have the samerightsandprivilegesand the authorityin
connectionwith suchaudit as the Comptroller andAuditor-General of India
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has inconnection withtheauditing of theGovernment accounts and,inpar­
ticular, shall have the right to demandthe productionofbooks, accounts, .
connected vouchersand otherdocuments andpapersand to inspectanyof
theofficeof theBoardunderthisAct.

(3)Theaccounts of theBoardshall beaudited bythe Comptroller and
Auditor-General ofIndiaannuallyandanyexpenditure incurred inconnection
withsuchauditshallbepayable bythe Boardto the ComptrollerandAudi­
tor-General.

(4)TheBoardshall furnish to the CentralGovernment, before such
dateasmaybeprescribed, itsaudited copy ofaccounts together withauditor's
report.

14. TheCentral Government shall cause theannual reportandaudi­
tors reportto be laid,as soonas maybe aftertheyare received, beforeeach
House ofParliament.

CHAPTER V

MISCELLANEOUS

15. (1) An industrial concern oraninstitution receiving financial assistance
from theBoardshallfurnish return totheBoardinsuchform andat suchtime
as maybespecified byregulations.

(2)TheBoardmayauthorise anofficerto visitanyindustrial concern
or institution referred to insub-section (1 )atanytimeto verify theaccuracy of
anyreturnmadeunderthissection.

16. (1)Without prejudice totheforegoing provisions ofthisAct,the
Board shall, in the dischargeof its functionand duties under this Act, be
boundbysuchdirections onquestions ofpolicyasthe CentralGovernment
maygive inwriting toit from timetotime:

Providedthat the Boardshall,as faraspracticable, be givenand op­
portunityto express its viewsbeforeanydirectionis givenunder this sub­
section.

(2)The decision oftheCentral Government, whetheraquestion isone
ofthe policyornot, shallbefinal.

17 (1) If any time the Central Government is ofthe opinion­
(a) that onaccountof graveemergency,the board is unableto

discharge thefunctions andthedutiesimposed on itbyorunderthe
provisions ofthisAct;or

(b) thattheBoardhaspersistently madedefault incomplying
withanydirection issued bytheCentral Government underthisAct, or
inthe discharge of thefunctions anddutiesimposedon itbyor under
the provisionsof thisAct,andas a ruleof suchdefaultthe financial
positionoftheBoardortheadministrationoftheBoardhasdeteroriated; or

Annual Report
and Auditor's
report to be
laid before
Parliament.

Returns tobe
furnished to
Board.

Power of
Central
Government
to issue
directions.

Power of
Central
Government
to Supersede
Board
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(c)thatcircumstances existwhichrender it necessary in
the public interestso to do,

Delegation

Protection of
action taken in
good faith

power of
Central
Government
to make Rules

•
theCentral Government may, bynotification in theOfficial Gazette, supersede
the Board for suchperiod,notexceeding sixmonthsas maybe specified in
thenotification.

(2)Uponthepublication ofa notification undersubsection (1)super­
c sedingthe Board,-

(a) allthemembers shall, asfrom thedate ofsupersession, vacate
theiroffices assuch;

(b) allthepowers, fimctions andduties whichmay, byor under
the provisionsof thisAct,beexercised or discharged byor on behalf
of theBoardshall.until theBoardis reconstituted undersub-section
(3), be exercisedand discharged by such personor persons as the
Central Government maydirect: and

(c) all property ownedorcontrolled bytheBoardshalluntil
theBoard is reconstituted undersub-section(3), vest inthe Central
Government.
(3) On the expirationof the periodof supersesssionspecifiedin the

notificationissued under sub-section (1), the CentralGovernmentmayre­
constitutethe Boardbya freshappointmentand in such caseany personor
personswho vacated their officesunderclause (a) of sub section (2), shall
notbedeemed to be disqualified forappointment:

Provided that the Central Governmentmay,at any time,before the
expiration of theperiodof supersession, takeactionunderthis sub-section.

(4) The CentralGovernmentshallcausea notificationissued under
sub-section( 1)anda fullreportofanyactiontakenunderthissection andthe
circumstances leadingto suchactionto be laidbeforeeachHouseof Parlia­
mentat theearliest.

18. TheBoardmay, bygeneral or special orderinwriting, delegate to
thechairperson oranyothermemberor to anyofficerof theBoardsubjectto
suchconditions andlimitations.ifany, asmay be specified in theorder, such
of its powers and functionsunderthisAct(except the power under section
21) as it maydeem necessary.

19.No prosecution orotherlegalproceeding shalllieagainsttheCen­
tralGovernment or theBoardoranycommittee appointed byit or anymem­
ber of the Boardor suchcommittee, or anyofficeror employeeof the Gov­
ernmentor the Boardor anyotherpersonauthorised bythe Central Govern­
mentor theBoardtoranything whichis ingoodfaithdoneor intended to be
doneunderthisAct or the rulesor regulations madethereunder.

20.(1)The Central Governmentmay, by notificationin the Official
Gazette, make rulesto carry outthe provisions of thisAct.

(2) Withoutprejudiceto thegenerality of the foregoing power,such
rulesmayprovide foralloranyofthefollowing matters, namely>
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(a) thequalifications andexperience, termofOffice andother
allowances of themembers of the Board, undersub-section(5) of
section 3:-

(b) the powersand duties of the Chairpersonunder sub­
section(6)of section3;

(c) theconstitution ofOversight Committee undersection5;
(d) the constitution of committees undersub-section(l) of

section6.
(e) the formofapplication undersub-section (1)of sction8;
(f) theforminwhich, andthetimeatwhichtheBoardshall

prepareits budgetundersection 11 anditsannualreportunder
section12;

(g) Theformof annual statement ofaccounts undersub­
section(1) of section13andthe datebeforewhichauditedcopyof
the accounts maybe furnished to theCentral government undersub­
section(4)of that section;

(h) anyothermatterwhich is to be or maybeprescribedor
in respectofwhichprovision is to be,or maybe,made byrules.

21.(1)TheBoardmay, withtheprevious approval ofthe Central Gov­
ernment, bynotification in theOfficial Gazette, makeregulations consistant
withthisActandthe rulesgenerally to carryout theprovisions ofthisAct.

(2) inparticular, andwithoutprejudiceto the generalityofthe fore­
goingpower,suchregulationsmayprovideforall or anyofthe following
matters,namely:-

(a) thequalifications andexperience, termsandconditions of
service including salaries andallowances ofthe secretary andotherofficers
andemployees ofthe Boardundersub-section(2) of section4;

(b) theform inwhich andthetimeatwhichthereturns maybe
furnished to the Boardundersub-section(1)of section15.

22.Every ruleandeveryregulation madeunderthisAct shallbe laid,
as soonas maybe afterit is made,before eachHouseofParliament, whileit
is in session, fora totalperiodofthirty dayswhichmaybe comprisedinone
session or intwoor moresuccessive sessions, andif,beforetheexpiryof the
session immediately following the session or the successive sessions
aforesaid,bothHouses agree inmaking anymodification intheruleorregula­
tionorbothHousesagreethattheruleor regulation shouldbe made,therule
orregulation shallthereafter haveeffectonlyin suchmodified formorbe of
no effect, as the case may be; so, however, that any such modification or
annulmentshallbe withoutprejudice to thevalidityof anything previously
doneunderthatruleor regulation.
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