
Regd. No. N.E. 207

The Mizoram Gazette
EXTRAORDINARY

Published by Authority

Vol. V. Aizawl Thursday March 25th 1976, Chaitra 5. S.E. 1898, Issue No.4-

NOTIFICATION

No. F. 2 (35)/75·Leg ; I, the 8th December,1975. The following Ordinance which
received the assent of the President and published in the Gazettee of India
Extra-ordinary Part II Section I dt.8th Dec. 1975 is re-published for general
information.

"The Parliamentary Proceedings (Protection of Publication)
Repeal Ordinance, 1975 (No. 25 of 1975).

Under Secretary to the Govt. of Mizoram
Law and Judicial Department,



THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS (PROTECTION OF PUBLICATION)

REPEAL ORDINANCE, 1975

No. 25 Of 1975

Promulgated by the President in the Twenty-sixth Year of the
Republic of India

An Ordinance to repeal the Parliamentary Proceedings
(Protection of Publication) Act, 1956),

WHEREAS Parliament is not in session and the
President is satisfied that circumstances exist which ren
der it necessary for him to take immediate action;

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers
conferred by clause (1) of article 123 of the Constitu
tion, the President is pleased to promulgate the following
Ordinance :~.

1. (1) This Ordinance may be called the Parlia-
mentary Proceedings (Protection of Publication) Repeal commencement.
Ordinance, 1975.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. During the period 0f operation of this Ordi
nance, the Parliamentary Proceedings (Protection of Pub..
lication) Act, 1956 shall be deemed to be repealed:

Provided that such repeal shall not affect any
proceedings, civil or criminal (whether pending imme
diately before the commencement of this Ordinance or
instituted or taken after such commencement) in respect of..

(a) any publication referred to in sub-section
(1) of section 3 of the said Act, made before such com ..
mencement; or

(b) any report or matter broadcast, before such
commencement, by the means referred to in section 4 of
the said Act,
and accordingly any such proceedings shall be disposed
of as if the said Act had continued in force and this Or..
dinance had not been promulgated.

'FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED,
President.

K.K. SUNDARAM,
Secy. to the Govt' of India.
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NOTIFICATION

No. F.2 (35)/75-Leg-I the 8th Dec. 1975. The following Act/Ordinance which
received the assent of the President and published in the Gazette of India Extra
ordinary Part 11 Section I at 8th Decem.er 1915 is republished for general infor
mation.

"The Press Council (Repeal) Ordinance, 1975 (No 26 of 1975.)

Under Secretary to the Govt, of Mizoram,
Law and judicial Department.

THE PRESS COUNCIL (REPEAL) ORDINANCE, 1975
I

No 26 OF 1975

Promulgated by the President in the Twenty-sixth Year
of the Republic of India.
An Ordinance to repeal the Press Council Act, 1965
and to provide for certain matters incidental thereto.

WHEREAS Parliament is not in session and the Presi
dent is satisfied that circumstances exist which render
it necessary for him to take immediate action,
Now, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred
by clause (I) of article 123 of the Constitution. the Pre
sident is pleased to promulgate the following Ordinance :
I. (I) This Ordinance may be called the Press Council
(Repeal) Ordinance, 1975.
(2) It shall come into force on the 1st day of January,
1976

2. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise re
quires,
(a) "appointed day" means the date on which this Or
dinance comes into force;
(b) "Press Council" means the Press Council of India
established under section 3 of the Press Council Act,
1965.

Act 3. On the appointed day, the Press Council Act, 1965,
shall stand re-pealed, and the Press Council shall stand
dissolved.
4. On the dissolution of the Press Council,
(a) all monies and other property of whatever kind
(including the Fund of the Press Council) owned by, or
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vested in, the Press Council, immediately before the
appointed day shall, on the appointed day, stand trans
ferred to and vest in the Central Government;

(b) subject to the provisions of clause (d), any suit, ap-
peal or other proceeding of whatever nature pending
immediately before the appointed day before any court
or other authority in which the Press Council is a party
shall, on the appointed days abate;

(c) any proceeding of whatever nature pending immeditely
Iy before the appointed day before the Press Council shall,
on the appointed day, abate;

(d) all liabilities and obligations of the Press (council
of whatever kind and subsisting immediately before the
appointed day, shall, on and from the appointed day, be
deemed to be the liabilities or obligations, as the case
may be, of the Central Government, and any procee
ding or cause of action pending or existing immediately
before the appointed day by or against the Press Council
in relation to such liability or obligation may, as from
the appointed day, be continued and enforced by or
against the Central Government.

(e) anything, or any action, which ought to have been
done or taken by the Press Council before the appointed
day with respect to the termination of service of its em
ployees or with respect to any matter in relation there
to or arising there from, but not so done or taken by
that Council, may on and from the appointed day, be
done or taken by the Central Government.

FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED,
President.

K.K. SUNDARAM,
Secy. to the Govt. of India.

No. F. 2 (35)175, Leg. I, the 8th December, 1975. The following Act/Ordinance
which received the assent of the President and published in the Gazette of India
Extraordinary, Part II, Section I, date 8th December, 1975 is republished for gene-
ral information,
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The Delhi Land Holdings (Ceiling) Amendment Ordinances, 1975(No 27 of 1975).

Under Secretary to the Government of Mizoram,
. Law and judicial Department•

.THE DELHI LAND HODLlNGS (CElLING) AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, 1975

NO. 27 OF 1975

Promulgated by the President in the Twenty-sixth Year
of the Republic of India.,

An Ordinance to amend the Delhi Land Holdings
(CeJ1lD~) Act, 1960.

WHEREAS Parliament is, not in session and the
President is satisfied that" circumstances exist which render
it necessary for him to take immediate action;

Now, THEREFORE. in exercise of the powers
conferred by' clause (I) of article 123 of the Constitution,
the President is pleased to. promulgate the following
Ordinance :_ I

L (1) This Ordinance may be called the Delhi
Land Holdings (Ceiling) Amendment Ordinance, 1975.

(2) It shall come into force at once. .

2. During the period of operation of this Ordi
nance, the Delhi Land Holdings (Ceiling) Act, 1960
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), shall have
effect subject to the amendments specified in sections 3
to 14 (both inclusive).

3. In section 1 of the principal Act, in sub-sec
tion (2),-

(a) in clause (b), for the words "owned by the
Central Government". the words :~owne~ and-held by
the Central Government or any State Government" shall
be substituted;

(b) in clause (b), the word "and" occurring at
the end shall be omitted and after that clause, the
following clause shall be inserted, namely :-

"(bb) the areas owned and held by any corpora
tion owned or controlled by the Central Government;";

(c) for clause (c), the following clauses shall be. substi
tuted, namely i-«

ment.
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(c) the areas acquired under any law relating
to the acquisition of land for a public purpose;

(d) the areas held and occupied. on the appoin
ted day, for the purpose of a goshala or for the purpose
of breeding or feeding, or both, of horses, and in either
case, declared as such in the prescribed .manner by the

Chief Commissioner'

Provided that, no declaration under this claw"
shall be made by the Chief Commisioner in respect of
an area held and occupied for the purpose of a goshala
unless the goshala has been established for a charitable
purpose without any motive for profit and registered R;

a society under the. Societies Registration Act, 1860 and
the entire income from such area is utilised for the pur
pose of the goshala.

Provided further that. when any area or any part
thereof ceases to be held and occupied for the purpose
referred to in this clause any declaration made under
this clause, shall cease to have effect either in whole
or in part, as the case may be, and the provisions of
thie Act shall apply to the Whole or part of such area
accordingly; and

(e) the area owned and held by any agricultural
co-operative land mortgage bank, any State or Central
Co-operative Bank of if any -other banx,
Explanation For the purpose of this clause, "bank" means
a banking company as defined in section 5 of the Ban
king Regulation Act, 1949 and includes the state bank
of India constituted under the State Bank of India Act, 1955
a subsidiary bank as defined in the State Bank of India
(subsidiary Bank) Act, 1959, a corresponding new bank
as defined in the Banking Companies (Acquisition and
transfer of Undertakings) Act, 1970 and the Agricultural
Refinance Corporation constituted under the Agricultural
Refinance Corporation Act, 1963.

4. In section 2 of the principal Act,
(a) clause (a) shall be re-lettered a. clause (aa) and

before that clause as so re-lettered, the following clause
shall be inserted" namely ;-
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(a) "appointed day" means the 24th day of January, 1971
(b) for clause (d) the following clause shall be substi
tuted, namely :-

(d) "family", in relation to a person, means the
person, wife or husband, as the case may be. and
the minor sons and unmarried minor daughters of
such person;

(c) after clause (e) the following clauses shall
be inserted, namely i-«

(ee) "orchard" means a conpact area of land,
having fruit bearing trees grown thereon in such number
that they preclude. or when fully grown. would preclude,
substantial part of such land from being used for any
agricultural purpose, but does not, include any land, being
a banana or guava garden or vine yard ;,

(eee) 'person" includes 'a company. family, asso
ciation or other body of individuals whether incorporated
or not, and any institution capable of holding property;
'(d) in clause (h) the words "standard acre" shall be omi
tted: 5. For section 3 of the principal Act, the fallo
wing section shall be substituted, namely :-

"3. (I) Subject to the provisions of this section,
on and from the commencement of the Delhi Land
Holdings (Ceiling). Amendment Ordinance,. 1975. no
person either by himself or, if he has a family, together
with any 'other member of his family (hereinafter referred
to as the person representing the family) -shall, whether
as a Bhumidhar or an Asami or partly in one capacity
and partly in another, be entitled to hold land in excess of··

(a) (i) 7'25 hectares, in the ease of land which
is assured of irrigation from a private source of irri..
gation and is capable of yielding at least two crops in
a year; or

(ii) 5'8 hectares, in the case of land which is assured
of irrigation from a Government source of irrigation and
is capeble of yielding at least two .crops in a year; or
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(b) (i) 10'9 hectares, 'in the case of land which is assured
of irrigation tram a private source of irrigation and is
capable of yielding at least one crops in a year; or
(ii) 8-7 "hectares in the case of land which is assured of
irrigation from a Government Source of irrigation und
is capable yielding at least one crops in a year; or

(c) 21-8 hectares, in the case of any other land, inclu
ding an orchard.

(2) Where a person holds land faliing under more
than one category specified in sub-section (l)~ then, the
land held by him shall be converted in to land falling
under category (c) and for the purpose of such conver
sion one hectare of land falling under category (a) (i )
shall be treated as equal to 3 hectares of land falling
under category (c). one hectare of land tailing under
category (a) (ii) shall' be treated as equal to 3. 75 hectare
of land failing under category (c), one hectare of land
falling under category (b) (i) shall be treated as equal
to 2 hectares of land falling under category (c) and one
hectare of land falling under category (b) (ii) shall be
treated as equal to 2. 5. hectares of land falling under
category (c); and the extent of the land as so converted
together with the extent, of the land if any, falling under
category (e) held by such person shall not exceed 21. 8
hectares.

(3) For the purposes of this section, land which
is assured of irrigation from a Government 'source of
irrigation means any land which is irrigated, or is capa
ble of being irrigated. from such source.

(4) If any question whether any land is capable
of yielding only one crop or more than one crop in a
year arises, such question shall be decided by such au
thority and in such manner as may be prescribed and
the decision of such authority therein shall be final.

,

(5) Where the number of members of the family
of a person exceeds five, he shall be entitled to hold land
in exceed of the ceiling limit to the extent of one-fifth
of the ceiling limit for each member in excess of five;
so, however. as not to exceed twice the ceiling limit in
the aggregate.
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,

(6) Where a person is a member of a family
the land held by such person together with the land
held by every other memberof the family, whether indi
vidually or Jointly, shall be taken into account in deter
mining the ceiling limit.

(7) A person representing a family shall also be
entitled to held land not exceeding the ceiling limit for
each of his major sons, if any:

Provided that the land, if any, held by such major
son' or, if he has a family, by any other memberof his
family shall be taken into account in determining the
'ceiling limit for the purposes of this sub-section.

(8) Where a family holds land in excess of the
ceiling limit and such land includes land held by the
wife or the husband, then, the share of the wife or the
husband as the case may be, in the land that may be
held by the family within the ceiling limit shall be in
the same proportion as it was in the total extend of the
land held by the family.

(9) Where a person is a member of a registered
co-operative farming societyhis share in the land held
by such society shall be take-n into account in calcula
ting the ceiling limit in relation to such person".

6. In section 4 of the principal, Act, for the
words. figures and letters "who at the commencement
of this Act holds, or has at any time during the period
between the 10th day of February, 1959, and such com
mencement held, "the words" who on the appointed day
or at any time thereafter held or holds", shall be
substituted. '.

7. In section 6 of the principal Act, for sub
section (2) the following sub-section shall be substituted,
namely r-«

"(2) For the purpose of determining the ex
cess land under this section any land transferred
by sale, gift or otherwise (other than a bonafide
sale under a registerred 'deed for valuable consi-
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deration) at any time during the period between the
appointed day 'and the commencement of the Delhi

. Land Holdings (Ceiling) Amendment Ordinance,
1975, shall, notwithstanding such transfer, be deemed to
be held by the tansferer and the burden of proving the
transfer by sale as bona fide shall be on the transferer."

8. For section 7 of the principal Act, the following
sections shall be substituted, namely:-

"7. (1) Where any person transfers any land byj
sale, gift or otherwise (other than a bona fide sale un
der a registered deed for valuable consideration) at any
time during the period referred to in sub-section (2) of
section 6, the excess land in relation to such person
shall be selected from out of the land held by him after
such transfer and in case the entire excess land cannot
be so selected, the balance, or. where no land is held
by him after the transfer, the entire excess land, shall
be selected out of the land held by the transferred:

Provided that where such person has transferred
his land to more than one person, the balance or the
entire excess land, as the case may be, -shall be selected
out of the land held by each of the transferers in the
same proportion as the area of the land transferred to
him bears to the total area of the land transferred to all
the transferors.

. (2) Where any excess land is selected out of the
land transferred, the transfer of such land shall be void.

7 A. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other
law, every suit for the specific performance of a contract
for the transfer of land, instituted after the appointed
day and before the commencement of the Delhi Land
Holdings (Ceiling) Amendment Ordinance, 1975 shall
abate and no suit for the specific performance of any
such contract entered into before such commencement
shall be maintainable."

9. In section 10 of the principal Act,-
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(a) for sub-sections (i) and (2), the following
sub-sections shall be substituted, namely r-« ,

"[l ) Where any excess land' of· a Bhumi
dhar vests in the Government, there shall be paid by
the Government to the Bhumidhar and amount calculated
at the rates specified in the Table below, namely:-

II

THE TABLE
Rates per hectare in rupees

Class of land
For the first
3 hectares

(a) Land under assured irrigation and 5,000
capable of yielding at least . two
crop in a year.

• (b) Land under assured irrigation and.. 2,500
capable of yielding at least one
crop in a year,

(c) Any other land (including an orchard) i,25Q

For the next
3 hectares

4,400

2,200

1.100

For the
remaining area

4,000

2,000

1,000

Provided that where such excess land or any part thereof is in the possession
of an Asami, the amount payable in respect of the land shall be apportioned
between the Bhumidhar and the Asami in such proportion as may be determined
by the competent authority in the prescribed manner, having-regard' to their res"
pective shares in the net income from such land. . -

(2) In addition to the amount payable in respect of any excess land under
sub-section (i), there shall also be paid an amount in respect of any structure Or
building, including, wells, tubewells and embankmeats constructed on such eXCeSS

land and such amount shall be fifty per cent. of the market-value of such structure
or building and shall be paid to the person who has constructed the structure or
building .

(b) in sub-section (3),-

(i) for the word "compensation" where it occurs in the first place, the
words an amount" and where it occurs in the second place, the word "amount"
shall be substituted;
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(ii) for the words, brackets and figures
"sub-section (4) of section 7", the words, brackets .end
figures "sub-section (2) of section 7" sball be substituted;

(c) in sub-section (4),-

(i) for the words, "the compensation", the
words "the amount" shall be substituted;

omitted ;

(d) in sub-section (5), for tbe word "compensation",
the words "the amount" shall be substituted;

(e) in sub-section (6), for the words "of compen
sation" shall be omitted.

10. section II of the principal Act, for the word
"Compensation" Wherever It occurs, the word "amount"
shall be substituted.

11I. In section 16 of the Principal Act, for the words
"to such persons," the words and brackets" to such per
sons (preference being given to landless agricultural
labourers particularly those belonging to the Sheduled
Castes or the Scheduled Tribes "sbail be substituted.

12. In section 23 of the Principal Act, in sub-section

(I), for the words "shall be punishable witb fine
which may extend to one ' thousand rupees, ,., the words
"shall be punishable with imprisonment for term which
may extend to six months and with fine which may ex
tend thousand rupees" shall be substituted.
13. Section 26 of the principal Act shall omitted.

14. In section 27 of the principal Act,
(a) in sub-section (2),-

(i) in Clauses (g), (h) and (i), for the word
"compensation:' the word "amount" shall be sub
stituted,

(ii) in clause 0), for the word "compensation,"
"any amount" shan be substituted.

(b) in sub-section (3). for tbe words" whicb may' be
comprised in one session or in two successive sessions,
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and if, before the expiry of the session in which it is
so laid or the session immediately following," the words
which may be comprised in one session or in two or
more successive session and if before the expiry of
the session Immediately following the session or tthe suc-
cesslvc sessions aforesaid shall be substitued,

15. (l) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (2), all
proceedings relating to the determination of excess land
and payment of amount therefore under the principal
Act pending, immediately before the commencement of
this Ordinance, before any authority shall be continued
and disposed of in accordance with the provisions of the
principal Act as it stood immediately before such com..
mencement.

(2) Nothing in sub-section (I) shall be deemed to
entitled any person to hold after the commencement of
this Ordinance, land in excess of the ceiling limit under
the principal Act as amended by section 4 of this
Ordinance and accordingly tile provision of the pr inci..
pal Act as amended by this Ordinance shall, after such
commencement, apply to such person in relation to such
excess land.

FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED,
President.

K. K. SUNDARAM,
Secy). to the Govt. of India.
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NOTIFICATIONS

No. F 2 (35)j75-Leg-2 Dated the 8th Dec 1975. The following Act j Ordinance
which received the assent of the President and published in the Gazette of India
Extraordinary Part II Section I, dt. 8th Dec. 1975 is republished for general in
formation.

"The prevention of Publication of O~iectionablc Matter Ordianccs, 1975,
1975 (No. 28 of 1975).

Under Secretary to the GOvt of Mlzoram,
Law and Judicia! Department

THE PREVENTION OF PUBLICATION OF OBJECTIONABLE MATTER
ORDINANCE. 1975

NO 28 OF 1975

Promulgated by the president in toe twenty-sixth year of tho Republic of India.
An Ordinance to provide against the printing and publication of incitement to crime
and other objectionable matter. WHEREAS parliament is not in session and the
president is satisfied that circumstances exist which render it necessary for him
to take immediate action i-«

NOW, THEREFORE, in exarcise of the powers confered by clause (I) of
article 123 of the Constitution, the President is pleased to promulgate the follow
ing Ordinance ~-

CHAPTER I

PRILIMINARY

I. (1) This ordinance may be called the Prevention
of Publication of Objectionable Matter Ordinance, 1975.

(2) It extends to the whole of India.

(3) It shall come into force at once. tent

and 2. (1) In this ordinance, unless the context other
wise require.

(a) "book" includes every volume, part or division
of a volume, pamphlet and leaflet, in any language, and
every sheet of music, map, chart or plan seperately prin
ted, lithographed or otherwise mechanically Produced;
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(b) "Code" means the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, 1973;

(c) "competent authority" mean, a competent
authority appointed under section 4;

(d) "document" include, 01'0 any painting,
drawing or photograph or other visible representation;

(e) "newspaper" means any periodical work
containing public news or comments on public news;

(f) "newspaper" mean, any document other than
a newspaper containing public news or comments on
public news;

(g) "press" means a printing press, and includes
all plant, machinery, duplicators, types, implements and
other materials used for the purpose of, or in con
nection with, printing or multiplying documents;

(h) "Press Registration Act" means the Press and
Registration of Books Act, 1867;

(i) "State Government", in relation to a Union
territory, means the administrator thereof appointed un-
der article 239 of the Constitution;

0) "unauthorised newspaper" means

(i) any newspaper in respect of which security
has been required under this Ordinance but has not been
furnished as required. or I

(ii) any newspaper which is published without
conforming to the rules laid down in section 5 of the
Press Registration Act;

(k) "unauthorised news sheet" means any news -
sheet in respect of which security has been required
from the publisher thereof under this Ordinance but has
not been furnished as required or any news-sheed which
doe, not contain the name of the printer and the publisher;

(I) "undeclared press" means any press other than a
press in respect of which there is for the time being a
valid declaration under section 4 of the Press Registra-..
tion Act;

(m) any expression used but not defined in this
Ordinance shall,-
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(i) if such expression is defined in the Code.
have the same meaning as in the Code; and.

(ii) if such expression is not defined 111 the
Code but defined in the Indu1-11 penal Code, have. the
same meaning as in the Indian penal Code.

(2) For the purposes of this Ordinance, where dif
ferent editions of the same newspaper or news-sheet are
published, each such edition shall be deemed to tie a
separate newspaper or newsheet.

(3) Any reference in this Ordinance to any law
which is not force in any area shall, in relation to that
area, be construed as a reference to the corresponding
law, if any, in force in that area.

(4) Any reference in this Ordinance to any officer
or authority shall, in relation to any area in which there
is no officer or authority with the same designation, be
construed as a reference to such officer or authority as
may be specified by the Central Government by notifica
tion in the Official Gazette.

3. In this Ordinance, the expression "objection-
able matter" means any words, sign or visible rcpre-
sentations-

(a) which are likely 10-

(i) bring into hatred or contempt or excite
disaffection towards the Government established by law
in India or in any State thereof and thereby cause or
tend to cause public disorder; or

(ii) incite any person to interfere with the
production, supply or distribution of food or other essen
tial commodities or with essential services; or

(iii) reduce any member of the Armed Forces
or the Forces charged with the maintenance of public
order from his allegiance or his duty or prejudice the
recruiting of persons to serve in any such Force or pre.
judice the discipline of any such Force;

(iv) promote disharmony or feelings of enmity,
hatred or ill-will between different religious, racial,
language or regional groups or cases or communities; or
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(v) cause fear or alarm to the public or to
any section of the public whereby any person may be
induced to commit an offence against the State or against
the public tranquility; or

(vi) incite any person or any class or
community of persons to commit murder, mischief or
any other offence; or

(b) which-
(i) are defamatory of the President of India,

the Vice President of India, the Prime Minister or any
other Member of the Council of Minister of the Union,
the Speaker of the House of the People or the Governor
of a State;

(ii) are grossly indecent, or are scurrilous or
obscene or intended for blackmail.

Explanation I.-Comments expressing disapprobation or
criticism of any law or of any policy or administrative
action of the Government with a view to obtain its
alteration or redress by lawful means, and words pointing
out, with a view to their removal by lawful means,
matters which are producing, or have a tendency to
produce disharmony or feelings of enmity, hatred or
ill-will between different religious, racial, language or
regional groups or castes or communities. shall not be
deemed to be objectionable matter within the meaning
of this section.

Explanation 11.- In considering whether any
matter is objectionable matter under this Ordinance, the
effect of the words, signs or visible representations, and
not the intension of the keeper of the press or the pub
lisher or editor of the newspaper or news-sheet, as the
case may be shall be taken into account.

of 4. (1) The Central Government may, by notifica-
tion in the Official Gazette, appoint such officers (being
officers of the Central Government, not below the rank

of a Deputy Secretary to ~hat Government, or officers
of State Governments or Administrations of Union terri-. . '. ,
tories not below the rank of a District Magistrate) as it
deems fit to be competent authorities for the. purposes of
this Ordinance and specify the Iocal limits of'their juris-
diction. J '
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(2) An officer appointed under sub-section (1) may
exercise the powers of a competent authority under this
Ordinance in relation to presses situated and newspapers
and news-sheets published within the local limits of his
jurisdiction, the keepers of such presses and the publishers
and editors of such newspapers.

CHAPTER II

PROHIBITION OF PREJUDICIAL PUBLICATIONS

5. (I) The Central Government or the competent
authority, if satisfied that action is necessary f()l' the
purpose of preventing or combating

(a) any activity prejudicial to the interests of so
vereignty and integrity of India, security of the State,

friendly relations with foreign States, public order, de
cency or morality; or

(h) any activity involving, or likely to involve or
culminate in incitenment to offences may, by order in
writing, addressed to the keeper of any press or any
publisher or editor, prohibit the printing or publication
in any document or any class of documents of any
matter relating to a particular subject or class of sub
jects for a specified period (not exceeding two months
from the date of communication of the order) or i J1 a
particular issue or issues of a newspaper or periodical.

(2) An order made under sub-section (1) shall
not take effect until it is communicated to the person
against whom it is made.

(3) When any order is made by the compe
tent authority under sub-section (1) against any person,
the competent authority shall forthwith report the tact
to the Central Government together with the grounds on
which the order has been made and such other particu
lars as in his-opinion have a bearing on the matter and
the Central Government may, if satisfied after making
such enquiry, if any, as it may deem fit, that it is pro
per so to do Set aside such order or modify such order
to the advantage of such person.
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(4) Without prejudice to the provisions of
sub-section (3), any person aggrieved by an order made
under sub-section (I) may, within ten days of the com
munication of the order to him make a representation
to the Central Government and the Central Government
may, after making such enquiry as it may deem fit and
after taking into account the action, if any, taken by it
under sub-section (3) in respect of such order, dispose of
the matter confirming, modifying or setting aside
the order or, as the case may be, confirming such action;

Provided that if the person making the represen
tation makes a request in his representation that he
should be given an opportunity to be heard, the Cen
tral Government or the State Government, as the case
may be, shall not dispose of the matter without giving
to such person such opportunity.

(5) If within a period of seven days from the
date of receipt of a representation under sub-section (4)
the Government fails to confirm, modify or set aside the
order against which the representation Is made, the or
der shall, unless sooner set aside under sub-section (3),
be deemed to have been set aside on the expiry of that
period.

Explanation.- In computing the said period of
seven days.-

(a) public holidays, that is to say, days on which
the offices of the Government remain closed; and

(b) any time allowed to the person making the
representation in compliance with his request to be
heard; and

(c) any period during which the representation
could not be disposed of by reason of any injunction or
order of any court (including the day on which 'such
order or injunction was issued or made and the day on
which it was withdrawn), shall be excluded.
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(6) In the event of disobedience of an order made
under section 5, the Central Government or the corn
petent authority issuing the order may, withouth prejudice
to any other penalty, to which the person guilty of the
disobedience of the order is liable under this ordinance
or under any other law for the time being force, direct
that copies of the publication made in disobedience of
such order be seized, and that any printing press or
other instrument or apparatus used in the publication
be closed down, for the period such order is in operation.

7. Whoever contravances, disobeys or neglects
to comply with any order made under section 5 shall.
on conviction, be punished with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to one year, or with fine which
may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both.

CHAPTER III

FREVENTION OF PRINTING AND PUBLICATION
OF OBJECTIONABLE MATTER

orders

8. Whenever itappears to the competent authority
that aay press has been used for the porpcse of printing
Of publishing any newspaper, newsheet, book or other
document containing objectionable matter, and that there in
are sufficient grounds for demanding security from the
keeper of the press under this section, the competent
authority shall, by order in writing, direct the keeper
of the press to deposit as security, within twenty-one
days from the date of the order, such amount as the
competent authority may think fit to require.

Provided that if, having regard to all thc circum
stances of the case, the competent authority is satisfied
that _the requirements of the case will be met by a war
ning, the competent authority may, instead of demanding
security, record, by order in writing. such warning.

9. Whenever it appears to the competent autho
rity that any .press in respect of which any security has
been ordered to be deposited under section 8 or under
this section i.s thereafter used for the purpose of prin
ting or pulishing any newspaper, news-sheet, book or
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other document containing objectionable matter, the
competent authority shall, by order in writing, declare
such security as has been deposited, or any portion there
of, to be forfeited to the Central Government or direct
the keeper of the press to deposit, within twenty-one
days from the date of the order, such further security
as the competent authority may deem fit to require
and may also, in either case, declare all copies of the
newspaper, news-sheets book or otherdocument containing
such objectionable matter, wherever found in India, to
be forfeited to the Central Government.

10. (1) Where the keeper of the press is required
under section 8 or section 9 .to deposit any amount as
security and the deposit is not made within the time
allowed-

(a) the declaration made by the keeper of the
press under the Press Registration Act shall be deemed
to be annulled ; and

(b) notwithstanding anything contained in the
Press Registration Act, neither the said keeper of the
press nor any other person shall make or be allowed
to make a fresh declaration before a Magistrate under
that Act in respect of the press, unless the amount
required to be deposited as security by the keeper of
the press under section 8 or section 9 is deposited by
the keeper of the press or such other person; and

(c) the press shall not be used for printing or
publishing of any newspaper. news-sheet, book or other
document until the deposit has been made.

(2) If any press is used in contravention of clause (c) of
sub-section (I), any Judicial Magistrate may on a com
plaint made to him in this behalf by the competent
authority direct the keeper of the press to show cause
why it should not be forfeited and after hearing him and
on being satisfied that their are sufficient grounds for
passing the order. declare the press or any part thereof
to be forfeited to the Central Government:

Provided that the press or any part thereof so
forfeited shall not be disposed of within aperiod of three
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months from the date of the order of fotify ,:11 if
the keeper of the press makes the required deposit within
the aforesaid period, the press or the part thereof shall
be returned to the keeper of the press.

11. Whenever it appears to the competent authority
that a news-paper Of news-sheet contains any objectionablenabla
matter, and that there are sufficient grounds for dcnin .demanding
security in respect of the newspaperor news-sheet under
this section, the competent authority shall, by order in
writing, direct the publisher of the newspaper or news
sheet to deposit, within twenty-one days from the date
of the order, as security in respect of the newspar.cr or
news-sheet, such amount as the competent author! may
think fit to require:

Provided that if, having regard to all the cir
cumstances of the case, the competent authority is satis
fled that the requirements of the case will be met by
warning, the competent authority may, instead of
demanding security, record, by order in writing, such
warning.

12. Whenever it appear to the competent authority that
any news-paper or news-sheet in respect of which any
security has been ordered to be deposited by the pub
lisher under section 11 or under this section thereafter
publishes any objectionable matter, the competent. au
thority shall, by order in writing, declare such security
as has been deposited or any portion thereof to be for
felted to the Central Government or direct the publisher
of the news-paper or news-sheet to deposit within twen
ty-one days from the date of the order such further
security as the competent authority may deem fit to
requre and may also, in either case, declare an copies
of the newspaper or news-sheet containing such objec
tionable matter, whenever found in India, to be forfeited
to the Central Government.

13. (1) Where the publisher of a newspaper is required
under section 11 or section 12 to deposit any amount
as security in respect of any newspaper and the deposit
is not made within the time allowed.c-.
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(a) the declaration made by the publisher of the
newspaper under section 5 of the Press Registration
Act shall be deemed to be annulled; and

(b) notwithstanding anything contained in the Press
Registration Act. neither the said publisher nor any
other person shall make, or be allowed to make, a fresh
decleration before a Magistrate under section 5 of that
Act as publisher of that newspaper or any other news
paper which is the same in substance as that newspaper,
unless the amount required to be deposited by the pub
lisher of the newspaper under section 11 or section 12
is deposited by the said publisher or such other person.

(2) Where a deposit is required from the publisher of
a newspaper or news-sheet under section 11 or section
12, no press shall, after the expiry of the time .allowed
to make the deposit, be used for the printing of such
newspaper or news-sheet, until the deposit has been made.

(3) The keeper of any press who knowingly contra
vences the provisions of sub-section (2) shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one
year. or with fine, or with both, and where such keeper
is convicted for a second or subsequent contravention
of that sub-section in respect of the same newspaper or
news-sheet, the court may also direct that the press or any
part thereof shall be forfeited to the Central Government.

Provided that the press or part thereof so for
feited shall not be disposed of within a period of three
months from the date of the order of forfeiture and,
if the keeper of the press makes the required deposit
within the aforesaid period, the press or part thereof,
as the case may be, shall be returned to the keeper

of the press.

14. Whenever it appears to the competent authority
that a newspaper or news-sheet contains any objectionable
matter and that there are sufficient grounds for deman..
ding security from the editor of the newspaper or news..

in sheet under this section, the competent authority shall,
by order In writing, direct the editor of the newspaper
or news-sheet to deposit, with in twenty-one days from



24

from the date of the order, such amount as the compe
cmpetantmpetant authority may think fit to require.

Provided that if, having regard to all the circum
stances of the case, the competent authority is satisfied
that the requirements of the case will be met by a war
ning to the editor, the competent authority may, instead
of demanding security, record, by order in writing such
warning.

15. Whenever it appears to the competent authority

(a) that any newspaper or news-sheet contains
any abjectionable matter.

(b) that the editor of such newspaper or news-sheet
has been ordered fo deposit security (whether as editor of
the same newspaper or news-sheet or of any other
newspaper or news-sheet) under section 14 or this section.
the competent authority shall, by order in writing, dec
lared such security as has been deposited by such editor
or any portion thereof to be forfeited to the Central
Government or direct such editor to deposit within twen
ty-one days from the date of the order such further se
curity as the competent authority may deem fit to require.

16. (1) The amount of security which may be required
to be deposited under any of the forgoing sections of
this Chapter shall he fixed with due regard to the cir
cumstances of the case and shall not- exessive.

(2) The amount of security directed to be deposi
ted under any of the foregoing sections of this Chapter
shall be deposited in money or the equivalent thereof
in Government securities in accordance with such order
as the Central Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, make, with such authority or agency
as may be specified in such order.

17. (1) The competent authority shall not make any
order under section 8, section 9. section 11, section 12,
section 14 or section 15, unless he is satisfied, upon a
complaint made to him in writing by the proper officer
and inquiry made in the manner provided in this sec
tion, that it is necessary to make such order.
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Explanation:- In this sub-section, "proper offi
cer" means any officer empowered by the Central Go
vernment or a State Government, ,by general or special
order in writing, to make complaints under this section.

(2) Every complaint to the competent authority
under sub-section (I) against any person (hereafter in
this section referred to as the respondent) shall state or
describe the objectionable matter in respect of which the
complaint is made and, where it is desired that security
should be demanded from the respondent, shall specify
the amount of security which, in the opinion of the offi
cer making the complaint, should be so demanded.

(3) On receipt of a complaint under sub-section
(1) the competent authority may, after making such pre-
liminary inquiry, if any, as he may beem necessary, is
sue notice thereof to the raspondent.

(4) When the respondent appears before the com
petent authority in compliance with a notice under sub
section (3) the competent authority shall settle the points
for detarmination and proceed to inquire into the com
plaint and, after taking such evidence as may 'be pro
duced and after hearing the parties, make such order as
he may deem fit.

(5) The competent authority shall inquire into the
complaint, as nearly as practicable, in the manner pres
cribed for conducting trials in summons cases by Magis
trates under the Code.

(6) If, on the day appointed for the appearance
of the respondent or any day subsequent thereto to which
the inquity may be adjourned, the respondent does not
appear, the competent authority may proceed to hear
the complaint and take all such evidence, if any, as
may be produced in support of the complaint and make
such orders under this Ordinance as he mayy deem fit.

Provided that if, on an application made by the
respondent within fifteen days of the date of the
exparte order, the competent authority is satisfied that
there are sufficient grounds. he may set aside the order
and make a fresh inquiry into the complaint.
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(7) In any inquiry before the competent autho
rity with reference to any newspaper or news-sheet any
previous or subsequent issue of such newspaper or news
sheet may be given in evidence in aid of the proof of
the nature and effect of the words, signs or visible re
presentation in respect .of which the complaint is made.

(8) For the purpose of hearing and deposing of
complaints under this section, the competent authority
shall have all the powers of a Judicial Magistrate ,,[ the
first class under the Code.

18. (1) When any order is made by the compe
tent authority under this Chapter against any person, the
competent authority shall forthwith report the fact to
the Central Government together with the ground.Is on
which the order has been made and such other particulars

lars as in the opinion of the competent authority have
a bearing on the matter arid the Central Government
may, if satisfied after making such inquiry. if any, as it
may deem fit. that it is proper so to do, set aside; such
order or modify such order to the advantage of such
person.

(2) Without prejudice to the provisions the of
subsection (I), any preson aggtived by an order of the
competent authority under this Chapter may, within
thirty days of the making of such order, prefer an
appeal to the Central Government and the Central
Governmentmay, after making such in quriy as it may
deem fit and after taking into account the action, if
any taken by it under sub-section (1) in respect of such
order, dispose of the appeal confirming, modifying or
setting aside the order or, as the Case may be, confir
ming such action;

Provided that before confirming any such order
or modfying it to the disadvantage of the appellant, the
Government shall give an apportunity to the appellant to
represent his case.

(3) On the disposal of the appeal, the Govern,
ment shall communicate the order made by it to the
appellant and the competent authority'
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(4) If within a period .of sixty days from the date of
receipt of an appeal under sub-section (I) the Govern
ment fails to confirm, modify or set aside the order
appealed against, the order shall, unless sooner set aside
under sub section (I), be deemed to have been set aside
on the date of the expiry.9f the said Period.

Explanation-In computing the said period of six
ty days, any period during which the Government could
not dispose of the appeal by reason of any injunction
or order of any Court (including the day on which in
such injuction or order was issued or made and the date
on which it was withdrawn) shall be excluded,

CHAPTER IV

PRIVENTION OF CERCULATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF
OBJECTIONABLE MATTER

19. Where it appears to the Central Government that
any issue of a newspaper or a new-sheet Or any book
or other document, wherever made, contains any objec..

tionable matter, that Government may, by notification
in the Official Gazette. stating the grounds for the or
der, declare that every copy of such issue of the news
paper or news-sheet or of such book or document shall
be forfeited to the Government.

20. (1) Any officer of customs under the Customs Act,
1962 Or any other officer empowered by a general or
special order of the Central Government in this behalf
may detain any pakage imported into India in which he

imported. suspects there are' newspapers, new-sheets, books or other
documents containing objectionable matter and shall for-
. thwith forwor copise of any such newspaper, news-sheet,
1I00k or other documents found therein to such officer
as the. Central Government may appoint in this behalf
to b be dispose in such manner as tile Central Gov
ernment may direct.

(2) Any person aggrieved by any action taken under
sub-section (1) may apply, within fourteen days from the
date on which such action is taken, to the Central Go-
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vernmenr for review and the Central Government may
pass such orders thereon as ~ it thinks fit.

21. (I) No newspaper, news-sheet, book or other
document which has been declared to be forfeited under
any of the provisions of this Ordinance and no unau
thorised newspaper or unauthorised news-sheet shall he
transmitted by post.

(2) Any officer in charge of a post office authorised by
the Central Government in this behalf may detain inco
urse of of transmissesion by post any article other than
a letter which he suspect. to contain any document as is
mentoned in sub-section (I) and shall deliver all such
articles to such officer as the Central Government may
appoint in this behalf.

(3) If the officer to whom any article is delivered
under sub-section (z) is satisfied that the article contains
any such document as is mentioned in sub-section
(I), he my pass such orders as to the disposal of the
article and its content. a. he deems/proper, and, if he
is not satisfied, he shall return the article to the post
office fo transmission to the addressee.

22. (I) Any police officer or any other officer empo
wered in this behalf by a State Government may seize
any unauthorised newspaper or unauthorised news-sheet
in the State.

(2) Any Metropolitan Magistrate, Chief Judicial
Magistrate or a Magistrate of the first class may, by
warrant, authorise any police officer. not below the rank
of a sub-inspector, to enter upon and search any place
where any stock of unauthorised newspaper or news
sheets may be, or may be reasonably suspected to be,
and such police officer may seize any documents found
in such place which, in his opinion. are unauthorised
newspapers or unauthorised news-sheets.

(3) All documents seized under sub-section (I)
shall be produced, as soon as may be, before a Metro
politan Magistrate, a Chief Judicial Magistrate or a Ma-
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gistrate of the first class and all documents seized under
sub-section (2) shall be produced, as soon as may be,
before the Court of the Magistrate who issued the
warrant.

(4) If in the opinion of such Magistrate or Court
any of such documents are unauthorised newspapers or
unauthorised news..sheets, the Magistrate or Court any
of such documents are unauthorised newspapers or unau
thorised news-sheets, the Magistrate or court may cause
them to be destroyed, but if, in the opinion of such Ma..
gistrate or Court any of such documents are not unau
thorised newspaper or unauthrised news-sheets, such Ma
gistrate or Court shall dispose of them in the manner
provided in sections 457, 458 and 459 of the Code.

23. (1) Where a Metropolitan Magistrate or a
Chief Judicial Magistrate has reason to believe that an
unauthorised newspapers or unauthorised news-sheet is
being produced from an undeclared press within the local
limits of his jurisdiction, he may, by warrant, authorised
any police officer, not below the rank of a sub-inspector
to enter upon and search any place where such undec
lared press may be, or may be reasonably suspected to
be, and if, in the opinion of the police officer,any press
found in such place is an undeclared press and is used
to produce an unauthorised newspaper or unauthorised
news-sheet, he may seize such press and any documents
found in the place which, in his opinion, are unauthori-
sed newspapers or anauthorised news-sheets.

(2) The police officer shall forthwith make a report
of the search to Court which issued the warrant and
shall praduce before such Court as soon as may. be all
property seized:

Provided that where any press which has been sei
zed cannot be readily removed, the police officer may
produce before the Court only such parts thereof as he
may think fit.

(3) If such Court, after such inquiry as it may
think requisite, is of opinion that a press seize un-
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dcr this section is an unauthorised press which is used
to produce an unauthorised newspaper or newssheet
it may, by order in writing, declare the press or any
part thereof to be forfeited to the Central Government
but if after such inquiry the court is not of' such opt ..
nion, it shall dispose of the press in the manner pro"
vided in sections 457,458 and 459 of the Code.

(4) The Court shall deal with the documents
produced before it under this section in the manner
provided ill sub-section (4) of section 22.

CHAPTER V
APPEALS AND APPLICATIONS TO HIGH COURT

24. (1) Any person aggrieved by an older passed un
der section 18 may prefer an appeal to the High Court
within the Jurisdiction of which such person ordinarily
resides or carries on business or personally works for gain.

(2) No appeal shall be entertained under sub-sec
tion (I) unless it is made within sixty days of the date
of the order appealed against.

(3) Upon any appeal under this section, the High
Court may pass such order as it deems fit confirming
varying or setting aside the order appealed from, and
may pass such consequantial or incidental orders as may
be necessary.

25. (I) Any person aggrieved by an order of forfeiture
passed by a Magistrate under sub-section (2) of section
10 or sub-section (3) of section 13 may within sixty
days of the date of such order make an application
to the High Court to which such Magistrate is subor
dinate.

(2) Any person aggrieved by an order of forfeiture
passed under section 19 or by an order under sub-section
(2) of section 20 may, within sixty days of the date of
such order, make an application to the High Court
within the jurisdiction of which such person ordinarily
resides or carries on business or personally works for gain.
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(3) The High Court to which any application is
made under this section may pass such order as it
deem, fit confirming; varying or setting aside the order

in respect of which such application is made and may
be necessary.

26. Every appeal and every application to a High Court
under this Chapter shall, where the High Court consists
of three or more Judges, be beard and determined by a
Special Bench of the High Court composed of three
Judges and where the High Court consists of less than
three Judges, such Special Bench shall be composed
of all the Judges of the High Court.

•
27. Every High Court may frame rules to regulate the
procedure in respect of appeals and applications under
this Chapter and until such rules are framed, the practice
of such High Court in proceedings in respect of appeal
and revision shall apply, in so far as may be practicable,
to such appeals and applications.

CHAPTER VI
PENALTIES

28. Whoever is the keeper of a press which Is used for
the printing or publishing of any news-paper, news-sheet,
book or other document without making -a deposit as
required under section 8 or section 9 shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to six
months or with fine which may extend to two thousand
repees or with ,both.

29. Whoever publishes any newspaper or news-sheet
without making a deposit as required under section 11
or section 12 or publishes such newspaper or news-sheet
knowing that such security has not been deposited shall
be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend
to two thousand rupees, or with both.

30. Whoever acts as an editor
news-sheet without making a

of a newspaper or
deposit as re-
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qulred under section 14 or section 15 shall be punishable

with imprisonment for a term which rna}' extend to three
months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand
rupees, or with both.

31. Whoever sells or distribute; or keeps for sale or
distribution any unauthorised newspaper or un authorised
new-sheet knowing or having reason to believe that it
was an unauthorised newspaper or an unauthorised
news-sheet shall be punishable with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to six months. or with fine, or
with both,

CHAPTER

MISCELLANEOUS

32. Every notice under this Ordinance shalli1 be
served in the manner provided for the service of sum"
monses under the Code:

Provided service in such manner cannot, by the
exercise of due dilligence, be effected, the serving officer
shall, where the notice is directed to the keeper of the
press, affix a copy thereof to some conspicuous part of
the place where the press is situated, as described in the
keepers' declaration under section 4 of the press Regi..
stration Act, and , where the notice is directed to the
publisher or editor of a newspaper. to a conspicuous part
of the premises where the publication of such newspaper
is conducted, as given -in the publisher's declaration un
der section .5 of that Act and the reupon the notice shall
be deemed to have been dilly served.

33. (I) Where any press or any copies of news
paper, news-sheet book or other document are declared
to the Central Government under this Ordinance, the
Central Government may require a Magistrate to issue
a warrant empowering any police officer Dot below the
rank of a sub...inspector, to seize and detain any proper
ty ordered to be forfeited and to enter upon and search
for such property in any premises
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(a) Where anysuch property may be or may be
reasonably suspected to be, or

(b) Where any copy of such newspaper, news
sheet, book or other document is kept for sale, distri·
bution publication or public exhibition or is reasonably
suspected to be so kept-

(2) Without pre judice to the provisions contai
ned in sub- section (1), where any newspaper, news,
sheet or other document is declared forfeited to Govern
ment, it shall be lawful for any police officer to seize
the same wherever found.

34. Every werrant issued under .this Ordinance
shall, so far as it relates to a search, be executed in the
manner provided for the excution of search warrants
under the Code.

35. (1) Where any keeper of a press or publisher or
editor of a newspaper or news-sheet has deposited
any amount as security or further security as required
under section 8 or section 9 or section 11 or section
12 or section 14 or section 15 and no further action
has been taken taken in respect of the press or the pub
lisher or the editor under this Ordinance for a period
of two years from the date of such deposit, the person
who made the deposit or any person claiming under
him may apply to the Central Government for the return
of the security in deposit.

(2) The Central Government shall, after making
such inquiry as it may deem fit and after being satisfied
about the claim of the applicant, direct the security to
be returned to the applicant.

36. For the purpose of determining any period of limi
tation prescribed by this Ordinance for any application
or appeal, the provisions of sections 4 to 24 of the Limi
tation Act, 1963 shall apply as they apply for
mdetermining the period of limitation prescribed for
any appeal or application by the schedule to that Act.

37. Every declaration of forfeiture purporting to be made
under this Ordinance shall, as against all persons be
conclusive evidence that the forfeiture therein referred
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to has 'taken place, and except as provided by this
Ordinance-

(a) no proceeding taken or purporting to be ta
ken under this Ordinance shall be called in question by
or before any court; and.

(b) no civil or criminal proceedings shall be insti-
tuted against any person for anything which is in good
faith done or intended to be done under this Ordinance.
38. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Ordi-
nance, no keeper of a press publisher of any newspa
per or news..sheet or editor of any newspaper or news
sheet shall be prosecuted under section 29, section 30 or
section 31, as the case may be, if for the same act or
ommission such person has been proceeded against under
section 8 or section 9 or section 11 or section 12 or
section 14 or section 15, as the case may be,
nor shall any such person be proceeded against unJer
section 8 or secton 9 or section 11 or section 12 or sec
tion 14 or section I5 as the case may be, if for the-
same act or ommission such person has been prosecuted
under section 29, or section 30 or section 31, as the
case may be.

39. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code, any
offence punishable under this Ordinance and any abet
ment of such offence shall be cognizable and bailable.

40. Section 6, 7 and 8 of the Criminal and Elec
tion Laws Amendment Act, 1969 are hereby repealed.

FAKHRUDOIN ALI AHMED,
President.

K,K. Sundaran,
Secy, to the Govt. of India•




