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PU J. LALSANGZUALA to lay on the table a copy each of
the :—

(i) The Mizoram State Legal Services Authority (Amendment)
Rules 1997,

(ii) The Mizoram State Legal Services Authority Regulations
1998.

PRESENTATION OF REPORT

THE SPEAKER to report to the House the Time-Table in regards
to Business as settled by the Business Advisory Committee,

DISCUSSION ON GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS
DISCUSSION or Motion of Thanks on Gevernor’s Address.

SPEAKER : ‘The light of the eyes rejoices the heart, and
good news refreshes the bones’,
Proverbs 15: 30

I now request the Leader of the House to make obituary
reference on the demise of Pi Saptawni,

PU LAL THANHAWLA : I raise to make obituary referen~

CHIEF MINISTER ces in honour of Pi Saptawni,

who have passed away on

23, 12. 1997 at 6:30 Am. She was a member of this August
House when Mizoram was a Union Territory.

Late Pi Saptawni was born in 1929 at Saitual and was the
davghter of Rev. Liangkhaia and Pi Ngurliani Sailo; She had her
early education at Saitual Primary School, and in 1962 she passed
matric and graduated in 1965 and later passed B,T. in Guwahati;
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She scrved as a tezcher at P.C. 'Girls Sehool and was appointed as
HMeadmistress in 1968. She alse beoame the first Mizo Headmis-
tress. In 1978 she was awarded Certificate of Honour and merit
by the Government of Mizoram and in the same year National
Award for Teacher was awarded to her. In 1997 the American
Biographical JIestitute had awarded her International Award .of
Recognition for Studies in Teaching, Profession and women’s
ministry. :

Pi Saptawni has spent' m'OSt of her time for various church
activities, She was alsq.one of the founders of K.T.P. In 1978
she was elected as Elder from Mlss;pn Veng Presbyter:an church
but was not ordained. She sergvt?d as a preacher in Sunday school
since she was only 14 till her pr;:mature death on 23. 12. 1997.

She was a gifted person and contributed her talents for this
state. She has also participated in various committees, After
having .throat Cancer from SSptember, 1995 she opassed away on
23, 12. 1997 at 6 : 30 AM.

She had been one of the leaders of the Women’s Mmistry in
the Presbyterian Church. Besides this, her contribution tp the
society is inpumerable. . In her -death, Mizosam lost one of the
ablest women, On bghalf of the Howse -and on :my behalf I pray
to the Almighty to grant gternal ,peace 1o both the departed soml
and extent my heart felt gandolences 1o the bereaved families,

PU LALHMINGTHANGA : Pu Speaker, I ris¢ to say a few
+ words in honour of late Pi Sap-

. ' tawni. Personally, Pi Saptawni

was a very close friend of mine, In her death, we have lost a

promlsmg personality. Qhe was a remarkable person as well as
a sincere and devoted one.

Being the first woman member'in the MLA neminated seat,

‘she has alweys ‘strongl‘y a'dwcated for total prohlbnwn of hquar
in Mizoram, -
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Today, as I rise in honour of the Late Saptawni I would like
to quote an extract from the speech made by her in the 1972
proceedings,

« Having realised the cffect of liquor I am personally

----------------

against it and would therefore like to adopt total prohibition”’,

There are many things to be learnt trom the life of Pi Sap-
tawni, She had sacrifice her times for the wellbeing of the socie-
ty and her students, She dedicated all her life for women’s
ministry in the Presbyterian Church, All her works for the Church
and the Mizo Society worths mentioning, Her qualities were
rare and in her death Mizoram lost a great person. In conclu-
sion, I convey heartfelt sympathy to the bereaved family.

Thank you,

PU LALSAWTA : _ Pu Speaker, 1 feel it necessary

to rise today in honour of Pi
Saptawni I will not say much but there is one important point
which I would like to mention today. The so called P.C. Girl’s
High School has been prospered due to the dedication and hard
work of Pi Saptawni, She has proved to the people of Mizoram
that a Mizo Medium School can be equal to the English Medium
School. The results of her good work in P.C. Girl’s School can

-still be witnessed even after her death,
Thank you.

PU ZORAMTHANGA : Pu Speaker, I would like to say
' a few words of obituary refe-

rence in honour of Late Pi
Saptawni,

Pi Saptawni was a unique person and Mizoram has rarely
produced such a personsonality, It is even difficult to guess
whether Mizoram can have such a great contribution like she
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made, Mention may be made to the contribution she made for
the Presbyterian Church, She had possessed an important stature
in the society as well as in politics As stated by Pu Lalhming-
thanga her qualities were rare and we have many things to learn
from her.

Thank you.

PU HRANGTHANGA COLNEY 1. Pu Speaker, the members who

p stood before me have mentioned
the good works contributed to the Church by Pi Saptawni How-
ever, there is onc thing 1 would like to hight-light that she was
~the first and only women, elected for elder in the Presbyterian
Church. -

: She was also trying to popularise Mizo products and there-
fore the uniforms materlals for P.C. Girls School is handloom
. material.

There can also be a challenge for the Mizo women in the
life of Pi Saptawni. Mizotam needs a personality like the. one
. she possessed. In her death, : not only Mizoram but the whole
of India losts a great person.

. Thank you,

SPEAKER : . The House will now observe
"7 " " 2-minutes silence to pay our
“homage to Pi Saptawni, Shall
we all stand (2-minutes silence was observed). .
Let us come to our next buﬁmeSs starred question no, 1

PU H. ZATHUAMA : 7 Pu Speaker, I ask starred ques—
" “tion no, 1.

_ Will the Mlnlster m-charge

' Food and Civil Supplies pleased to state —

(i) The reason for s;ho;tgg_e!_qf rice supply in Mizoram.
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(ii) How does the Government take steps ?

(iii) Whether rice can be stocked in various parts of Mizoram
before the rainy season,

PU P.C. BAWITLUANGA : Pu Speaker, the rice supply is
Minister sufficient enough,

The central Government has
made allotment for 20,000 metric tonnes of rice for Mizoram. To
speed up the transportation, rice has been transported from
Guwahati,

The Government is taking steps to stock rice in varinus parts
of Mizoram before the rainy season,

PU JOHN ROTLUANGLIANA : Pu Speaker, how does Food and
Civil Supplies Department clas-
sify Common Rice and Fine
Rice?,

DR, R. LALTHANGLIANA Pu Speaker, during United Front
Ministry the Central Govern-
ment made proposal to produce

rice im a cheaper rate for those people below poverty line. In

pursuance of this, the BDOs and AOs of various villages had
collected names of beneficiaries. However, the selected beneficia-
ries do not receive such rice till date,

The people of ‘Chhimtuipui District also face problems during
the ‘rainy season as they could not receive adequate supply of rice.
How does the Government take measures to remove the problem
face by the people of Maraland?.

PU F, MALSAWMA : Pu Speaker, during the later part
of February, there was a case
of challan signed for the receipt
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of 5 trips of rice for Khawlian Village while no such rice supply
reach the village. Is the Government aware of this?,

In. 1995 the total quantity ‘of rice sanctioned was 96,000 metric
tonnes. This year, the quantity of rice supply is reduced to 50,000
metric tonnes, Can the Minister furnish the reason for this re-
duction and It would be appreciated if he can assure us that he
would consider this as priority.

PU H. THANGKIMA : Pu Speaker, how does the Go-
vernment categories the benefi-
ciaries to receive rice specially

alloted for the people below poverty line?,

PU LALRINCHHANA : Pu Speaker, while thcre is allot-
ment of ration (midday meal)

~~for minor, the retailer in the

remote areas never issued their share. Please clasify this point.

It is a fact that the retailer rarely use the right measurement
in the case of ration. Even the V.LLP ration has been measured
incorrectly, It would be appreciated if the mirdister could take
note of this and take action for this.

PU B. LALTHLYNGLIANA : - Pu Speaker, it was reported that

' ' the ration of midday meal for

the months of January and Feb-

ruary for minor alone had been delivered from the F.C.I, But,
it was not distributed till today what is the regson for this?..

PU LALSAWTA : '8.” Py Speaker, my first question
. - is whether rice supply from

F.C.I. has been classified as
Common Rice, Fine Rice as Super Fine Rice and what is the
rate? R
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Secondly, what is the periodicity of rice supply delivered by
the retailer?

Please furnish the rate of rice supplied to the MLAs per
guintal,

PU ZORAMTHANGA : Pu Speaker, regarding the trans-
portation of rice from the cen-
tral, the route to Mizoram is a

difficult one and so, I suggest that rice be transported through

waterway. Can the Government conduct a survey for this?

PU P.C. BAWITLUANGA : Pu Speaker, I will try to give
Minister detail answer to the question
asked by the members.

Rice coming from the F.C.I has already been classified as
C. Rice, Super fine rice and Fine rice, We have only accepted
the quality of rice as shown in the challan as there are no experts
in this field. Recently, the classification was made as A and B
rice and C, Rice, Super fine rice and fine rice was not used in
the classification,

The Planning Commission has fixed the number of persons
who can receive rice at a cheaper rate at 40,000, As the state
Government found that this is too little considering the poverty
of Mizoram and .therefore put up a complain to increase the
figure.

I am aware of the problem faced by the people of Chhimtui-
pui District mentioned by Dr. R. Lalthangliana and the Govern-
ment is.adopting every possible steps to improve their condition;

Regarding the point stated by Pu F. Malsawma, the Govern-
ment has been making investigation on rice supply and whether
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the case of ‘Challan Fly’ is redlly existed. Some persons are also
being suspended- for this cause,

Pa Rinchhana and Dr. R. Lalthangliana have mentioned the
failure of the supply of midday meal for minor., In this case,
order has already been made for the distribution of midday meal
to children,

Regarding wrong measurement of rice the Government has
been making an effort to check this.

The rate of rice quota for V.LP and the common people is
the same. And If I am not mistaken A rice is Rs. 8/~ per Kg.
and B rice is Rs. 7,50/- per Kg.

DR. J.V. HLUNA : .~ . Pu Speaker, there are some
points which I fine unsatisfacto-
ry on the replies of the Minister,

The Minister has stated that due to the absence of experts
we have accepted the classxﬁxqauon of rice by the F.C.I. Sometimes,
F.C.I has sent rice which is not fit for human consumption, In
this case, has the Government accepted whatever the F.C.I has
sent to us? .

I would like to report that the people of Khawlian has met
shortage of rice supply. 1 request the Minister to take priority

on this and stock rice to .Khawlian Godown before the rainy
season, : |

PU LALSAWTA : Pu Speaker, I expect the Minis-
ter to provide correct informa-
tion to the House, Supply De-

partment has soltd fine rice and super fine rice for Rs. 7.50 to

the public, 'But, the VI.P are charged with Rs. 8/~ per K.g.

can the Minister clasify this point,
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DR, R. LALTHANGLIANA :  Pu Speaker, I think it is wrong
to accept whatever quality the
F.CI. has sent. We have to
verify the quality before accepting it. So, 1 urge the Government
to press the F.C.I. to sent better quality of rice for Mizoram,

On social items like Kerosene oil and sugar, the supply for
the public is very little. It is a shame for the Government to
receive such a short supply of social items.

PU JOHN ROTLUANGLIANA : Pu Speaker, can the Government
make a demand to the authori-
ty to allot better gquality of rice
for Mizoram?

PU P.C. BAWITLUANGA : Pu Speaker, thc Government is

Minister also aware of the poor qualities

of rice sent from the F.ClI.

The qualities of the rice are shown in the challan and we cannot

make a classification here, Even the Chief Minister and myself
have, for so many times made a complain to the authorities.

Regarding the rate, rice has been classified as A and B, The
quality supplied to the V.IP.is A and the rate is therefore
Rs. 8/- per Kg. The retailers also purchase A class at the same
rate.

PU F. LALREMSIAMA : Pu Speaker, A rice and B rice
are mixed and sold to the public
at the rate of Rs. 7.50/- per Kg.

can the Minister clarify on this?

PU P.C. BAWITLUANGA : Pu Speaker, as it is found that the
Minister retailers used to create problems
for the public in regard to the
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rote of rice, the Government classified C. Rice, fine rice and super
fine ricc as group A and B.

PU F. LALREMSIAMA : Pu Speaker, F.C.I. has the au-
thority to classify the quality of
rice, Rice has been purchased

on the basis of challen. According to the Essential Commodities

Act, purchase should be made on the basis of challan,

PU P.C. BAWITLUANGA ; Pu Speaker, F.C.I, lias fixed the
Minister rate on the challan and we have
bought it on that basis,

SPEAKER : -, . Questionhour is over,

-1 shall announce the Panel of
Chairmen: They are Pu C, Vulluaia, Dr. R, Lalthangliana, Pu
F. Lal remsiama, Pu John Rotluangliana.

Regarding the circulation of Papers to the Ministers men-
tioned by Pu C. Vulluaia, T would like to inform you that circu-
lation is an agent to collect the opinion of the Cabinet Ministers,
Sometimes, decision cannot be made only through circulation.

PU C. VULLUAIA : Pu Speaker, 1 would like to in-
form you that one Minister did
not give his signature on the

decision of Champhai as one of the district headquarters.

DR. R. LALTHANGLIANA : Pu Speaker, how does the Go-
vernment take the suggestion of
the member regarding the sub-
ject under discussion.

SPEAKER : Pu C.L. Ruala to lay on the
Table a copy each of the audit
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report and annual account of the Mizoram K.V.I. Board of the year
1993 — 1994, 1994 — 1995, 1995 — 1996.

PU C.L, RUALA : Mr. Speaker sir, with your per-

Minister mission, I beg to lay on the

table a copy each of the audit

reporis and annual account of the Mizoram K.V.I. Board for the
year 1993 — 1994, 1994 — 1995, 1995 — 1996.

SPEAKER : A copy may be distributed to
the members. Pu Liansuama to
fay on the Table a copy each

of the Sixth Annual Report of the Mizoram Public Service Com-

missions of 1996 —1997. (2) The Government of Mizoram Edu-
cation and Human Resources Department adhoc recurring grant-

in-aid for general maintenance rule 1997.

PU LIANSUAMA : Mr, Speaker Sir, with your per-
Minister mission, I beg to lay on the Table
of the House, a copy each of

(1) 6th Annual Report of the Mizoram Public Service Commis-
sion for 1996 — 1997,

(2) The Government of Mizoram Education and Human Resour-
ces Development Department adhoc grant-in-aid for general main-
tenance rules 1997,

Thank you.

SPEAKER : Pu J. Lalsangzuala to lay on the
Table a copy each of the Mizo-
ram State Legal Service Autho-
rity Regulations, 1998.
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PU J. LALSANGZUALA : Mr. Speaker Sir, with your per-

Minister mission. I beg to lay on the

table a copy each of the Mizo-

ram State Legal Services Authority Rules (Amendment) 1997 and
the Mizoram State Legal Services Authority Regulation 1998,

Thank you.

PU C. VULLUAIA : : Pu Speaker, the copies of the

: ' papers just laid by the Minister

was given to us. However, when

the year of the Copy of the Rules is 1998, the year of the Amend-
ment is 1997. The minister may please clarify this.

PU J. LALSANGZUALA : Pu Speaker, the copies distribu-
Minister ted to you are the Rules and the
 Regulation and therefore dif-
ferent,
Sir,

I rise to present this august House the Budget of Mizoram
for the year 1998—99, . il . ..

Hon’ble members are well -aware that our budget is heavily
depetident on the flow of resoutges from the Centre, Almost the
entire provision of our budget is'sustained by the Central support,
Because of the General Elections - held in February/March, 1998
in the country, the Central Government has not finalised the size
of State plans 1998—99. Therefore, there is no clear picture about
the magnitude of funds flowing from the Centre. The Planning
Commission is yet to decide the Cenural support including Cen-
tral Assistance for State Plans for 1998—99. Under the circum-
stances, it is not possible to project expenditure level for the next
year in a realistic manner, Therefore, T am constrain to seek
“Vote on Account” for four months.
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The year 199798 has been a year of significant achievement
for the State. The Planning Ccmmission sanctioned the Annual
Plan 1997—98 at Rs, 290 crore. After fixing the plan size, an
Additional Central Assistance to the tune of Rs. 28.21 crore has
been sanctioned by the Planning Comunission. This has been
possible throngh the efforts made by Government of Mizoram,
The Additional Central Assistance provided during the year con-
sists of Rs. 20.92 crore for Lengpul Airport, Rs, 5 crore for Road
Construction (Champhai-Tiau) under [ndo-Myanmar Border Trade,
Rs. 2,21 crore under State Capital Project and Rs. § lakh for
Preject Formulation for Mat Valley. I may apprise this august
House that for the first time, Government of Mizoram got Rs. 4
crore for development of Indo-Myanmar Border Area, The in-
vestinent of this magnitude will certainly add to the development
in this area,.

I am also happy to inform the august Housc that the efforts
of the State Government have resulted in securing Rs. 5 crore
additional Life Insurance Corporation (LIP) Loan for construction
of houses for Government employees, We also hope to get addi-
tional Rs, 6.38 crore loan from National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development (NABARD) during 1997--—-98.

Though much headway has not been made regarding imple-
mentation of various schemes and projects relating to Mizcram
covered under Prime Minister’s ‘New Inittatives’ for North
Eastern Region, I would like to highlight the latest paosition of
each project,

For Tuirial Hydro Electric Project, loan agreement was signed
with Qverseas Economic Corporation Fund (OECF), The project
is being taken up by North Eastern Electric Power Corporation
Ltd, {NEEPCO). Global tenders were floated and terms of refe-
rence have been sent to all the short listed consultants for
submission for bids, With regard to State Referral Hospital, an
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expert team from Ministry of Health & Family Welfare which has
held discussions at Aizawl with the State Government QOfficials.
The Project is estimated to cost Rs, 40 crore. So far an amount
of Rs. 8.5) crore has been provided in the Ninth Plan,

Iategrated Project of Aizawl comprising of various schemes
such as Aizawl Water Supply Scheme Phase-Il, Aizawl Sewage
‘Scheme Phase-I, Aizawl Storm Drainage Scheme Phase-I, Aizawl
Solid Waste Management Scneme (feasibility survey) and Water
Quality Menitoring and Public Health Education etc. estimated
to cost Rs. 176.55 crore was prepared by the Public Health Engi-
neering Department, Government of India, Ministry of Urban
Development Department has accepted the Project and issued
-technical clearance in August, 1997. Cost of this Project will be
share”! belween the Central Government and the State Govern-
ment at the ratio of 75.25. The Project is expected to bz completed
within the Ninth Plan. With the exception of some areas within
Guwahati, Aizawl is the first town in the entire North Eastern
Region which will have sewerage facility.

For Border Area Development Programme, a tentative provi-
sion of Rs. 6.73 crore was made and the entire provision is ex-
pected to be released during 1997—98. Industrial Growth Centre
has already been approved, first instalment of Central Assistance
of Rs. 50 lakh has been released. With regard to widening of
NH 54, reconnaisance survey fromn 2.90 km to 151.90 km has been
completed, Sanction for 44.30 km to 70 km has been accorded
for Rs, 344.66 lakh., Widening works from 0.24 km to 31.11 km
under Director General of Border Roads (DGBR) is in progress.

In pursuance of the Prime Minister’s announcement, a High
Level Commission was appointed by the Planning Commission on
20th November, 1996 under the Chairmanship of Shri S.P, Shukla,
Member, Planning Commission to critically examine backlog in
respect of Basic Minimum Services (BMS) and identify the gaps
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in infrastructure sectors for the development of the States in the
North Eastern Region. The Commission submitted its Repoit on
7th April, 1997. Later on it was decide:! by the Pianning
Commission that a Team wunder the Chairmanship of Shri K.B.
Saxena, the then Principal Adviser, Planning Commission will
visit all the North Eastern States in order to recommend opera-
tionalisation of the recommendations of the Commission. The
Team visited Mizoram last year and submitted the recommenda-
tions to the Government.

!

One very important aspcct of the Prime Minister’s Package
relates to earmarking funds by all the Central Ministries for
spending in the North Eastern Region, As part of the New Ini-
tiatives, most of the Central Ministries/Departments have initiated
action for earmarking at least 10% of their Budget for specific
programme in the North Eastern States,

S~ven BMS were identified in the Conference of State Chief
Ministers held under the Chairmanship of the Hon’ble Prime
Minister in July, 1996,  The Planning Commission provided addi-
tional Central assistance for implementing the schemes under
seven BMS for which our share was Rs, 36,85 crore, The august
House may be interested to know the BMS being under imple-
mentation in the State, These are as follows :—

i) 100%, provision of safe drinking water in all rural and
urban areas;

ity  100% coverage of primary health service facilities in all
rural and urban areas;

iiiy Universalisation of primary education;

iv) Extension of the mid-day meal programme in Primary Schools
to all rural blocks, urban slums and other disadvantaged
sections ;

v)  Provision of public housing assistance to all shelterless fami-
lies s
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vi) Provision of coannectivity to all unconnected villages and

. habitations ; and S

vii) Streamlining of the public distribution system with focus on
' the poor, L

REVISED LSTIMATES FOR 199798

The Hon'ble Members might be eager to know about the
Revised Budget Fstimates for 1997—98. On the basis of revised
estimates of 1997—98, it is expected to close the year with a de-
ficit of Rs, 85,77 crore, Our efforts for additional resource
mobilization have not been to the desired extent, as the Govern-
ment coul! not introduce Sales Tax. Moreover, water rates and
power tariff could not be revised till today as these steps would have
brought down the deficit further. I may tell you that the Planning
Commisston has allowed the Government to utilise upto 20%, of Cen-
tral Assistance for the Annual Plan 1997—98 (Rs. 58.87 crore in
case of Mizoram) to meet Non-Plan Revenue Gap. However, in the
interest of development activities, the States- Government proposed
to atilise only Rs, 13.49 crore for the purpose. Had we been in
a position to utilise the entire amount of Rs. 58.87 crore for
meeting the Non-Plan Revenue Gap, the budget deficit could
have been further brought down, Incidentally, on this occasion,
1 may apprise the august house that our main source of income
from Lottery is likely to decline tn the near future due to uncer-
tainty of lottery market in the whole of the country and banning
of sale of lotteries by some State Governments.

A booklet highlighting Plan achievements during 1997—98§
under various Departments has been prepared and circulated
along with the budget documents, I may highlight now some im-
portant achievements during 1997—98. Vocational training in
carpentry, - handloom, shoe making, Knitting and tailoring has
‘been taken up at Central Jail, Aizawl for training of convict pri-
soners. Besides this gardening and piggery farm was also made
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at Central Jail, Aizawl for earning revenue. The Departmeit of
Employment has trained 270 youth at Industrial Training Insti-
tute Aizawl in 14 different trades, A women Industrial Training
institute has also been set up at Aizawl in December, 1997.
All efforts have been made to operationalise Lengpui Airport in
early 1998. To expediate construction, even the instalment paya-
ble in 1999-—2000 has been received with the sincere efforts of
the State Government, The Government has been able to get
additional Central Assistance of Rs, 2092 crore from Planning
Commission, The literacy rate has gone up to 89.9.9% during
1997—98. Greater Serchhip Water Supply Scheme costing Rs. 112
lakh was commissioned on 19th Dzc>mber, 1997.

Cobalt Therapy Unit at Zemabawk has been set up and
started functioning from 4th February, 1998. Construction of
De-addiction-cum-R 2habilitation Centre at Sethawn with a capacity
of 300 beds has been completed and is expected to function in
the near future. The monthly renumeration of Village Council
members has been revised with an increase of more than 300 per
cent from Ist October; 1997.

BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1998 —99

As already mentioned by me, the year 1998—99 is expected
to open with a deticit of Rs. 85,77 crore and estimated to close
at a deficit of Rs, §9.98 crore.. The Central Assistance during
1998—99 has been assessed at the current year’s level since the
Plan size has not yet been finalised by the Planning Commission.
As the august House is aware that normally there is increase in
the Central Assistance every year.

The job of resolving the financial crisis being faced by the
State Government is quite a difficult task, There has been no
problem so far as plan funds are concerned. The Planning Com-
mission has been quite understanding and helpful in providing
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plan fund- to. the State; Theue is. good - appiccsation an. the; part
of the Planming Commissiong DNerth Fastern ACouncil NEC) and
other Central autharities: meganding: the _ntitisasion of plag fands
by the Governmeont of Mizoam;: Onr main problem is on:the Non-
Plan side. The guastum jab Non:glan Fund for the State i3 -fined
on: qertaie: criteviasadiopted by:the Centrad-Gomernment. as well as:re-
commendation of the Fnancex€olumission.. Tihe nequirement of iNow-
Plan expenditunei as assessed hy:the Finanpe Gowmission -has heen
much less than our actual requirement. The revenue gap grant as
per the Tenth Finance Commission' recommendation 5 (ecreasing
year by year. As for example.idyring 199697, the revenue gap
grant as was; R&:u117.60 crosel which: has some down te Rs. 48.79
crore during 1997--98.: Thiscwildnfyrther bie reducad te Rs. 17.55
crare during 1988—99. Qs thesmthevband.our reiquirement for Mon-
Plan expenditure is.itesensing yeamhy viear, As You ace: aare, Ni-
zoram is following of the Dearness Ailowance. During current year
also, our employees have been granted additional D.,A. effective
from 1.1,1997.. In this,/ 1 ai bappy'do inform -you that otr Go-
-vernment received full cooperstéon.from our einploydes who have
agreed to impound their D.A. instalment to their G.P.F. Accounts,

Further, I may apprise this august House that Central Govern-
ment has ‘already dimplenfedtdd recommendations of ' Fifth Pay
‘Commission for “their' émpléyees, Our employees are also due
for revised pay scales-and tHé' same is under consideration. Any
grant of ladditiomal ‘DA ‘s “svllethentation oft revised pay scalés
will naturally further widen the deficit gap of the State Govern-

ment. _
: IS |

., During.1998—99, .under,Rural Housing (BMS), . 5500 :families
will. be assisted. Lindex IRDP} 1223 families with an outlay of
Rs. 98.17 lakh will beicayeregsoi Rusing 199899, Kolasibuand
Saiha Water Supply Schemes are targetted to be Commissioned.
ntagrated Project of Aizawl with an estimated- cost «of Ra.., 176485
-crpra:will .be-implemsated Arom the Central Plan and State Plan
rgantributions in the Tatio 7525
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I would earnestly exhort this august House to appreciate the
urgent need to mobilise more and more additional resources for
development in “the State. Development is a continuous process
and depends upon resources and economy in expenditure, As re-
quired; the Annual Financial Statement 1998—99 has becn laid
‘before this august House.. However, as already stated in the
‘beginning, I am at this stage, seeking “Vote on Account” for the
four months — April to July of the fiscal year 1998—99,

Sir, T would like to thank all the Members of the House for
giving ‘me a patient hearing, I also express my sincere apprecia-
‘tion to the Officers and Staff of the departments especially the
Finance Department for helping me in the preparation of this
‘budget., My thanks are also due to the Government Press and
Mizoram Unit of National Informatics Centre for their valuable
icooperation,

With't'hese words; T commend the “Vote on Account” of the
Budget for 1998—99 for consideration and approval of the House.

Thank you Sir.

PU LALSAWTA : Pu Speaker, 1 would like to ask
o _ whether the concerned minister

: intends to furnish the annual
,rq:ports of other pubhc undertakings like ZENICS, MIFCO, and
"MAMCO.

PU C.L. RUALA : Pu Speaker, I cannot furnish
Minister - the annual reports of other pub-

o lic undertaking agency other

'than K.V.1. -However, 1 wnll look into the matter,

‘DR, J,V. HLUNA ¢ Pu Speaker, The :Government
o of Mizoram Education and Hu-
man TResodrces Department
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Adhoc Recurring Grant-is-aid for General 'Maintenance of School
Rules 1997 has covered otilyi:Behool level: - Can college level be

Included as Wel}‘?’ bt nob e el I RS DU
PU LIANSUAMA : ~Pu Speaker, the Rules under
Minister T -+ discussion -is' not appl:cablc for
' o +otinlh eollege level ‘as it Was prepared

only for Middle and High School However, the matter would
be reviewed next year if necessary,

SPEAKER : ' “"""We shall carry on to our next
' Tt business,
"The Tune Table in regard
to Busmess as scheduled by the B.A,C. was given to you on Bul-
letin I can you approve the’ $chedules?

| | : _ 1 st two days should be reser-
i N ved for hudget discussion,

SPEAKER : PR Wc have only the Vote ‘on
L ‘,n Apcount on our discussion,

oy Now Pii Lalhuthanga to

move to the House Motxon ol'“l:hanks on Governor’s Addrcss

PU LALHUTHANGA : 'Pu Speaker, I am deeply grate-

.ful to the Governor for the

S a,dqrqss which he has delivered

to the. Assembly on 1 17.3, 1998.; 1 am. Also pleased to hear that
he had used Mizo language in some of his speach,, -

We have just completed a very peaceful election when many
_partsyof .the country were stained by poll irregularities and vio-
lencg, This speaks clearly;of qur rich. democratic tradition and
further. added to the grace and, dignity .of this Legislation.
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The recent. visit of 'eur Pnime Minister and his assuranccs of
assistanice and. the Governor’s ‘announcement  of setting up of a
Central University in the state also contributed to the ocooperation
in this House.

I am. also happy to note that we have benefitted from the
Shukla’s Commission’s recommendations on infrastructure develop-
ment.

As regards Lengpui Airport we come across in the Address
that It will be operational sometime in April or May, As stated
by the Governor the event will undoubtedly be a landmark in
the history of Mizoram and will usher in a new era of progress
and development, As regards to the approach road to the Air-
port, T am grateful to the House Leader that it will be construc-
ted according to the satisfaction of the public,

In the 7th para of our Governor’s Address priority has been
given to the maintenance of peace and harmony among the people
and fhe security of the state, It also gladdened me to hear that
the Mizoram Police took prompt action and registered 9 cases
and arrested 36 persons following the brutal murder of Pu Lal-
zawmliaha, wildlife. game watcher of Forest Department by BNLF
militants, on. 21,10, 1997. To make Mizoram into the safest state
in ‘India Wwe have to preserve the security of the non Mizos who
are accepted as Mizo nationals.

Varidus imptovements <achieved by the Government in the
field of Government buildings is beyond our expectation. The
onigoing constiaction of ‘Saikuti Hall at Lunglei and the re-cons-
truction of OId MLLA Hostel are truly great, ‘We “should 'be
thankful to the PWD for these achievements,

'‘We are also ;graieful:for the information. given: by our Gover-
‘nér ‘regarding tive ‘muny steps taken by the ‘Govermment Tegarding
the effévts for the intprovement of power supply in the state,
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hn the Governar’s- Address:we alse come across creation of
agother LR, Bastalian dod’ ‘Arthed Police Buttalian and also the
improvement of Police Training  €ehtre at Lungverh. We have
to be thankful for all these information,

[ am also: happy' tor'note fhe: orienmtation of the Government
towacds the. rarad peor and e uvemployed. The Rural Develop-
ment Department continues to implement several schemes for Rural
Development and poverty allev:atlon like the Rural Housing
Scheme and NLU'P '

Lastly, as the speech tteilvmd byo our-Governer was so excel
lent and encouraging, 1 feel it is our duty to be grateful,

FThank: you.

SPEAKER : ‘.. The motion has been moved, we
.. sball have a discussion, Each
~ member will be alioted 15 mi- .

nutes each,

PU F. MALSAWMA  : Ru Speaker, thank you for giving

' - me this opportunity to. discuss.

our Governor’s Address, The

Address which has been taken up today for discussion consists of

minor details and lacks major, policies to e taken up. by the Go-
vernment and. so, unsansfacmry.

o the s.peech we con;e acrpss .that the, Goverament gives high
priority to the maintenance of .Jaw and erder. Construction of.
roads communication and Power generation are also mentioned in
the speech. However, T am a little surpriséd to see that nething
about.the upliftment of rumal poverty is' meationed. It is also
seen that there is mo. budget provision for the rural poor. .Most
of programanes'wa have seen are ceotrally sponsored schems. The
State. Gavernmenti has not made any provision for rural develop-
ment.
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Though law and order has been given priority, It appears
that the Government fails in this regard considering the increa-
sing crimes commited in the state,

Coniing to construction, many of the on-going construction
works taken up by PWD were being stopped with no proper rea-
son, Therefore, the Government has nothing to be proud of in
this regard,

Regarding Power, the Government has not taken up any big
projects. Even those that are taken up were left uncompleted.
The Government has not made great achievement in power,

In the first page of the Governor’s Address, mention has been
made of the impartiality and efficiency of the State’s administra-
tion. I am truly against this idea, In various fields of the ad-
ministration we have witness the partiality of the Congress
Government.

I must admit to the construction of Lengpui Airport is a
great achievement made by the Government. However, | am
wondering whether 5 percent of the people could efford to utilize
it.

On page 7 of the Address we come across water supply. In
regard to water supply we have nothing to be thankful about as
we are ever having shortage of water. The people of Aizawl Town
are eagerly awaiting the execution of Phase IT of the Greater
Alzawl Water Supply Scheme (GAWSS),

On page 7 & 8 of our Governor’s Speech we have seen how
the Gavernment take steps on agriculture sector, Fisheries and
NLUP. Althnugh the Government continues to lay emphasis on
production of foodgrains and on fisheries. We lack proper mar-
ketting system, Without good market, our production will come
to nothing.
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Though. the Government stated as' making improvements in
Co-operation, to me it causé misery”to the people of Mizoram- as
the Government charged audit féé’ from the percent of their busi-
ness turnover. Is the Gov‘emme’m 's'titisfied with this dccision?

' In regard to LPG. It is’ hiﬁh ‘time for the Government to
fmd a remedy to problems and gnevances of the people. '

On page 18 of the Address we have szen the annual plan of
the Department of Higher and Technical Education which envisages
fulfilment of Collegiate Education in accordance with the UGC
Norms, We can say we are grateful for this only when it is
fulfill-d. |

Regarding Social Welfare Department, the Government has
neglects the welfare of women and the handicapped. Reservation
for the handicapped has not yet been practically implemented,
Therefore, there is nothing to be grateful for in this matter,

On page 21 of the Governor’s Adress we come across Sports
and Youth Services, This Department can be regarded as a dying
Department. It is a matter. of pr!de that C, Lalremsanga has
once again represented the country in the World Archery Cham-
pionships in Canada held in August last year. But, the Government
does not give full attention for the promotion of Sports in the
State, The Department does not even establish Sub-division, the
Government should have paid special attention to the Depart-
ment of Sports so that the life of our Youth could be saved from
social evil to some extend.

Another point, [ would like to mention is market fee collected
by the Revenue Department, The existing fee of Rs. 3/- per day
has been increased to Rs. 10/~ which cause grievances to the- -
people.
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In the Department of Health and Famtily Welfare, it is diffi-
cult to say we are grateful considering the administration of the
Department, we find several stagnated posé in the Department,
Those who have completed 20 years services in the Department
are still stagnated in the same post, Only one post in the Civil
Hospital has been upgraded to the rank of Additional Direetor.
Therefore, the speech delivered by the Governor today is unsatis-
factory,

Thank you
SPEAKER : We shall have a recess till
2:00 P.M,
SPEAKER : Pu C. Chawngkunga.

PU C. CHAWNGKUNGA : Pu Speaker, first of all, T would

Minister like to expand. the statement

made by the Governor that we

have completed a very peaceful election when many other parts

of the country were stained by poll irregularities and violence.

I agreé with this statement, Even without the presence of the

sécurity personinteél our election would be very peaceful. Various

organizations like the YMA and VDP could tackle the security

in the¢ir own Kands. THese orgdnisations can conduct the elec-
tions: peacefulty,

Next what ¥ would like to mention is that the Hon ble Member
from CRamphai has suggested that the Ministry should step down
as it lost the M.P, elcetion. Here, we have to acknowledge that
the MLA and this election have no contrectioni and therefore what
the member have said Is irrevelant.

Lastly, - I ajust thank the Governor for the excellency of his
spesch. Though thers dare faults and insafficiencies i the adnii-
nistration of various departments there are also achievemetits to
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be witnessed, ” This . Goyahﬁi‘pnﬁhasﬂprogressed in. various fields
during five years., As regargs to law. and order, the Gevernment
mdintains peace and tranqulht,g Jn. trhg state and thus became one
of the fuw states in India with the rarest problem cof law and
order,

T

PU LALHMING’IHANGA Pu Sp aker, I think the add.ress
dblI'Vered by the Governor lacks
tcality but only visionary which
- is very unsatisfying.

On page 11 we come across the peacefulness of the last elec-
tion. But, we are not.suppossd.. “1a.be; content on the peacefulness
alone, We should also h@mnmrnpd wn,th the inappropriateness of
the electoral rolls. Several names were. deleted from the rolls just
because they were not the mpmbcts gf the Ruling party. The Go-
vernment should take note of this and take steps so as to conduct
a more proper election in future,

In. the second page of thie’ address we have seen that the
policy plank of the Goverrrmedt' T transparency and efficiency in
administration. This point as s ‘Bedn what the Government lacks
‘most, The way in which 1h® “budget is spent clearly indicates
lack of transparency in the’ C‘rb{rTrnment

Coming to law and order;:the vOGgvernor has emphasized that=
the over-all law and order situation remains peaceful. T cannot
say that [ am thankful consndermg thc current situation in the
state, e _ :

It his speech the Governor mentions . a sum. of Rs. 160 has
bsea provided to remove th: problem of shortage. of accommoda-
tion for the police personnel which gladdens me. However, which
js morc important is their allowance, rations and other facilities
which are necessary for their enforcement of law and order, It
seems’ that what ‘the Governrnent' .has done for the Police person-

\\\\\
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Coming to Lengpui Airpoert. Since this project has been ta-
ken up on our own hands let us hope that we possess the
ownership and management as well. So that we can have a
resourceful revenue for this airport,

Regarding power, our present condition is unsatisfactory con-
sidering the years this ministry has reigned, The Government
lacks hydel potential and neglects basic infra-structure and there-
fore we are in this critical situation. Lack of power infrastructure
makes self-employment in Industry.

- On the 8th page of the Address we come acoss agriculture,
Under various policy, the Government made the farmers to culti-
vate various vegetables and fruits of their own choice. However,
the main problem and deadlock in agriculture is the absence of
good marketting hence agricnlture cannot be benefitted.

On the Department of Forest and Environment, the system
in which the Government make plantation needs a review, The
Department has raised forest plantation mainly on the productive
areas, the areas which could be requircd by the farmers in future,
Most of the roadside and approachable and excessible lands are
covered by forest reserve and so, the laymen have no productive
arens for themselves, All these have shown the unaccountability
and irrespaosibility of the Government.

Coming to Education and Human Resources Development, it
secms that the existing system is coming to worse, There is no
improvement in quality, The newly introduced 1042 system of
education -was started without having proper scheme and provision
in the budget. This new system also lacks improvement in qua-
lity, only the year has been altered.

F would also lik_c to add a few pointf on Liquor Prohibition
Act, we nave to review the enforcement and implementation of
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the Act. The way in which this Acs is eaforced made the poor
oppressed, on the other hand, itlre. JAct does not seem to effect
the influential people. Therpfore,:Pu Speaker, the speech delivered
b.‘( the Governor, thougi; Sfaoefldri anc dignifying lacks. rcallty
. saiy
PU.F. LALZUALA ¢+ . - ...m..Pu: Speaker, thank you for
, ! ;allbtiﬁg me time ‘to discuss the
address of our Governor,

Though the speech made.rby‘ the .Govarnor js satlsfactory 1
am somewhat disappointed ta-note that there is one important
point missing in the address. The administration of Chhimtuipui
District has not been menti ed in the speech. Various achieve-
ments undertaken by the ver meiit at the sard district is not
mentioned in thé speech, frald that this could make the
people of the District disap mtad _

o '--:.-;j.t Thank you,

PU F. LALREMSIAMA o Thank you, Pu Speaker, As we
' S fla.ve seen, the Governor’s Ad-
dress which has been taken up

for discussion today contamed “Government’s achievements and
policies which are to be e‘xec tedr ciurlng the current financial
year, I agree with Pu Chawiigkunga that Mizoram being one of
the few states that can conduct peaceful election.

The year-long celebrationhof., the Golden Jubilee of Indian
Independence has started on the:15th: August 1997 and we are still
going through the celebration..:iHowever, I am so disappointed’
to see that the Government does not make any remarkable and
noteworthy thing in this 50th Jubilce.

‘The member who stood before me-had mentioned the lack of:
trgnsparency and efficiency.in. admm1stratlon We can prove this.
intransparency and unaccountablhty with the selection of district
capital, Therefore, I cannot say that I am thankful for his speech.
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Regarding the purchase of Government Vehicles, T would
like to say one point. Qur M.P, Dr, C, Silvera was alloted Rs, 1
crore for M.P. Local Development Fund. -This fund has been
used for the purchase of five hard top Gypsies by Planning De-
partment. M.Ps Local Development Fund is not supposed to be
utilized for the purchase of Government Vehicles, And where
are the five vehicles now? This also shows that the Government
lacks transparency in its administration, we have often said that
the Government’s actual deficit came out to be as much as
Rs. 117,14 crores, At the same time fund has been spent lavishly
for the purchase of unnecessary vehicles.

Regarding law and order, we have- seen on page 4 of the
Address that large number of Bru familics have fled to Tripura
and Assam due to intimidation and threats from the BNLF and
the Governments of Mizoram has made necessary arrangements
for the safe return of these Bru families by making adequate secu-
rity arrangements, provisions of free rations and compensation,
However, a large number of Bru families refused to return. In
this case, ] opine that the Government should not provide com-
pénsation to these Bru families as it was not indebted to them.
The BNLF should have given them instead. After all they
refuse to return why should the Government give them compen-
sation.

-

Regarding the facilities provided to the Police personnel, the
Government does, ot make new provision for them, but the Go-
vernor has made repetition of the previous years and thus, there
is nothing to be grateful about in this regard,

Coming to PWD, does the House Leader who is in-charge of
the department aware that the same has purchase vehicles and
even done. all the maintenance without the approval and notice
of the Finance Department,
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I would like to say a few:things on agriculture. As we have
seen in the Governor’s Address, the: department has purchased' 19
small -tractors and 34 power tillers for sale to farmers at subsi-
dised rate, T would like to ‘krtow froiln where these tractors were
purchased. :

On the department of Horticulture, though the Governor has
stated in his Address that 248 persons were trained in mushroom
cultivation, However, these trained persons do not have mcney to
start the mushroom cultivation and therefore the expenditure
incurred for this prcject seems to be a waste of the budget as we
have no benefit from it, :

On Fishery, though there was no budget provision . for pisci-
culture in last year budget, an amount of Rs. 17 lakhs was spent
for its purchase. For a state that has acute financial difficulties,
this kind.of squandering should be stopped.

To conclude my speech, I would like to say a few points on
Rural Development, The Government should take priority on
special development scheme and Border area development in stead
of Community Hall and Playground.

PU P.C. ZORAM SANGLIANA : Pu Speaker, I am thankful to
Minister -, the Governor for expressing a
", few lines in Mizos language.
However, I am dlsappomted that the microphone was out of order
in the first five minutes when the Governor gave his address. 1
hope that thcre would be no repetltlon of [hls kind in future
Lam gladful 10 note that the Govemor has mentioned the
peaceful election we bad. * Various Non-Governmental organiza-
tionshave played a vital role. in the election and we have seen the
outcome of these in the election. On the contrary, there are some
persons who used to bribe the ignorant people especially from Bru
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villages to get votes in the election. While we say that we have
fair and peaceful election these xind of people tried to mislead
the public morale. In spite of all these menace we can have
peaceful election due to the efficient administration of the Govern-
ment. Mention may also be made of the peacefulness of law and
order situation in the state.

It is also a matter of satisfaction to see that the Government
stands commited to total prohibition, However, the effective im-
plementation of this policy depends not only on the Government
but also on the willing co-operation of the public, I am pleased
to see that various organizations like the YMA, MHIP and the
church have lent their support to the Government for this policy.
One more point I would like to add is that there should not be
any discrimination between the rich and the poor for the imple-
mentation of this policy. If one is found violation of this Act
he should not be spared. We should stand by the law, To end
my speech, we should be grateful to the Governor for the excel-
lency of his Address.

Thank you.
SPEAKER ¢ Pu Lalrinchhana,
PU LALRINCHHANA : Pu Speaker, thank you for allot-

ting me time to discuss the speech

delivered by the Governor.
The speech made by the Government merely shows how the
budget we had passed last year was spent. However, there is one
point which-1 do not understand. Last year, the plan allocation
of various departments was passed by this House. But the Finance
Minister had stated that due to financial constrain 20 percent of
each allocation would be deducted. I would have understand it
if this deduction is diverted for some other important purposes.
But, the Goveroment did not utilize the 20%, deduction amounting
to Rs. 47,69,000 and produced utilization certificate instead, In
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this case, the -Government had misused. the budget by, showing
false utilizaticn certificate,. Isn’t this corruption ? It will be very
unsatisfying if the Finance' Minister can not clearly clarify this
point. The entire population of Mizoram has been under poverty
stricken because of the corrupt Government, Due to the decrea-
sing plan allocation, we, have. seen. fewer achievements in various
departments. The development of the state is mainly depends on
the amount of sanction.. Aad if this budget is not utilized for
the rightful purpose the country will suffer.

SPEAKER ' ¢ Pu Lalsawta.

PU LALSAWTA : 1 Pu Speaker, thank you for allot-

ting me time. 1 do not blame

- the mover of the motion of

thanks for stating that he was grateful to the Governor as the

latter has stated the vague 1ae:l'ntwements made by the Govern-
ment consisting of 21 pages. - -

Regarding policy, each party h has adopted good policy and
programmes. The most important is the system for the execution
of the policy. No political party- could be successful if there is
no improvement in the system of executing its policy, We fail
to adopt proper legislative bpsmess and as a resulf, our ‘economy
has suffered alot, If we do not lmprove our system, no propet
steps could be taken, "

[ am rather disappointed that the Governor has not mentjoned
the -econtomic measures taken up by the Government following the
financial constrain the house is facing, : ,

On page 20 of the address, the: Governor has mentioned the
menace of drugs. Establishment of De-addiction and Rehabili-
tation centres are not enough, The Government should take pre-
cautionary measure so as to: prewvent. this social evil. Even the
fund alloted for this cause shoutd abe increased. - :



56

Emphasizing on LPG agents and its customers, it is time for
the Government to take this matter into priority. The Govern-
ment has to realise the obstacles and grievances met by the people
and should also take necessary steps to solve their problem.

Coming to state lottery the Governor has mentioned that an
amount of Rs, 1394 lakhs has so far been received from it. How-
ever, the single digit system of lottery freely gambled in the street
has becoming a social problem., Government employces are also
involved which badly affect the office works,

Though the Governor has not mentioned about transport system,
I bave to add a few point on it, It is somewhat unsafe to travel
by bus for the Mizos. The members of this House may never
travel by bus, but the majority people have travelled by bus, As
it has become so unsafe the Government should have discussed
this matter with the Government heads of our neighbouring state.

I feel that it is necessary to make correction regarding the
classification and price of the rice received from Supply Depart-
ment. The department has classified ricé as C. Rice, Fine Rice
and S.F. Rice. The price of Super Fine Rice is Rs. 8/- while
Fine Rice is sold at the rate of Rs. 7/-. However, due to the dif-
ficulty in classification, Fine Rice and C. Rice are mixed and
sold at the rate of Rs. 7.50 to the public as grade ‘A’. The same
grade is supplied to the VIP at a higher rate. C, Rice has been
classified as group ‘B’ and we hardly get supply of this kind.

Regarding the two gypsiés purchase from the M.P. Development

Fund mentioned by Pu F. Lalremsiama, the vehicles numbers are
ambulance MZ-01-A 3080 and MZ-01-A-3081.

To conclude my speech, if the budget is spent with the feeling
of political intention we would never have development,

+
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DR. J.V., HLUNA : " Pu Speaker, thank you for allot-

: ting me time in this discussion,

- On the third page of the

address, mention has been made of the maintenance of peace and

harmony among the people. I can hardly agree with this view

as the Police failed in the investigation of certain murder cases.

Regarding the entering of refugees at Mimbung and Teikhang, we

have to note that not only in these two villages but in other

villages many refugees are making their illegal entry. This case
should not be ignored and should be registerec.

One thing I would like to praise in the address is the wordings
used by the Governor. We have found on the address that, “A
number of huts belonging to Bru communities were burnt by angry
mobs”. Here, the words ‘angry mobs® are use instead of ‘Mizo
youths’. I think the words ‘angry mobs’ are more appropriate.

Coming to Power Department, the Governor has stated that
8 MW gas-based power plant for Mizoram has been commissioned
at Rokhia in Tripura. Why does this power plant is commissioned
at Tripura while it is meant for Mizoram ?

Coming to PHE department, the Congress Ministry, during its
tenure of 14 years has not increased the capacity of the supply of
drinking water to the people of Aizawl. And, so, shortage of
water has continues to be the problem of the people.

On the department of Education, only B.A. students have re-
ceived small amount of scholarship but the other students have
not yet received their scholarships 'till date, Since, the end of the
financial year is closed how does the Government take up this
matter ? The amount of merit scholarship is also fewer than
that of the amount given in the states of Arunachal and Sikkim,
I would like to urge the Government to level the amount of
merit scholarship with that of Sikkim and Arunachal.
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Mention has also been made of the State Library. One thing
1 feel -it as priority is to acquire building for state library,

Emphasizing on sports, It seems that the Government promised
:t0 pay a. reward .of Rs, 20000/- to the third place . winner of Wushu
-held at. Rome - on November 1997. -But, 'this reward money has
not--yet -heen given-to:the Mizo .boy:who won -third place, ‘While
.there are coaches for Football and other. major games, Tablé Tennis
_players-have no proper coaches in' Mizoram. This should also be
~considered.

On page 22 we have come accross that the department of
-Heaith has - vigorously pursuing the proposal for -establishment of
;a- State Referral - Hospital. The ‘people of -Muallungthu Viliage
has donated the site.for this Hospital and I opine that this should
be accepted: by the Government.

On the department of Information, I would like to make a
request that the .copy of the Press -Release “tssued by this depart-
sment.be .. given 10 the MLAs. . I would : also..like to ~suggest that
‘Mizo - feature film or .documentary fikm may-be. contributed . to
Doordharsan, so that . telecast would:be done in the programme
of North East File, ‘

+In the finst .page of - the Address, the : Governor has stated
the peacefulness of our: election and an impartial and efficient
administratien .in .the:state. It -.is true thatiwe: had: peaceful elec-
tion, but the preparation of the electoral roll was a disaster and
.I. am. quite . disagree with the. view of Mizoram - Government as
~being impantial.and -efficient, 1 The. people of Mizoram hawe :wit-
~nessed: the - partiality and . inefficiency:-of this ~Government.. The
. Govegnor should -have wused the avordings that This speaks eloquen-
Jtly of the; value system.of our.socisty and rich culture and:adhe-
ganee, to,rprincipled, politics by . the pepple of Mizoram. in spite.of
+a partial. and, inefficient administration.dn :the. state’,



-59

‘DR.-R. LALTHANGLIANA : 'Thank you, Pu'Speaker, I have

- - no - intention bf critisizing ' the

- - speech .- given by the * Geovernor,

In fact, the address is inore satisfying than the previous ones as

‘he+has highlighted -only“the -achievements made by tthe - Govern-
‘ment, - o

- 'The-most important thing we, the -members have to. know is
‘that the people of - Mizotam have no morerhepe in this. Ministry
and they become ‘desperdate in terms.of *development. : The Govern-
ment has let down the people from all corners, be it Government
employees or the people from the remotest villages. They have
.seent the ifailure.of. Government-in the -fiekds of. pewer . supply,
-supply: of drinking water, ratiensupply -and others. The Govern-
ment may realise the grievances of the people but It fails to. pro-
duce remedy for it,

: The Governor has mentioned about the parliamentary election
~that is just over. -‘Fram the mesult of the parliamentary election,
It is evedent that the:peeple:have-no eonfidence in this niinistry.
They have no trust in the ministry that controls the state’s budget,
‘The ministry~has admit;this: fact.

¢ Gomingt-to. the clection, 1as stated by the Governor, the process
itself may be: peaceful, but:ahie system -in:which electoral roll was
prepared was very unsatisfactory, There were many foul plays
“in the system, o '

The law and order situation in the state is also not peaceful,
‘There:are \many musdeis, ; tapes and robberies. The police: have
nno timesto take imvestigationion all the crime committéd.

‘One thing 1 feel disappointediabout:is the absence. ofi the cons-
-gitution ofsstate election. commissiondn ithe address. The Govern-
ment might have done somethigg mn- this:matter,ias.4he gonstitu-
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tion of state election commission was passed last ycar. But the
Governor has not mentioned this in his addrcss, Therefore, T do
not find reason to be thankful for his address.

Another point I would like to mention is that in 199¢, an
amount of Rs. 10 lakhs was sanctioned for the installation of fruit
processing plant at Chhimtuipui District. When I made a visit
to the district, there was no steps taken in this regard, but the
fund alloted was used for purchase of gypsy for the Chairman of
MIFCO. In this way, the budget is squandared by the Govern-

ment,

To conclude my speech, the p'eople are not satisfied with only
good words but they like to witness the real works of the Govern-

ment,

SPEAKER : There is only 5 minutes to 4
oclock. If you want to adjourn
the house at 4, we c¢an do so

and If you prefer to go on you may say so,

PU SAIKAPTHIANGA : Mr. Speaker, the House has a
Minister practice that the discussion of

the Governor’s Address takes up
to 4 : 00 P.m. So, the discussions should be over at 4 :00 P.m,

SPEAKER : 11 members have stood up we
shall call upon the House Leader.

PU LAL THANHAWLA : Pu Speaker, I am glad to have
CHIEF MINISTER the opportunity to discuss the

speech delivered by the Gover-
nor. I however, regret that all the members can not avail this
opportunity. I would like to thank the members for being respon-
sible and for their constructive speech.
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I shall start with thevstibject of election we just had, It was
apparent that the way thaioffivers conduct ‘thie election was quite
satisfhctory. + The works of thé! Polive ‘personnel” in’ maintaining
law- and order also found praisewotthy. Bué t6 our confideice
in the police and officials the government refused the offer to
provide para. military: foroed’ from the' Election Cbmmission,’ As
expected, we could have rpeatefud election in the stare, " In this
regard, 1 would like! to expﬂesslmy gratﬂudo* to the ofﬁmals who
are lnvolved in: the electlon ﬁrocesS

- As the government'-desme to have fair Electoral Rells many
steps were taken to accomplish this desire. Several deletion were
made in the Roll, We also found out that It is necessary to be
careful not to-make typing faismkes in the Electoral Roll,

ot e ERLERPYE T L . :

Seme of the members hdve alltiged the ministry of not gaining
any confidence from the people. I ain surprise that the members
who have mentioned this belong to the party that the people have
no' confidence in. Merely: Beitise of the difference in 40- votes

does not-indicate that the pvoplé Bhv& it ccmfidence in the Cong-
ress Mlmstry

] .. .j,-

Next 1 would like to emphasite nbout Lengpul Air port, As_
he gcv’emment has to concentraté on 'M.P. Election, on-going
works at the Airport had to stop ' for a while. Otherwise, It
could beoperatwnal by now. The Chmrman of the National Air- .
port Authorlty of India has given us hi§ favour. Due to the dec-
rease in fund received from the central, we have to take up the
matter at the pofitical - levet! 1t is expected to be operational
sometime in April. In the 'darty ktage Indian' Airfinés w111 operate
for us, Regarding the apprbacﬂ rdad to the Airport, many people
were misguided due to certain misunderstanding, The supface
Transport anstry has already approved tpe scheme of the ap:
progth Ydad;" As' the centralhas givén priority to this project a
sum of* RE. 7 ¢rores is sanctioned for Samirang-Manu-Agartala Road.’
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It is also planned for Imter State Highway, -The construction of
the approach road can not be taken up according to our plan.
The surface Transport Ministry will have to consult Indian Road
Congress for their specification.

Coming to law and order, some of the members have pointed
out various incidents of murder, robbery and other crimes and
alleged the - government for failure to maintain law and order.
However, we should not consider in this way, The way the police
take up the crimes and how the matter was pursued were more
important, The polize deserve praise for their works to fight
crimes,

I am deeply sorry for the murder of a prominent teacher by
one Chakma at Chawilung. The police took prompt action but
found that the culprit fled to Bangladesh and no action could be
taken in this case, .

In the case of bifurcation of districts, the authority has regar-
ded that priority should be given to the eastern and western sides
of Aizawl. After careful consideration It was decided that new
districts should be set up in the east and western areas, In pur-
suance of this, a cabinet memorandum was issued on 10.10,1996,
for circulation. However, only 7 Minister has given their consent
and some of , the senior Minister have objected that this matter
should be discussed in a sitting. Accordingly, the matter was
discussed in the cabinet meeting and decision was then made.
I would even like to inform you that the cabinet memorandum
and its decision hasto remain confidential bcfore the Cabinet
Secretary, or, the Chief Secretary has announced it, If It is leaked .
out from thc Mlmster, he has violated the Rules.

Pu F. Lalrémsiama has mentioned about the purchase of two
Gypsms from the M.P, Local Area Development Fand.. This pur-
chase was n;xade with thc suggesuon of  the Fund controller. The
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top controlling officer of M.P;,Devglopment. Fund hgs suggested.
that one Gypsy andone:Gypsy Asgbulance: may be purchgsed for
local use and so it was purchased accordingly. o ’

4o

.. As I have said earlier, [ cansofi;accept the alligation made
by the opposition members against thé-Ministry of losing confidence
of the people, Instead of accusing.each othér we should try to:
correct ourselves, Amongst the political parties, there are some:.
who tried to co-operate with the Brus to gain votes, Some of the
M.P. candidates even promised Autonomous District Council to
the Brus. All these false promises and foul play create law and
order: problem in-the state, ‘The Mizo people can not survive by:
vote alone, but we have. to,preserve our nationality and seek for
the stability of the Mizos. - The problems existed within our com-
munity has to be solved.for ayt..survival, . Without the sypport,
of the people . political party alon¢ cgm not exist. Therefore, we,
should try to coioperate among ourselves,

I am also confident that without the support of the people,
and various son-governmental organization, the Prohibition Act
could never be a success. I am also very glad to witness the
supports conferred by various organizations, It is also clear that
due to the enforcement of this Act our party will loss many votes.
But, we have done this for the sake of Mizoram and its people.

Regarding Fifth Pay commission recommendation, I understand
that each and every state desire to implement it. Even the richest
states have not yet implemented this recommendation. In this
regard, the financial involvement is so high that to blame the
government will not be a remedy,

As we have known only an interim budget for 4 months ending
July, 1997 has been presented to the House, This is not for the
reason that the Finance Department is inefficient but the main
reason is that the Planning Commission had not finalised the
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sectoral allocations of the plan outlay. Therefore, this session is
not like the usual’' Budget ‘Session but it is in fact a Vote on
Account.

Lastly, the Address delivered by the Governor is extremely
satisfying. As it was so excellent and encouraging I. toe, support
the motion ‘moved by Pu Lalhuatlanga and request the members.
to pass his metion, _

Thank you,

SPEAKER : The discussion on the Governor
: Address is over. Those who

agree to pass the motion may

say ‘Agree’ and those who disagree may say ‘Not Agree’. Well,
the motion of thanks on the Governor’s address is unammously

passed by the House,

"' The House is adjourned.
| 4:30 Pm.





