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PROCEEDINGS FOR FOURTH SITTING ON FRIDAY,
' THE ZOTH MARCH, 1998,

( Time 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM & 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM)
PRESENT

PU R.L. VALLA, Deputy Speaker at Chair, Chief Minister, 17
Ministers and 16 Members were present.

QUESTIONS

1. Questions entered in seperate list to be asked and oral answers
given.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

2. Resolutions,

DEPUTY SPEAKER : ‘Without counsel plans go wrong,
but with many advisers they
succeed,

To make an apt answer is a joy to a man,
and a word in season, how good it is!’
Proverbs 15 :22--23

Now, we shall take up questions, starred question No, 21,
Pu Lalsawta.

PU LALSAWTA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, I ask
my starred question No. 21.
Will the Hon’ble Minister
if/c Social Welfare Department be pleased to state.

(a) Number of persons died due to Drugabuse in Mizoram du-
ring 1997 ?
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(b)) Arc the Drug-Addicts marked by the Department ?
-(¢) If so, how many Asddictsrape there in -Mizoram ?

'PU P.C. ZORAM SANGIMNA +Mr: Deputy Speaker Slr, the
Minister - - - " answers of starred question No.
21 are ;—

'(a) The number of persons dled due to drug-abuse durmg 1997
are 56 Males and 1 Female,

(b) and (c) Till date, l;here is no systematic survey of the Drug-
Addicts. In the opinion of the Department, the number of
Drug-Addict is approxlmptejy - 3000. About 90% is addicted
to Proxyvon. : ' '

PUR. TLANGHMINGTHANGA Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, supple-
. mentary question, from  which
source did the Hon’ble Minister
learn the number of deathk? fs it wmer not to mentipa the name
of such addictive drug like' Préxyvod 7 ‘What are the steps taken
up by the, Govcrnment for the control and. prevention of Drug-
Addlctlon?

R

PU B LALTHLENGEIKNA < MES Deputy Speaker Sir, it is

o * “learnt “‘that’ Proxyvon is taken
' ftom the 'Rahul faétory near
Silchar, who is manufacturing the said drug by mixing flour, soda
and taloum -powder, which-i§ very dangetous for health. So, can
the Ministry find a way-of #stbpping the manufacture with the
help of the Assarn Government’? "Why issour Ministry unable to
stop Drug-Trafficking till ‘date? :Whenwill De-Addiction Centres
at Thingdawl and Kawnpui/Bualput function ?

PU LALHMINGTHANGA. . . My ‘Deputy Speaker Sir, with-
: . out a systematic survey, the
»n+ - number of addicts given by the
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Hon’ble Minister cannot be accurate. In the present situation,
the Government is not sincere enough in this task, If it is diffi-
cult to approach the addicts openly, will it be possible for the
Government to conduct a secret survey as the various churches
and voluntary organisations are willing to offer their assistance,
As the victims of drug-abuse are increasing rapidly, it is a high
time for the entire state to actively involve in the eradication of

drugs.

PU F. LALREMSIAMA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, when
will the building constructed

near Sethawn be occupied ?
What sort of preventive measures are taken up by the Govern-
ment ?

DR, J.V. HLUNA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, it is
learnt that at Lunglei, the Anti-

Proxyvon squad and Women’s
Anti Drug Association were set up, With their sincere efforts and
dedication, the addictive drug had been wiped out. Can a similar
step be taken up at Aizawl ? In addition, I would like to know
under which Act Proxyvon is banned in Mizoram ? Who is the
owner of the Pharmacy, located at Upper Khatla that was closed
down for selling condomed medicines 7 Is it a fact that the Police
and Excise Department have no authority over Drug-formulation?

The required qualification for Drug-Controller is B, Pharm.
or M, Pharm. for the vaccant of 3 posts, 5 persons had been given
temporary appointments, Presently, as there are 6 vacancies in the
said post, does the Government intend to award permanent ap-
pointment to the said persons ?

PU JOHN ROTLUANGLIANA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, cons-
truction of De-addiction centre
at Sethawn is completed by the
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PW.D, Ts:it.acfact thet thd/Soctal Welfafe b{pﬂi‘tment is not
Iyet préepared to take over mqhaxd centre 7

PUJF MALSAWNMA : fMi' Deputy Speaker S r, firstly,
“1 w0l ‘live-to pomf‘ out the
\ ' fget that for the enforcement
of 'Drugs ‘&'Cosmeties Act” IM 'MB‘& CF substant Act 1985 and
Assam Drugs Gentral -Act 1960, there shoiild be a co-ordination
between the Law, Health, Police and Social Welfare Departments.
:As such, how many tnmes did th%‘&iii "Departments hold a meetmg
.in the previous 'year 7

Secondly, what is the pi'dgfmﬁf the Private Bill I submitted

. ¥996 which was rdferréd to'the Government of thiia. ' Is there

‘2 " Drug-analyst in Mizordth 7 ‘Mthiat arc the steps taken up by
th'c 'gavernment for prevention 6?‘ brug-addrc‘tlon ?

o R T LS ;

DR R. LALTHANGLIANA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, I regret

~to learn from the Hon’ble Minis-

“ter ‘that mo systemmatic survey

hutﬁ been - conducted for detéctton:of drug-aditicts, The inability

to'praduce spesific repértds  humi¥iating for ‘the Ministry. ‘So,

‘wrlls it tbe ‘possible Tor the Government 1o’ undertake a_ systematic

-sarvey on-a’ Reseachibase 7. “Prcstntly, 1ack df vo-ordinatich be-

tween the concerned departments is the main problem, and 1 would

like to know what arrangement will be made by the Mlplstl‘y m

tthis field,

Moreover, ithe ~drug-abwse ‘has brought untold miseries to our
society, and we are heading no where without a systematic policy
-and: ec-ordinasion:  between the: conéerned “Depattmrents.  Besides,
shovtage -of Drugiivspector 48 another hinftaree, So, can the
Hon'ble: Mindster take .up /mithative act:on in thxs matter ?

‘DEPUTY SPEAKER . Let .us call nupan - the Hombl,e
Minister of Health.
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PU P.C. ZORAM SANGLIANA : Mr. Speaker. Sir, regarding the

Minister - - . question of the Hon’ble Member

Pu R, Tlanghmingthanga, infor-

mation was collected from the various departments.; Besides, in

:all the Awareness campalgns, we issued instructions to avoid men-

“tioning the names of addictive drugs as far as possxble At present,

Awareness Campaign, is being launched in various parts of Mizo-
ram with the assistance of YMA and various churches,

. Next, coming to the question of the Hon’ble Member Pu
B. Lalthlengliana, there is no official information of such matter,
but steps are being taken up by the Department. The said centre
constructed at Sethawn is not yet handed over to the Soctal Wel-
_fare Department as there is a pending bill, In the previous session,
‘there was a discussion on whether the said centres be managed
by the Government or the Non-Government’s organisation (NGO).
In this matter, consultation between the Government and NGO is
going on at the moment,

The questions and suggestions of the Hon’ble Member Pu
Lalhmmglhanga are highly appreciated. In fact, way back in 1996,
a survey was conducted by the CDPO, YMA, MHIP and commu-
‘nity’s leaders. Recently, we decided to take up another survey
‘along with the Excise and Police Departments, NGO and leaders
of commumty

PU F. LALREMSIAMA  : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, I would
like to know the legal action
taken in- this matter.

PU P.C. ZORAM SANGLIANA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir,- as men-
~ Minister - tioned earlier, steps are mostly

. . -takem up- in -accordance. with

the NDPS$ Act, ASSam Drugs Central Act etc, As we failed to

-acheive satlsfactory results, the ‘government ‘decided to set up a
’ ‘t i .



-Committee under the iChaitmanship of Secretary, Law Department
-and Dirsector, {Health Servipss; DJ\G tof Polige, and Exmse Commw—
sioner as Members, IR I L

'__PU F. L:}LREMSIAMA s ¢ Mr. Deputy ,Speakcr Sir, pumsp-
C e i g ment mcludc payment of fine
= i .. not less than Rs 1 lakh and 10

- years imprisonment,

PUPC. ZORAM SAN?[;IA&A Mr! ' Beputy Speaker Sir, the
M:mster C P Committee 18 'taking up prempt
: “i actions,

Further, 1 have learnt about the successful efforts of the Anti-
Proxyvon squad at Lunglei, ‘and presently, we are planning to set
up a semilar task force at Alzawl for which the Department is
instructed to'give its full support. Today, I am unable to-inform
whether Proxyvon is banned in otr stéte, nor can 1 give the fiame
of the Pharmacy’s owner, This is debply regretiéd. :

" The forceq_in our state, whether they:are froin the Excise or
Police Departments are ‘ahthorised to enforce the aforesaid Acts.
Matter concerning Drug-Controllmg 1s m the hands of the Health
Department.

DR. J.¥V. HLUNA :  Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, 1 would

- , like to know whether narcotic
is seized at Bairabi and Vai-
rengte.

'PU P.C. ZORAM SANGLIANA Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, in splte
. Ministeér ' .. -of shortage of staff, most, of .the

S _seizure is made at WVairengte.
.-However, a post is not yet created -at Bairabi, But forqumately,
the sincere efforts and the dedication of the churches and.:voluyn-
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‘tary organisations is 4 ‘blessing for the Ministry and the entire
‘community, -As statéd earlier, there is a -well co-ordination
between the concerned Departments.

PUF. MALS’AWMA.' . :  Mr. Deputy Spcaker"Sir, who is
in charge of the Private Bill I
submitted in 19967

PU P.C. ZORAM SANGLIANA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, T will
Minister take up this matter as my De-
partment is in-charge.

PU ZORAMTHANGA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, top
priority should be given towards
the preventive measures. If so,

why .is the centre already completed remain vacant merely on

.ground -of pending Bills ? Can the Hon’ble House Leader give an

assurance that this issue ‘will be settled immediately ?

PU. JOHN ROTLUANGLIANA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, recently
- the Passing-out Parade-of Excise

force, numbering mare than 100
was witnessed by the Hon’ble Minister. If so, can the out-pest
be created at Kanhmun ?

PU P.C, ZORAM SANGLIANA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, the 300
‘Mihister bedded De-Addiction centre is

the largest of its kind if com-

pared with others outside our state, and its management requires
Full: dedication, understanding and- sympathy. In noway did the
Winistry ‘negheot-this -centre. As a matter of fact, it is the desire
of ‘the government to rum:the centre successfully, and iu doing
that, the ‘Ministry request eadh - member to:lend-a helpmg et

and give full-ec-operation,



81

PU ZORAMTHANGA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, which
| *v4 ¢ Department is péding the Bill ?

PU JOHN ROTLUANGLIANA<s Mr. Deputy Spesker Sir; our

Hon’ble Minister is deeply con-

: : ¢erned with' matter ' coneerning
Drug-addiction. Do you find. it difficult to resolve this issue ?

PU ZORAMTHANGA -t Mr.Dephty Spéaker Sir, tb which
' Department will the centre be
handed over ?

PU P.C. ZORAM SKNGLEANA"!J Mr, Deputy S'peake'r Sir, we do
Minister not have Drug-Analyst in Mizo-
ram, So, I request the Hon’ble
Members to pressurise the'cotderfied- Department to ereate such
post. I would like to- remiddVthe- Housé that equal atterition is
given towards the preventive méhdiies ds'well- s rehabilitatioh of
the addicts. Recentlyy awareliess: éanipaign was launched by the
Synod Social Frout, At the sgind/time; instédd of depending o
the Excise and Police forces,;. each- méitiber should encourage the
YMA and' Voluntary Otgantéition’'of his constitiiency to be adtive~
ly imvolved in thid-task;: Besides,“steps will be takeli iip t6 enablo
the concerned Department to! undéftike a systématid surfvey,

PY HRANGTHANGA G%NEY Mr., Députy Spéaker Sir, [ would
- v . like 10 know whether group of

- experts landed at Mizoram to

K 4 wnd the addicts.

Moreover, as Prohibition of liquor resulted in utter failure,
this ‘matter should be recohsidered by the governnert, bécaase in:
the absence of Hquor, many turned towards drugs. Thesé days,
trafficking ‘of drugé and adulterated 11quor is most prevalent,
which- is extremely harmful, -+~ - - S .
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PU P,C, ZORAM SANGLIANA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, groups
Minister of experts had certainly cowme
to Mizoram, and they had a

spot verificatipn of the said centres.

DEPUTY. SPEAKER . Starred question No. 24, Dr.
R. Lalthangliana,

PU LAL THANHAWLA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, matter

Chief Minister concerning drug has become the

main problem of our society, and
for its prevention, the government has taken up steps by organi-
sing an awarness campaign and inviting experts from outside our
state,

Today, councelling ts necessary not only for the addicts but
for their families as well, and. several measures are to be taken
up in’this direction.. Regarding the said De-addiction centre, the
problem lies not with the pending Bill. The actual reason is that
it is difficult for the government alone tc run the centre success-
fully, Presently, negotiation is going on with certain experts in
this field and Voluntary Organisations. Fortunately, number of
senior government officials are willing to sacrifice their careers
for this crucial task, but nothing is yet finalised.

DR, R. LALTHANGLIANA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, 1 ask

: my starred question No. 22.

What are the problems faced by

the governmcnt for evicting the Assam Rifles from the heart
of Aizawl?

PU LIANSUAMA + Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, before.
.+ Minister . . answering the starred question,:

I would like to point out that
when questlons are not forwarded-.to the concerned Department



83

it is difftcult for the Mmrster 1/0 to furnish answers of supplemen-
tary questlons o o " b

The Assam’ leles are not uﬁﬂ’er the' authorlty of the Mlzoram
Government, and thus our Ministry has no say over their eviction,
whlch is our main problem
DR J.V. HLUNA ' C TMr D puty Speaker Sflr, for the.

B )A ﬁmklfles 1000 Acres of land_

was purchased at Zokhawsang

for Rs, 9, 1.59 156/- and 1.5 crore had been utilised for Earth-works,

Is it a fact: that the Assam- Rifles are unable to shift there as

there are no accomodations and other facilities, which were the
terms of the Agreement ?- _

Secondly, at Mc, Donald I&;llf fhere are certain areas belong-
ing to the Assam Rifles. HowéVer oh I6th December 1994, LSC
was issued with the approval of the Hon’ble C.M to the followmg_
persons; Liansuama, LSC: N| 18/95, Lalthanzauva LSC No. *18/95,
Lalthanzara VCP LSC No, 20/9% and Rollanthanga LSC No. 21095,
were the Assam- leles ev:cted ‘after 1ssuemg such LSC ?

PU LALHMINGTHANGA“" > 9 M. Deputy Speaker Sll‘, is the.

R ¥government aware of the fact

that the said area at Zokhawsang

is strictly reserved by the Assafn Rifles, thus creatlng imrhense

problems forthe neighbouridg'dreas ? Can this be settled by the
government ?

DB R LALTHANGLIANA :’f Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, the
! -  Assam Rifles, occupying the

" heart of our capital is creating

numerous troubles anﬂ problems. to our people. In fact, “the
MLAS too aré not spared as some of them had been harassed by
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them, To a certain extent, it is true that the Mizoram Govern-
ment has no authority over them, but it is quite likely that the
Ministry is not effective enough in this field. What I would like
to know is the real problem faced by the Ministry in course of
their action,

Moreover, for their eviction, a proper agreement was made
with the Assam Rifles’ Headquarter and ultimatum had been for-
warded long way back, In spife of that, no fruitful outcome is
acheived by the Ministry till date. This is extremely wrong.

PU F. LALREMSIAMA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, at
Luangmual, a private land was
acquired by the Government but

the previous owner cleared up the said land after obtaining com-

pensation from the government. The same thing happens at Zo-
khawsang. Can this be clarified by the Government ?

PU ZORAMTHANGA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, even

after a lapse of 10 years, the

_ Assam Rifle has not yet shifted

to the lands acqulred by the Government for more than 90 iakbs.

What is the specific problem in the eviction of the Assam Rifles ?
What action is taken up by the Hon’ble C.M. ?

PU F. MALSAWMA + Mr; Deputy Speaker Sir, can the
matter be taken to the court?

PU F, LALZUALA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, supple-

: mentary question, . during the.

term of the first Ministry in our

state, a trouble broke out between the Assam Rifles and the civi-

lians, to which the then C.M declared the Assam Rifles as Rebels.
Does our state government coptinue to accept them as Rebels?
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‘DEPUTY SPEAKER : Let us call upon the Hon- ble
: ' Minister i/c.

'PU LIANSUAMA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, the

Ministér ~ question raised by the Hon’ble

| _ ~ Member Dr. ILV. Hluna was
alréady discussed before, So, Ihave nothing to add on this point.
Matter concérning acqulsmon of iand for the Assam Rifles is quite
coiiplicated, a definite statement can not be furnished today.

PU LALHMINGTHANGA ¢ Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, the

Assam Rifles are interfering

~ even outside their reserved areas,

which block the works of the ne:ghbourmg communities. Can
théir problem be solved by.the Ministry ?

PU LIANSUAMA : Mr, Speaker Sir, immediate ac-
Minister tlon will be taken up to settle
such problems,

As mentioned by certain Members, the Assam Rifles occupying
the heart of Aizawl serves no purposes, Their eviction is strongly
desired by this Ministry for which sustained efforts had been ren-
dered. Nevertheless, we should reaJise the fact that eviction of
any forces from a certain area is a difficult task, and a similar
problem is faced by other states too.

Next, regarding questious on acquisition of private lands and
granting of compensation, the Revenue Department is in a better
position to furnish the answers; and the action taken up by the
Hon’ble C.M. will be reported by him,

PU LAL THANHAWLA  : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir; though
Chief Ministér eviction of the Assam Rifles is
the common desire of our com-
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munity, this has not materialised till date because the issue is
beyond the authority of the Mizoram Government,

Today, it is wrong to blame one another because we are all
aware of the various actions taken up by each Ministry. Besides
the area at Zokhawsang was selected- by the Assam Rifles them-
selves, but now, they refuse to shift there on the pretext of inade-
quate facilities in spite of our repeated pressure. As assured by
the Hon’ble Ministry the problems forced by the people will soon
be settled,

On a spot verification, the Hon’ble Prime Minister and the
Home Minister both realised how they block the beautification of
Aizawl, and were convinced that they should leave the place.
Moreover, rewidening and other forms of development are
further delayed around the Assam Rifie’s area for fear of enhan-
cing their permanent settlement. We have also consulted the
Chief Justice of the High Court; As a matter of fact, it is our
greatest desire to be the first successful state in the eviction of
Asaam Rifles, for which active actions are being taken up by the
Ministry.

Finally, Mr, Speaker Sir, 1 am unaware of such matter con-
cerning issue of LSC to certain persons. However, if any of my
relatives are benefitted by it, 1 strongly oppose and condemn the
matter,

PU LALHMINGTHANGA t Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, did
the Mizoram Government ap-
proach the Home Ministry after

sanction was made for development of the area reserved for the

Assam Rifles ? Can the Master-plan be furnished to the House ?

DR. J.V. HLUNA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, in spite
of Total Prohibition of liquor
in Mizoram, large quantity of



87

liquor is smuggled into our state. So, great care should be taken
by our Government,

PU LIANSUAMA ¢+ Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, regar-

Minister ding the points raised by the

Hon’ble Member from Aizawl

‘N* II, certain steps had been taken up by the Government, and

the Hon’ble Member from Aizaw]l ‘W’ II pays due interest towards
his- constituency, this is highly appreciated.

PU LAL THANHAWLA ¢+ Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, the

Chief Minister amount of the original Master

Plan is 30 crores and 55 lakhs,

I had several talks with the Home Minister after he visited our

state. The special secretary, i/c Home, was assigned to undertake

spot verificetion, but he was unable to make it due to trouble in
the Government,

PU R. TLANGHMINGTHANGA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, is the
Ministry able to produce any
references on the actions taken ?

DEPUTY SPEAKER ¢ Today we have 10 Resolutions.
' Firstly, let us summon the Hon’-
ble Member Pu T, Hranghluta

to move his Resolution,

PU T. HRANGHLUTA : Mr., Deputy Speaker Sir, thank
you for giving me an opportu-
nity to move my Resolution

which is as follows; “QOwing to poor harvest at Chhimtuipui

District in the year 1997, the entire community is faced with

acute shortage of food-stuff, thus having them in a state of im-

mense hardship. So, the entire Chhimtuipui District should be

declared as feminine-area”,
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.DEPUTY SPEAKER : In accordance with our Rules,
the Hon’ble Member Pu Lal
Biakzuala has sought the per-

.mission of the House to amend the aforesaid Resolution,

PU LAL BIAKZUALA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, only
Chhimtuipui District is men-
tioned in the Resolution, while

a similar fate is faced by other Districts as well. So, as permitted

by our Rules, I honestly request that the resolution should be

amended in the following way; “Owing to poor harvest in the

Districts of Chhimtuipui, Aizawl and Lunglei, there is acute shor-

tage of food-stuff, thus leaving the people in a state of immense

hardship an distress. As such, the government should render sus-
tain efforts to help and rehabilitate the needy people”,

PU F, MALSAWMA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, the

Resolution could be amended

_ only after 24 hours of its move-

ment, But hardly 22 hours had passed, and if you grant the per-

mission to amend the same, it goes against our Rule No, 130. 1t

also means that the Ruling Party is unfairly favoured by you. So,
the amended form cannot be accepted.

PU R. TLANGHMINGTHANGA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, the
Hon’ble Member has moved a

Resolution, and it is extremely
wrong that his Resolution should be discarded and replaced by
another, This is humiliating as it degrades the Member’s
previlage.

PU F, LALZUALA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, if we
closely observe our Rules, there

is a way of moving the resolu-
tion in its amended form.
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PU F, MALSAWMA ¢ Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, in any
case, it is wrong to amend the

- Resolution before the mover has
the opportunity to speak on this matter,

PU F. LALZUALA 't Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, the
- amended form is widely sup-

ported as we would like to bring
out the prcblems faced by our people.

PU F, LALREMSIAMA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, the
original Resolution included on-

o ty the Chhimtuipui District,

addition of 2 more Districts will go against our Rules. Hence,
the amendment motion is incorrect and cannot be d'sz.ssed legally,

PU LIANSUAMA : Mr. Deputy Spcaker Sir, in
Minister - dccordance with the Parliamen-

- tary Practice ¢ Procedure, you

have -the authority to seek the opinion of thc Ilcuse whether
amendment is approved or not, If so, amendme¢a: can be done,

PU LALHMINGTHANGA : Mr. Decputy Speaker Sir, the

" aim of the original resolution is

to declare Chhimtuipui District

as femine rrea, but such objective is not found in the amended form,
which is quite meaningless.

Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, we are all aware of your discretionary
power, which should be erercised in such a way that the target
is not missed. As far as this Resolution is concerned, the amen-
ded form contradict the spirit and concept of the original one,

In any case, you should lead the House in accordance with our
existing Rules. '
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DR, R. LALTHANGLIANA : Mr. Deputy Speaker -Sir, the

' House had never experienced

such sort of amendment. It is

quite likely that undesireable precedence is being introduced in

the House, which will be a great humiliation for the House. So,

the resolution should be discussed in its original form and if any-

thing is to be added, it should be done in accordance with our
Rules,

PU F. MALSAWMA : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, no
Business should be transacted
against the Rules.

PU SAIKAPTHIANGA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, so far,
Minister there 1s no violation of Rules,
If arreed, oral amendment could
be made,
DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Resolution was admitted

and a Bulletin had been issued

to each member, So far, the
movement and amendment were done in accordance witl our
Rules and Parliamentary practices,

PU LALHMINGTHANGA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, the
_ objective of the original Resolu-

tion is omitted in the amended
form. Even if the Speaker exercises his discretionary power, it
will go against our Rules. So, can this matter be reconsidered in
order to avoid any undesireable precedences.

PU SAIKAPTHIANGA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, we

Minister cannot raise any objections as

long as there it an agreement

between the mover and the Hon'ble Member Pu Lal Biakzuala,
Mr. Deputy Speaper Sir, the finalisation rest in your hands.
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DR. R. LALTHANGLIANA  : Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, Rule
- " No. 293 clearly defines that
‘Amendment shall- be relevant

to and within the scope of & Motion, to which it is proposed":
So, we cannot accept the entirely different Motion,
. a ‘)

PU LIANSUAMA 't Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, no Re-

Minister -7 _solution is mentioned in Rule
' " No, 293,

DEPUTY SPEAKER - According to the Parliamentary
: practice, consideration of this
“ -~ Resolution could be decided by

- ballot.

PU EALHMINGTHANGA. ¢ Mr. Deputy Spraker Sir, the
- amended version fuils to bring

out the main aim [ the Reso- .

lution.

DEPUTY SPEAKER

(1)

Now, we shill ové oh to the
next Resolution, Let us call
upon the Hon’ble Member Pu
Lalsawta to read out his Resolution. (Interruption) The original
and amended forms of Pu Hranghluta’s Resolution could be dis-
cussed together, Qur discussion will reveal the one approved by
the House.

PU T. HRANGHLUTA i Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, thank
you for allotting me time to’
move and clarify my Resolution, -

which had been admitted by the Hon’ble Speaker. However, after

a close observation, the CL.P decided to make  certain amend-

ments to which: I agreed,
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- As we all know, 1997 was a year of immense hardship and
distress particularly for the Chhimtuipui District. Besides the
poor harvest, the Districts of Lunglei and Chhimtuipui were hit
by cyclone, which greatly disrupted the normal lives of the people.
As a result, there is extreme scarcity of food in many areas, So,
I moved this Resolution in order to enable our ministry to take
up immediate relief measures, However, to declare the whole of
Mizoram as a famine area is a great burden and realising this,
we agreed to make amendmedts in the Resolution with the hops
of enabling the various department to take up necessary actions
on famine-relief. For instance, all the sanctions made under
P.W.D, P.H.E, Border Area Development Programme, Employment
Assurance Scheme etc, should be utilised to save the people from
starvation, Today, the sole purpose of this Resolution is to pave
the way for saving our people from such pathetic condition. So,
let us join hands and use all our strength, energy and intelligence
for the welfare of our people. Hence, I request the Hon’ble Mem-
bers to pass this Resolution unanimously.

Thank you

DEPUTY SPEAKER : Let us call upon the Hon’ble
Member, Pu Lalsawta,

PU LALSAWTA : Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, 1 give
my full support to this Resolu-
tion. The original or the aman-

ded form have equal importance, so it should be passcd unami-

mously,

Mr, Deputy Speaker Sir, Members sitting on your right should
clearly clarify the significant of this Resolution, the extreme hard-
ships faced by our people and the acute shortage of food-stuff, I
request the Hon’ble Minister of food & civil supplies to take the

lead in this topic,
‘Thank you
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DEPUTY SPEFAKER % Let us call upon the Hon'ble.
Co : '- .+~ Minister, Pu Zzkhu Hlychho;

PU ZAKHU HLYCHHO = Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, I give
Minister my full support to this crucial
- Resolution, The Mover’s efforts

and deep concern for the people is highly appreciated.

Speaking of Chhimtuipui Dhistrict, in recent years the region
was affected by natuyral calamities such as, heavy landslides, un-
timely arrival of monsocn, out break of cyclone etc,, thus disrup-
ting the lives and occupation of the people, which resulted in star-
vation and near famine, Today, the entire community of Aizawl
might not be aware of such tragedy and misfortune, and I would
like to remind you of the seriousness of this situation. Therefore,
[ honestly request our D.C, $.D,0 and the B.D.O to visit the area
and witness the suffering of the people with their own eyes, 1 do
hope that the government will come up with certain Relief Mea-
sures through this Resolution, and lmmedlately provide means of
earning a living to the vnllage commumnes

Further, another prob!em ‘faced by the remote villages is ex-

treme shortage of ricesupply. So, I request the Supply Department
to give more priorities in tnis field.

Another point T would like to highlight is that extreme scar-
city of food is always followed by epidemic, So, it is necessary
to warn the Health Department before hand. Once again, 1 re-
quest the government to take up immediate relief measures, and
remind the House that this Resolution is strongly supported,

Thank you.

DE.F;UTY SPEAKER : We shall now have a recess,
~ Our meeting will be resumed
at 2:C0,
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SPEAKER : Each Member is allotted 10 mi-
nutes. Now, let us call upon
the Hon’ble Member Pu Lalrin-
chhana.

PU LALRINCHHANA : Mr. Speaker Sir, thank you for
allotting me time to make state-
ments, As far as this Resolution

is concerned, it is not only the Chhimtuipui District which is

affected by cyclone and other natural calamitics. A similar fate
was faced by my constituency, and I have informed the D.C und

R.D Minister of this matter, Moreover, according to the Reports

of Agriculture and Supply Departments, the Chhimtuipui District

reaped a good harvest than the previous year, Therefore, this

Resolution cannot be accepted as it reflects only Chhimtuipui

District while the same problem is faced by other parts of Mizo-

ram. Further, the main target of the Resolution 1s omitted in the

amended form., Hence, I suggest that amendment be made in such

a way that the Districts of Aizawl, Lunglei and Chhimtuipui be

declared as famine-arca, so that the Resolution will be more

meaningful and have far reaching effects on the centre.

Thank you.

SPEAKER Pu F. Lalzuala,

-

PU F. LALZUALA . : Mr, Speaker Sir, thank you for
allotting me time to make state-
o ments, Today, I am happy to

see such Resolution concerning the welfare of our cultivators.

As a matter of fact right from the previous times, there was
a cordial atmosphere in the Mizo society, and as far as focd-
stuff was concerned, Mizoram had attained selfsufficiency. In



95

course of time, Mizoram became a Union Territory and Democ-
racy started its root here. Since then, we had a tendency to rely
on outside’s help, which is not rccommendable at all cost. Io
view of all the hardships, presently faced by our people, our duty
is to give relief measures and console the distressed people, blaming
and alleging one anothér will serve no purposes. So, let us join
hands to remov: poverty and make our state self-sufficient in food
supply.
Thank you,

SPEAKER : Pu H. Thengkima.

PU H. THANGKIVIA t Mr, Speaker Sir, today, we are

discussing a vital issue, Howe-

_ ver, all the Resolutions passed

by the House had faxled to, produce any fruitful results, and I

am afraid that the present . Resolutwn too will not have any far
reaching effects. :

In my opinion, the target,of the original resolution will give
us huge benefits while the amgndeﬂ form provides nothing. Above
all, this Ministry had been, 11:} quer for almost 15 years, their
inefficient ad mtnistration . has brought Mizoram on the verge of
famine. To solve this problcm, a.change in the Minisfry is necessa-
ryand in the absence of Congréss Ministry, our state will be able to
regain self-sufficiency in foodstuff. Today, this Resolution should
not be mercly utilised for gaining more votes in the forthcoming
election, Instead, we should ke courageous enough to reveal the
actual condition of our state and declare the said districts as fa-
mine-areas,

Thank you.

PU S.T, RUAL;YAPA -1 -Mr, Speaker Sir, today, the
Minister _ . Hon’ble Member from Lawngtlai

has 'moved a . Resolution as
Chhimtuipui District is faced
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with acute shortage of food-supply. However, I regret to sze that
some of our Members cannot support the Resolution.

As mentioned earlier, in the year 1995, a heavy land slides
occurred -at Chhimtuipui District, which greatly disturbed normal
lives and occupation of the people. In the midst of such diffi-
culties, the timely interference and help of the Ministry gave
immense relief to the poor victims. Although there is sufficient
supply of rice, there is extreme shortage of finance because the
centre has not yet sanctioned the funds estimated for our state,
So, to pressurize the centre, this Resolution should be passed by
the House,

Another suggestion [ would like to put forward is that certain
portion of the Developmental or Department’s funds should be
diverted to help the needy pcople, who are on the brink of famine,
Today, it is necessary to duely consider the current financial crisis
and to bring up certain improvements. Morever, it is wrong to
declare the said Districts as famine-area without consulting the
leaders of the District Council. As a matter of fact, (here had
never been shortage of rice supply under the Congress Ministry,
and the birth of other Ministries had given rise to numerous prob-
lems, Today, instead of blaming one another, we should work
together with a spirit of co-operation and harmony,

Thank you,
SPEAKER + Pu F. Lalremsiama,

PU F. LALREMSIAMA : Mr., Speaker Sir, my Resolution

: concerning the removal of Chak-

‘ ma District Council was not

admitted 4s matter concerning Chhimtuipui District ‘was not inclu-

ded in it. Today, it is most unfortunate to have to declare the
said District as famine-area,
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In fact, it is a rightful gesture for the Hon’ble Member from
Lawngtlai to move such Resclution if his constituency is actually
facing such crisis. However, his statements appear doubtful after
hearing from the Hon’ble Member from Ratu. Besides Rs. 63 crore
was reported to be sanctioned when natural calamities hit the said
District in 1995, Apart from that, a specific Time Table is usual-
ly laid out for transportation of wrice and other materials in the
beginning of the year. Now we have reached the month of March
and why do the interior villages face problems in food-supply ?
Regarding shortage of finance, after a thcrough investigation, we
learnt that the Finance Department sanctioned all the {unds for
Medical Re-embursement, for purchase of petrol, rice-supply, etc,
before the Budget Session. So, the big question today is why the
Chhimtuipui District is on the verge of famine? Perhaps, the
concerned Ministers are corrupted enough to consider only their
personal benefits. Although the government gives top priority to
Agriculture, the amount of local products is extremely meagre and
our state had never been able to attain self-sufficiency. In fact,
the Resolution of this Hon’ble Member Pu T. Hranghluta is dis-
graceful for the entire stcte of Mizoram. Today, instead of decla-
ring the said Districts as famine-area, we should pave the way
to revolutionize agriculture,

Thank you
SPEAKER : Pu B, Lalthlengliana,

PU B. LALTHLENGLIANA : Mr. Speaker Sir, thank you for
giving me an opportunity to
make statements. Today, it is

most unfortunate to see such Resolution coming from the Ruling

Party,

Recently, the Hon’ble Supply Minister and the concerned
Member of Sangau had informed us about the sufficient supply
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of rice in their cerstituencies, while their neighbouring constituen-
cy is starving, Under such circumstances, it is the duty of the
concerned MLA to inform the Supply Minister and the Govern-
ment, We are not against the Resolution, but by moving the
same, the Homble Member has failed in his duty,

SPEAKER :  Un-Parliamentarian  languages
should not be used by the Mem-
bers.

PU B. LALTHLENGLIANA : Mr. Speaker Sir, according to

the statements of the Hon’ble

Supply Minister, there is suffi-
cient supply of rice, but this fatled to reach Chhimtuipui District,
which clearly reveals the inefficiency and negligence of the con-
cerned M,L.A, who appears to be interested only with personal
benefits, In fact, it is a great humiliation for the Ruling Party,
who has been in power for 10 years to have to declare certain
Districts as faming-areas.

In the year 1996, 10,292 MT of rice was harvesied, which
was increased to 1,2208 MT in 1997—1998, If so, why do the
Ruling Party has to move th's Resolution ? 1t is certain that the
Ruling Party is lacking confidence, and rcalising this, the Hon’ble
Member Pu Lal Biakzuala proposed the amendment, In any case,
such type of Resolution should come froni the Opposition and not
the Ruling Party, because the Resoluticn erposed the failure of
this Ministry, and even in the recent M,P Election, the Ruling
Party had Dbecen rejected by the entire people,

Thank you,
PU SAIKAPTHIANGA + Mr, Speaker Sir, thank you for
Miuister allotting me time to make stat -

ments. Today, 1t is a matter



99

of satisfaction to see such a vital Resolution coming from the
Ruling Party, as the Ministry is righteous enough to reveal and
consider the actual condition of our state,

The statement of the Hou’ble Supply Minister is misquoted
by some members, In his statement, the Hon’ble Minister stated
that the condition of rice supply is more or less satisfactory. This
is because allotment of rice is delayed by the centre, Consequen-
tly the supply failed to reach the remote areas in time, but the
Supply Department 15 making steady progresses. Besides, I would
like to remind the House that the record of local harvest, main-
tained by the Agriculture Department is always accurate.

In the field of Agriculture, the main obstacle in Mizoram is
that in our .desire 10 gain huge profits through politics, we mis-
lead the people with our empty impressive statements, and we
failed to instil in them the sense of earning a livelihood. It has
been widely alleged that NLUP +is -the pioneer of starvation and
famine, This is utterly wrong. To#day, Chhimtuipui District is
starving because the arca is not yet covered by NLUP, In fact,
all the problems affecting the different parts of our state is due
to delay sanctioning of funds by the centre, So, the central go-

vernment is largely to blame for all the shortcoming of our state,
The Shukla Commission and eothers had made the sanction in

name only, but till date, the central government is incapable of

making any decisions or releasing any funds, which adversely
affect the welfare of our community,

Thank you
SPEAKER
PU ZORAMTHANGA

Pu Zoramthanga

‘Mr, Speaker Sir, today, our Re-
solution had been widely deba-
ted, and T would like to empha-
size the original form of the

LL)
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Resolution, where we leaant that Chhimtuipui District is starving
owing to poor harvest. The Resolution greatly contradict the
record of the Agriculture Department and the statements «f the
Hon’ble Supply Mirister, Whatever it is, there is no doubt that
the said District 13 facing acute shortage of foodstuffs, According
to the usual practice of other governmeuts, No Confidence Motion
should be moved against the Minister j/c and the mover of this
Resolution. Today, three contradictory statements had bzen pre-
sented to the House, which seems to be our main subject,

As far as problem of rice supply is concerned, the only ulter-
native arrangement is to bring all the waste land under cultivation,
and with the help of fertilizers, the harvest will certainly be
improved, In matter of rice-transport and other commod. ties,
the task could be taken up by the shipping company of Chitta-
gong at a cheaper rate, the unleoading and transpoitation will
require only 2 days. So, steps should be taken up by the
government, If success is achicved in the Border Trade, many
of our present problems could be solved. Morover, delay sanction
of funds by the centre might have given us financial difficulties,
but there is nothing we can do or say consideiing the huge defi-
cit in our economy. Today, passing of any forms of resolution
will not solve our problems, The truth is that all the Districts
are close to starvation. Therefore, besides the Chhimtuipui Dis-
trict, Lunglet and Aizawl too should be declared as famine arca
as this will enable the Government to take up immediate actions,

Thank you.
SPEAKER : Pu P.C. Zoram Sanghana.

PU P.C, ZORAM SANGLIANA : Mr, Speaker Sir, thank you for
Minister allotting me time to make

statements. At the out set, 1

would like to mention that pre-
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sentation and amendment of the Resolution were carried out in
accordance with our Rules.- In fact, Rules No 283 on page 125
clearly indicates the possibility of making an amendments.

Realising the tragedy faced by his constituency, the Hon'ble
Member from Lawngtlai has. moved this Resolution, it is quite
likely that this issue should be initially discussed by the District
Council, and then put forward the same to the House for consi-
deration, '

Although the Hon’ble Minister of Supply assured that there
is sufficient supply of rice, there is lack of finance to make the
proposal. Accordingly the Hon'ble Member Pu Lal Biakzuala
propased amendment of the resolutior in order to improve the
financial condition of the people, This is highly appreciated
because the Ruling Party, leaving aside the Party’s intercsts, places
the welfare of the people above anything else. Toliy, we should
not blame one another as the natural calamities, that occurred
in the Chhimtuipui District and. others is beyond our control,
As such, the immediate necessity is to provide mears of earning
a living to our people, and this eould be done only through the
amended form of the Resolution. More declaraticn «f the said
Districts as famine-arcas will not serve any purposes, In my
opinion, instead of passing the .criginal or the amended fcrms of
the Resolution, the active involvement of the Government will
have far reaching effects in the removal of extreme poverty in
our state, So, Mr, Specker Sir, is it necessary to pass the Resc-
Iution ?

SPEAKER : Dr. LV. Hluna.

DR. J.V, HLUNA : Mr. Speaker Sir, the Hon’ble
Member Pu T. Hranghluta failed
to show up when ballot was

taken for Private Member’s Resolution. Anyway, his resoluticn
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had been presented to the House. 1In the previous Budget Session,
the Hon’ble Finance Minister courageously disclosed the actual
financial condition of our state, much to the annoyance of the
Ministry, who seemed to have the intention of sending him away
as an M,P, But fortunately, he lost the eiection and could re-
sumed his status as a Finance Minister.

Today, it is disheartening to see the Hon’ble Mcver being
betrayed by his fellow Members, 1 firmly belive and support his
Resolution. From what we have heard and seen, there is no
doubt that his constituency is on the verge of famine. But sur-
prisingly, there is no such information from the Hon’ble Ministers
of Supply and Agriculture. Therefore, T demand the Despatch
statement of rice supply in month-wise from the Hon’ble Minister.
(Speaker :— In the previous times, when local harvest failed to
meet the demand, famine was declared. So, this issue needs
careful consideration),

Whatever the case may be, even if the Agricultural Budget
is increased by the Government, self-sufficiency cannot be achieved
owing to lack of c¢lear cut policy. For instance, WRC was ini-
tiated by the P.C. Ministry, but this was abandoned by the next
Ministry. Self-sufficiency could never be achieved unless steps
are taken up by the Government. Moreover, large quantities of
decomposed Ginger, left neglected in the Godown could be uti-
lised as fertilizers by the Agriculture or Hosticulture Departments,
So, steps should be taken to achieve self-sufficiency. To.conclude,
I give my full support to the Resolution of the Hon’ble Member
Pu T. Hranghluta,

Thank you,

PU C. VULLUAIA : Mr, Speaker Sir, unlike some
Members, I found nothing great
in this Resolution. In fact, it is
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the unfortunate tragedy that gives birth to this resolution. How-
ever, the Disrrict Council, who enjoys certain independent power,
has so far remained silent in this matter. Besides, as far as amend-
ment is concerned, the same ts possible only if the targets of the
original and amended Motions: are similar, but  the objectives
widely differ in this resolution. As such, the Hon’ble Speaker
should not approve such inconsistent amendment, No atteation
is paid towards statement of Laws; and not knowing what to do,
the Hon’ble Dy. Speaker merely opened the discussion of both the
-original and the amended forms. :

SPEAKER -+ The scope of the amended form
: : -+ is much wider and it appears
"+~ 'to be more effective. Hence,

the Resolution will te considered in its amended form,

PU C. VULLUAIA : Mr. Speaker S, for improve-
-y .ment of jhum cultivation, the
-« P.C. Ministry introduced ‘Shif-
ting Cultivatios.’. Thls was approved by the nert MNF Ministry
but changed the name to ‘jhum control’. In course of time,
when the Congress Ministry: caime to power, they hesitated to
follow the footsteps of the previous Ministry and launehed a new
programme called New Land Used Policy (NLUP). At the mo-
ment, steps are being taken up "under NLUP to make Mizoram
self-sufficient in foodstuff. _I,_n_ spite:of incurring huge expenditures
under NLUP, the rate of sucgess is extremely low. 8o, if possi-
ble, Iet the entire Mizoram be. declared as famine-area. Finally,
Mr. Speaker Sir, the Ministry should wake up with a fresh mind
and start utilising the Budget in its rightful purposes.

Thank you,

SPEAKER « Pu C.L. Ruala
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PU C.L. RUALA + Mr. Speaker Sir, if we closely

Minister observe this Resolution, the ori-

ginal and the amended forms

have the same objective. In any case, we should not forget that

the diffirent areas of Mizoram do not necessarily reap the same
harvest.

As far as NLUP is concerned, its success or failure largely
depend upon the beneficiaries. Hence, NLUP does not result in
starvation. As we have seen, besides the natural calamities, cy-
clone hit various parts of Mizoram, thus disturbing normal lives and
occupation of the pcople, Therefore, this Resolution is crucial
enough for solving such problems. So, Mr. Speaker Sir, 1 suggest
that the amended form of the resolution should be passed unani-
mously by the House.

Thank you.
SPEAKER : Let us call upon the Hon’ble
' House Leader.
PU J. LALSANGZUALA : Mr. Speaker Sir, the Hon’ble
Minister Members had furnished informa-

tive stateinents on this Resolution.

During the passed 3 months, with the exception of Khawbung,

I visited all the constituencies and witnessed the tragedy brought

by cyclone and natural calamaties. As stated by the Hon’ble

Ministers, we decided that any forms of Developmenta]l Schemes

will be employment oriented in order to provide means of earning
a living to the ncedy families,

Morover, the central fund mentioned in my Budget-speech
does not necessarily come from the Shukla Commission or the
United Front’s Government, For instance, for the aforesaid Air-
port, Rs. 20 crores was alleted by the Planning Commission,
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while the 10th Finance Commission sanctioned Rs, 57 crores, and
Rs, 20,92 crores granted by the Indian Government is for Revised
Estimate, Regarding Border Area Development Programme, we
made a decision to include the Myanmar border area besides
.Bangladesh and Paklstan '

In the meelmg of the Inter State Council on 28th 1997
Rs. 68 crores was sanctnoned for Mlzoram by the Shukla Com-
missicn. Unfortunately, t the sanction failed to materia lise due to
resignation of the Ministry, Bisides the need does not arise to
officially present this Resolution as stcps are being taken up by
the Government,- Any Resolution passed by the House is given
due importance by the Government.

Another point 1 would I‘iTk':e to stress is that way back in
1965, the amount of rice taken from outside was only 30,000 qtl,
while improvement was being made, insurgency st:.rted in 1966
and since then we are unable to achieve self-sufficicncy till date.

In matter of Border Trade, certain steps were taken up under
the Border Trade Agreement with Bangladesh, but th.ngs come
to a standstill due to poor communication. In spiie of our sus-
tained efforts, success is not yet achieved in this field,

Further, owing to delay sanctioning of funds by the centre,
we are facing acute shortage of finance, When the Hon'’ble P.M.
Shri LK. Gujral visited cur state on 22nd May, he assured us
that financial assistance is on its way, but this has not yet reached
our hands till date.

Finally, I request this august House to pass the amended
form of this Resolution.

Thank you,
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SPEAKER : Now, I shall read out the
amended form of the Resolution,
which is as follows ; “Cwing

to poor harvest in the Districts of Chhimtuipui, Lunglei and

Aizawl, there is acute shortage of foodswuff in the said Districts.

So, the Government should take up active steps in order to help

and provide relief measures to the people of the said Districts”.

Those who agree to pass the Resolution will say ‘Agree’, (Mem-

bers——‘Agree’). As all the Members agreed, the resolution is passsd

unanimously by the House.

Our Session will resume on Monday at 10: 30 A.M.

Meecting Adjourned at 4:15 P.M





