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NOTIFICATION 

THE MIZORAM PUBLIC LIBRARIES ACT, 1993 
AN 
ACT 

to provide for the cst'1bllshmenl, maillicnan:-c and dc\'elopment of 
comprehcnsiH public libraries �ystel11 ill the Slate of Mizoram. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Stale of Mizoram in the 
Forty-Fourth Ye:lf of the Republic of In.iia as follows :-

Short title, I. (I) 
extent and 

.. �Ol11l1lencel11ent (2 
(3) 

Definition. 2. 

CHAPTER I 

PREll': I"! \RY 

This Act may be cllled Ihe Mizoram Public Libraries 
,'ct, 1993, 
It shall extend to [he \ ... hole of the State of M izoram . 
It shall come into force 011 such date as the Govern­

ment may, by Ilotifica!ion in the official Gazette, appoint. 
In this Act, unless the CQ,Jtext otherwise requires-

(a) aCouncil" means State Library Council ; 
(b) "Department" means the Deparlmenl or Education 

and Human Resources; 
(c) "Director" means the Director of Public Libraries 

appointed as such; 
(d) "Government" meansthe Slate Government of t-,:izoram; 
(e) "Notification" means a Notification published in the 

Mizoram Official (Jazettc: 
(f) "prC'scr bed" means prescribed by the Rules made 

under this Act: 
(g) "Public Library" means a Library which serves the 

general public, and includes State, District Sub-Di­
visional and villa.ge Librarie�; 

(h) "Rules" J'reans the Rules made under this Act; 
(i) "State" means the state of Mizl)ram 
0) "Year" means l!je financial year; 
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Constitution 3. 
of State li­
brary Coullcil. 

CHAPTeR II 

THE STATE LIBRARY COUNCIL 

There shall be constituted. by notification, 
consisting of--

the Slate Council 

(a) lhe following ex-olficlo members -

i) The M lni�tcr of Education &: Iluman Resources 
whO �ha" I:X! the thHirman; 

(iii) 
(iv) 
(v, 

(vi) 
(viiI 

(viii) 
(ix) 
(x) 

(xi) 

(xii) 

The Secretar) of Education & Human Resources 
who shall be the Secretary of the Council 

The Dirl'ctor of Art & Culture: 
The Director of School Education: 

The Director of Higher & TechnIcal Education; 
The Director of Adult Edut"ation: 
The Director, SCERT: 
The Director or Information & Public Relations 
The Station Qirector, AI R 
The Director of Public Libraries: 
The Librarian, N EHU, M izoram 
Aizawl; and 

Campus, 

The Stove Librarian. 

(b) Other members such as-

(i) T\\c members of the Mizoram L:O'!islalive Assem· 
bly to be nominated' by the Govei'nmenti 

(ii) One representative of the �liLOram Library 

�I 

Association: " 

Term of 4. 
olllce of the 
Council. 

Membership 5. 
of the Coun-
cil. 

(iii) One rerre�entative of Central YMA; 
(iv) One representative of Mizo Academy of 

Letters; and 
(v) One rt:presentntive of Mizoram Publication Board. 

The terhl of office of the menlbers of the Council shall te for 
a period of three years. 

If a member ceases to hold fhe POSlllOIl by virtue of which he 
was so nominated or elected, he shall automatically cease to be 
a member of the Council. 

VacallCY in 
the Olem· 
bet,hip of 
the council. 

6. A vacancy in the office of a nominated member of the Council 
shall be filled by l1omill�tioll and the new member shall hold 

office only for' the remaining period of term. 



Meeting of 
the Council 

, and the quo· 

rum. 

, , 
� 

.. 

• 

Duties of 
the Council. 

Constitution 
of Public 
Libraries . 

A ppointment 
of 011lcers 
and Staff. 

Conditions 
for absorp-
tion of 
existing stall'. 

Categories 
of Public 
Libraries. 
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7. (1) The Council shall meet at least twice 111 a year. 

8. 

9 . 

10. 

II. 

12. 

{2) In the absence of the Chairll1an, members present at a 
meeting shall elect chairman for that meeting from amongst 
themselves. 

(3) 

(I) 

Six illembers shall fotm a quorum. 

The Council shall advise the Government on all malters 
relating 10 Libraries arising out of the provision" of this 
A.ct and also in regartls to promotion and development 
of Library Services in the Slate. 

(2) The Council shall take suitable steps to establish and 
promote a Public l.ibrary System. 

( I )  

(2) 

CHAPTER- III 

DEPARTMEN 1- OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

011 the commencement of this Act, the Department of 
Public Libraries sh311 be constituted with a Director at its head. 

The Director shall be assisted by the Joint Director. the 
Deputy Dll"c,,:wf and other nec�ssary supporting statr. 

The appointment of O fncers and the supporting staff shall be 
made by the 'Government in accordance with the provisions 
of the rules made under this Act. 

The existing Library Stair, for the purpose or absorption shall 
have to obtain necessary qualification within a limit of time as 
may be prescribed. 

'CHAPTIOR-I V 

CATEGORIES 01: PUBLIC UBRA'IIES 

The Public Libraries ill the 
categories a::, follO\vs :-
(i) Stale Library: 

State shall be divided into four 

(ii) District Libra.ry ; 
(iii) SUb-divisional Library ; 
(IV) Village Library. 

and 

• 
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State 
Librarv. 

Functions 
of State 
Library. 

District Li­
brary. 

13. 

4 

(I) There ::.11.\11 be a Slate Library ioc<ltcd in the Capital of 
the State. 

(2) The State Library shall consist of the ft)l1owing s�ctions : ­
(i) Bureau of copy right : 
(ii) State Library for the blind : 

(iii) I nter Library Loan : 
(iv) State Bibliographical Bureau 
(v) Techn ical Services : and 
(vi) Mobik Services. 

14. The State Library shall function as Librar) <.1'. we ll as reserVOir 
of books. 

15. There sbaJl be a Di�trict Library in c\cry District headquar­
ters of the State. 

Sub---di\isional 16. 
Library. 

There shall be a Sub-divisional Library in each sub-divisiol,al 
headquarters. 

Village Libra- 17. There shall be reccgnised Village Libnlries ill such Villages as 

, 

nes. may be found and co['� I(:ered dcser\i!lg and sui table by the }' 
Government from time to 1 ime. 

CHAPTER - V 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO RECOGI\ISE VILLAGE 

LIBRARIES 

Grant-in-aid 18. 
to recogni"cd 
Village Libraries. 

The Government may sanction Gr�ult-in aid to 
Village libraries in accordanc� \\-ith the rule__ made 
Act. 

recognised 
under this • 

State Library 
Association. 

Power to 
make rules. 

CHAPTER Vt 
MISCELLANEOLS PROVISIONS 

19. (I) The C('Iullcii may recognise any one bod} as the SIJte 
Library A ssociation. the constitution of \\ hich shall be 
approved by the Council. 

(2) The Director shall consult Library Association on impor- � I 
tant matters relating to the Libraries <lIld Librarian of the 
State. 

20. (1) The Government may. by 1l00ificatiol1. n a"-e rules to carry 
out the purpose of this Act. 



, 

• 

• 
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(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of 
the foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or 

any of the following matt"s, namely-

(3) 

(a) 

(b) 

the requ isite qualifications for appointment as the 
Director, Joint Director. Deputy Director, State Li­
brarian, the District Librarillll, Sub· divi.,ional Libra­
rian and other supporting �taff ; 

the mode of payment ill rcs�ect of the financial 
assistance and the speciill grant-in-aid to the recog­
nised libraries; and 

(c) such other rules as the Government may deem it 
necessary. 

Every rule made under this Act sbaH be laid, as soon 
ag may be after it is made, before the Lcgishtlive A ssem­
bly of Mizoram while it is in sc�sjon fnr a total period 
of seven days which may be comprj'>ed in one session or 
in two successive sessions; and if, before Ih<! ex.piry of 
the session ill which it is M> bid Or the �cssion imme� 
diately following the Legi,lative A', e mbl y of Mizoram 
makes any modification in the rule or deCides that tJlo! rule 
should not be made, the rule ,hall thereaner h,ve effect 
as the case may be, so however that any such modifica� 
lion or annulment shall be without prejudice to the va lidi­
ty 0; anything previously done under that rule. 

Sd/-
(Dr. H. C. THANHRANGA) 

Secretary to the Govt. of M izoram, 
Law, Judicial & Parliamentary Affairs Deptt. 
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