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The Mizoiam Act No 6 of 1994
The Mizoram Survey & Record Operations Act, 1994,

(Received the assent of the Governor of Mizoram on the 5th April, 1994.)
4 AN
» ACT
PREAMBLE
ta provide lor the survey of lands in the State and the preparation of
- land. records thereof and for settlement of boundary disputes and for
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.
Be it enacted by the Legislatute of Mizoram in the Forty-fifth Year

of the Republic of India as follows :

CHAPTER—I

PRELIMINARY
Short title, 1. (1) This Act may be called the Mizoram Survey and Record
extent and @perations Act, 1994.
commencement
) (2) 1t shall extend to the whole of the State of Mizoram.

(3) 1t shall come into force on such dates as the Government
may, by notification in the official Gazette, appoint and
different dates may be appointed for different areas.
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Definitions

2.

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requures

(a) ‘““Chainman’™ means one that has carc a.d hold of chain.
measuring tape, instrument used to measure, l:y out, demar-
cate land or estate or field or plot in lands and includes for
identification of boundaries and all other op.raiions antecedent
operated by Surveyor;

(b) “Competent authority’” in relation (o any provision,
means any officer appointed by the State CGovernment to be
the competent authority for the purpose of th:t provision;

(c) ‘“Director” means the Director of Survex and Land Re-
cords, Mizoram and includes such ether Oiliwer as may be
empowered by Government in this behalf and the word ‘Addi-
tional Director’ shall be construed accordingl:

(d) “Government” means the State Government of Mizoram;

(e) “land” includes land covered with water or under any

forest established or constituted under any liw. customs, or
practice, agriculture or non-agricultural land, waste or arable
land and land under any cultivation or otherwise;

(f) “Local authority” means and includes Municipal Board,
Village Council, Administrative Officer and Notified Arca
Committee, or Village [’evelopment Committee, as may be

constituted by Government;

(g) “Prescribed” means prescribed by rules inade by the Go-
vernment under this Act;

(h) “registered land holder” means any person who lawfully
holds any land under Government or District ¢ ouncil;

(i) “‘registered land” means any land hold with the land
settlement certificate/pass/permit/periodic palti/t ease granted
by competent authorily;

(i) ‘‘State” means the State of Mizoram, and ihe word State
Government shall be construed accordingly;

(k) <Survey™ includes all operations incidental to the identi-
fication, determination, measurement, demarcuation and record
of any land or boundary or boundaries or any part of a boun-

dary and includes a re-survey;
(I) “Survey mark” means any mark or objecl, erected, made,

employed or specified by a Survey Officer (0 indicate or de-
termine or assist in determining the position «r level or any

point or points;
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(m) “Survey Officer” means any Officer appointed by tbe
Government as a Survey. Officer under section 3;

(n) “‘Village Assistant”” means a Government servant appoin-
ted under or employed for the purposes of this Act to each
village or group of villages for the maintenance and correction
of land records and for such other duties as the State Govern-
ment may prescribe.

(1) The State Government or such officers as may be autho-
rised by the State Government in this behalf may, by unotifi-
cation in official Gazette, appoint the following classes of
Officers, namely :-

(@) A Director for the whole of the State and as many
Addi:ional Director as may be necessary from time to time.

(b) A Survey Officer either by name or by virtue of his
office for all or any of the purpose of this Act,

(2) AIll the Survey Officers in the Survey and Land Records
Department shall be subordinate to the Director,

(3) The Director shall be in charge of all matters relating
to survey, measurement, demarcation and valuation of any land
or local arca or any boundary, assessments and settlements of
fand recvenue and the settlement of boundaries, preparation,
revision and maintenance of land records throughout the State
and shall in respect thereof exercise such powers and discharge
such duties as are conferred on him by or under this Act or
any other law for the time being in force,

(4)  Subject to the control of the Government, the Director
or authority appointed by the Government in this behalf, every
officer appointed as Survey Officer shall exercise the powers
and form the duties of a Survey Officer within such local
limits as the Government may, from time (o time, direct.

(3) The Government may, by wuotification in the Official
Gazette, delegate that the power exercisable by them under
sub-sections (3) and (4) may also be exercised by such Officer
or authority, subject to such restrictions and conditions, as
may be specified in the said notification.
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CHAPTER—II
SURVEY AND RLECORD OPERATION

Power of the 4. Subject (o the control of the Government. 1he Director or au-

state Govern- thority authorised by the Government in i behalf, may, by
ment to order notification in the Oflicial Gazette, dircct hut survey or re-
Survey or rc- survey of any land or any local area or uny boundary of any
survey land, as may be specified in the order, shall be made and every

such land or local area or of any boundary of any land shall,
from the date of the said notification, bec held 1o be under
survey and record opcrations, until the issue  of another noti- -
fication declaring such operations to be clocd therein.

Record 5. The State Government or subject to the control of the Govern-

Operation "~ ment, Director or authority authorised by i1l Covernment in
this behalf, may likewise direct, in respect of :iny land or any
local area or of any boundary of any land v hich was already
been surveyed that a4 genecral or partial revion ol the records
of such local area shall be made and theirvupon such any land
or any local area or of any boundary ol un. land shall be
held to bc under record operations until such  operations are
similarly closed.

Notification 6. (1) When any Survey or Record Operation 15 ordercd under

to be pub- section 4 or section 5, the Director or the Survey Officer shall
lished by Sur- publish a notification in the Official Gazette in the prescribed
vey Ofticers manper inviting all persons having any interest in the land or

in the boundaries of which the survey or rccord operation has
been ordered, either in person or by agent it a specified place
and time and from time to time thercafrer when called upon
for the purpose of pointing out boundarics wtsid  supplving in-
formation in connection thercwith.

(2) A notification published under sub-sccuon (1) shall be
held to be a valid notice to any person haviu: any mterest in
the land or in the boundaries of which the survey or record
operation has been ordered.

(3) Such notification as published under sul-section (1) shall
further require every person, whether a regis'zred land  hol-
der or not, having interest in the land or s the boundaries of
which the survey has been ordered, to—

(a) clear within a specified period by cuiung down or re-
moving any trees, jungle, fences, standing crops or other
materials obstractions, the boundaries or other hnes, the
clearance of which may be necessary for the purpose ol the
survey;
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(b) provide labour at such times for such periods as may,
from time to time, be required by furnishing flag-holders and
Chainman; and

(¢) provide suitable survey marks and otherwise to give such
assistance in the survey as may be deminded under this Act
or the rules made thereunder.

(4) If any person fails to comply with any requisition ol a
Director or a Survey Officer made under clauses (a), (b) or
() of sub-section (3). the Direcior or the Survey Officer
may himself employ hired labour and Chainman of such
number for the purpose of survey as he considers nccessary.

(5) The cost of the labour and Chainman employed and of
the Survey marks used in such cases shall be determined and
apportioned in the prescribed manner among the persons who
have any interest in the land or in the boundaries of which
the survey has been ordered, and shall be rccoverable from
such persons and apportionment shall be piven in thc pres-
cribed manner to the person atoresaid.

Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-scctions (3), (4) and
(5) of scction 6, whcnever it may appear to the Government
to be desirable that the cost of all or any of the operations
prescribed in clauses (a), (b) and (¢) of sub-section (3) of the
section 6 shall be defraved in the first instance by the Govera-
ment, it may issue a notification that such cost shall be de-
frayed in the Ffirst instance by the Government.

Every Survey Ofticer shall be bound to carry out the survey
and record operation in the sanier prescribed.

For the purpose of any survey, inquiry or other proceedings
under this Act, any Survey Officer and any person acting under

" the orders  of a Survey Oflicer shall have power to enter upon

and survey, examine and measure any {and and erect marks
thereon and demarcate the boundaries or their lines thereof
and do all other acts necessary for the proper performance
of that duty.

(1) The Survey Officer shall have power to delermine and
record as undisputed and boundary in resnect of which no dis-
putc is brought to his mnoticc.
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(2) Notice of every decision of the Surev Olbcer under sub®
section (1) shall be given in the prescribed  manner to the

registered land holders, the boundaries o which may be af-
fecled by the decision.

(1) Where a boundary is disputed, the Survey Officer shall
necessary, deter-
mine the bourddry and record it in  ccordance with his
decision with reasons in writing for arriving at that decision.

(2) Notice of every decision of the Survey Otflicer under subs:
section (1) shall be given in the prescrib.. 1 manner to the pdl:'-\
ties to the dispute and other registered land holders, the boun-
daries of which may be affected by the decision.

(1) The Survey Officer shall, in accordunce with rules made
by the State Government in that behall, prepare or cause to
be prepared maps, field books and such registers and other
documents as may be prescribed of all lands or for each village
or portion of a village or part of any local areas which are to
be, or have been surveycd and demarcated under this Act,

(2) If at the time of survey, the boundaiv of any land (>‘
ficld be undisputed, and 1ts correctness be afiirmed by any vilS
lage authority then present, it may be dctined and demarcated
as pointed out by the owner, holder, occupmer or person agent
of the land holder.

(3) In case of dispute regarding boundaiv. ownership, posse:
sion or other rights in respect of apy land (he nature of the
dispute and the names of the parties theicol sball be  entered
in the relevant registers and other refevant documents.

In respect of every local area under Survey and Record Ope-
rations or cnly under record operation, the Survey Officer shall
franse lor each village or portion of a villuge comprised there-
in a record— of—vn(rhls or standing recerd.

the record-of-rights shall be prepared in ~uch manner as inay
be prescribed by the State Governmen( .ind shall consist of
the following, namely :—

[

(a) A statement showing, so far as may be applicable;
(b) The nam=s and address of the rcgisteied land holders to-

gether with survey numbers of ficld or plol hold by them and
their location, areas aod classification ol lund;
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(¢) The names of persons who are co-shares, mortgagees,
tenants or assignees of the rent or revenue thereto:

{d) The nature and extent of the interests of those persons,
and the conditions and liabilities attaching thercto;

(¢) The land revenue, taxes, rent, rates, cesses or other pay-
ments due from and to each of those persons and to the
Government;

(f) A map of the Village or area;
(g) -\ boundary description of parcel of the land; and

(h) Such ether records or registers as may be prescribed by
the State Government.

(1) All undisputed entries in the record of rights shall be
attested by the parties interested and all disputes regarding
such entries whether taken up by the Survey Officer of his
own motion or-upon application by any party interested, shall
be disposed of by bLim in accordance willi the procedure
prescribed under this Act.

(2) No order as to possession passed under this section shall
debar any person from establishing his right to the property
in any civil or revenue court having jurisdiction.

(1) When the survey and record operation or the record ope-
rations, as the case may be, have been completed, the Survey
Officer shall notify the fact in the Official Gazette and a
copy of such notification. shall be pasted in the village
office il any, of the Village to which the survey relate.

(2) When all objections have been considered and disposec
of in accordance with the rules made in this behalf, the maps,
records and other registers and document so prepared shall
be presumed (o be corrected.

(1) Every registered land holdzr shall be supplied by the
competent authority with a patta pass book containing a copy
of the record-of-rights pertaining o such land.

(2) ‘The patta pass book shall also contain information rega:-
ding the payment of land revenue in respect of the land held
and other State Government dues of the holder or, as the
case may be, land and the areas of crop sownin it as shown
in the village records, and such other particulars as may be
prescribed.
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(3) The patta pass book shall be prepared, issued and main-
tained in accordance with the rule made by the State Govern-
ment in that behalf, such rules may provide ior [lees to be
charged [or preparing, issuing and maintaining the book.

(1) Any person whose rights and interest of liabilities are
required to have been entered in any record or register under
this Act or any other Act which is operated b. the Revenue
Department shall be bound, on the requisition of any officer
engaged in compiling or registering the record or register, to
furnish or produce for his inspection within thiriv days from
the date of such requisition, ali such infermation or documents
needed for the correct compilation or revision thereof, as may
be within his knowledge or in his possession or power.

(2) An oflicer to whom any information is f{urnished or
hefore whom any documents is produced in  accordiance with
a requisition under sub-section (1) shall at once give a written
acknowledgement thereof to the person furnishing or producing
the same or may return the same immediately (ter keeping a
copy of it, if necessary, and shall endorse on any such
documents a note under his signature stating the fact of its
produicing and the date thereof.

(3) Any person who [(ails to lfurnish informaton or produce
the documents required by sub-section (1) within the period
specificd in the said sub-section shall be liable to pay a
penalty not exceeding one thousand rupees, as mav be fixed by
the competent authority and the amount payeble as penalty
shatl be receverable as an arrear of land revenue :

Provided that no penalty shall be imposed under this sub-
section without giving to the person concerned o reasonahle
opportunity to be heard.

It shall be lawful for any officer authorfsed in this behalt (o
specify or cause to be constructed. laid out, maintained or
repaired, boundary marks of villages or surves numbers or
sub-divisions or Survey Stations and to assess a!! churges in-
curred thereby and an interest on any land which has been
surveyed under this Act.

(1) Every registered land holder shall be responsible for the
maintenance and good repair of the boundary marks of his
holding and for any changes rcasonably incurrcd on account
of the same by the Survey Officer or such othe; authority as
may be prescribed, if such marks are injiied  destroyed,
altered, removed or disrepaired.
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(2) Tt shall be the duty of the village council to prevent the
destruction or unauthorised alteration of the village boundary
marks.

Any person wilfully erasing, removing or damaging or altering
a boundary marks shall, on conviction, be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year or
with fine not exceeding one thousand rupees or with both.

The holder of any land or premises or any person who have
interested in the land which has been surveyed under this
Act shall be liable to pay to the Officer or aathority incharge
of the survey a survey fee at such rate and in such manner
within such time and to such extent as the State Government
may prescribe. Any Survey fee not so paid shall be  recove-
rable as an arrear of land revenue.

There shall be maintained for every village a register ol muta-
tioa in such form as may be prescribed.

(1) Any perstn acquiring by succession, survivorship, inheri-
tance, partition, purchase, exchange, mortgage, gilt, lease or
otherwise, any right in land, shall reportin writing his* ac-
quisition of such right to the competent authority within
three months from the date of such acquisition, and the said
oflicer shall at once give a written acknowledgemenr of the
receipt of the report of the pérson making it:

Provided that where the person acquiring the right is a
minor or otherwise disqualified, his guardian or other person
having charge of his property shall make the report to the
competent authority. ]

(1) There shall be maintained for every village a reg-iél-:r“'of
disputed cases in such form as may be prescribed.

(2) The competent authority shall enter the particulars of
objections in the register of disputed cases and shall at once
give a written acknowledgement in the prescribed form for the
objection to the person making it.

(3) No disputed cases shall be admitted and enter in the
register of disputed case without payment of process fee as
may, [rom time to time, be prescribed by the State Govern-
ment.

(1) Al maps, registers and other documents connected with
the survey approved by the State Govcrament shall be depo-
sited in the Office of the Officer or authority in charge of the
Survey. -
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registers, and other dJdocuments shall be

(2) Al such maps,
authority as in suh-section (I)

maintained by such Officer or
in the prescribed manner.

(3) Such Officer or authority as in suh-section (1) shall cause
maps and the records to be revised or coirccted therein all
changes that may take place any transaction that may affect
any of the rights or interests recorded, in the prescribed man-
ner and at prescribed intervals, by such oflicer as n:ael be
appointed in this behalf by or with the approval of the State

Government.

(4) The Officer appointed under sub-section (3) for the pur-
pose of revising any map or correcting eniiics in any register
or other documents shall exercise such jower as may be

prescribed.

(1) All maps, registers and other documinis referred to in
sub-section (1) of section 26 shall be opene! (v public inspec-
tion in such manner, within such hours :unu such places,
subject to such conditions and on paymeunt of such fees ds

the State Government may prescribe.

(2) Certified copies of, or extracts of sucl maps, registeis,
and documeants as in sub-section (1) shall be  ranted on pay-
ment of such copying fees and in such munncr as the State

Government may prescribe.

(1) The State Government or the authority anthorised by
the Government may, by notification statins reasons, cancel
the Patta Pass Book for any of the following 2rounds namely;—

(@) If, at any time, the State Government i satisfied that
the Officer or authorify is not competent to perform or inakes
default in the performances of the duties imposed on it by
or under this Act or any other law for the (taic being in force

or exceeds or abuses its pewer; or

(by If a decree or order is passed by a competent court or
authority with respect to offences relating 10 deeds or docu-
ments or forgery or making a false document: or

(c) If a decree or order is passed by a competent court in a
suit or other proceedings with respect (¢ the holding for
which a Patta Pass Book was granted show: that the holder
was not entitled to the Patta Pass Book; or
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(d) If the Patta Pass Book was obtained by means of an
untrue allegation of a fact essential in point of law to justify
that grant thereof, though such allegation was made in
ignorance or inadvertently; or

(e) If the Patta Pass Book was obtained by making of a
false suggestion or statement, or by the concealment from the
Survey Officer or authority of something materials to the
case; Or

(f) 1f there was non-payment of laud revenue, taxes, rent,
cess and rates legally assessed or Imposed in respect to the
land; or

(g) If the land has been used for any other purpose. than
original purpose for which the land was alloted without the
written permission of the State Government or the competent

authority; or

(h) If the land have been acquired by the Government for
public purpose in accordiance to the provisions of any law
in force for the time being relating to acquisition of the land; or

(ig If there was violation of any of the terms and conditions
of any engagement into which the registered land holder have
been entered with the State Government.

(2) No Patta Pass Book shall be cancelled unless the Patta
Pass Book holder or person interest therein has been given
reasonable opportunity of showing cause against the cancel-

lation.

(3) Where the Patta Pass Book is cancelled under sub-section
(1) the person who deposited the amount for that Patta Pass
Book shull be entitled to its refund.

CHAPTER-—I11
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISION

The State Government may, by notification, direct that all
or any of the provisions of this Act shall not apply to such
areas, land or classes of lands as'may be specified in the

notification.

Except as provided in this Act, any cost, fines, expenses or
any amount which is payable under this Act or the rules made
thercunder may be recovered as arrear of land revenue,
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The Director or the Survey Officers shall, for the purposes of
survey, demarcation of houndaries. enguiry i disposal of ob-
jections and preparations of records under this Act, have the
power of a Civii Court under the Code ©! ¢livil procedure,
1908 (Act 5 of 1908) in respect of the following  malters,

namely —
(a) Summoning the attendance of any person.
(b) Requinng the production of apy decwreenis; and

(¢) Examining any person on oath,

No suit, prosecution or ottwer legal proceedimg shall lie against
any official of the Government lor anything waich is in good
faith done or purporting to be done under the provisions of
this Act or the rules made thereunder.

(Y) The Government may, alter previous pulilication on  the
Gaczette, make rules to carry out the purposey of this Act

(2) In particular and without prejudice w0 the generality of
the fore-going power, stch ruics may,~—

(a) prescribe for different localitics the i of survey, the
sub-divistons thereof and the description of <urvey marks and
provide for the maintenance, repair and renewal of such marks;

(b) provide for the collection and record o any information
in respect ol any land which has been or v about to be

surveyed;

(c) definc the classes of officers to be appointed to do duty
under this Act and the powers (0 Dbe evercised by such

officers;

(d) prescribe and regulate the procedure to be followed hy
those officers in the conduct of proceedings under this Act;

{e) provide for the publication of all notiticaiions issued un-
der tiris Act and for the form, issue ond service ol all orders;
communications and notices to be issued, communicated, given
or served under this Act;

(f) regulate the furnishing of survey marks, Liboui and other
matters necessary to survey notified under this Act and the re-
covery of charges incidental thereto wherc they are recoverable;
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(g) provide for the apportionment of all charges directed ‘to
be apportioned by this Act and lor the determination of the
cost of labour and the chainman employed and of the sutveyed
marks m any survey;

() regulate the construction, laying out, mamtenance and
repair of boundary marks;

(i) prescribe the record, field books, registers accounts, maps
and plans, to be maintained for the purpose of this  Act and
the manner and forms in which they shall be prepared and
maintained;

() regulate the preparation, maintenance and revision of the
record of rights and the registers of mwutation and disputed
cases and prescribing the forms in which they are to be pre-
pared and the olficers by whom the said records and registers
are t0 be maintained, tested and revised;

(k) prescribe the procedure for preparation, maintenance and
issue O Patta Pass Book and the fee, if any, pavable for its
preparation, issue and maintenance, and matter relating thereto;

(1) prescribe the procedure and manner of coilection and
recovery of any fincs, cosls, cxpenses and other dues;

(m) prescribe  the fees payable for survey or process and
certified copies granted under this Act;

(n) provide for the officers who should hear and decide
disputes regarding rights in or over any property claimed or
against the Government and the procedurc to be followed by
them,;

(0) provide for the hearing and disposal of objections to any
entry or permission in the record of rights and (he registers
of mutation;

(p) provide for the correciion of bonafide crrors and mistake
in the records, registers and maps prepared under this Act;

(q) provide for the maiatenance of maps and records and
up-dating of land records,

(r) provide for the form of summons and other processes,
notices, orders and the proclamations (o be issued or made by
Director or Survey Officer or any Revenue Officers and the
mianner of their services;
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(s) Any other matter thatis to be or may be prescribed
= under this Act.

(3 Lvery rule made uuder this Act shall be ikl as soon as
may be after it is mad: before the Legistative Y-sembly while
it is in session for a total period of seven days wvhich may be
comprised in one session- or in two successive swssion, and if
before the expiry of the session in which it iv faid or the
successive session aforesaid, the Legislative Assenibly agree in
making any modification in the rule or the Fouse agree that
rule should not be made, the rule shall thereaftcr have eff'ect
only in such modified form or be of no cflect, as the case
may be; so, however, that any such modilication or annul-
ment shall be without prejudice to the validit* ef anything
previously done under the rute.

Pr H. C. THANHRANGA,
Secrctary to the Govt. of Mizor.m,
Law, Judiciial & Pacliamentary Aftaics tdepartment.

CERTIFICATE

This Bill was passed by the MNizoram Legislative  Assenibly on the 17th
March, 1994.

Aizawl VAIVENG \,
The.w...... 1994, Spealker,

Mizoram Leoisdative Assembly.

ANIZORAM LEGISILATIVE ASSEMBLY
Legislative  Assembly Bill No. 4 of 1994,

A
BILL

to provide for the Survey of lands in the State and the preparation of land

recoids thercot and for settlement of boundary disputes and (or “iters connected
therewith or iacidental thereto,

[PU P.C. BAWITLUANGA
MINISTER FOR REVENUE]

fAs passed by the Legislative Assembly on 17th March, 1994]
H.L.. { ITUNGA,

© Scoietary,
Micoram Legislaive Asscmbly.
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Completion of Survev and record operations to be notified.
Patta Pass Book.

Obligation to furnish information.
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Construction and repair of boundary marks.
Responsibilities for maintaining boundary marks.
Penalty for removing bound:iny marks.

Survey fees,

Register for mutations.

Acquisittons of right to be reported.

Register 'of disputed c.ses.

Nlaintenance of maps and records

Inspection and grant of copies of extracts from 1naps, registers and

other documents.

Cancellation ef Patta Pass Book.

CHAPTER—I1I
MISCELLANTOUS
PROVISION

Power 10 exempt from operation of the Act.

Collection and recovery of amount duc under the Aci .ind Rules,

Oflicers to have the power of a Civil Court in certain matters,

Immunity for acts done or purporting to be done in

Power to-make rules.

Published & Issued by the Controller, Printing & Stationery,
Printed at the Mizoram Govt. Press, Aizuwl—1,000.

oot faith,

Mizoram



