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Rolur. Sailo, 
Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of Mizoram. 

Law. Judicial & Parliamentary Affairs Department. 

MINISTRY OF LAW, J:JSTICE AND COMPANY AFFAIRS 

(Legislative Department) 

New Delhi, the 29th September, 1994/Asvina 7. 1916 (Saka) 

THE CABLE TELEVISION NETWORKS (REGULATION) ORDINANCE, 1994 

No.9 of 1994 

Promulgated by the President in ,the Forty-fifth Yoar of the Republic of India. 

... An Ordinance to provide for the regulation of the operation of cable televi­
sion networks in the country and for matters connected therewith or incidental 
thereto. 

WHEREAS the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Bill. 1993 was intro­
duced in the Rajy. Sabha and the said Bill is pending in that House; 
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AND WHEREAS Parliament is not in srssion and 
the President is satisfied that circumtances exist which 
render it necessary for hild to take immediate action: 

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers 
conferrl!d by clau:;e (1) of article 113 of the Coo"tiluu.m, 
the President is pleased to promulgate the foJlo\\Jng 
Ordinance :-

CHAPTER I 

PRELIMINARY 

Short title, I. (I) This Ordinance may be called the Cable Televi­
extent and sion Networks (Regulation) Ordiuance, 1994. 
comencement. 

(2) [t extends 10 the whole of India 

(3) It shaH come into force at once. 

Definitions. 2. 10 this ordinance, unless the context othu\'rise 
requires.-

(a) "cable operator" means any person \\ho 
provides cable service thrcugh a cable televisiol. ne1\\ork 
or otherwise controls or is respcIlsible fbr the nunage­
menl and operation of a cable televisicn nct\\ork; 

(b) "cable service" means the transmissioJI by 
cables of programmes including re-transmission tby 
cables of any broadcast television signals); 

r 

(c) "cable teh:vision network" means any syslem i consisting of a set of closed transmission paths and 
associated signal generation, control and distribuLlon 
equipment, designed to provide cable service for 
reception by multiple subscribers; 

(d) "company" means a company as defined 
m section 3 of the Companies Act, 1956; I of 1956 

(e) "person" rneans-

(i) an individual who is a citizen 

(ii) an association of individuals 
viduals, whether incorporated or not, 
are citizens of India; 

of India; 

or bod)' of indi­
whose members 

(iii) a compan) in which not less tban fifty-one per 
cent or the paid-up share capital is held by the 
citizens of India; 

(f) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made 
under tbis Ordinance; 
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(g) "programme" means any television broadcast and includes­

(i) exhibition of film�J features� dramas, advertisements and serials 
through video cassette recorders or video cassette players: 

(ii) any audio or visual or audio-visual Jive per­
formance or presentation, 

and the expression "programming service" shall be 
construed accordingly: 

(h) "registering authority" means such authority as 
the Central Government may. by notification in the 
Official Gazette, specify to perform the functions of the 
registering authority under tliis Ordinance; 

(i) "subscriber" means a person who receives tbe 
signals of cable television network at a place indicated 
by him to the cable operator, without further tr:msmit­
ting it to any other person. 

CHAPTER II 

REGULATION OF CABLE TELEVISION NETWORK 

3. No person shall operate a cable teievision net· 
work unless he is  registered as a cable operator under 
this Ordinance: 

Provided that a person operating a cable television 
network, immediately before the commencement of this 
Ordinance, may contin ue to do so for a period of nine· 
ty days from such commencement; and if he has made 
an application for registration as a cable operator under 
section 4 within the said period, till he is registered under 
that section or the registering authority refuses to grant 
registration to him under that section. 

4. (I) Any person who is operating or is  desirous of 
operating a cable television network may apply for regis· 
tration as cable operator to the registering authority. 

(2) An application under sub-section (I) shall be 
made in such form and be accompanied by such fee as 
may b, prescribed. 

(3) On receipt of the application, the registering 
authority shall satisfy itself that the applicant has furnis­
hed all the required information and on being so satisfied, 
register the applicant as a cable operator and grant to 
him a ,certificate of luch registration: 

Cable tele­
vision n.t· 
work not 
to be oper­
ated except 
after regis· 
tration. 

Registrae 
tion as ca· 
bl. opera­
tor. 
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Use of 
standard 
equipment 
in cable 
television 
network. 
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Provided that the registering authority may, for r 

reasons to be recorded in writing and communicated to 
the applicant, refuse to grant registration to him if it is 
satisfied that he does not fulfil the condition specified 
in clause <e) of section 2. 

5. No person shall transmit or re·transmit throU2h Program­
a cablo service any programme unless such programme me code. 
is in conformity with the prescribed programme code: 

Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to 
the programmes of foreign satellite channels which can 
be received without the use of any specialised gadgets 
or decoder. 

6. No person shall trasmit or re·transmit through Advertise­
a cable service any advertisement unless such advenise- ment code. 
ment is in conformity with the prescribed advertisen�ent 
code: 

Provided that nothing in this section shc:JI apply to 
the programmes of foreign satellite channels which can 
be received without the use of any specialised gadgets 
or decoder. 

7. Every cable operator shall maintain a regiqn in 
the prescribed form indicating therein in brief the prog­
rammes transmitted or re-transmitted through tbe c .. ble 
service during a month and such regi:,ter shall be maIn­
tained by the cable operator for a period of one year 
after the actual transmission or re-transmission of the 
said programmes. 

8. (l) Every cable operator using a dish anto!nna 
or Television Rtc.iver only sball, from tl,c commence­
ment of this Ordinance, re-transmit at least two Door­
darshan satellite channels of his choice through the cable 
service. 

(2) The Doordarshan channels referred to in sub· 
section (1) shall be re-transmitted without any delelion 
or alteration of any programme transmitted on such 
channels. 

9. No cable operator shall, on and from the date 
of the expiry of a period of three years from the date 
of the establishment and publication of the Indian Stan-

Mainte· 
nance of 
registar. 

Compulso· 
ry transmi­
ssion of 
two Door­
darshan 
satellite 
channels. 

dard by the Bureau of Indian Standards in accordnnce 63 of 1986. 
with the provisions of the Bureau of Indian Standards 
Act, 1986. use any equipment in his cabJe televislon 

i 

; . 
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network unless such equipment conforms to the said In­
dian Standard. 

10. Every cabl� opemtor sh111 ells If th it the cab\{­
television network being orerated by him do�s n H tn­
terfere, in aoy way. \\ ith the [unctior:ing 01 he .tuth)­
rised telccommunic2tlon :-ySlems. 

with any te· 
lecommuni· 
cation system. 

CHAPTER III 

SEIZURE AND CONFISCATION O�· I RTAIN [QUr,M�NT 

Power to 
seize equip­
ment used 
for opera­
ting the 
cable televi­
sion Dct­
work. 

Confisca-
1 tion. 

Seizure Or 
confiscation 
of equip­
ment not to 
interfere 
with otber 
punishment. 

Giving of 
opportunity 
to the cable 
operator of 

II. (1) If any officer, not be1'.)w tile rank of a 
Gr oup fA' o!1icer of the Central (iov· rnn�e.lt aU11'('tri�cd 
in this behalf by the overnrncnt (rtreinafter ref-rred to 
as the authorised officer), has leason to believe that the 
provisions of section 3 have been 0r fHe beinl!. cnntra­
vened by any cable operator, he rna, ',eize the equipme nt 
being used by such cable o�eratQr for operatin!! the cable 
television net work. 

(2) No such equiplrent sh .. I �e retained by t e 
authorised officer for a period exceeding: ten d:lY� frem 
the da te of its st=izure unless the approval of the Dj·lnct 
Judge, within the loelll Limits of whose jLirisdiction su h 
seizure has been made, has be�n ortained for su,'h 
retention. 

12. The equipment seized under sl1b-se.:tion (1) of 
section 11 shall be liable to confisrati0"' unles" 1he carle 
operator from wbom the equipment has been :O;�i 'ed re­
gisters himself as a cable o p�rato� un ler s:!ction 4 with 1 

a period of thirty days from the da te of seizure of the 
said equipment. 

lJ. No seizure or confiscation (,f equi pment cfeered 
to in section II or section 12 "hall 1 .;:\ent the inftictill" 
of any punishm 'nt to which the per ... on affected lIlere1lY 
is liabl:: under the provisions of thi.; Ordinan.:\!. 

14, (1) No order adjudi-;atin.!Z c"'nfl<::catio:l of the 
equipment referred to in secti' 'n 12 -h[lll he nnd unle:;s 
the cable operator has be",n giwn 2 notic: in wfltill�, 
informing him of the grounds on Hl1ich it is pro�osL'd 
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seized 
equipment . 
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to c('nfL,cR t: stlch cq !:p nent and g]\'JUg him a reasona­

ble 0PP,,); tuniiY ur Lj,aking a rl!prescntation ill writiilg, 
within :;1)':11 re,t'3ollabJe time as may be specified in the 
notice against the (onfisC3rion and if he so desires of 
h�ing heard in the matter: 

Pcovidel•1 that ",here no such notice is given within 
a pNioJ of ten days from the date of the seizure of the 
eq;!ipment, such equipment shall be returned after the 
� \." iry of th,H paiod to tne cable operator from whose 
po�st:,si�!1 it \\ as seized. 

5 of 19,)8. _') Sa\'e as otherwise provid�d in sub-section (I), 
the l"'lovisions ('If the Code of Civil Procedure, 1903 
shall, so h�r as may be. apply to every proceeding refe­
rred to ;0 sub stetion (1). 

15. 1) Any per�on aggrieved by any decision of 
the court adjudl<:Hti:1g a confiscat ion of the equipment 
may ;lfeit:r an app..::al to the court to which an appeal 
lies Lorn the decJsion of such Court. 

(2) The :t.ppeJlate COUlt may, after giving the apcllant 
an o;")pOftl.IO'ty ,)f b,.:-ing heard. pass such order as it 
thinks fit cO!lfirn illt!. ITII)difying or revising the decision 
a r,�·t1ed aguinst or m<ly send b}ck the case witb sucn 
direclll'lns a::, it !tlay think fit for a fresh decision or 
adjudication, :15 tht CJse may bt::. Hfter taking additional 
ev;dem:e if necess�ry, 

\3) r,C) further arpeat shall lie a gainst the order 
(f the cpurt mode u 'l d er sub-section (2). 

CH \PER IV 

OFFENCES A:-iD PENALTIES 

Appeal. 

10. WLoever COlllra\enes any of the provisions 
Ordillilnc > �t:(111 be pUllisbablre,-

0f Punishment 
this 

(a) for the first offence, with imprisonment 
for (! tern \\hkh may extL'l1d to twCl years or with fine 
whic:l may extend to one thouSlnd rupee or with both: 

for con,tra­
vention of 
the provi­

sions of this 
Ordinance. 

(0) for e\'ery sucsequ("nt offence. wirh impri- Offences­
SO!1l1l� •• : f. r a t;:rm which may extend to five years by COm­
and \" ith : int: w ierl nlay extend to five thousand rupees. panies. 

f 

•• 
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17. (I) Where an offence under this Ordinance 
has been committed by a company, every person , .. ho, 
at the time the offence \\ as committed, was in-charge of 
and was responsible to, the company, for the conduct 
of the business of the company, as \\ell as the comra­
ny, sball be doerr,ed to be guilty or the "frence and 
shall be liable to be proceeded arainsl and punished 
accordingly : 

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-"ection 
shall render any such perS01l liable to any punish,r.enl, 
if he proves that the off<.!nce was committed wit':out 
his knowledge or that he had ... xerciscd all due ddigence 
to preyent the commission of such off�nc:e. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub­
section (1 �J where any offellcC! under thiS Ordinance 
has been committed by a com�any and it is proved 
that the offence has been committed by a c)m pany and 
it is proved that the offence has been committed with 
the consent or connivance of; or is attributablt to any 
negligence on the part of, any director, lI,aflager, sec­
retary or other officer of tht! company, such director, 
manager, secretary or otller officer shall ;llso be dec cd 
to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable 10 be 
proceeded against and punished accordingly or other 
ass ocia tion of indivIduals; and 

Explanation - For tbe purposes of this seclion.-

(a) "company" Jl:eali5 any body corporate and 
includes a firm or other association of individuals: 
and 

(b) "director" in relation to a firm, means a 
partner in the firm. 

18. No court shall take c:1gnizance of any offence 
punishable under this Ordinance except upon a complaint 
in writing made by such officer, not below tbe rank 
of a Group 'A' officer of the Central Government, as 
the State Government may, by notification in the ofricial 
Gazette, specify in this behalf. 

CAPTER V 

MISCELLANEOUS 

19. Where an officer, not below the rank of a 
Group 'A' officer of the Central Gnvernment authorrsed 
by tbe State Government in tbis behalf thinks it 

Ex-217/94 
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of certain 
program­
mes in pub· 
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Power to 
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operation 
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J1t:ces�ary or Lxpedicllt Si) to <.:0 11 the publ ic interesl, h..: 
Ill.,). by Nucr, prolll t'-:t .,n\ � .t1ie operator from trans­

nlltlin� ft;'-'r�tn>l1Iitlj:�! <.Lq� P;->f icular programme if it is 

likely �o pr.-mOll' 0 rr· l!roU:- of religion, race, plact! of 
birth, resi<..' lTC, hnguag", C,;\tc or community or any 
other � [in n Wh .. l:\oev.:' di<.;harmonv or feelings of 
elllTIily. hatf, d or ill·\. jn b. ween diffl!rent religiolls, 
raciaL 1:11 �uiq,c 01" regional groups or ca'ites or COm llll­
nities or \Vhi�ll is r-': luJlci,iI to the rnaintena nc1.! of 
bannC1Jl)' i.:;t."'t\\een diffe"rent 1t'ligi 'lls, racial, bngunge or 
ret,ional g.roup:, or castes or conln'unilies and \\bicll 

dl�turbs or IS likely to dlStlllb the public tranquillity. 

20. Where the Central Gc'vern,nent thinks it ne.::e-
5S;;:'f)' or eXt-t:dient �o to do in the public interest, It 

may prohl� it the t pelation of allY cable television lJet­
work in such areas as it may, by notification in the 
Official Gazette, 5pecif� in thi... behalf. 

21. The pli'vi .... \UI1S oj tllis Ordinance shall be in 23 of 1940 
uddltion t<" 3Ld .01 in derogati\l!1 of, the Dr ugs ullU 8 of 1948 
Cosmo ti..:!> A�t, 194',. the Pharmacy Act, 1948, the 12 of 1950 
Et11blelils and ,'am.::, t.'revcnt!On of Improper Use) 26 of 1950 
,\Cl, 1951, tbe Drugs (Control) Act, 1950, the Cine.!,a- 37 of 1952 
wgraph I ct, 195:, 1 ,t: Dn:t:� and Magic Remedies 21 of 1954 
(Objectio!l<ibl: Adv.!1 tlsen eots) Act, 1 y54, the Prevenlion 37 of 1954 
of Food Adulteration Act, 1'754. the Prize Competitions 42 of 1955 
ACI" 1,55, lile Copyri"ht '\ct, 1)57, th, Trade and Mer- 14 of 1957 
\,;hanJh.e Marks Act . 19�8, the lndi!cent Representation 43 of 1958 
(f ,\\'orneu (Prolubillotll '\ct, 1986 and the Consumer 60 of 1986 
Ptotection "ct, 1,8;, 68 of 1986 

22, (. )  Ti.e ((,'1tral Government may, b)' Ih)[ifl­
catioJ! iu the Olficia G<.lZel.e} Inake rules may proVl­
�ions of this Ordinance, 

(2) I I particular, and wl'hout prl!,judiee to Ihe ge­
nerality of the foregoing power such rules may provide 
for all or any of the following matters, namely : -

(aJ 

(b) 

the for' of application and tbe fee paya 
ble U!:d..:r Sub-Section (2) of section 4; 

the pI ugramme code under section 5: 

tl:e advt:t tiSI!Il1CIlt cod..: undtr section 6; 

... 

I 

• 
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(d) the form of register to be maintained by a 
cable operator under section 7; 

(e) <lny other matter which is required to be, 
or may be prescribed. 

(3) Every rule made under tbis Ordinance shall be 
laid, as soon as may be after it is made, before each 
House of Parliament. while it is in sessil'n, for a total 
period of thirty days which may be comprised in one 
session or in two or more successive sessions; and if, 
before the expiry of the session immediately following 
the session or the successive sessions aforesaid, bOl h 
Houses agree in making any modification in the rule or 
both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, 
the rule shall thereafler have effect only in such modified 
form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so, how­
ever, th�t any such modification or annulment shall be 
without pre,ludice to the validity of anything previously 
done under that rule. 

SHANKER DAYAL SHARMA, 
President. 

A.C.C. UNNI, 
Additional Secy. to the Govl. of India. 

Yubll�t..;.d & 1.��ut,1 \':y th! COnlfv!icr, t't'm::J'f :.;: �Ulucoer)', Mtr.onl.lT'l 
Prioted at the Mizoram Govt. Press, Aiza ... l- 800 


