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N0T1FICA nON 

THE FAMILY COURTS (GAUHATf 'HIGH COURT) RULES. 

No. HC. VII-5/85/26563/A. the 12th October, 1989. In exercise of the powers 
cMferredby S .. lion 21, of the Family Courts Act, 1984, the High Court is 
pleased to make the fol1owing Ruk .. namely :-

Short t itle, 
• commence .. 

ment IlDII; 

I. (I) These R ol"s mao/ be .,lIIted, in The Family Courts (G.itJ�ati 
High Court) Rulas, 1989, 

• 

'" application. (2) These Rules shall come into force with' <ffet'! from the date 
of publication in the Official Gazelte. 

• 

, , ' ; 

(3) These Rules> shall awlt to tM F .. milyCOlitt� estahtis�ed in 
the States of Assam, Nagalalld, Meghlilaya, MaUJpur, Tnpura, 
Mizoram & Arunachal Pradesh, 

Definition 2. In these Rules, unl_ the cootelOt otileFl'Iioe requires -
. , 
(a) "AcI" means the' Family COUl'ts Act, 19lM; 

(b) "Court" means the Family Courts established under Section 3 
of Ibe Act; 

(c) "High Coun" mean .. the G''IIliatidligh' GouFf; 

Id) "In.IiMion!' � "IIY.' �j..., or Org�JI!oa�ion eJl.$8&ed 
ID SO¢I8� .....,..r."".t "'!"'tln'ild llOdet tIIeSOcifities RegJstra • 

tion .' 1861t; 
. , .-

(e) All other words and expressions used but not �efinetl ,jn the 
I act,"",08'theli'adul» CoOffil,'Rlde .. of the resptttitl6"S\!Mt''Gb­

...,r __ u ..... f.';iuri.dlicIWn:"f·G""�'·High Court or in 
,tIIa,�oQf,Clvil, �rel:191J8!, .. r,i,.�Il!eClKle of Criminal 

Procedure, 1"-', ..... 1Ia'f\! 1flIr .... linillgs ,*�ly assigned \0 
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them in the Act and the Rules or, a'-, the case may be, in the 
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 Or In the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1973. 

Working 
hours 

3. (1) The normal working hours of the Comt shall be from 10:30 
A.M. to 4.00 P.M. "ith a recess l:re,lk from 1.00 P.M. • • 

(2) The Judge may, for expedience. hold proceedings of the COtlrt 
beyor,d the \\ orking hours as pres<.:ribed in Sub-Rule (I) 
above, and even on holidays: 

Provided that no such proceed ' n�s �hall be held under . 
this Sub-Rule except without the consent of the Counsellors, 
representatives of the Social Org<ln!sations and the parties to 
the proceedings. 

Place of sit- 4. The Judge of the family Court may bnld sittings at places other 
ting tban the ordinary place of sitting in consultation with the Counsel· 

10rs and parties to the proceedings : 

Institution 
of Proceed· 
ings 

"" 
, , 

Proceeding 
for sum­
mons etc. 

" ,j' ,. , . 

5. The provisions of the Legal Aid Scheme may be invoked in 
appropriate cases in the procl!edings under the Act. 

6. !\.11 proceedings instituted before the Family Courts, will be by 
way of a petition. However, in respect of applications under Chap­
ter IX of tne Criminal Procedure Code, the provisions of that Code 

. shall apply. • 

7. The petition or any other application shall be filed in duplicate 
before an Officer designated by the Court for the purpose who shall 
deliver a copy of such pe tition or application to the Couns

,
ellor. 

..... 
8. In all proceedings other than the Act, the Writ of sum­
mons to a,ppear and answ.:-r shall be in t'-,e appopriate forms pres· 
cribed for civil and criminal Courts by the H igh Court with such 
modifications as may l:.e considered nec�ssaly and expedient by the 
Court. 

9. All Writs of foiummons, Rules, Orders, 
cesses shall be s igned by the designated 
shall bear the seal of the Court. 

Warrants and other pro­
officer of the Court and 

• 

I'} 10. A Writ of summons shall be �erved in the manner prescribed 
in the Code of Civil Procedure, save and except the proceedings • 
under Chapter IX of the Code of Criminal Procedure where the 

. Coun.elling 

provisions of that Code will apply. • 

11. On the returnable date of the summons, the J udge shall, On 
tbe same daY9 or, on any subsequent date, in consultation with the 
Counsellor, direct the part ies to the proce�ding (0 attend the Coun-
sellor for the purpose of counselling. 



• • 

, 

.. " 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Provided that the Judg.. while briefing tbe Counsellor. shall 
bear in mind the nature of the dispute. the convenience of the par­
ties, the special requirements of the case in band and other ancil­
liar>, matters. 

t 2. The Counsellor appointed to counsel the parties shall fix the 
!im� and date of appointlllcnt. The parties shall be bound to attend 
the Counsellor on the date and at the time so fixed. 

13. If either of th, partie< fail. to attend the Counsellor on the 
dale and time so fixed, the Counsellor may fix another date and 
shall communicate the same to the absentee party by registered 
post. In case of default by either of the parlies on the adjourned 
date, the Counsellor shall submit a report of the Court and, on 
receipt of such report, the Courl may proceed with the matter in 
absence, f the defaulting party without prejudice [0 other powers of 
the Court to take action against' the defaulting parties. 

14. The Counsellor entrusted with any petition. on appearance of 
the parties before him, shall assist :md advise the parties regarding 
the settlement of the subject matter of dispute "and shall endeavotir 
to help the parties in arriving at conciliation. 

15. (I) The Counsellor may, in  discharge of his duties, visit the 
hOllle of either of the parties and interview tbe relatives, friends and 
acquaintances of either of the puties ; 

(2) The Counsellor, in discharge of his duties, may also seek such 
inforrriation as he deems fit from the employer of either of the parties 
and such requisition for information shall be made through the 
Court. 

(3) The Counsellor may take t�e assistan�e cf any organi ; :ltion. 
instituti()n or agency ia discharge of his duties, 

17, The Counsellor sball submit a report to the Court, as and when 
called for, to assist the Court in deciding the case in hand. The 
report may, inter alia, contain the following points 

(a) Living environment of the parties concerned. 
(b) Personalities. 
(C) Relationship. 
(d) Income and standard of living . 
(el Status in society. 
(f) Counsellor', opjnion ,and findings; 

gIU'jo:"i·":' _{1;:'Jj" "FlI�� _-:. n;d�j!'''- • !f,',o".oj :;dt 'ell b.:;!,l!';:�r U�t� l:';J!J ;f:'rla� 
18. "n.t!'�tP.Iem)f· maY'lIlad'",_�"tW"i'Cbild/children if and 
when called upon by the Court. 



Confiden­
tiality of 
inf{)rmadon 

1 4 

19. Infonnation·gatliered by.' the Counsellor or any statement made 
before the Cctun.seUor .or any notes or report prepared by the Coun­
seHor shall be treated as confidential and the Counsellor shall not be 
caUed upon to disclose such information. statement, n.'tes or report 
to any Court except with the consent of both the parties. 

• • 
Sigmture of 
settlement 

20.. When the parties arrive at a settlemellt blfore the Counsellor 
relating to th_e dispute O� any part thereof, such settlement shal l  he 
reduced into writing and shall be signed hy the parties and coun­
tersigned by the Counsellor. 

21. The proceedings before the' Court 'hall be heard and disposed 
of a� expeditiously as possibla-, and preferably' within 3 months. and t 
in achieving this objective the Rules or prol'edure IllIay not rigidly 
adhered to. 

Hlgk Court's 22. For carrying "'lit the PlIl'poses of the Act and for ensuring the 
power to uniformity of practice to be observed by the Family Courts and for 
supervise etc. expeditious disposal. the High Court may f!-Odl time to time, super· 

Periodical 
returns 

vise and inspect the Family Courts and issue directionS/Circulars etc. 
to the F"",ily Court'" 

23. The Family Courts shall submit to the High Court such perio­
dical returns· and statistical information as may be called for from 
time to time. 

PC ilorpujari 
Registrar (Judicial) 

Gauhati High Court. 

PDbtiBlied and Issued bY' tliii 6iDtroilor. Niitius & Statioooy. Mizoram, 
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