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NOTIFICATION

No.H. 12017/4/93.LID, the 30th May, 1996. The following Central Ordinance is
hereby published for general information.

Rolura Sailo,
Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of Mizoram,
Law and Judicial Deptt.

MINISTRY OF LAW, JUSTICE AND COMPANY AFFAIRS
(Legislative Department)

THE TELECOM REGULATGRY AUTHORITY OF INDIA
(SECOND) ORDINANCE, 1996

No. 20 of 1996
Promulgated by thie President in the Forty-seventh Year of the Republic of india.

An Ordinaace to provide for the establishment of the Telecom Regulatory Au-
thority of fndia to regulate the telecommunication services, and fer maiters con-
nected therewith or incidental thereto.

WHEREAS the Tclecom Regulatory Autflority of India Ordinance, 1996 to provide

for the aforesaid matters was promulgated by the President on the 27th day of
January, 1996;

AND WHEREAS the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Bill, 1996 was in-
troduced 1n the House of the Pecople to replace the said- Ordmance but has not
keen passed ;
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AND WHEREAS Parliament is not in session and the President is satisfied that
circumstances exist which render it necessary for him to take immediate action;

NOW, THEREFORE, in cxercise of the powers confeired by ciause (1) of article
123 of the Constitution, the President is pleased to promulgate the fol.
lowing ( _dinance:—

CHAPTER

PRELIMINARY
Short title, 1. (1) This ordinance mag be called the Telecon,
extent and Regulatory Authority of India (Second) Ord:-
commence- nance, 1996. ‘

ment.
(2) It extends to the whole of India.

(3) It shall be deemed to have come into force
on tht 27th day of January, 1996.

Definitions 2. (1) In thes
wise requires,—

(@) “‘appointed day” means the day with
effect from which the Authority is established
under sub-section (1) of section 3;

(b) ‘“‘Authority” means the Telecom Regu-
latory Authority of India established under sub-
section (1) of section 3;

(c) “Chairperson” meins the Chairpsrson of
the Authority appointed, under sub-section (3)
of section 3;

(d) “Fund” means the Fund constituted
under sub-section (1) of section 22;

(¢) “‘member” means a member of the
Authority appointed under sub-section (3)
of section 3 and includes the Cnairperson
and the Vice-Chairperson;

) “notification” means a notification pub-
lished in the Official Gazette;

(g) ‘‘prescribed” means prescribed by rulecs
made under this Ordinance;

{h) “regulations” means regulations mada
by the Authority under this Ordinance;



(i) ‘“‘telecommunicaiion  service’” means
service of any description (including clectronic
mail, voice mail, data services, audio tex services,
video tex seivices, radio paging arnd cellular
mobile telephone services) which is made avai-
Iable to users by means of any transm:sswn or
reception of signs, signals, writing, images and
sounds or intelligence of any nature, by wire,
radio, visual or other electro-magnetic means.

(2) Words and expressions used and not
defined in this Ordinance but defined in the
Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 or the India
Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933, shalt have the
meanings respectively assigned_to them in those
Acts.

(3) Any reference in this Ordinance;to a law
which is not in force in the State of Jamnuwu
and Kashmir shall in relation to that State be

construed as a reference to the corresponding
law, if any, ip that State.

CHAPTER 11
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13 of 1885
17 of 1933

TELECOM REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Establishment 3. (1) With effect from such date as the Central

and incorpora-
tion of
Authority.

Government may, by notification, appoint, there
shall be established, for the purposes of this
Ordinance, an Authority to be calied the Tele-
com Regulatory Authority of India.

(2) The Authority shall be a body corporate
by the name aforesaid, having perpetual succe-
ssion and a comm¢n seal, with power, subject
to the provisions of this Ordinance, to acquire
hold and dispose of property, both mowvablé and
immovable, and to contract, and shail, by the
said name, sue or be sued. '

(3) The Authority shall consist of a Chairper-
son, and not less than twe, but not exceeding

four members, to be appointed by the Central
GOvcrnment

(4) The head office of the Authority shall be
at New Delhi.
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Qualifications 4. (1) Tic Chairperson shall be a person o is

for appoint-
ment of
Chairperson
and other
men.bers.

Term of
oftice con-
ditions of
service, etc.
of Chair-
person aid
other mem-
bers.

or has been a Judgc of the Supereme Cou:i v
who 1s or has been the Chief Jutice ei u Hi:n

Coart.
(2) A member shall be a person who has .é'wid the
post of Secretary or Additional Secretary, v tiwe

posts of Additional Secreiary and Secretary (o ine
Government of India or any equivalent post in
the Central Government oi the State Covey -
ment for a reriod of three years.

5. (!) Before appointing any pcrson as the Uhpa "i. Crson
or miember, the Central Goveriiment saeil  =oib itseif”
that th: person dces not have any such finenics
other interest as is likely to affect prejudicizioe his
functions as such member.

(2) The Chairperson shall hold office fer ¢ term
of five years from the date on which he e¢nters
upen his office.

(3) A member shall hold office for a icriny i five
years from the date on which he enters p:on his.
off:ce or until he attains the age of sixiy-tvo vears,
whiciever is earlier.

(4) The employee of the Government on s 3;c]CC--
tienn as member shall have to retir  rom :iovice
befote joining as member.

(5) The salary. allowances and other condiic = of
service of the Chairperson shall be,-

(a) if he has been a Judge of the *u
Court, the same as that of a Judu-
Supreme Court;

(b) if he has been the Chief Justice of & High
Court, the same as that of the Chici istice-
of the High Cecurt:

Provided that in the case of an apr*omir-( i 'ot‘ Q
person as a Chairperson who has retired as ¢ Judae of
the Suprecme Court or a Chiei Juctice of o Hi:x
and who isin receipt of or has received or ha. oo
entitled to receive any retirement benefits by vy of
pension, gratuity or other forms of retiremeni . efi
the pay of such person shall be reduce “rj g
amount of pension and pension cqmvglem of ¢
any other ferm of rctirement benefits, if any, :

to be drawn by him.




(6) The salary and allowances - payable and other
conditions of service of the members shall be such
as may be. prescribed :

(7) The salary, allowances and other conditions of
. _,.Service of the- Chairperson or of the member shall not
_be_varied to his disadvantage after appointment.

I\aotwrthstandmg anything contained in sub-sec-

. tlon (2) or sub-sect:on (3), @ member may--

(a) relmqursh his office by glvmg in ‘writing to
the Central Government notice of not less than
three months O . e o

_(b) be removed from hIS office in accordance
wrth the provrsrons of sectlon 7

~ (9). The Chairperson or any ‘other member ceasmg

.. to hold office as such, shall—

‘() be ineligible for further empfovment ‘either
under the Government of India or under the
State Government, or

" (b) not hold any appomtment in" any private

.-company in telecom sector in relation to which
any matter has been the subject-matter of consi-
deration before the Authority.

6. (I) The Charrperson ‘shall have poWers of general
superintendence and directions in th¢ conduct of the
affairs of the Authority and. he shall, -
presiding over the meetings of thz Authofrty, exercise
and discharge such powers and functions of . the Autho-
rity and shall discharge such other _powers, and functlons
as may be prescrlbed :

The
the members
thority who shall exercise and discharge such powers
and functions of the Chairperson as may be pres-
cribed or as may be delegated to hlm by the Authorlty

in adtlmon to

Central Go acmment

ﬁa‘f appornt one of
to be a' Vice-Cha

rpersoh’. of the ' Au-

" The Central Governmient may remove from

office any member, who -

(a) has' ‘Been: adjudged as msolven‘r or
(b) has been convicted of ‘@n offence which, in

Ex—253/96

Powers of
Chairper-
son and
Vice Chair-
person.

Removal
of mem-
bers from .
_ office.in . -
‘certain cir-
cumstances,
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Meetings

Vacancies

the opinion of the Central Government, involves
© ~ ihotd] turpitude; or S

(c) has become physically ot mentally incapable
- of acting as a member; or _

'(d) has acquired such finatitial or other interest

as s likely to dffect préjudicially his functions
- . 8s a meinber; or : '

(¢) Has so abused’ his position as to render his
continuance in office prejudicial to the public

interest.

(2) Notwithstanding anything cofitainéd in sub-sec-
tion (1), no member shall be removed from his
‘office on the ground specified in clause (d) or clause
(e) of that ’Suﬁ-"séction' unléss the Supreme Court on
a. reference being made  to it in this behalf by the

- Centtal Government, has, on an inquiry, held by it

in accordance with such procediire as it may specify
in this behalf, reported that the membgr ought, on
such ground or grounds to be removed.

8. (1) The authority shall ineet at such times and places,
and shall observe sych rules of procedure in regard to
the transaction of biisifess at its reetings (including
quohim * 4t such meétigs) a5 mady be provided by
reguldtions. _

(2) The Chairperson or, if for any reason, he is

able to attend a meeting of the Authority, the
. it:e;CIiaifpéi'SOg afd in i]s abSenice, any other
Member chosen by the mémbers present from amongst
themselvés at the meéetiiig shall préside at the meeting.

i

(3[) . All quéstions Whith cofiie up beforé any meeting
of the Authofity shdll be decided by a majority vote
of the members present and voting, dnd in the event
of an equality of votes, the Chairperson or in his
dbsence, th¢ person presiding, Shall have a second
or casting VYote. T

(4) The Authotity mdy make regulitions for the

transaction of busidess dt its inéetings.

No act_or proceeding of the Authority shall be inva-

etc., not t6 lid rmerely by reason of—

invalidate
procéediigs

of Authofity.

LR

Sz:.} any vacancy in, or any defect in the consti-
 litioh of, the Authotity; or



~(b) any defect in the appointment of a person
© acting as a member of the Autlority; or

(¢} any irfegularity id thé jtoceduré of the Au-
" thority not affecting the merits of the case.

Officers and 10. (i) The Aiithority midy appoitit offiers 4nd such

other em-
ployees of
Authority.

Functions
. of Autho-
rity.

othér employ €s ds it considérs necéssary for the efficient
discharge of its functions under this Ordinance.

(2) The salary and allowances payiblé to ‘and the
other conditions of service of the officers and other
eiiiplogées of the Authority dppointéd under sub-
séct'on (1) shall be such as may be déteimined by
regulafions. ' T

CHAPTER IiI
POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE AUTHORITY

11. (1) Notwithistanding &hytliing, £otitaided iti the In-
dian Telegiraph Act, 1885, the functions of the Authori-
ty shall be to—

{4) ensufé technical ;cb_mﬁdiif‘)ﬂity aid éffective
iitéi-relationship bétween diffefent Sétvice pro-
viders;

(b) regulate arrangement amongst service pro-
viders of sharing théir revéiiue derivéd from
providifig teléconitiiiinicdtion Services;

(cf énsiife complidncé of licéncé tondilions by
all detvice providéfs; -

© (d) lay down and _.eiqs_‘urcf the tinie périod for
providing focal and loag distance citcuiits of te-
Ié%ﬁf'mﬁuﬁiéﬁtibn between differént service pro-
viders; '

(¢) facilitate competition dnd promote éfficiency
in thé opération of telécorhminication service
so as to facilitate growth ifi such dervices;

() protect the isterést of the vondusiers of tele-
¢ mmunication sérvigeé: _

(g) dettie disputes Bétween séfvicé providers;

Ex--253/96.
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13 of 1885.

- (h). render advice to the Central Governmient in the
matters relating to the development of telecom-
munication technology and any other matte: rela-

_ table to telecommum«.atlon industry in genera

(1) levy fees at such rates and .in respect of such
services as may be determmed by regulations;

(j) ensurc effective ‘compliance of ‘universal ser-
vice obllgatlons

j'(l(? perform such other functions including such

ministrative and financial functions as may be
entrusted to it by the Government or as may
be necessary te carry out the provisions of this
Ordinance.

(2) Notwithstand'ing anything contained in the In-
dian Tclegraph Act, 1885, the Authority may, from
time to time, by order, notxfy the rates at which

- ‘the telecommunication services within India and

outside India shall be provided under this Ordi-
nance. including the rates at which messages shall

be transmitted to any country outside India.

(3) Whiledischarging its funtions under sub-section
(1), the Authority shall not act against the interest
of the sovereignty and integrity of India, tke se-
curity of the State, friendly relations with foseign
States, public order, decency or morality.

(4) The Authority shall ensure transparency while
exercising its powers 'and disc_harging its functions.

12. (1) Where the Authority considers it expedient
so to do, it may, by order in writing,—-

(a) call upon any service provider at any time
to furnish in. writing such information or ex-
planation relating to its arfalrs as the Authority
may require; or

(b) appoint one or more peisons to make an
inquiry in relation to the dﬁ'alrs of any service
provider; and’

(c) direct any of its officers or employees to
inspect the books of account or other documents
of any service provider. .

_(22 Where any _inquiry in relation to the affairs

a service provider has béen undertaken under
sub-section (1),—

Power of
Authority
to call for
information.
conduct
investiga-
tions etc.



Authority
to settle
disputes.

(e‘% every director, manager, secretary or other
officer, if such service provider is a company; or

(b) every partner, manager, secretary or other
officer, if such service provider is a firm; or

(c) every other person or body of persons
who has had dealing in the course ot bu-
siness with any of the persons mentioned in
clauses (a) and (b).

shall be bound to produce before the Authority
making the inquiry, all such books of account
or other documents in his custody or power re-
lating to, or having a bearing on the subject
matter of such inquiry and aiso to the Autho-
rity wita any such statement or information re-
jating hereto, as the may be, rcquired of him,
within such time as may be specified.

(3) Every service provider shall maintain such
books of account or other documents as may be
prescribed.

(4) The Authority shall have the power to issue such
directions 10 service providers as it may consider
necessary, for proper fuacuoning by service providers.

13. The Authority may for the discharge of its funtions
under sub-section (1) of section 11, issue such directions
from time to time to the service providers, as it may
consider necessary.

CHAPTER 1V
SETTLE..ENT OF DISPUTES

14. (i) If a dispute arises, in respect of matters
referred to sub-section (2), among service providers or
between service providers and a group of consumers,
such disputes shail be adjudicated by a bench constituted
by the Chairperson and such bench shail consist of
two members:

Provided that if the members of the bench differ
on any point or points they shail state the point or
points on which they differ and refer the same to a third
member for hearing on such pomt or points and such
point or points snall be decided according to the opinion
of that member.

(2) The bench constituted under sub-section (1)
shall exercise, on and fromn the appointed day all such

Ex—253/9%

Power of
Authority
to issue
directions.
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jurisdiction powers and authority as were exercisable
immediately before that day by any civil court on any
matter relating to—

(1) technical con.patibility and inter-connections
between service providers; or

(i) revenue sharing arrangements betwesn di-
fferent service providers; or

(ii) quality of telecommunication service and
interest of consun.ers;

Provided that nothing this sub-section shali apply in
respect of matter relating to—

(a) the monogpolistic trade practice, restrictive
trade practices and unfair trade practice which
are subject to the jurisdiction of the Monopolies
and Restrictive Trade Practices Commission es-
tablished under sub-section (1) of section 5 of
the Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices
Act, 1969;

(b) the complaint of an individual consumer miin-
tanable before a Consumer bisputes Redressal
Forum or a Consumer Disputes Redressal Com-
mission or a National Consumer Redressal Com-
mission established undcr section 9 of the Con-
sumer Protection Act, 1986;

(¢) dispute between telegraph authority and
any other person referred to in suo-sectien (1)
of section 7B of the Indian Telegraph Act. }38S.

Filing of 15. (1) An aggrieved person may make an appli-
application cation in respect of matters referred to in sub-section (2)
to Autho-  of section 14 within such period as may be prescribed.
rity aud

procedure

for passing Explanation— For the purposes of this sub-section,
order by 1. the expression ‘‘aggrieved person” means—

(i) any service provider who has a dispute
m respect of matters referred to in clauscs (i)
and (1) of sub-section (2) of section 14;

(1) where any loss or damage is caused to
a group of consuumer any meuber represens
tIng sucil group 0i COIlSUILETS,

54 of 1969

68 of 1986

12 of 1885
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(2) On receipt of an application made under
sub-section (1), the Authority may, after giviny
the parties an opportunity of being heard, pass
such orders as it thinks fit.

(3) While arriving at a decision, the Authority
shall record in writing the reasons for such
decision.

(4) Every decision of the Authority shall be
published in the annual report of the Authority.

(5) The order and directions of Authority shall
be binding on the service providers, Govern-
ment and all other persons concerned.

16. (1) The Authority shall be guided by the principles
of natural justice.

(2) The Authority shall have, for the purpose of
discharging their functions uader this Chapter, the
same powers as are vested in a civil court under the
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 in respect of the
following matters, namely:-

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of
any person and examining him an oath;

(b) requiring the discovery and production of
documents;

(c) receiving evidence on affidavits;

(d) issuing commissions for the examination of
witnesses or documents;

(e) reviewing its decisions;

(f) dismissing and application for default or
deciding it exparte;

(g) setting aside any order of dismissal of any
application for default or any order passed by
it exparte;

(h) any other matter which may be prescribed.

&3) Every proceeding before the Authority shall be
eéemed to be a judicial proceeding within the meaning
of sections 193 and 228, and for, the purpose of
section 196 ol the Indian Penal Code and the Au-

Ex— 253/S6 -

Procedure
and powers
of Authority.
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45 of 1860.
2 of 1974.
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thority shall be deemed to be a civil court for all
the purposes of section 195 and Chagpter XXVI of
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.

17. The applicant may either appear in person or au-
thorise one or more legal practitioners or any of its
officers to present his or its case before the Autherity.

18. Any person aggrieved by any decision or order of
the Authority may file an appeal to the High Court with-
in thirty days from the date of communication of the
decision or order of the Authority to him:

Provided that the High Court may, if it is saiisfied
that the appellant was prevented by sufficient cause from
filing the appeal within the said period, atlow it to be
filed within a fuither period nut exceeding sixty days.

19. Every order made by the Authority under this Or-
dinance or the order made by the High Court in any
appeal against any order of the Authority shall, on a
certificate issued by any officer of the Authority or the
Registrar of the High Court, as the case may be, be
deemed to be a decree of the civil court and =siall be
executable in the same manner as a decree of thai court.

20. If any person wilfully fails to comply with the
orders of the Authcrity or any order of the High Court
as the case may be, he shall be punishable with impri-
sonment for a (erm which may extend to two years, or
fine, or with both.

CHAPTER V
FINANCE ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT

21. The Central Government may, after due appropria-
tion made by Parliament by law in this behaif, maike to
the Authority grants of such sums of money as that
Government may think fit for being utilised for thc pur-
roses of this Ordinance.

22. (1) There shall be constituted a fund to bc called
the Tclecom Regulatory Authority of India Genrai Fund
and therc shail be credited thereto—

Right to
legal repre-
sention.

Appeal to
High
Court.

Orders pas-
sed by
Authority
or High
Court to
be execu-
table as a
decree.

Penalty for
wilful fai-
lure to
comply
with orders
of Autho-
rity or of
High Court.

Grants by
the Central
Govern-
ment.

Fund.
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(a) all grants, fees and charges received by the
Authority under this Ordinance; and

(b) all sums received by the Authority fro:.
such other sources as may be decided upon by
the Central Government.

(2) The Fund shall be applied for meedng—

(a) the salaries, allowances and other remunera-
tion of the members, officers and other emplo-
yees of the Authority;

(b) the expenses of the Authority in the dis-
charge of 1ts tunctions under this Ordinance; and

(© the expenses on objects and for purposes
authorised by this Ordinance.

23. (1) The Authority shall maintain proper accounts
and other relevant records and prepate an annual state-
ment of accounts in such torm as may be prescribed by
the Central Government in consultation with the Comp-
troller and Auditor-General of India.

(2) The accounts of the Authority shall be audiced
by the Comptrolier and Auditor-Geueral of India at
such intervals as may be specified by him and any
expenditure incurred in connection with such audi-
tor shall be payaole by the Authority to the Comp-
troiler and Audicor-General of India.

(3) The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India
and any other person appointed by him in connec-
tion with the audit of the accounts of the Authority
shall have the same rights and privileges and autho-
rity in connection with such audit as the Comptro-
ller and Auditor-General generally has, in connection
with the audit of the Government accounts and, in
particular, shall have the right to demand the pro-
duction of books, accounts, connected vouchers and
other documents and pape.s and to inspect any of
the otices of the Authorty,

(4) The accounts of the Authority as certified by
the Comptroller and Auditor-General of India or any
other person appoinied by him in this behalf together
with the audit report thereon shall be forwarded
annually to tue Central Government and that Go-
vernment shall cause the sume to be laid before
each House of Parhament,

Ex—253/96
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24. (1) The Authority shall furnish to the Central
Government at such time and in such form and manner
as may be prescribed or as the Central Government may
direct, such returns and statements and such particulars
in regard to any proposed or existing programme for the
promotion and development of the telecommunication
services, as the Central Government may, from time to
time, require.

(2) The Authority shall prepare once every ycar in
such form and at such time as may be prescribed,
an annval report giving a summary of its activities
during the previous year and copies of the report
shall be forwarded to the Central Government.

(3) A copy of the report received under sub-section
(2) shall be laid, as soon as may be afier it is
received, before each House of Parliament.

CHAPTER VI
MISCELLANEOUS

25. (1) The Central Government may, from time to
time, issue to the Authority such directions as ii may
think necessary in the interest of the soverciginty ard
integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly re-
lations with foreign States, public order, deccncy or
morality.

(2) Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions, the
Authority shail, in exercise of its powers or thc perfor-
mance of its functions, be bound by such directions
on questions of policy as the Central Government
may give in writing to it from time to time;

Provided that the Authority shall, as far as prac-
ticable, be given an opportunity to expiess its views
before any direction is given under this sub-section.

(3) The decision of the Central Government whe-
ther a question is one of policy or not shall be {inal.

26. All members, officers and other employces of
the Authority shall be deemed, when acting or purpor-
ting to act n pursuance of any of the provisions of
this Ordinance to be public servants within the mcaning
of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code.

Members
officers and
employees
of Autho-
rity to be
public ser-
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27. No civil court shall have jurisdiction in respect Bar of ju-
of any matter which the Authority is empowered by or risdiction.

under this Oidinance to determine.

28. No suit, prosecution or other legal procee-
dings shall lie against the Central Government or the
Authority or any officer of Central GGovernment or any
member, officer or other employees of the Authority for
anything which is in good faith done or intended to be
done under this Oidmance or the rules or regulations
made thereunder.

29. If any person violates directions of the Au-
thority such person shall be punished in the case of first
offence with impiisonment for a term which may extend
to two years or with fine which may ex:end to one lakh
rupees or with both and in case of a second or sub-
sequent offence, with impriconment for a term which
may extend to two years or with fine which may extend
to two lakh rupees for each day o1 default.

30. (1) Where an offence under this Ordinance has

Protection
of action
taken in

good faith.

Penalty for
contraven-
tion of ci-
rections
of Autho-
rity.

Offences by

been committed by a company, every person who at the companies.

time the offence was committed was in charge of, and
was responsible to, the company for the conduct of the
business of the company, as well as the company, shall
be deemed to be guilty of the offence and shall be liable
to be proceeded against and punished accordingly;

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section
shall render any such person liable to any punishment
provided in this Oidinance, if he proves that the offénce
was committed without his knowledge or that he has
exercised all due dihgence to prevent the commission
of such offence.

(21) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-sec-
tion (1), where an offence under this Ordinance has
been commiited by a company and it is proved that the
offence has been committed with the consent or conni-
vance of, or is attributable to, any negiect on the part
of any director, manager, secretary or other officer of
the comipany, such director, manager, secretary or other
officer shail also be deemed to be guilty of the offence
and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished
accordingly.

EXPLANATION — For the purpose of this section,—

(a) “company” means any body corporate and
includes firm or other association of individuals; and
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(b) ‘“‘director”, in relation to a firm, means a
partner in the firm.

31. Notwithstand;ng anything contained in the
Wealth-tax Act, 1957, the Income-tax Act, 1%61, or any
other enactment for the time being in force relating
to tax un wealth, income, profits or gains, the Autho-
rity shall not be liable to pay wealih-tax, income-tax or
any other tax in respect of their wealth, income profits
or gains derived.

32. The Authority may, by general or special order
in wiiting, delegate to any member, officer of the Au-
thority or any other person subject to such conditions,
if eny, as may be specified in the order, such of its
powers and functions under this Ordinance (except the
power to sctue dispute under Chapter 1V and to make
regulaiion under se.tron 35) as it may deem necessary,

33. (1) No court shal take cognizance of any
offence punishable under this Ordinance or the rules
or regulations made thereunder, save on a complaint
made by the Authority.

(2) No court inferior to that of a Metropolitan
Magis.rate or a Judicial Magistra:e of the first class shali
try any oftence pumshable uunder .his Ordinance.

- 34. (1) The Central Government may, by notifi-
cation, make rwes tor carrying out the purposes of this

Ordinance.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the ge-
nerality of the toregoing power, such rules may provide
for all or any of the lollowing matters, namely: —

(a) the salary and allowances payable to and
the other conditions of scrvice of the members un-
der sub-section (1) of sectuon 3;

(b) the powers and functions of the Chairper-
son under sub-section (1) of secuon 6;

(c) the category of books of account of other
documecnts which are required to be maintained
under sub-section (3) of secuon 12;

(d) the period within which an application is
to be made uude. sub-section (1) of section 13;
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(e) the manner in which the accounts of the
Authority shall be maintained under sub-section (1)
of section 23;

(H the time within which and the form and
manner in which returns and report are to be made
to the Central Government under sub-sections (1)
and (2) of section 24;

(g8) any other matter which is to be, or may
be, prescribed, or in respect of which provision may
be made by rules.

35. (1) The Authority may, with the previous ap-
proval of the Central Government, by notification, make
regulations consistent with this Ordinance and the rules
made thereunder to carry out the puiposes of this
Ordinance.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the ge-
ncrality of the foregoing power, such regulations may
provide for all or any of the following matters,
namely: —

(a) the time and places of meetings of the Autho-
rity and the procedure to be followed at such meetings
under sub-section (1) of section 8, including quorum
necessary for the transaction of business;

(b) the transaction of business at the meetings
of the Authority under sub-section (4) of section 8;

(c) the salaries and allowances payable to and
the other terms and conditions of service of officers
and other employees of the Authority under sub-
section (2) of section 10;

(d) levy of fees under clause (i) of sub-section
(1) of section 11.

36. Every rule and every regulation made under
this Ordinance shall be laid, as sooit as may be after it
is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is
in session, for a total period of thirty days which may
be comprised in one session or in two or more successive
sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session imme-
diately following the session or the successive sessions
aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modification
in the rule or regulation or both Houses agree that the rule
or regulation should not be made, the rule or regulation
shall thereafter have effect
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or be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however,
that any such modification or annuiment shall be with-
out prejudice to the validity of anything previously done
under that rule or regulation.

37. The provisions of this Ordinance shall be in addi-
tion to the provisions of the Indian Telegraph Act, i885
and the Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933 and, in particular,
nothing in this Ordinance shall affect any jurisdiction,
powers and functions required to be exercised or per-
formed by the Telegraph Authority in relation to any
area falling within the jurisdiction of such Authority.

38 (1) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to tiie nro-
visions of this Ordinance, the Central Government may,
by order, published in the Official Gazette, make such
provisions not inconsistent with the provisions of this
Ordinance as may appear to be necessary for renoving
the difficulty :

. Provided that no order shall be made under this sec-
tion after the expiry of two years from the date of coun-
mencement of this Ordinance.

(2) Every order madc under this section shall be
laid, as soon as may be after it is made, before each
House of Parliament.

39. (1) The Telecom Regulatory Authority of india Or-
dinance, 1996 is hereby repealed.

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or
any action taken under the said Ordinance shall be dce-
med to have been done or taken under the corresponiing
provisions of this Ordinance.
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