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NOTIFICATION 

No. H.-I2017/38/97-L]D, the 25th November, 1997. The following Ordinance. is 
hereby published for general information. 

Rolur. SaiJo, 
Ioint Secretary to Ihe Govt. of MizoraDl, 

Law and Iudicial Vepartrr.ent._ 

MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE 

(Legislative Department) 

New Delhi, the 1st October, 1997/Asvina 9, 1919 (Saka) 

THE LOTTERIES (REGULATION) ORDINANCE, 1997 

No. 20 OF 1997 

promulgated by the President in the Forty-eight Year of tbe Republic of Iodia. 

An Ordinance to regulate tbe lotteties and to provide for matters connected 
therewith and incidental thereto. 

� WHEREAS Parliament is not in session and the President is satisfied that 
circumstances exist which render it necessary for him to take inunediate action; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (I) of 
article 123 of Ihe CQnslitulion, the Preside"t is pleased 10 promulgate Ihe follow
ing Ordinance :-
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1. (2) This Ordinance may be called the Lc·tteries 
(Regulation) Ordinance, 1�97. 

(2) I[ sball extend to tbe whole of Icdia. 

(3) It sball come into force on tbe 2nd day of 
October, 1997. 

Definitions. 2. In this Ordinance, unless there is any:hing 

Probibition 
of lotteries. 

Conditions 
subject to 
which 
Iotferies 
maybe 
organised, 
etc. 

repugnant in the subject or con!ext,-' 

(a) "lo�tery" means a scheme, in whatever form 
and by Wh'i tever TI]me called. for distribution ot pnzes 
by lot or chance to tnosi; persons participating in the 
chances of a prize by " elre-hasing tickets; 

(b) "prescribed" mems pfl..iscribed by rules made 
under this Ordinance. 

3. Save as otherwise provided in section 4, no 
State Government shall organise, conduct or promote 
any lottery. 

4. A State Government may organise, conduct or 
promote a 10ltery. subject to the following conditions, 
namely :-

(a) prizes shall not be offered on any pre-announced 
number or on the basis of a �ingle dlglt; 

(b) the State Government shall print the lottery 
tickets bearing the imprint and logo of the State in 
such manner tbat tile authenticity of the lottery ticket 
is ensured; 

(c) the State Government shall sell tbe tickets 
either itself or through distributors or selling agents; 

(d) the State Government itself shall conduct the 
draws of all th� lotteries; 

(e) the prize money unclaimed within such time as 
may be prescribed by the State Government or 
not otherwise distribuled, shall become the property 
of that Government; 

(fl the place of draw sball be located witbin 
the State concerned; 

(g) no lottery shail have more than one draw in 
a week; 
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(h) the draws of all kinds of lotteries shall be 
conducted between such per·oj of the day as may be 
prescribed by the State Government ; 

(i) ti'e number of bumper draws of a lottery 
shall not bf: :nore th1n six in a calendar year; 

(j) such other conditions as may be prescrib�d 
by the Central Gwernm,.lt. 

5. A State Government may, within the State, 
prohibit the sale of tickets of a lottery ofglDlsed, con
ducted or pwmoted by another State. 

6. The Central Governr!1ent mav, by order published 
in the Oftidal GJzette. prohibit a lottery organised, con
ducted or promoted in contraventio!1 of the provisions 
of section 4 or where tickt!�s of such lottery are sold in 
contrawntion of the provisions of section 5. 

7. If any re."�on ac!s as an agent, a promoter or 
trader in any lottery organised, cO:1ducted or promoted 

·in contravenjon of the !='_rovisi·'ns of this Ordtnance or 
se.ls, distfJbutes or purchases the ti�k::t of su..:h 10 tcry, 
he sh'lIl be punishabl: with rigorou� imprisonment for 
a- term whicil may extend to two years or wah fir.e or 
with both. 

8. The offence under this Ordinance shall be cog
n izable and non-bailable. 

Penalty. � 
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Offences to 
be cogl1iza ... 
ble and non
bailable-

9. (1) Where an offenres under this Ordinance has Offences by 
been cOTIJrnitted by a company, every person who, at .:ompanies. 
the time !he offence was committed was in charge of. and 
was responsible to, the comp.my f,-?r the conduct of the 
buisness of the offence and shall be liable to be procee· 
ded against and punished a .. cordingly : 

Provijed. that nothing contained in this sub-�ecti()n 
shall render any such p:rson Ii lb\e to any punishment 
if be rroves th ,t the offence was comn,itt:d without bis 
knowledge or that he exerdsed all due diligence to 
prevent the commission of such offence. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub
section(I), where an offence under this Ordinance 
has been c3mmitted by a co:npany and it is provej 
that the. offence has been committt:d with the conseat 
or connivance of, or is attnbl.ltable to any neglec� Oll 
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the part of, any director. manager, secretary or other 
officer of the company, such director, manager, secretary 
or other officer shall aho be deemed to be guilty of 
the offen ce and shall be liable to be proceeded against 
and pUlllshed accordingly. 

Explanation.-For the purposes of this section-

(a) "company" meaDS any body corporate and 
includes a firm er other association of individ uaIs; and 

(b) "director", in relation to a firm. means a 
partner in the firm. 

10. The Central Government may give directions Power to. 
to the· State Government as to carrying into execution give 
in the- State of any of the provlslons of this Ordinance directiom,. 
or of any rule or order made thereunder. 

11. (1) The Central Government may. by notifica
tion in the Official Gazette, make rules t o  cJrry out 
the provisions of this Ordinance. 

(2) Every notification issued by tbe Central Go
vernment, and every rule made by it. shall be laid, as 
soon as may be alter it is made, before each House of 
Parliament, while it is in session, for a total period of 
thirty days which may b� comprised in one session or 
in two or mOTe successive sessions, and if, before tile ex
piry of the session Immediately following the session or 
the successive sessJOns aforesaid, both Houses agree in 
making any modIfication in the notifi:ation or Iule, or 
both Houses agree that the notification or rule should 
not be made, the notification or rule shall thereafter have 
e4fect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as 
the case may be; so, however, that any such modii1ca
tion or annulment shall be without prejudice to the 
validity of anytbmg previsous,y done under that nolm
cation or rule. 

12. (I) The State Government may. by notific
tion in the Official Gazette, make rules to carry out eab 
pl'ovisions of this Ordinance. 

(2) In particular and witbout prejudice to thegene
rality of the foregoing power, such rules may provide for 
aU --or any of the following matters, namely :-

(a) time to be fixed for claimlflg prize money under 
clause (,,) of sub-section (2) of section 4 ; 

Power of 
Central 
Goverment to 
make rules. 
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(b ) period to be fixed for draws of ali Jotteries 
under clause (h) of sub-section (2) of section 4 ; and 

(c) any other matter which is required to be, or 
may be, prescribed . 

(3) Every ruJe made by the State Government un
der this section shall be laid, as so�n as may be after it 
is made, before each House of the State LegisJature 
where it consists of two Houses, or where such LegiSla
ture consists of one House, before that House. 
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K. R. Narayanan, 
President. 

K. L. Mohanpuna, 
Secy. to the Govt. of India. 
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