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No.H.12017/5§/9 LJD 247, ¢ 6th nl 2000 Thc followmg Oentral Acts is
hereby publishe nérSl “i " c

= “R Lamzuala,
S Deputy Sc;rﬁtarzdto the ‘('}otho p:f M:zoram.:;

Loy Y A .
THE MINES AND MIN RALS GULATION AND
'DEVLOPMERT ) AMERDMENT ACT, 1995

o AA& | .

furth t; to amend tho Mmes and Mmerals ( chulatxon
and evetopment) Act

* BE it enacted t Purlinment i me mﬁem Year
of the Republic of ia &8 followr e

" 1) ‘This Act may Pe: ca!léd tbc‘ Mﬁes dﬁd Mine-
sels (Regulation and Dcwlﬁpméht) Awmeadmeéat Act, 1999. Short title.

67 of 1957. ﬁ nle Mines ahd; Min (Re tt(:} and Amen

1 ‘6g of long
Acfi 937& kmg' 'mﬂis
“regulatxon of mines and the de b f

‘Wor “developmg?tt and regulatlon of mmcs and
m nefals" shall be o e
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3. Im seqtion 1 of the prmcipa! Act, in sub- Amendment
section (1), for the brackets snd words “(Regulation of section 1.
and Development)’’, the brack:ts and words “(Deve-
fopment and Regulatica )" shall be substituted.

Amendment 4. In section 3 of the principal Act,—

of section 3.
(») in clausc (h), the word “and” occurring at the
end shall be omitted;

(®) after clause (h), the following clauses shall be
inserted, pamely :— . CF ) i

‘(ha) “roconnaissance .operations” means any
rations undertaken for preliminary prospectiog
0 a mineral through regional, aerial, geophysicat or
eachemical surveys and gcaloglcal mapping, but
o¢s not include pitting, treaching, drilling (except
drilling of boreholes on a grid specified from time
to time by the Central Government) or sub-surface
excavatxon,

" (hb) “reconnamance pormlt means a penmt g{a:\tcd-’,-".‘,.‘_j_;; , T
for the pu (fmse of undertaking reconnaissance ope- R
.:_-ratlons, an

Ameﬂmnt 5“ In sccuon 4 of the ptlcxpul Ae’,—
of section 4.
(a) m sub-scction (l) —

O for the poruon bogmmng with the words
“No person shall urdertake ‘any prospecting or
mining operations’’ and eading with the words
“granted under this Act and the rules ade the-
reunder’’, thc followmg shall be substituted, namely:-

"“‘No person shall qndortake gny rcoonnalssanc_e,_ _'
prospecting or minimg operations in any area,
-except under and in aceordance with the terms
arnd conditions of a reconnaissance permit or of
a prospecting licence Or, a5 the case may be,
v of a miaing  lcase, .gr nted.nnder this Aw <md
s mo o - the rules made thereunder”; -

S _ (1) in the: second proviso, for the werds “the syt v
U i Atmc Miperals Division”, the woids *the Atomic *°' * "
- Minerals Directorate for Exploratwn and Rcscaréh"'

" ohall be substituted; . - ‘_ e

(b) afier sub-section (l) the followmg sub—xvmon
shall be inserted, namely:—
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“(IA) No person shall transport or store or
cauae to be traasported or :stored ‘any mimersl othor-:
wise than in accordance with the provisions of this
Act and the rules made thereunder.”;<.: < {5)

- (¢J- in sub-section (2); fur.the words *“*Ne prospec-

ting licemce or’miniag leate”, the words *“N» recon-
naissance permit, prospecting licence or mining lease”

2+ shell. Ye aubstituted; -

(d) in sub-section (3), for the portion beginning

-z with: the words = “andertake prospectiug or miniog
- gpaations”-and ondiag with the worls *uader any

prospecting licence or mining lease”, . ths:followiag

shall be substituted, namely: —

oporations with respcat te auy mincesl specfed

in the First Schedule in any area withia that
. State which is not already held undés any re-

conasissance permit,. preepecting lidence or
rmining lease”’. _

Amendment 6. Tn section 44 : oft the prin?al Act, -"p;_‘o_vlin_é_@é;s'ub—

of section
4A.

section (2), shall be omitt

¢ Amendment 7. In scttion 5 of the prineipal Aet,—
of section S. L e

. (2) in sub-section (-'l-),'--for'-tlﬁe words “pr'm'ﬂting

" licemce or mining Jeasa";: wherever- they otowr; the

words” reconnaissance -permit, prospecting - ficence
or miaing lease? shall bo substituted; ~ -

(b) in sub-section- .(2), for clauses (a) and . (h), the

following clauses shall bo substitpted, niimely:~

‘-'“‘(a)‘ there i§ evidence to show - that 'the ‘aréa for

which the lease is applied for has been prospected
carlier or the existeace: of. minersl contents _thsrein
has been established otherwise than by meady of

.+ prospecting such area; gad . . . .

3

(b) there ir'a mianing plad “duly 'Kpp‘rme&ﬁy the
. Central Governmsnt,. o5 -by the State Governinent,
. in' vespect of sueh cﬂt(c’};o.ry . of “miges: 48 jn‘% be
‘M’lﬁcdgf! the Central Jeve-

soverament, forlths

fopment of dhineral depositi jo area  converded.”.

Ex -119/2000

. :*undertake reconnaissance, prospecting or mining
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!h secm 6 ot‘ Ibe wmcapu Aen.-—-
(a) m sub—scctm « ;,

-after the. words ‘associaled mner!s”, the
0r¢s “im a- Staw" shaﬂ he mocrwd, .

) (u) aftcr ciause (a), 1he failomg c}ause shall
| be mscrtcd namely $— |
SR “(w oo more teconmrsswcz pe:mut cc-
'--_'-_'veﬁng 1} toh! area of - tcn thomtmd squarc
-Kilometyes: - s __ _

Provided that thc area grantcd under a
.- sipgle tecongaissance permit shall uot exeed five

md equase ‘kdmnetus, or’;.
{:2 iot clhuse {c) the fozllowng clwse shall be

stituod; lamefy

“(c) any reconnaissance pcrmlt, mmmg lca<c or

. P& spegliag - licence ja gespect of any arca which s
not compact or contnguqu&. . _

Provided tbpk if the - State - Goverament is of
opinion that in the interests of the development of
any mineral, it is necessary so to do, it may, for

... T8agORAS, to. bo recerded in writing, pmmxt any per-
... SOR 38 acawte a tgqonna;asanoa permit, prospecting
- Jicence. o7 mining lease in r¢lation o apy arca which

is not compaet or contiguous;’;

(b) in sub-sections {2) and (3), Ior the words “‘pro-

specting licence or mining lease™, wherever they
occur, the words ‘‘reconnaisance pcrmnt, rrospec-
tmg lxgcnce or mmmg lease” shall substituted.

9. 'Ixi 'secsion 7 of"rhc p’rincip’al .' A"ct.'--'

(a) in sub-section (l), for the words *“a prosp-cung section 7.

licence”, the words “‘a reconnaissance permit ot pro-

: &nec;mg ligence™ shall be substituted;

ST ﬂle second” prowso to sib-séction (2), for the
.. words ‘“‘a mineral idcluded in”, the words and let-
-tg;g “g mlngrp,l inclyded in Ptrj A and Part B to”

shall be substituted.’

Amead-
ment of
sgction 6.

Amend-
ment of

»



10.

In section 8 of the principal Act,~—
(a) proviso to sub-section (2) shall be omitted;

(b) for sub-section (3), th= following sub-sec-
tions shall be substituted, namely:—

“(3) Notwithstanding anything confained in sub-
section (2), if the State Government is of opinion
that in the in‘erests of mineral development it is
necessary so to do, it may, for reasons to be re-
corded, avthcrise the renewal of a mining leas: in
respect of minerals not specified in Part A apnd
Part B of the First Schedule for a further period
or petiods not exceeding twenty years in ¢ach cass.

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-
section (2) and sub-secticn (3), no mining lease
granted in respect of mineral specified in Part A
or Part B of the First Schedule shall be renewed
except with the previous approval of the Central
Government.”.

Amendment 11. In section 10 of the ﬁrinc'i_peii Ak, —

of section 10_.-

" (a) in sub-zection (1), for the words “a prbspcct{ing

licence or a miaing lease”, the words “a reconnaiss-
ance permit, prospecting licenc: or mining lease”

shall be substituted;

a (b) in sub-section (3), for the words “licence or
lease”, the words “‘permit, liceacs or lease” shall

Substitution 12.
of new

gaction for
section 11,

Preferential
right of
certain per-
sons.

be -subsituted.

..qu section 1| of the principal Aci, the fblrlowing
section shall be substitured, namely:—

¢]1,{i) Where a recotnaissance bdermit or pros-

pecting licence has eeen zranica in respect of way

land, the permit holder ov the liccnsee shail have a
- ;pseierentwl riga: for obtainiag: a prospecting licance

or mining lease, as the case may be, 10 respect of

that land over any other person:

- Provided that the State Governmont is satisficd
that the permit holder or the licensee, as the case
my be'_ .

Ex—119/2000

Amend-
ment of
sectirn 8.



Ex—119/2000

(a) has undertaken reconnairsance operations
or prospecting opeiations, as the cass way be,
to establish mineral resources in such land;

(b) has not committed any breach of the terms
and conditions of the reconnaissance permit or
the prospectiag lizence;

(c) has not become ineligible under the provi-
sions of this Act; and

(d) has nct failed to aprly for grant of rros-
Fecting licence or mining lease, as the casc may
b:, within three months after the expiry of
reconnaissance permit or prospecting licence,
as the casc may te cr within such furth:t period,
as may be extended by the said Gevernment,

() Subject to the provisions of sub-section (1),
whete the State Gorvernment has not notified in the
Othcial Gazette the arca for grant of reconnaissance
pcrmit cr prospecung licence or mning lease, as the
care may te, and two or moice persons have applied
for a 1cconnaisssnce pormiit, prespecting licerce or
a n.ning lease in sesjcct ¢3 any land n such area,
the appl.cant whese application was 1eceived earlier,
shall have the preferential 1ight to be considered
for grant of reconnaissance permit, prospecting
licence or miniog Jease, as the case may bz, over
the applicant whese application was received later:

Provided that where an arca is available for
grant of reconnaissance permit, prospecting licence or
mining Jease, as thc case n.ay be, ana the State
Goveroment has invited applications by notification
in tic Oltllicial Gazette for giant of such permit,
licence or lease, ali the applications received
during thc peiiod specificd 1n such notification
and thc applications which had been received
prior to the publication of such roufication in res-
pect of the lands within such area and had rot been
disposed of, shall be deemed to have been reccived
on the same day for the purposes of assigning
priority under this sub-section:

Provided further that where any such applicitions
ere received on the srame day, the State Government,
atter taking into consideration the matter specified
in sub-scction (), may grant the reconnaissapce
permit, prospectiuig  licence or mining lza:c, as the
casc may te, to such one of thc applicauts as it
may ccem fit.
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. (3) The matters referred to in sub-sectien (2) are
the following:—
(a) any special knowledge of, or expsrience
-im, reconnaissance operations, prospecting opera-
tions, or mining operations. as the case may
be, possessed by the applicant;

(b) the financial resources of the applicant;

e (c) the pature and quality of thz technical staff emp-
- loyed or to be employed by the applicant;

(d)' the investment which the applicant propbses to
‘make 'n the mines and in the industry based on tke
winerals;

(e) such other matters as may be prescrited.

~ (4) Sutject to the provisions of sub-section (!),
swhere the State. Governmeut notifiss in the Offic al
‘Gazette en area for grant of reconnaissance permit,
prosyecting licence or mining lease, as the cas: may bs,
all the applicaticns received during the period as specifi:d
in such uotification, which shall uot be less than thirty
days, shall be considered simultaneou.ly as if ail sucn
applications have been received en the same day and
the State Government, after taking into considcration
tbe matters specified in sub-section(3), may grant the
reconnaissance - permit, - prospecting licence or mining
lease, as the case may be, to such ong of the appli-
cants as it may deem fit. _

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-
section (2), but sutject to the provisions of sub-section
£1), the State Government may, for any special reasons
to be recorded, grant a reconnaissanc: psrmit, prospecting
licence or mining lease, as the case may Le, to an
applicant whose application was received later in prefe-
rcnlci'.e to an appli.ation whose uspplication was received
earlier: : .

_Provided that in respect of minerals specified in
the First Schedule, prior approval of the Central Go-
vernment shall te obiaired tefoie passing any cider
under this sub-section.”. L : '

- 13. In secticn 12 of the principzl Ac’, in sub- Amerdmert
secton (1), for cluvses (c, ard (d), ke Jol cwing clauses  ©f sccion
sball be subetituted, namely:— 12.
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“c) a register of applications for mining Jeases .
(d) a register of mining leases;

(¢) a repister of applications for recconnaissance
permits; and

(F) a register of reconnaissince permits; >

14, In scct'on 13 of the principal Act,— Amendment
of section

(a) in sub-section (1), for the words “prospacting
licences ard mining leases”, the words *‘reconnaissance
pe:mils, prospecting licences and mining leases” shall
be subslituted;

(b) in sub-section (2), —

(3) in clause (2), (¢) and (i), for the words
prospecting liceices or mining leases™ , the words
‘“‘reconnaissance permits, prospecting licences or mining

leases” shall respectively be substituted; :

(i) in clauses (f), for the words “a licence or
lease” the words ‘‘a permit, licence or lease’ shall be
suttituted;

(1i) in clauszs (f) and (1), for the words *‘a pro-
specting licence or a mining leas:’’ the words *“ a recon-
niissance yermit, a prospecting licence or a mining
lease’ shall respectively be substituted;

(iv) in clause (g), for the words “prospecting
licence or mining lease,” the words *‘reconniissance
permit, prospecting licence or mmmg lease shall be
substituted

(v) in clause (j), for the words “‘prospecting or mi-
ning operations,” the words “reconnaissance, prospec-
ting or mining operations ’ shall be sutstituted; -

(vi) in claus= (p), for the words “‘prospecting licencss™
the words “reconnuissance permits or prospecting
shall be substituted.

Awendment 15. In section 17 of the principal Act,—
of section 17. (a) in sub-scction (2),—

(iy for tke words * prospectvno or mining operations”
wherever they occur, the words “reconnaissance, pros-
pecting or n.iping operations” shall be substituted:
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"{ii) . for the words “‘prospecting lmw mmlu ieiu"
. -the words “‘feconnsissance permit, prospeciing . liconee'
or mining lease” shall be subsntutcd

(b) in sub-section 3)e—

(i) for the words “prospectmg or mining opnat.mas .
wberevet they occur, the words ‘‘seconnaissance, - pws-
pecting or mining operations’ ghal}. be. substituted;-.

_ (i) for the words “prospecting fee,” the words “re-
' connax;sance permit fee or prospecting fee” shallbesnb-
- stitute _ _

(iii) for the words “prospecting licence or thining Yease™,
the words “roconnaissance permit, prospcctmg hccna: or
miniag lcase” shall be substitated;

(c) in sub—sectlon 4 for the words “prospecting
licence or mining lease”, the words *‘reconnaissance
permit, prospecting licence or mining lease” shall be

substituted; .
Amendment 16. In section 19 of the principal Act,—
of section 19 o
(a) for the words prospectmg lloencc ‘or mlmng
¢ - lease,” wherever they occur, the words “‘reconnaissance
permit, prospecting licence or mmxng lease” shall be
substituted;

(b) in the Explanation, fot the wotds “licepces or
leases,” the words “‘permits, licences or leases™ shall
be substituted.

Amendment 17. In section 21 of the princ'ipﬂ Act.'—?
of section 21. - ' _ '

(a) for sub—sccuon (1), the following sub-scchon shall
be substituted, namely :

“61) Whoever contravere the provrs}ons of sub-
section (1) or sub-section (IA) of section 4 shall be
punished with "imprisonment for a term which may
extend to two years, or with fine which may e.xtend to
tWenty-ﬁve thousand rupees, or with both.”

(b) for sub-section (4), the followmg sub-acﬁons shall -
> be substituted namely :=— .

“(4) Whenever any person ranses, transports or
causes to be raised or transported, without any lawful
authority, any mineral from any Jand, and, for that
purpose, uses any tool, equipment, vehicle or any other
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thing, such mineral, tool, equipment, vehicle or any
other thi

avthonty speoaally cmpowcrcd in

(4A) Any mmcral tool, eqmpment vehlc!c o7 any
other thing seized under sub-section (4), shall bz f{iable
to be confiscated by an order of the Court competend
to (ake coBnizance of the offence under sub-scctiva (1)
and’ shall be disposed of in" accordance with
directions of such Courv.”.

18 ~In _section 238 of thc prmcxpal Act,—

th}s behalf

" (l.) after the words *“authorised by the Certral Go-

vernment”, the words “or a Stste Government, as’
. the case may be,” shall bc inserted;

(b) after the words “in any place”, the wrds “or
vehicle” shall be inserted. :

19.. Alter section 238 of the principal Act, th: fo'lowmg
sechcm shal] be. mserted namely o

“23C. (1) The Statq Govcrnmcnt may, by noti-
fication in the @fficial Gazette, make rules for
preventing - illegal mining," transportat'on and

_storage of minerals and for tnc purposes connec-

“ted therewith.

(2) In particular and withoot prejudice to the

generality of the foregoing power, such ruies may
~ provide. for all or any ot the followmg JﬂitthS,
' ame‘y —

(a) establishment of check-posts for checking
of minerals under transit; _.

(b) establishment of weigh-bridges to measiure

the quantity of mineral being transported;

(c) regulation of mineral being transported.
from the area granted wunder ‘a prospecting
licence or. a mining lease or a Quarring iiceace

or a permit, in whatever name ihe permission to.

excavate minerals, has been given;

“(d) -inspection, chéckmg and search of ma:uerals.
at the place ot excavation or storave or dunng
transtt . \ _

(© mamtcnanoe of rcgnstets and forms for the
‘purposes of these iules;

Ag shalf" ‘e liable to be smzed by an officet "oc

the: -

Amend-
ment of
section 238.

Insertion
o_f New sec-
tion 23C.

Power of
State Go-
vernment °
to make
rules for
preventing
illegal
mtiiing,
transporta-
tion and
storage of
minerals.
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(f) the period within which and the authority
- t0 which applications for revigion“of any order

“ xpassed by any authority be preferred under any

w1 -rule made vader this section and the fees to be
paid therefor and powers of such authority for
disposing of auch appllcanons and

(g) any other matter whnch is rcqulred to be,
= -or may be, prescribed for the purpose of preven-
- .tion of mcgal minmg, transportatlon and storage

. of minerals.

’20

(b) in sub-ssction (2 ,- for‘ the’ worﬁs "‘Cc:ntr;ﬂ Go- :=

21,

) (a) m sub- sectxon (1), :

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in section
:-30, the Central Goverrment shall have no powsr te
‘revise any order passed by a State Goverrenent or
any of its authorised cfficers or any authorit undcr
the rulea mad. under sub—secuons (1) and (2).”

In scct:on 4 or the- prmc:pal Ac.t —4

(a) in subasccuon (l)— _

(5) for the words . “Central Govemmcnt)’ the
ment” shall be substituted;

(ii_) the words ‘““or special” shal‘l b'ev'bnlxét'te'd;

vernment”, the wor “Central. Govcrnmcnt or a
State Govermnent" shaﬂ be substituted. \

1a section 24A of th: principal Act,—

- N
T § .

- (i) fnr the words “prospectltg hccnce or mining
lease”, the words “reconnaissance permit, pros-

..pecting llcence or mxmng leasc" ‘shall be subs-
tituted ; o

LT oo L R
{i)) for ths words: *bolder of euch Ilicence
or lease”, the words “holder of such permit,
liceqice: or fease” shail be .substitutsds .’

(iii) for the words *such lease or licence

had been granted”, the words *‘such permit,

- lease -or Hcence hﬂd: bmq .granted”. .shal[ e
4 Sub!tlluud' a W wdt e L

. words “Central Government or a State Govcm-.

Ex —119/2000
R e

Amend-
ment of
section 24.
: 1 Lk

o fe
b

LS

I

B
e

/Amead- : .
‘ment. of
section: 24 A-

°
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(w) for the words: “pfoapecung ‘or mining

operatnons". the words ‘‘reconnaissance, pros-

':-.--pezl:lng or mmmg operahons" thall be substi-
tut _

(b) in sub-section( 2),—

- {i).for the words Prospccung hcenu or
mining lease”, the words. “recannaissance permit,
prospecting licence or mining - Jease” shall be
substituted;

_ (ii) for the words “‘such licence or fease”,
the words ‘““such permit, licance or lease™ shall
be substituted; _

(iii) for the words “mining or prospeciing
operations”, the words ‘“‘reconnaissance, mining or
prospecting operations® shall be substituted.

Amendment 22. In section 25 of the principal Act, in sub-s¢c-

of section
25.

tions (1) and (2), for the words “prospecting lic:nce of
mining lease”, whereves they occur, the words “reconoai-
ssance permit, prospecting licence or mining lease” shall
be substituted.

Amendment = 23. In section 31 of the princi\pa]" Act, for the

of section
31.

words ‘‘prospecting licence or mining - lease™, whercver
they occur, the words ‘“reconnaissance permit, prospec-
ting licence or mining lease’ shall he substituted.

Amendment 24. In the First Schedule to the principal Act,-

of First
Schedule.

(a) in Part B, for items 7 and 11, the following
items shall rcspcctlvely be substituted, namely :—

“#7. Titanium bearmg minerals and ores
(ilmenite, rutile and leucoxene).

11. Zirconium bcaung minerals and ores
.. including Zatoon P

(b) in Part C, item 8 shall be omtted




