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NOTIFICATION 

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FOREST 
NOIIFICATlO,,. 

l\cw Delhi, the 14,h FeblUary, 2000. 

S.O. 123 (E), the 14 February, 2000. Wae! ... the increasing ambient noise levels 
in public places from various sources, inler-alia, industnal activity, construction 
activity . generator sels., loud sp.�akel s public address system, music system, vehi .. 

• cular hor-ns and other mechalllcal devIces have deleterious etfccts On human 
health and the psycnologlcal well bemg of tho people; it is considered necess "y 
to regulate and CQutrol noise producmg and generating sources witn the objec .. 
tives of maintaining the ambient alI qual1ty st.w.daros in rCbpect of noise. 

• 

Whereas a draft "f Noise Pollution (Control and Regulation) Rules, 1999 
was publilhed under the Datil icatlUD of the (Jovernment of India in the Ministry 
of LDV!ronment and Forests vide nUmLer S.O. 528(E) dated the 28th June, 1999 
inviting objecuons and suggellolions truro all the persons likely to be affected 
thereby, telo!e the e'plf) 01 the penod oj sIXty days from the date on whicll 
the cop,es of tho Gazette COutalDlllg the said notification are made available ttl 
the pUbltC; 

And whereas copies of the said Gazette were made available to the public 
on the lst day of July, 1999. 

And whereas the objection. and suggestions received from the public in res­
pect of tne said drall rule' have oeen du,y conSIdered oy the Central Govern.nent, 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (ii) of sub-s.c­
tioD (2) ofseotion 3, sub-sectton (I) and clause (b) sub-section (2) of scctrOn 6 
and section 25 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (U of 1:186) read witll 
rule 5 of the EnvJtonment lPIOt�Ct10£l) Rules, 1�66. the Cenu:al Gov"Cilm.,at 
hereby makes ,n. foilowmg rules lor tne regulation and control of nOIse produ­
cing and generaung sources, namely ;-
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The Noise Pollution (Regniati.)n nnd Control) Rule, 200U. 

1. SHORT-TITLE AND COMMENCE'VlENT :-
• 

(1) These rules may be called the Noise Pollution (l�egulation and Control) 
Rules, 2000. 

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the 
Olflcial Gazette. 

2. Definitions :- In these rules. unless the context otherWIse requires,­

(a) "Act" means the Environn;ent (Protlction) Act. 1986 (29 of 1986)-

(b) '<art a/zone" means all areas which fall in either vf the four categories 
gIven in lhe S";l1cdule ai.HJcxed to these rules; 

(c) "aULllOrity" means any authority or officer autboflsed by the Central Go­
Ve[W"t:UL, or a::::. we t,;dSC IUdy be. Lhe S(dlC Gov:rndlent in accordance with 
the hl.w:; lD lOr�c and lllClud.:s a UIslClct MagI5t[a,,�, Police Com ",issioncr. 

01 all; o�.tler OUtcer desiguau:d for tne maintenance of the ambient air 
qua:ilY Md.udards In les�ct of nOise uad�r dlly ta.y for tae tun" ociag 

III lvH.:e. 

(d) "p�ISull" III relation to any factory or premises means a person Or 
o(,; ... upl�r ur hiS dgClll, wnu lidS cOJ..lLrul over tile fa..;tory or premises; 

(e) "Matt. Guvernment" 1ll relation to a Union territory means the Adminis-. 
trawf tul;;leUl aVJ:>V.Ill,eoJ Ui.loer a. tlcle 23.::1 of toe CouSllU[IOU. 

3. AmbIent aIr quality standard in respect of noise for different areas/zoncs ;­

(1) The amuieut air quality stJ.udards in respect of nOIse for differcnt areas/ 
zout::, slld.ll oe tilJCll as i::>P,;Clfl,;d Ul w" SCuedlJte ailn�Jf..:d to tneje ruh,s. 

(2) Ih� State Government may categ.oriLc the areas iJlto,i�dustrial, commer­
Cial, II;;Sl"t:l!lli:lJ or i::>l.t:il�t: dLC .... S/LVUc;,s lOr the purpese 01 lillpie.illCutauons of 
DVlse ,sli::tllO,d.US lor ldnelellL dltas. 

(3) Tne Mate Gvvernment sllaH take meaSures for abatement of noise inchi­
Ql""5 Ll.,lSC e.11!i::Illauug aU".l ve .... JCUldf u..lOV":.!.UCJ.1U aud e;J:ouro to at tae eXlstmg 

m ... .)c it;vcls 00 llOl t:..\C"�U tile diliOlCU[ au q..J..tlllj sLauuaiijs spo:cJricd uad�r 
tn,,:," 1 U.lCs. 
(4) All dt:.velopruent authorjti��. local bodies anj other �.l.>ncerncd authoritios 

WilHt: pl .... l.Jl1W5 ucvelOprnC:ll .. al aL:OVJlY uC c;urryLlg vut luuctlons rClat�llg ,0 
. tuWll al..l.u I..OUJlt�y p ... llUJllg ::;Ud..Ii Lake Into Cull;:,ld.ef.J.llOll �U asp:cts 01 llOise 

pu.uuuo.J as a YdCame.eI 01 qUdJlty OJ 11k to aYU.J.d nOIse mendCC and .to 
ac .... .u.::ve WI;; ObjeCL.tVC uf walllLdlilh.tg llle amoJen, all" '1 Udilty std..!lJ,uds In 
It:::;p ... q 0.1 nO.1i::>e. 
(5) An area comprising not less 
tlUua! lliSllLutJon anu COUrLS may 
pw t-0;:,e 01 tnt:ie ruks. 

than 100 metres around hospitals, educa­
be declared as silence area/zone for the 

• 
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AlII 4.· Rospoll'sibility as· to enforcement of noise POUuti0D Control mettsures:-

• 

• 

(I) .The noise levols in aoy area/zon" ,h··,11 not exceed tbe ambient ai r 
quality standards in respect of nOISe a. specified in the Schedule. 

- {2) The authorjty shall be responsible for the enforcement of noille pollution 
control measures and the due compliance of the ambient air quality ::olan .. 

danis in resp\!ct of noise. 

5. Restrictions on the use of loud .peaker/public address system;-

(I) A loud speaker or a public address system shall not be used except after 
obtaifling written permissJon from [he authority. 

(2) A loud speaker or a pu bli. addre.. system sball not be used at night 
(between 10:00 p.m. to 6 :00 a.m.) except in closed premises for commUQl ca­

!lOll wi�hint e.g. auditoria, conference rooms. community halls and banque$ 
halls. 

6. ConsequeoC4ls of any violation 1Il silence zonejarea s :-

Whoever, in any place covered under the silence zone/area commits any of 
the fOHowmg olfe:nc.:. he: ShaH be Habio penalty undo, tlle provisions of the Act:-

(i) Whoever. play any music or uses any sound amplifiers, 

(Ii) Wuoever, Ix:at a drum or tom-tom or blows a horn either musical 
or pn:a&lure:, ur trumpet ur beats or sounds any instruments, or 

liii) Whoever, exhibits any mImctic, musical or other performances of 
a llaturt:; to aLl..r",c� crowds. 

7. Complaints to bo made to tho authorlty;-

8. 

(I) A plrson may, is tile nOise level exceeds the ambient Q.oise standards by 
1U OJi(A) or mUll;; ilveu III lOt:; coIf<lspondmg columns apIns& any area/zonc. 

m"ke ill. ",ompuu..Ilt LO lne ilULnvoty. 

(2) The authority shall act on the . complaints and take action again.! the 
Vlolat!)r III accora&lce witn tne provlswns 01 these rules and any otaer law 
in force. 

Power to pIohibit etc. continuance of music sound or noise ;-

(I) If the authority is satisfied from tbe report of an �fficer incharge of a 
police slatlO.l.l or otaer InlOf.l.llatl.OJl feL:elV�u oy hIm tllat It is necessary to do 
so In on.lc;;( to pa:ve:nt ailnuyatiC�, disturbance, dlSCOJ;Ilfoft or Injury or risk 
of or tv any pefSO� W1i,? dw�u or OCCUl'Y pC\.Jperty on the . viciwty, h0 may, 
by a wrJttcn OH1�r Is,)ue slJ�a UIH:cUon prQDlOlt1ng, cOntrol11I1g or regulating. 

(a) the incidence or continuance in or upon any premises of­

(i) any vo.a) or instrUmontal music. 
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(ii) sounds caused by playing. beating. clashing. blowing or use in • 
any manner whatsoever of any instrument including loudspeakers. 
public address systems. applian.:::e or apparatui or con.travence which 
IS capable of producing 01' re-prOducing sound, or 

(b) the carrying all in or UPO;), any premises of any trade, avecation 
Of optration or process Jesulting in or attended Wilh noise. 

(2) Th. authority empowered under sub- rule (I) may. eitber on its OWII 
mol ion, or on the application or any person aggrieved by an order made 
under sub-ruie (I). either rescind. modify or alter any such order: 

Provided that before any such application is disposed of. the said autbority 
shall afford to tbe applicant an apportunity of appearing before it eilbe. in per-
50n or by a person representing him and showing cause against the order and 
'ball. if it rejects any such application either wholly or in pan, RCOrd its 
reawns for such rejecLion. 

Area 
Code 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

Note :-

SCHEDULE 

(see rule 3(1) and 4(1) 

Ambient Air Quality Standards in respect of Nois. 

------

Category of Area/Zoue Limits in 8(A) Leg • 

Day Time Night Tim. 

---- ------- ---

Industrial area 75 70 

Commercial area 65 55 

Residential area 55 4S 

Silence Zone 50 40 

-- -

1. Da y tim. shall mean from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

2. Night time shall mean from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 

3. Silence zone is defined as an area comprising not less than 100 

• 

• 
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metres around hospitals, educational institutions and courts. The silence 
zones are zones which are declared as such by the competenl 
authority. 

4. Mixed categories of arcas may b. declared as on. of the four 
abovementioned categories by the competent authority. 

*dE(A) Leg denotes the time weighted averag> of the level of sound 
in decibels On scale A wjich ii relatable to humlD hearings 

A udecibel" is a unit in which noise is measured. 

"A", in dE(A) Leg, cenotes the frequency weighing in the mesurement 
of noise tnd ccrresJ:or.ds to frequency response characteristics of the 
human ear. 

Leg : It is an energy mean of the noise level over a specified period. 

(F.No.Q.110l2/1/96-CPA) 
VlJAI SHARMA, JI.Secy . 
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