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NOTIFICATION

No.H.12017/55/99-LJD/Pt. the 8th October, 2002. The following Act of Parlia­
ment is hereby published for general information

RiLalthazuala,
Deputy Secretary to the Gave of Mizoram.

THE INTER-STATE WATER DISPUTES (AMENDMENT) ACT. 2002

AN
ACT

further to amend the inter-State Water Dis­
putes Act, 1956.

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-third
Year of the Republic of India as fo llowst-c-

I. (II This Act may be called the Inter-State
Water Disputes (Amendment) Act, 2002.

(2) It shall come into force On such date a' the
Central Government may, by notification In the
Official Gazette, appoint.

33 of 1956. 2. In section I of the Inter-State Water Disputes Amend-
Act, 1956 thereinafter referred to as the principal Act), ment of
in sub-section (1). for the words "Inter-State", the section 1.
words "Inter-State River" shall be substituted.

•
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Amendment
of section 4.

•

3. In section 4 of the principal Act,-

(a) for sub-section (l ), the following sub-section
shall be substituted, namely:-

"0) When any request under section 3 is re­
ceived from any State Government in respect of any
water dispute and the Central Government is of
opinion that the water dispute cannot be settled
by negotiations, the Central Government shall,
within a period not exceeding one year from the
date of receipt of such request, by notification in
the Official Gazette, constitute a Water Disputes
Tribunal for the adjudication of the wat-r dispute:

Provided that any dispute settled by a Tribu­
nal before the commencement of the Inter-State
Water Disputes (Amendment) Act, 2002 shall not
be re-opened.";

(b) for sub-section (3), the following sub-section
shall be substituted, namely:-

"(31 The Central Government may, in consul­
tation with the Tribunal, appoint two or more
persons as assessors to advise the Tribunal in the
proceedings before it.".

Amendment 4. In section 5 of tbe principal Act, for sub-sec­
of section 5. tions (2) and (3), the following sub-sections shall be

substituted, namely:-

"(2) The Tribunal shall investigate the matters re­
ferred to it and forward to the Central Govern­
ment a report setting out the facts as found by it
and giving its decision on the matters referred to
it within a peri od of three years:

Provided that if the decision cannot be given
for unavoidable reasons, within a period of three
years, the Central Government may extend the pe­
riod for a further period not exceeding two years.

(3) If upon consideration of tbe decision of the
Tribunal, the Central Government or any State
Government is of opinion that anything therein
contained requires explanation or that guidance is
needed upon any point not originally referred to
the Tribunal, the Central Government or the State
Government, as the case may be, within three
months from the date of the decision. again refer
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Amendment
of section
6.

Amendment
of section
9.

the matterfo-theTribunal !ifa.r. further. considera- .
, tinn, and cn sucn..refereaces t1:ie':.fribun::tl 'may, for..
ward to the Central Govemment'afurther- .report
within one year from the date of suc~, reference
giving such cxplanatron ,or" guidance-as 11. deems fit
and in such-acasec-the -deoisio» of the. Tribunal
shall be deemed 'to be modified-accordingly: ,

Provided that 'the _period of, ,one year \\'ii hin
which the Tribunal may' for""'rd· its report "to the
Central Government may be-extended by the Cen­
tral Government, for such further period as it consi..
ders necessary.".

5. Section 6 of the principal Act shall be renum­
bered as sub-section (I) thereof and after sub-section

{l , as so renumbered, the following sub-section shall
be inserted, namely;-

"'2) The decision cf the Tribunal, after its publi­
cation in the Official Gazette by the Central Go­
vernment under sub-section (1), shall have the same
force as an order or decree of the Supreme Court.".

6. In section 9 of the principal Act. iu sub-section
(I \, after clause ,b), the following clause shall be in­
serted, namely:-

"(ba) requisitioning of any data, as may be re­
quired by it;".

Insertion of
new section
9A.

7. After section 9 of the principal Act,
lowing section shall be inserted. namely:-

the fol-

Maintenance
of data bank
and informa­
tion.

"9A. 0) The Central Government shall maintain a
data bank and information system at the national
level for each river basin which shall include data
regarding water resources, land, agriculture, and
matters relating thereto, as the Central Govern­
ment may prescribe from time to time. The State
Goverument shall supply the data to the Central
Government cr to an agency appointed by the
Central Government tor the purpose, as and when
required.

(21 The Central GOvernment shall have power> to
verify the data supplied by the State Government,
andappoint -any-pertotl:-or-p¢rs"Ofls":,for the purpose­
aMtak~ suc~ nie3llUtWifS.ititttr' <iOtisider necessary.
1 he person or"fM'!Il'WS1) '1I1Jjroititl!ll!hall have the
powers to summon such records ana informatioD
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froln the concerned St.le Government a. are con­
sidered aecessa~ todiscbarac their- functions un·
der this ecerioll. '.

8. In section 13 of the principal Act, ill sub-sec­
tion (2), for clause (e), the following clause shall be
substituted. namely:-

"(e) the terms and conditions of service of
officers and assessors of the Tribunal;".
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Amend­
ment of
section 13.


