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NOTIFICATION

R.Lalthazuab,
Deputy Secretary to the Govt. or Mizoram.

1. This Act may be called the Legal Services Au- Short title.
thorities (Amendment) Act, 2002.

No.H.120l7/55/99-LJD/Pt, the 8th October, 2002. The fol]{w\"jn~ A;,: [ or Parli a
merit is hereby published for general information.

Amend
ment iJf

section 11:\.

further to amend the Legal Services Authorities Act, 19;'F.

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-third Year
or the Republic of India as follows:-

THE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITIES (ATvIENDf\lENT) ACT, 2002

AN
ACT

3. In section 22 of the principal Act, fo!' the Amend
words "Lok Adalat", wherever they occur, the words ruent (If
"Lok Adalat or Permanent Lok Adalat" shall be sub- section 22.
stituted.

39 or 1987. 2. In the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987
(hereinafter referred to DS the principal Act), ill section
llA, in sub-section (2), in clause (a), for the we-ds
"senior Civil Judge", the words "senior-most Judicial
Officer" shall be substituted.
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4.
lo\\-ing

2

After Chapter VT of the principal Act,
Chapter shall be inserted. namely :-

the fo1- I nscrtion
of Hew
Chapter
VIA.

PRE-LiTIGATION CONCILIATION AND SETTI L\1ENT

1: ~'1d'ii.~n-l'rt;

of Permanent
LuI- Adalatv.

CHAPTER-VI A

22A, In this Chapter and for the pUI'pOSCS of Definitions.
sections 22 and 23, unless the context otherwise
requircsv->

(a) "Permanent Lok Adalat" means a Permanent
Lok Adalat established under sub-section (1) of
section 22B: ~

(h) "public utility service" means 3ny--

(i) transport service for the carrl;:g:; of
passengers or goods by air, road or w;lLr: Or

(ii} postal, telegraph or telcphonc scrvicc: or

(iii) supp.y or power, light or water to the
public by any estublishment ; or

(ivr system of public conservancy 01 am
tation: or

(v) service lJ1 hospital or dispensnrv: ( r

(vi) insur.ince service,

and inc ludcs any service which the CC11(;11
Government or the State Governmcnt u, thc
C,lSC may be, may, in the public intcrc-.r . by
notification. declare to be a public t,! ilitv
service for - the purposes of th's Chapter.

22B. (l ) Norv ithstsnd ir g anything (,1)" I,! n-ed
In section 19, the Central Authority or, ,IS the cusc
mav be, evcrv State Authoritv shall, bv no.ificntion,
cst,lbjjs{l PCfll",anent Lok Adalats at - such pi Ices
and lor exercising such jurisdiction in rexpect of
one or more public utility services and 1"01" such
areas us may be specified in the notification

0) "(-,vcr) Permanent Lok Adalat '>;1;' hi-l-ed
for all -rrca notified under sub- section (1) hall
consist or ~
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C.\)2"niZ<111C~0 of
cases by
Permanent
Lok Adal rt.

(a) a person who is, or has been•.a district
judge or additional district judge or has held judi
cial office higher in rank than that of a district
judge, shall be the Chairman of the Permanent
Lok Adalat: and

(b) two other persons having adequate expe
ricnce in public utility service to be nominated by
the Central Government or, as the case may be,
the State Government on the recommendation of
the Central Authoritv or, as the case may be, the
State Authority, .

appointed by the Central Authority or, as the case
may be, the State Authority. establishing such Per
moment Lok Adalrt and the other terms and con
ditions of the appointment of the Chairman and
other p.;r501S referred to in clause (b) shalt be such
as III -Iy be prescribed by th e Central G jvernmeat.

nc. (I) Any party to a dispute m1Y, before
the dispute is brought before any court, m tke an
application L) th a Permanent Lok Ad.tlat for til:
settlement of dispute:

Provide I that the Pcrm.ment Lo'; Adal.u shal l
not have jurisdiction in respect of any m ntor rcla
ring to all offence not co.upoundible under any
law:

Provided further that the Pcrm tncn t Lok Adi
bt S11111 also not have jurisdictlon in the matter
where the value of th a PrD/~~ty in dispute excce.I«
ten lukh rupees:

Provided also that the Central Government
mav, by notification, increase the limit of ten Jakh
rupees specified in the second proviso in consulta
tion with the Central Authority.

(2) After an application is made under sub
section (1) to the Permanent Lok Adn lat, no party
to that application shall invoke jurisdiction or any
court in the same dispute.

(3) Where an application is made to a Per
ruaneut Lok Adalnt under sub-section (1), it-

(a) shall direct each party to the npplication
to file before it a written statement, stating therein
the LIClS end nature of dispute under the appli(",-~
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tiou, points or issues in such dispute an.i err.unds
relied til support of, or in opposition to. :""e!i
points Of issues, as the case n-ay be, an.I :-';,I(.:h
party may supplement such statement with ~l:;Y do 
curnent and othor tevidence which such p;iI:Ly dcrrns
appropriate in proof of such LJCt~, and El'c",ncb
and shall seud a copy or such statement 10:,,': thvr
with a copy of such document and other cvideucc,
if any,to cnch e,f the patties to the app iic., t\(,· .:

(b) may require any party to the applj,~", ton
to file additional statement before it fit aliI .l~C

of the conciliation proceedings;

(c) shall communicate any document C:' s.ntc
merit received by it from any party to the ~~!\;~i ca
don to the other party, to enable such other r ntv
to present rcply thereto.

(4) When statement, addi tiona l sta tcm.:»t and
reply, if nnv, have been filed under sub-scctiou (3),
to the satisfaction of the Permanent Lo;:~.\ (: :LH,
it shall conduct conciliation procccdi,lPS' '':''-::1

the parties to the application in such m.iuncr -; it
thinks appropriate taking into account ~) ': s: -. .nu
stances of the dispute.

(5) The Permanent Lok Adalat sh:\\I, (' nn1,
conduct of conci lintion proceedings unde i -n
lion (4), assist the parties in their attempt 1(:

an amicable settlement of rhe dispute in J

pendent and impartial manner.

(6) It shall be the duty, of every I' __,llj
application to cooperate in good faith \\\ri'

Permanent Lok Ada iat in conciliation of t"
pute relating to the npplicution and to cc r"r ':\
the direction of the Permanent Lok Adnlut
duce evidence and other related documr r".

t :1,:
the

d is
with
('ro-
"J ,,' rc

(7) When a Permanent Lok Adelar, 11" the
aforesaid conciliation proceedings, is of op;:jj" that
there exist elements or settlemcn t ill such -rocce
dings which m<IY be acceptable to the p.u ;(,~;, it
may formulate the terms of a possible scuencnr
of the dispute and give 10 the parties (,'01'<:-:', ..cd
for their observations and til case the panic-, ;'C[IC!1

at an agreement on the settlement of the dispute,
they shall sign the settlement agreement and' the'
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5 of 1908.
I of 1872.

Permanent Lok Adalat shall pass an award in
terms thereot and. furnish a copy of the same to
each or the parties concerned ..

(8) Where the parties fail to reach at an ag
reement under sub-section (7), the Permanent Lok
Adalat shall, if the dispute does not relate to any
offence, decide the dispute.

22D. The Permanent Lok Adalat shall, while Procedure
conducting conciliation proceedings or deciding a of Perma..
dispute un meru under this Act, be guided by the nent Lok
principles of natural justice, objectivity, fair play, Adalat,
equity and other principles of justice, and shall
not be bound by the Code of Civil Procedure,
1908 and the Indian Evidence Act, 1872.

22£. (I) Every award of the Permanent Lok Award of
Adalat under thts Act made euner on merit or in Permanent
terms of a settlement agreement shall he final and Lok Ada
binumg on aJJ the parties thereto and 00 persons lat to be
claiming under tnem. final.

(2) Every award of the Permanent Lok Adalat
under ttus Act shaJJ be deemed to be a decree of
a crvit CDUIt.

(3) The award made by the Permanent Lok
Adalat under trua Act shaJJ be by a majority of
the persons cousutuung the Permanent Lo.k. Adalat,

(4) Every award made hy the Permanent Lok
Adalat under ttns Act shall be final and shall not
be called 1Q quesuou in any OrigInal suit, applica
tion or execuuon proceeuiug.

(5) The Permanent Lok Adalat may transmit
any aware made by U to a CIVIl COurt having local
[unscicuon anu sucn CJvH court shalt execute the
order as it It were a decree made by that court.'.

AmeUm~nt· S...-In section 23 of the prin<;jPa1 Act, f,! the
of section words members 01 the Lok Adalats , tlje Words. memo
23 bers ot the Lok Acarats OJ the persons consUtutJras:

. Permanent LuI< Au.lats" shall be sUbsllluLed•.
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Amendmeat . 6. In section 27 of the principal Act, in sub-sec
of section 27.tion (2), after clause (I), the following clause shall be

inserted, namely:-

"(la) the other terms and conditions of
appointment of the Chairman and other persons
under sub-section (2 ) of section 22B;".
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