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NOTIFICATION

No H.12017/55/99-LID/Pt, the 8th October, 2002. The following Act of Purlia-
ment is hereby published tor general information.

. Lalthazuala, '
¥ Deputy Secretary to the Gove. ol Mizoram.
THE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2002

AN
ACT

further to amend the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987

Be it cnacted by Parliament in the F‘ifty—lhird Year
of the Republic of India as follows: --

L This Act may be called the Legal Services Au- Short title.
thorities (Amendment) Act, 2002.

39 of 1987, 2. In the Legal Services Authorities  Act, 1987 Amend-
{hereinalter referred to as the principal Act), in section ment of
. 1A, in sub-section (2), in clause (a), for the words section 11A.

“sentor Civil Judge”, the words “senior-most Judicial
Officer” shall be substituted.

3. In sccion 22 of the principal Act, for the Amend-
words “Lok Adalat”, wherever they occur, the words ment of
“Lok Adalat or Permanent Lok Adalat” shall be sub- section 22.
stituted.
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A After Chapter VI of the principal Act, the fol- Insertion
fowing Chapter shall be inscrted, namely :— of new

Chapter
VIA.

CHAPTER-VI A
PRE-LITIGATION CONCILIATION AND SETTLLMENT

22A. In thts Chapter and for the purposcs of  Deliaitions.
sections 22 and 23, unfess the contexi otherwisa
requires,—

{a) “Permanent Lok Adalat” means a Permunent
Lok Adalat established under sub-section (1) of
section 22B: -

{by “public utility service™ means any-——

(1} transport service for the carrizee of
passengers or goods by air, road or watee: or

(11} postul, telegraph or telephone service; or

(it1y suppiy of power, light or water to the
public by any establishment; or

{(iv} systemy of public conservancy or <ani-
tation; or :

{v) service in hospttal or dispensary: v
(vi} inSurance service,

and includes anv service which the Centeal
Giovernment or the State Goverument os ihe
case may be, may, in the public tateresr. by
netilication, declere to be a public  wility
service for the purposes of this Chapter.

Eeteblismaent 22B. (1) Notwithstandirg anything corteined
of Permanemt in section 19, the Central Authority or, us the cuse
Lok Adulats. may be, every State Authority shall, by nouflicarion,

cstabiish Permanent Lok Adalats at suech  iaces
and. lor exercising such Jurisdiction mn respect of
one or more public utility services and for such
areas as may be specified in the notification.

(2) BEvery Permanent Lok Adalat costobished
for an  «rea notified vnder  subh-section (1) -hall
consisy of — .
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. (3) a person who is, or has been, a district
Judge or additional district judge or has held judi-
cial office higher in rank than that of a district

Y Judge , shall be the Chairman of the Permanent
Lok Adalat; and

(b) two other parsons having adequate exp:-
ricnce in public utility service to be mominated by
the Central Government or, as the case may be,
the State Government on the recommendation of
the Central Authority or, as the cass may be, the
State Authority,

appointed by the Central Authority or, as the cass
may bz, the State Authority, establishing such Per-
manent Lok Adalat and thz other terms and con-
ditions of the appointmeat of the Chairman and
other persons referred to in clauss (b) shall bz such
as miy be prescribed by th: Central Goveramsat.

Clognizanss of 22C. (1) Any party to a dispute may, before
cas2s by the disputs ts brought befors anv court, mike an
Permmanent application to th: Permanent Lok  Adalat for the
Lok Adalat. saitlement of dispute:

Provided that the Permanent Lok Adalat shall
not have jurtsdiction in respzct of any matter rela-
ting to an offence not compoundible uader any
Inw;

Provided [uciher that the Permanent Lok Ada-
fat shall also not have jurisdiction in the matter
wasee the valuz of the propeety in dispute exceelds
ten lakh rupees:

Provided also that the Central Government
may, by notilication, increase the limit of ten lakh
rupees spectited tn the second proviso in consulia-
tion with th2 Central Authority.

(2} After an application is made under sub-

section (1) to th: Permanent Lok Adalat, no party

i to that application shall invoke jurisdiction o! any
court ta the same dispute. :

(3) Where an application is made to a Per-
manent Lok Adalat uader sub-section (1}, it —

{a) shall direct each party to the application
to filz betore it a written Statement, stating therein
the facts and nature of dispute under the applica-
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it any, to eacli ¢f the parties to the apphoativ;

tion, points or issues in such dispute and grounds
relicd it support of, or in opposition ic. xuch

points or issues, as the case jray be, and sueh

‘party ‘may supplement such statement with - ary do-

cument and other evidence which such party decins
appropriate In proof of such: facty and grovuds
and shall send a copy of such statement I
with a copy ef such document and other evid

“(b) may require any. party to the - applic Sion
to file additional statemeat before 1t At anv cage
of the conciliation proceedings; S

(¢) shall communicate any document or siute-
ment received by it from any party to the applica-
tion to tbe other party, to enable such other rarty
to present reply thereto. '

(4) " When statement, additional staternont and
reply, it any, have been iiled under subi-scuiion (3),
10 the satisfaction of the Permanent Lok >dnlar,
it shall conduct conciliation proceedings eticen
the parties to the application in such mauner os it
thinks appropriate taking into account the cincims
stances of the dispute.

(5) Thke Permanent Lok Adalat shull, during
conduct of concilintion proceedings wrder s seo-
tion (4), assist the porties in their attempi 1o ouch
an amicable settlement of rhe dispete in an iqde-
pendent and impartizt manner.

AN

(6) it shall be the duiy of cvery purly & the
application to cooperate in gocd Tfaith wrh the
Permanent Lok Adalat in conciliation of t7y dis-
pute relating to the applicatior znd to conpty with
the direction of the Permanent Lok Adualut "o pro-
duce evidence ard other related documents f-fore

(7) When a Permanent Lok Adalat
aforesaid conciliation nrocecdings, 1s of opin
there exist elements of settlement m  such ;
dings which may be acceptable to the paries. it
may formulate the terms of a possible setilement
of the dispute and give to the parties conceried
for their observations and in case the partizs reach
at an agreement on the settlement of the ¢wpute,
they shall sign the settlement agreement and the
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--.. Permanert Lok Adalat shall pass an award in
v .. .. ‘terms thereot and . furnish a copy of the same to
' ' each of the parties concerned.. o

. (8) Where the parties fail to reach at an ag-
-reement under sub-section (7), the Permanent Lok
Adalat shall, if the dispute does not relate to any
offence, decide the dispute. ' )

22D. The Permanent Lok Adalat shall, while Procedure
conducting conciliation proceedings or deciding a  of Perma-
dispute un merit under this Act, be guided by the nent Lok
5 of 1908. principles of natural justice, objectivity, fair play, Adalat.
1 of 1872. equity and other principles of justice, and shall
not be bound by the Code of Civil Procedure,
1908 and the Indian Evidence Act, 1872.

22E. (1) Every award of the Permanent Lok Award of

Adalat under this Act made either on merit or in Permanent

terms of a settlement agreemeat shall be final and Lok Ada-

> binding on all the parues thereto and on persons lat to be
cialming under them. final.

(2) Every award of the Permanent Lok Adalat
under this Act shall be deemed to be a decree of
a «<ivil court.

(3) The award made by the Permanent Lok
Adalat under tnis Act shall be by a majority of
the persons consututing the Permanent Lok Adalat.

(4) Every award made by the Permanent Lok
Adalat unde: this Act shall be final and shall pot
be called 10 question in any original suit, appuca-
tion Or execulivn proceeding.

(5) The Permanent Lok Adalat may transmit
any award made by W to a civil court having local
junisdiciion anu such civil court shail eXxecute the
order as if It weie 4 decree made by that court.’.

~"Ameadment 5. 'In section 23 of the principal Act, for the = - - -
éif sggo n words “members of the Lok Adalats”, 'fge words “mem-
23, bers ot the Lok Adulats or the persdns constituting
Permanent Lok Adalaws” shall be subspiiuied.
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Amendment . 6. In section 27 of the principal Act, in sub-sece
of section 27.tion (2), after clause (1), the following clause shall be ~
inserted, namely: -

“(la) the other terms and conditions of
appointment of the Chairman and other persons

under sub-section (2 ) cf section 22B;".
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