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NOTIFICA TION 

• No. H. 12011/55/2003-LJD/15, the 25th July, 2003. The following General 
Acts are hereby published for general information. 

R. Lalth.zuala, 
Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of Mizoram, 

La.w and Judicial Department. 

THE FREEDOM OF : INFORMATION ACT, 2002. 

AN 
ACT 

, .  ' .' . ,i,' 
to provide for freedom tQevery ,.citi�n. Jp secure 
access to information under the control of public au· 
thorities. cOtl$isu:nt,wiW- ,pvblie J,ntercst, ,in order to 
promote openness, tr�nsp�renqy :and acw,uDtability in 
administration and in relation to matters connected 
tJu.uc;wi1)lt QIlincideJl.tal t:heretu. " ' , 

'> ; �.}. ., ' � J � ,i I • _. <.: , ( _ ' .  f: . �. 

It is el14c.te4!'h¥�ParliaJ;1lent.i'" the Fift�jr.ctYear of 
Republic of India as follows;-

' 
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CHAPTER I 

PRELIMINARY 

1. (I) This Act may be called the Freedom of In� Short title, 
formation Act, 2002 extent an d 

comm ence
ment. 

(2) It extends to the whole of India except the State 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the 
Central Government may, by notification- in the Offi
cial Gazette, - appo int . 

Definitions 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise reqUlres,

(a) "appropriate Government" means in relation to 
a public authority established, constituted, owned, 
substantially financed by funds provided directly 
or indirectly or controlled-

(i) by the Central Government, the Central 
Government; 

(ii) by the State Government, the State 
Government; 

(iii) by the Union territory, the Central 
Government; 

(b) "competent authority" means-

(i) the Speaker in the case of the House of 
the People or the Legislative Assembly and 
the Chairman in the case of the Council of 
States or the Legislative Council; 

(ii) the Chief Justice of India in the case of 
t he Supreme Court; 

(iii) the Chief Justice of the High Court ill 
the case of a High Court; 

(iv) the President or the Governor, as tho 
case may be, in the case of other authorities 

.. created .. by or under the Constitution; . 

(v) the administrator appointed under article 
239 of the Constitution; 

• 
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(c) "freedom of information" means the right to 
obtain information from any public authority by 
means of.--

(i) inspection, taking of extracts and notes; 

(ii) certified copies of any records of such 
public authority; 

(iii) diskettes, floppies or in any other elec
tronic mode or through print-outs where such 
information is stored in a computer or in 
any other device; 

(d) "information" means any material in any form. 
relating to the administration, operations or de
cisions of a public authority; 

(e) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made 
under this Act by the appropriate Government or 
the competent authority, as the case may be; 

. (f) "public authority" means any authority or 
body established or constituted,- , 

(i) by or under the Constitution; 

(ii) . by any law made by the appropriate 
Government, 

and includes any other body owned, controlled 
or substantially financed by funds provided direc
tly or indirectly by the appropriate Government; 

(g) "Public Information Officer" means the Public 
Information Officer appointed under sub-section 
(I) of section 5; 

(h� "reeord" includcs-

(i) any document, manuscript and file; 

(il) any microfilm, . microfiche and facsimile 
copy of a,document; . .  ' ' . , . 

(iii) any reproduction of image· of images 
e�bodied in sucbmicro.f!lm., (whether ,enlarged 
,�r not); "nd-/ , . 

. . .... � . .  

tiv) any� otlitt inateriaJ'pf.oduccdby a com
puter or by any other device; 
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(j) "third party" means a person other than the 
person making· a· request for information and 
jncludes a public authority. 

CHAPTER II 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND OBLIGATIONS OF PUBLIC 
AUTHORITIES 

3. Sul;>ject to the provisions o f  this .Act, all citizens Freedom of 
shall have freedom of informatIOn. information 

4. Everv pub1ic authority shall- Ob l igations 
. (a) -maintain all. iJs reconis, in such manner and on public 

form as is consistent. with its operational rcqui- authorities. 
t'ements duly cat�logued and indexed; 

(b) publish at such intervals as may be pres
cribed by the appropriate Government or com
petent authority,-

(i) the partic.ulars of its organisat i o n s  and 
dutie s; .. 

(ii) the powers and duties o f  its. officc�rs and 
employees and the procedure· followed by 
them in the decision making process; 

(iii) the norms set by the pu blic authority 
for the d�scharge of its functions; 

(iv) rules , regulations, instructions, manuals 
. and other categories .. of ·records under its 

control used by its employees for discharging 
its functions; .• 

(v) the details of facilities available to citizens 
for obtaining information; and 

(vi) the name, designation and- other pai'ticu
la� pf the Public Informatio n .. 'officer; , t .' 

(c) ,publish all .relevan,t facts conce;rning im
portant decisions and. pO.Jipies th.at affect the 
pu�li� while announciilgsuch decisions and. 

- polIcIes i:· . : . .. . . . . . 

. (d) 'give re'aso�s for its' deCisioris, whether 
administrative or quasi-judicial to those 
.8.ffeJCte(j. . by ;suep . dt;�isio.J;la: ;,:.\ 

• 
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(e) before initiating any project, publish or 
communicate to the public generally- or to the 
persons affected or likely to be affected by 
the project in particular, the facts available 
to it or to which it has reasonable access 
which in its opinion should be known to 
them in the best interests of natural 
justice and promotion of democratic principles. 

(l) Every public authority shall for the _pur- Appointment 
poses of this Act, appoint o ne or mnre officers of Public 
as Public Information Officers. Information 

Officers. 
(2) Every Public Information Officer shall deal 
WIth requests for information and shall render 
reasonable assistance to any person seeking 
such information. 

(3) The Public Information Officer may seek the 
assistance of any other officer as he considers 
necessa ry for the proper discharge of his d uties . 

(4) Any officer whose assistance has been sought 
under sub-section (3), shall render all assistance 
to the Public Information Officer seeking his 
assistance. 

6. A person desirous of obtaining information Request for 
shall make a rcquest in writing or through obtaining 
electronic means, to the concerned Public Infor- Information. 
mation Officer specifying the particulars of the 
information sought by him : 

Provided that where such request -cannot 
be made in writing, t he Public Information Officer 
shall render all reasonable assistance to the per
son making the request orally to reduce it in 
writing. 

7. (I) On receipt of a request under section 6, the Disposal of 
Public Information Officer shall, as expeditiously requests. 
as possible, and in any case within thirty days 
of the receipt of the request, either provide the 
information requested on payment of such . fee as 
may be prescribed or reject the request for any 
of the reasons specified in sections 8 and 9: 

Provided that where the infOllDation sought for 
concerns the life. and liberty of aptrso�J the same 
should be provided within fort)* ; eight hours ,of the 
Teceipt of tbe request: 
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Exemption 
from dis
closure of 
information. 

Provided further that where it is dec ide d to pro
vide the information on p3yment of any fun!":,;;r. fee 
representing the cost of provid ing the infolTml!l�n, 
11c shall send an idim'ltion to t ': p.: rso') r hug 
the request, giving t he details of the f�es det,-�; "lined 
by him, requesting him to deposit the fees, ;':ld t�e 
perioJ intervening b:t\V'�cn th.' despatch OJ L'� saId 
intimation and payment of fees shall be i;'X iuded 
for the purpose: of calc ulati n g the peri(�d ;i thirty 
days refdred to abow. 

(2) Before taking any decision under sub-.�c�ion 
(l), the Public Information Officer shall t, ::,(; mto 
consideration the representation made 1): " third 
party under section 11. 

(3) Where a request is reje cted under sub-"cction 
(2), the Public Information Officer shall communi
cate to the person making request,-

(i) the reasons for such rejectio n; 

(ii) the period \vithin which an appea 1 against 
such rejections may be preferred: 

(iii) the particulars of the appe lla te a uth olity. 

(4) Information shall ordinarily be provided in 
the form in which it is SOU!!ht unless it would dis
proportionately divert the resources of the public 
authority or would be detrimental to the safety or 
preservation of the record in question. 

8. (1) Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore con
tained, the following information not being infor
mation relating to any matter referred to in sub
section (2), shall be exempted from disclosure, 
namely: -

(a) information, the disclosure of which wuuld 
prejudicially affect the sovereignty and integrity 
of India, security of the State, strategic, scientific 
or economic interest of India or conduct of inter
national relations; 

(b) information, the disclosure of which would 
prejudicially affect public safetv and order, detec
'tion and investigation of an offence or which may 
Jead to an incitement t o · commit ·an offence or 
prejudicially affect fair trial or adjudication of a 
pending case; 

• 
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(c) information, the disclosure of which would 
prejudicially affect the conduct of Centre-'State 
relations. including information , exchanged in 
conficence between the Central and State Govern
ments or any of their authorities or agencies; 

(d) Cabinet papers including records of delibera
tions of the Council of MinisteB, Secretaries and 
other officers; 

(el minutes or records of advice including legal 
advice, opinions or recommendations made by 
any officer of a public authority during the deci
sion making process prior to the executive deci
sion or policy formulation; 

(f) trade or commercial secrets protected by law 
or information, the disclosure of which would 
prejudicially affect the legitimate economic and 
commercial interests or the c)mp�titive position 
of a public.: authority; or would cause unfair gain 
Or loss to any person; and 

(g) information, the disclosure of which may reo 
suIt in the breach of privileges of Parliament or 
the Legislature of a State, or contravention of a 
lawful order of a court. 

' 

(2) Subject to the provi5ions of clause (a) of 
sub-s�ction (1), any information rdating to any 
occurrence, event or matter which ha., taken place 
occurred or happened tw�nty - five years befor e 
the date on which any r equest i., made under 
section 6 shall be provided t o  any person making 
a request under that section: 

Provided that where any qu estion arises as to 
'the date f rom which the said period of twenty-five 
years has to be computed, the oecision of the Central 
Government shall be final. 

9. Without prejudice to the provisions of section 8, Grou nds for 
a:- Public Information Officer may reject > a re- r efusal to 
quest for information also where such tequest- access in 

certain cases. 
(a) is too general in nature. or is of such a 

nature that, having regard to the volume of 
information required to be- retrieved o:r processed 
would involve unreasornible divcrsi-01l EH th.e re
sources Of a public.> au.horfty or wou·kl. adversely 
interfere with the functioning of such authority: 
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Provided that where such request is rejected 
on the ground that the request is too general, it 
would be the duty of the Public lnformation 
Officer to render help as far as possible to the 
person making request to reframe his request in 
such a manner as may facilitate compliance with it; 

(b) relates to information that is required bv 
Jaw, rules, regulations or orders to be published 
at a particular time and such inform:;1.ti(;n is 
likely to be so published within thirty day�: of the 
receipt of such request; 

(c) relates to information that is contained if:. pub
lished material available to public ; or 

(d) relates to information which would cause 
unwarranted invasion of the privacy of any p1"rson. 

10. (1) If a request for acceSs to information is re- Sevcrabi
jected on the ground that it i s  in rclat;on to lity. 
information which is exempted from disclosure. 
then notwithstanding anything contained ;n this 
Act, access may be given to that part () " the 
record which does not obtain any jnformation 
that is exempted from disclosure u'nder this Act 
and which can reasonably be severed from any 
part that contains exempted i nformation. 

(2) Where access is granted to part of the re
cord in accordance with sub-section {1), the 
person making the request shall be infoi'r:led�-

(a) that only part of the record requested, after 
severance of the record containing information 
which is exempted from disclosure, is being fur
nished; and 

(b) of the provisions of the Act under which. the 
severed part is exempted from disclosure , 

11. (1) Where a public authority intends to disclose Third pad)' 
any information or record, or part thereof, on a informa
request made under this Act which relates to, or ti01Dl. 
has been supplied 'by a third party and has been 
treated as confidential by that third party, the 
Public Information Officer shall, within twenty-
five days from the receipt of a request, give 
written notice to such third party of the request 
and of the fact that the public authority intends t. 
disclose the informatioll' or record, or part theroof; , 

• 
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Provided that except in the case of trade 
or commercial secrets protected by Jaw, disclosure 
;may be allowed if the public interest ill disclo
sure outweighs in importance any' possible ham 
or injury to the interests of suc.h third party. 

(2) Where a notice is given by the Public Infor
mation Officer under sub-section (1) to a third 
party in respect of any information or record or 
part thereof, the third party shall, within twenty 
days frem the date of issua.Rqe of notice, be gi
ven the opportunity to m�ke r.epresentation 
against the prDpDsed disclOJitJre. 

(3) NDtwithstanding anything cDntained in sec
tion 7, the Public Information Officer shall. within 
sixty days after receipt .of the request under sec
tion 6. if the third p�rty . has been given an 
DppDrtunity to make representation under sub
section (2), make a decisiDn as to whether or nDt 
to disclDse the infDrmation 9r record or part 
thefeof and give in writing the notice· of his 
decision to the third party. 

(4) A notice given under sub-section (3) shall 
include a statement that the third 1'arty to whom 
the nDtice is given is entitled t() prefer an appeal 
again,st the decision und�r section 12. 

12. (1) Any person aggrieved by a d�cj$.io� of the 
Public InfDrmation Officer may, within thirty 
days of receipt of suchdeeision, pref�r atl Flppeal 
'to su�b a-uthorilf as 1IlJlY bf: pr,escribed: 

" "PrDvid�d that iucJl �utbf)J'it1J]U1Y "tertain the 
appeal after the expirv of the said period of thirt, 
days

. 
if it is satisfied that the appellant was prevented 

b, ,ufficient c�use fr()SJl filill, tbc �ppeal in time. 

(2) . A se��JJd appeal agaiJ1.�t tile deci&io-n nnder 
�'Vb..-f��1ion 0) "shall lie wi:t.bitl thiny days of suell 
decisiDn, tD the Central ��J)t or tbe State 
Government or the competent authority, as tbe 
�.�JmlY be; " 

. . rfo:yjd.o -�1:t.be �DtMI: �JPnt "r- the 
s.teQ9�nt �r ·th. C9m�te.nt authtmt,.·� the 
eaHDMl �.may eBte:rlSJA tM appetll aftet:dle upiJ)' 
oj,tbe s�d "ri" q{ thirty d.� -j{ -jt i1�_"'sWthat 
tJt. �laat. w" pr"':UKlP> JJr 6.ien&:� ___ frolll 
fitie,: i� .p,.�.l ill .. t.iJNjo 
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Protection of' 
action taken. 
in good faith. 

(3) The app.eals referred to in sub-section� (1) 
and (2) shall be disposed of within thirty days 
of the receipt of such appeals or within such ex
tended per iod , as the ca'\e may bi?:, for rea 'ions ta 
be recorded in wti ting. 

(4) If the decision of the Public Information Offi
Cer against which the appeal is preferred under 
sub-section (I) or sub-section (2) also relates to 
information of third party, the appellate authority 
shall give a reasonabl� opportunity of being 
heard to that party. 

CHAPTER III 

MISCELLANBOUS 

13. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding 
shall lie against any person for anything which 
is in good faith done or intended to be done 
under this Act or any rule made thereunder. 

Act to have .14. 
overriding 

The provisions of this Act shall have effect 
notwithstanding an)'thing inconsistent therewith 

effect. contained in the Official Secrets Act, 1923, and 
any other law for the time being in force or in 
any instrument having effect by virtue of any law 
other than this Act. 

Bar of 15. No court shall entertain any suit, application 
jurisdiction of or other proceeding in respect of any order 
courts. made under this Act and no such order shall 

be caned inquesti6n otherwise than by way of 
an appeal under this Act. 

Act not to 
apply to 
certain 
organisations. 

16 .. (1) Nothing contained in this· Act shall apply 
to the intelligence and security organisations, 
established by the Central Government or any 
information furnished by such' organisations 
to that Government. 

(2) The Central Government may, by notification 
in the Official Gazette, amend the Schedule by 
incl uding therein any other intelligence or security, 
organisation established , by that Government or . 

o!llittingtb.erefrom any org'an.isation
. 

already spe-, 
'1. clfied·.tberem and (JD· the publicatIon of such '! 

.,1, notiliaation;sU:¢h :organisation.! shall be deemed; 
to be included in or, as the:' case may be omitted '
from the Schedule . 

• 
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(3) Every notification issued uncder' sub-section (2) 
shall be laid before each House of Parliament. 

(4) Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to 
such intelligence and security organisations which 

may be specifLd. by a notification in the Official 
Gazette, by a State Government from time to time. 

(5) Every notification issued under sub-section 
(4) shall be laid before the State Legislature. 

17. (1) The Central Government mlY, by notification 
in the Official Gazette, make r ules to carry out 
the provisions of this Act. 

(2) In particular. and without· prejudice to the 
generality of the forego ing power, such rules 
may provide fllr all or ':lny of th'� fvllowing 
matters, namely:-

Ca) i ntervals at which matters referred to in sub
clauses Ii) to (vi) of clause (b) of section 4 shall 
published; 

(b) the fee payable under sub-section (1) of sec
tion 7; 

(c) the authority before whom an appeal may 
be preferred under sub-section (1) of section 12; 

(d) any other matter which is r equired to be 
or may be, pr�scribed. 

18. (1) The State Government may, by 'notification 
in the Official Gazette, make rules t\.l carry out 
the provisio us of this Act� 

(2) III par t icular. and without prejudice tJ the 
, generality of the foregoing .power. such, r:ulesmay 
, . provide for all 0,1' any of the followiJ;lg ' matter, 

namely: -:- .' . '  
(a) the ft!e payable under sub-section (1) of 

·s.�tjon"7; .. ; ; , :. '  ' , '  " " : ,, , !� ••... 
; ,' : - , . . , ' ': . ' " ' : '. " . . : . ", . ' , , " ' .' ' � • : ' " j  

\, :{bL th.�41uthority �f�l',t),;�114lma,n\:appeal'1l\�� be , ; pref,c�>l"fed:',un�er,'Sllb-1$4'Cti�,�Hof ��i01\::\.2i 
:- , �  . .(.. 1;. . ;: " ; . " ':� ':�.; �:': : ',:' . .  �\ :,1 /' ", . � f'! i', I ,"\.c , " r 
:' {CJ.(;j'*-y:o�the,r�: lllat.*J;';w��h jSi'l�$d, .to ., •• or 'may be, prescribed; 

. .  

Power to 
make rules 
by Centra l 
Government. 

Power to 
make rules 
by Stat e 
Govern
ment. 
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Provided that initially the rules shall be made 
by the Central Government by notification in tbe 
Official Gazette. 

19. �l) .The competent authority may� by notifiC'a
tlOn In the Official Gazette, make ru les to carry 
out the provisions of this Act. 

(2) In particular. without prejudice to the gene
'l;ll ity of the foregoing power , such rules may pro
vIde for all or any of the following matters, 
namely:-

(a) the fee payable under· sub-sectioll (1) of 
section 7; 

(b) the authority before whom an appeal may 
be preferred under sub-section (1) of section 12; 

(c) any other matter which is required to be, or 
may be, prescribed . 

Rule ma
king power 
by compe
tent autho
rity. 

20. (1) Every rule made by the Central Government Laying of 
under th Is Act shall be laid, as soon as may be rules. 
after it is made , before each House of Par ha-
ment, while it is in session, for a total period of 
thir ty days which may be comprised in one ses-
sion or in two or more successive sessio ns , and 
if, before the expiry of the session immediately 
follo\\ing the session or the successive sessions 
aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any 
modification in the rule ,or both Houses agree 
that the rule should not be made, the rule shaH 
thereafter have effect only in such modified 
ferm or be of no effect. as the case rna)' 
be; so, however" that any such modification er 
annulment shall be without prejudice to the vali ... 
dity of anythina previously done under that rule. 

'(2) Every rul;e m� under Uris Act by a State 
Govermnent ·shan be laid, as soon as may be aftc.r 
it is notified. before the State Legislature . .. 

!l. (1) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the P()'fYIf to. 
provisions of this Act, the Central Government temovodi
may, by order publ.tsbcd in the Ofticial Gazettc AiOlllues 
Ir'akesuch provisiotlQ ' oM inconsilfqt with tho 
provisions of thi. Act a. appear to it to be nec ... 
taIJor _,.ai-.at f�t f1Jli'O'V81 gf 'dJ,.e difficulty: 

• 
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Provided that no such order shall be made after 
the expiry of a period of two years from the date of 
the commencement of this Act. 

(2) Every order made under this section shall, as 
soon as may be after it is made, be laid before 
each House of Parliament. 

THE SCHEDULE 

(See sect ion 16) 

INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY ORGANISATIONS ESTABLISHED BY THE 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

1. Intelligence Bureau. 

2. Research and Analysis Wing of the Cabinet Secretariat. 

3. Directorate of Revenue Intelligence . 
• 
4. Central Economic Intelligence Bureau. 

5. Directorate of Enforcement. 

6. Narcotics Control Bureau. 

7. Aviation Research Centre. 

S. Special Frontier Force. 

9. Border Security Force. 

10. Central Reserve Police Force. 

11. Indo-Tibetan Border Police. 

12. Central Industrial Security Force. 
13. National Security Guards.  
14. Assam Rifles. 
15. Special Service Bureau. 

16. Special Branch (CID), Andaman and Nicobar. 
17. The Crime Branch-C.I.D.-CB, Dadra and Nagar Haveli. 
18. Directorate of Vigilance including Anti-Corruption Branch, 

National Capital Territory of Delhi. 

19. Special Branch, Lakshadweep Police. 
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