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NOTIFICATION 

*NO.H.12017/55/200J..-LJD/30, the 30th July, 2003. The following General Acts are hereby published for general information. ' 

R. Lalth'aZUala, 
Deputy, Secretary, to the, Oovt. of Mizoram, 

, Law and Judicial Department. 

THE CABLE TELEVISION NETWORKS (Rl!OULATION) AMENDMENT 
ACT, 2002 _ 

7 of 1995. 

AN 
ACT 

furtber to amend the Cable Television Networks (Regu
lation) Act, 1995. 

It .is enacted by Parliament iIi the Fifty-third Year of 
the Republic of India as follows:-

1. This Act may be called the Cable Television Net- Short title. 
works (Regulation) Amendment Act, 2002. 

2� In the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 
1995 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), 
after section 4, the following section shall be inser
ted; namely:-

Insertion 
of new 

section 4A. 
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'4A. (1) Where the Central Government is satis
fied th3;t it is nece�$.,a,ry in. the. public int�rest so 
to do, It may, by l):otificatlon In the Official Ga
zette, make it obligatory for every cable operator 
to, tla�smi� or .��tra�s, mit

.
pro&f�p1IDe of, anY,'pax 

chttnhel'thtouglian �ad<t;t�.�;'$abJe �ystem wlth�"t!qt 
from such date as may be specrfied in the nott
�io.. �nd ditrer�D:t ; date�,J�ax) 1;>Cf specified for ddte'reht, States,'clt1e�, towns�r areas, as the 
case.: ptay �. 

, ", .;�, ! ,;.. �'''' ').' ""-" ' ,:(-(2) If the Central Government is satisfi�d that I it 
is necessary in the public interest so to do, it 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify one or more free-to-air channels to be inclu
ded in the package of channels forming basic 
service tier and any or more such channels may 
be specified, in the. notification, genre-wise for 
providing a programme mix of 'entertainment. in
formation, education and such other programmes. 

(3) The Central Government may specify in the 
notification referred' 'to in sub section (2), .the 
number of free-to air channels to be included iB 
t�e package of channels forming b�sic servic� 
tIer for the purposes of that sub-sectiOn and dl
fferent numbers . may be specified for di
fferehtStates, cities, towns or areas, ns the case 
may be. 

(4) If the. Central Government if satisfied that it 
is neCessary' in the 'public interest so to do, it 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, spe
cify the maximum amount which a cable operator 
may demand from the subscriber for receiving 
the programmes transmitted in the basic service 
tier provided by such cable operator. 
(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub
section (4), the Central Government may, for tFl'e 
purposes of that sub-section, specify ;n the noti
fication refened to in that sub-section difft:rent 
maximum' amounts for different States, cities, 
towns or �\.ieas, as the case may be. 

. 

('6) Notwithstanding contained. in this section, 
programmes of basic service tier shall be receivable 
by any subscriber on the receiver set of a type 
existing immediately before the. commencement of 
the Cable Television NetW{}fKS (Regulation) Amend:.. 
ment ACL 2002 without any addressable system 
attached with such receiver set in any manner. 

Transmis
sion of 

programe" 
through 
address-

able system 
etc. 

• 

• 
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(7) . �JivefY cable operator s�al1 pubJicise, in t�e 
pteftfrtidd mat'iner, W· fhe sulJ9leribtfti(t •• u:lJscnp
'i()-n ' rat� a�d the �"tiod�in.tvtls !.Sttihich 
sUth'suliScrip�t1s a·tcf paya;ble fo,·tNeivitii! each. 

"paycha.nrrel�rdvided, by . such �abl. �r.tor. , , , r �.: , 

{8) The cable 'bperator shall not ,1.quil"e.lClIty sub
scriber to have a receiver set of a pa:rtictJlat type 
to receive sjgnals of cable television networ� : 

. � .  . . , l' . " 
. •  

Provided thjt · t� silbscribtr " .  maU"USe an 
addressable iystem, to be :�ttac1led, �.' -his fb¢eiver 
set fC)t' mcdiving programmes tfansaitte4· �n pay 
<:haDneL 

.. , . i �; "d (9) ;Every ¢able opera.tQlt,sl).aU ;�&ubmit-. arepQrt to 
the Central GovernlP�Dt .•. ,the ; 'Pl\.jofi�; form 
and manner containing the information r egarding-

(i) the nbmber of tGtaf �ub��i��s; . 

, . (ii) 9l!lb�tiption rates; 

, 

.' j ,  

(iii) number of subscribers receiving prog
ra1Dmes tran&qri'\eQ . in . b�s-iG aM¥� . tier or partitultu' prl)gtammes transmitted· 011 pay 
channel , 

in respect of cable s�rviCes :provided 'by such cable 
operator thtougba eable .. tc:l�vision <l'letw.;>rkJ and 
such report shaU�.subl1liU" petiodieally.at 
such intervals as may be prescribed and shall also 
eo'ntaiii the .tate @[ a�untf i{ aI1y,i payable by 
the ca hIe opettator to any broaclcaster. .. 

Exp1anation.� For the purposes· of this'sectioD" 
, I I  (a) "addressable system��. mtoan� an ele¢tfoBied,e

vice or more than one elec tronic devices put in an 
integrated s-ystem tlu:ougll wllkh signatls of cable 
televisien network ,can be sent inencrypte.d. or 
uttenc.ryp1ed form, which can be decotded by tbe 
device Or d�vi(;Cs at the premises of the subscriber 
within the ftmi*s of avtlt0ris-adon ·.IIUl:ee, on the 
choiceaB<i ro4jues-t of'sjJch subscriber, by theeable 
op'erator to' the- subscriber; 
(b) "basic service tier" means a package of free
to-air channels ptovidediby a cable,op6fator, for a 
single ,.plriceto th!¢ snOs cJ.fibers of the area in .,,' 
which his cable television network is, pFoviding 

. "  
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."";1 \-·�erYice and su.ch ,channels are tec�iva h]e for vi. 
f',:);,'\!wing . by/the .subscribers on the reCeiver set of a 
i;. ! type, existing imm,�diately. before the ,corn�ence-

',ment :of the' Cable TelevisIon Networks {Regula
tion) Amendment Act, 2002 without any addres
sable system attached to su�h. receiver Set in any 
manner; . 
(c) "channel" meanS a set of frequencies used for 

. tratismission of a programme; 
'" "' (d)�encrypted", in respect .' of a signal ' of cable 

television network, means the changing of such 
signal in a systematic way so that the signal 
would be unintelligible without a suitable receiving 

,equipment and the expression "unencrypted" shall 
.' be construed a,Ccordingly; 

-
(e) "free-to-air channel," in respect of a cab le tele-
vision network, means a channel, the reception of 
which would not require the use of any addres
sable system, to be: attached with the receiver set 
of a subscriber; 

(0 "pa y channel",. in respect of a cable television 
network, means a Channel, the reception of which by 
the subscriber would require the use of an addres
sable system, to be attached to his receiver set. ... 

3. In section 9 of the principal Act, the following Amend
proviso shall be inserted, namely:- ment of 

section 9. 
"Provided that the equipment required for the pur

poses of section 4A shall be installed by cable opera
tor in his cable television network within six months 
from the date, specified in the notification issued under 
sub-section (1) of that section, in accordance with the 
provisions of the said Act for said purposes.". 

4. In section 11 of the principal Act, in sub-section Amend
(1) ,for the word and figure "sections 3", the word, ment of 
:ligures and letter "section 3,4A", shall be substituted. section 11. 

5. Section 16 of the principal Act shall be numbered Amend-
as sub-section (1) thereof, and after sub-section (1) ment of 
as so numbered, the following sub-section shall be in- section 16. 
serted, namely:-

"(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in the 
Code·of Criminal Procedure, 1973, the contraven
tion of section 4A Shall be a cognizable offence 
under this se ction .... 

• 
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6. In section 22 of the principal Act, in sub-section Amend
(2). after clause (a), the following clauses shall be ment of 
inserted, namely:- section 22; 

"(aa) the manner of publicising the subscription rates 
and the periodical intervals at which such sub-
scription s are payable under sub -section (7) of 
section 4A; 

(aaa) the form and manner of sub mitting report 
under sub-section (9) of section 4A and the inter
val at which such report shall be submitted peri
odically under that sub-section.;" 
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