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JlNo. H. 12017/55/2003-LJD!4I, the l'�' Aligutt, 2OOl. De following G�D.en.l 
Acts .are hereby published for general information. " 

- '  , . . . , "  

. R. Lalthazuala, 
DeputY SeOHtaIlT· to tlie Govt. of Mizoram, 

Law. aDCt- JUdicial; Department. 
! 

. . , 

THE BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY ACT, 2002 

AN 
ACf 

to provide fot tOilse�ation· 01 biological diversity� sn_mable use of its 
components and ttir and'eqmtabie .shari1l8 of Itnebenrib;. arising out of the 
use of biological resources, knowledge and fOI'·ma1iters connected. therewith 
or incidental thereto. 

WHEREA-S 1.mIi! i!l rich' in biological-.di.'wetsity a:iid::a�£iated traditional 
and contemp&tllty :tnoWled,.;sy'tom relatmgtbreto;. 

AND WHEREAS India is a party: to tk�, United NatioDlt Convention on 
• Biological Diversity signed at Rio de Janeiro on the 5th day of June, 1992; 

AND WHBRf!AS fhe!� conventio1Jl' .... .. tnto. 10., on the 29th Dc
cember, 1993; . 
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AND WHEREAS .the. said . Conveil:tiOll on reaffirms the sovereign rights 
of the States over theU' biologtcal re ..... ; 

ANI> WHEREAS the said. CODvention has the main objective of conservation of biological diversity, sustainable use of its components and fail' and 
equitable $ba •• ;�f8e hen*its arisq ollt,of utilisation of �tic resour.ces; 

�ND WHJ?�A�}t .i� �9n�i4ered nec�ssary to provi de for ��servation� 
sU���lln�ble uttlis"!_and"l\lltable shannJ ofthe benofits . arising t)Ut of ubbsatlon of genetic resources and also to give effect to the saId Convention. 

; ... "'� 
{ 'i :' - �-."'-' i" 1, ,- , 'I 

It i:s\ eDa�tecl':¥y ,ParliamctU in ttt. Fift�thJtd Year. of t"�Pttb1ic of India as follows:-

CHAPTER I 
PRELIMINAR.Y 

Short title, I. (1) This Act:may' be called the Biological Diver-
extent and sity Act, 2002. 
�mmence-
men!.' ; ,, <' :-:(2) :Ie e:deuds to thctwhole'of India. 

.1;" " 

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the 
Central Government may, by notification in the 
Ofiici�l" Gazette, appoint: 

Provided that different :dates may be appoiu. .. 
ted for different, pr ovisions of this Act and any 
reference in any such provision to the commence
ment of this Act shall be construed as a reference 
to the coming into force of that provision. 

, , .  ' "  I , . .  " , . ' . .  Definitions. 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-

, �  ." . "'. : "', ,<�<! ." .  I 
< . ": " -' .  ,"] 

f • / , �  " ,  

(a) "benefit claimers" means tbe conservers of 
biological resources; their by products, creators 
and holders of knowledge and. information rela
ting to the use of such biological resources, inno� 
vations and practices associated with such use 
and application; . 
(b) "biological diversity" means the variabiiity 
among"living organisms from all SOurces and . the 
ecological complexes of which ·they are part, and 
include,s diversity within species or between spe
cies' aDd of eco.:.systems; 

, . . 
(c) "biological resources" means plants, animals 

'and, �icro-()rgafti5m o,r partitheTeof, theirgen�ti�,. 
material and by,-products (excluding value added; ,-

" . ' ." ' . . ... 

. .' .", 

, 
, ;/_,";.:) : . .. . ' 
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,ptoqucts). with, actua
,

' l or .potentjat 'ruse 9f Yalue, 
'but, �oe� Dot iacblde�.hUDl&n<aeHetKViY!*leifi� 

\ ' ," ,, ' ,: " ,  , :,i 

(d) "bio-sUrvey and ·bio�utili'Sation" ".eaB. iirvey 
,.or cQl1ection of species� ,su�pe.�ies,, �es, ��om
ponents and extracts of . bio��al . �reso..urti4 for 

"any purpose and ' includes charietcnsnon."biven-
, .t()risationand bioassay; . " ,' . , . > , , 

:.L' , 

le) .... a.irperson., mean. the 'Chairperao1l 'of the 
'National Biodiversity AuUlorit)r Of,' as ,t.he,:·case 
may be, of the State BiocJive'tsityiBOIrd; "';, 

, . / .  .:? 
(f) �Commetcial utiliSation" . mew �ertdUii8 of 
.biolQgical resources for, commercial utilisation 
,su�h; as drugs, iil�ustrial en�1D�s, f�d', �"'�urs. 
, fra,rilnce,. cosmetics, e�111si�rs't., ol��IlI� �o
loun, , exttacts and 'genes use6 fOt i��vmg 
crops a nd livestock through ·gttietic, ift�io� 
but does not �lude, c�1J.yentional bRQding or 
traditional practices" in t'l'�' in any agriculture, 
horticult:u(e�poultry, ,d�iry f�[minl" animal, h\1�- " 'bandry or bee keeping; • ' ,t , .  ; ' "  ' , 

{g) "fair and, �quitable benefit sharing." meaq� 
J 8�ar!�g C!fbe!l�fits a. detef?Din� h):tlte'::�,at!onat 
lliodlvers1ty Authority 'u� sc�tion, 2�'''' I ' : . 
(h) , "local �dies" me�s Panchayats' and'lKuni
eipalities, by wh�tever ,, ' *amecaned�, wit�it>. the 
meaning of clause (1) of article> 243eiaJld"e1.ause 
(1) of art jcle 24lQ of the. Constitution .QJld in the 
absence of any Panchayats , or 'Munici".lities, 
insti.�utions ofs�lf Govemmenf ���!itut •. d., . �nder 
'any other proVlslon of the eostltntiOft Of", any 
Central Act or State Act; " ' , 

in '''mem�r'' means -, � member ().( 'the National 
. "BiodJversityAuthority o.r a State 13iodiversity 

, Board,and includes the Chairperson;. 

(j) "National Biodiversity Allthority?o "Means the 
N�t�()n�l Biodiversity Authority established under 
�ection 8; ' \ , 

" {ill, '�pr�ribed" tneaJ1s,prc�ribed� P1�s made 
under thiS Act; 

, 

(If "�regu1ations" means re¢ati�p.s "made under 
, .", .thi. Act; ; , �  

, (m)" "research " means. :study.-or;.sys.tcJoi.��c inves
tigation of any bioioaical r.SOllrce or technolo-

I 
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fi;l*��t!::' J:lld�rN��e�it�e��C:l t�Ys���:; 
ctf �4!€y' pto4W?ts or· process.es for any use;, 
(1\f �'siatQ Bi04iversity Board" means the State' 

. Ji04iv.i;ity, �oir� established under section 22; 
(0) "sustainable use" means the use of compo-

.. _n� ,qf, biological diversity in such manner and 
:at. such rate that does not lead to the long-term 
de. cl��,. 9fl �the ·t?��ogical . diversity th,ereby mai�
tammg Its potentIal to meet the needs and aspI
J.�tioll� of pr�nt and C,ture generations; 

. (pl. "v.alue , a<l<ieq J?ro,�uct�" means products 
' .  Wl1.icll ,m�y. 

cO\ltatn �Qrtl
.
ons or' extracts of plants 

. a.ncJ. . anlmal� JD' unrecognizable ahd physically 
.. i"�fabl0 f*,'m. ' . 

. . 

, 
.
JlA,P'rEl{ n c . . ' . .  

REGULATION dF ACCESS TO BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

43 er 1�6t 

',�. (l} .�� pels�n refe�r�d t1'. in s\ll>-.sec�i�n ,(2) s�al�, 
without llreVlOU$ approval of the National BIOdI
versitY Authority, obtain any bio logical resource 

.,oc¢�qi�g in India: or ,knowled.ge as�o . cia�ed th�reto 
fqr, rese_ch or for commercIal utIlIsatIOn or for 
biQ-'�rvq and biq-utilisatioll,. 

(2) The persons who shall be required to take 
t�� approval of the .National Biodiversity Au�ho
Ilty under sub-seCtIon (1) are the following, 
namely :-

. 

(a) a person who is not a citizen of India; 
(b) ,a citizen of India, who is a non-resident 
as defined in clause (30) of section 2 of the 
Income-tax Act, 1961; 
(c) a body corporate, assoCiation or organi
sation-' 
(I) not inc6rporatedor registered in India; or 

:(ii) in�orporated. or re�ster�d in India. under 
aby law for the' tune bemg In force whIch has 
a!ly non-Indian participation in its· share ca-. pualor management. . 

Certain 
persons not 
to under
take Biodi
versity re
lated acti
vities with
out appro
val of Na
tional Bio
diversity 
Authority. 

• 
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43 of 1961 

• 

. �3J 
For thl'l purPoses of sub-'seciion (1), F,0)labo

�tive 'res�'afcfi "proiects '$lla1l.Lrl(�'rI) t'�f "'i . 
• .. . �,-( .l �·, ... "'\.'1�·'1 t'''-'' �f .fJtf' � � .  . 

Wt���KWa���eBf��� 1r'lrJ��ed 
(b) be appro-vod by tbt·Central Government. 

Sections 1 
and 4 not 
to apply to 
certain 
collabora
tive re
search 
proje<;ts .. 

-, ' . " .. ',.' , 
. .,.",... -'. ' " "  : 

> • 
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, PrOvided tha( if" a penon applies for a patent, 
" �ission of th� Na1io�l'·.i68iversity . Autho

, ft,' t, .. maY,be :obtalDed afttlt �>th •. acceptan�e 'of the "pat6nt' out before ,the' seating of tile" pat-ent by 
the,'patent 'authOrIty cOllcc-rned : ' : " ,'c.; 

;;i 

. !,' , 'Pt6�ided;itirtherthat the National Bi&Qiver-
].)' �:.:',Ii.ty 4\u�or}ty shall. di$p�eo.f t�e appi�cation 

!';!' ,: . f<!f , pe�lSSl()n ,ID!Ide" w; It: "WIthin a pCtJod of 
� ",. , - - : ' 

Prior inti
mation to 
State Bio
diversity 
Board for 
obtaining 
biological 
resource fer 
certain 
purpose�. 

Establish
ment of 
National 
Biediversity 
Authority 

maetydays from tqe' dat¢ ,of receipt thereof. 
(2) The National Biodiversity Authority', may. 
while graatinJ the approval under this section. 
impose benefit sharing fee or royalty or both or 

. impose conditions including the sharing of finan
cial �nefits arising out of the commercial utili-

• sation' df such rights. 
(3) The provisions. of this se�tio� shall not al?ply 
to aay person mati�g an appbcat,lOn for any f1g�t 
�er any law rela�1Dg to protection of plant va
ri.ties enacted by Parliament. 
(4) Where. any right is granted ullder law referred 
to in sub·section (3), the c8ncerned authority gran
ting such right shan endorse a copy of such do
cument gra'Dting the right to the National Biodi-
versity Authority. 

7. No person, who .is a citizen of India or a body 
corporate, association or organisation which is re
gisterep. in India, sh�ll obt��n' �ny biolo�ical re
source for commercIal uttlisatlon or bl0-Survey 
and bio-utilisation for commercial utilisation ex
cept after giving prior intimation to the State Bio
diver,sity BOard concerned: 

Provided that the provisions of this section 
shan not apply to the local people and commu
nities of the area, including growers and cultiva-
tors of biodiversity, and vaids and hakims. who 

':kaTe been practising indigenous medicine. 

CHAPTER-III 
NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY AUTHOR.ITY 

8. (1) With effect from such date as the Central \., 
Government·may, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, appoint, there shall be established �Y the " 

Central,. GovernmeRt for th� purposes of thiS, Act, 
a ·body. 'to,� .called the National Biodiv�rsity 
AuthOrIty. 

.. 

• 

" ,  • 



...... '.,:. ". �� 

,'" 

1 

" ,,:(2), ,The, Natic-.l Bit1di� Altth..., "U. bo 
" �", " , '& �, e.rpord� �':!,t._;�tD" ,-,..u"a�)'I"VlQg 
. ', '!perpetu�l .succ::eIfteD ana,. "rr"_i .. lr�""'lpO'" " ' " to 'acQuiro, ho�d:'&_,,;"""�'" 'i.tt.l •• t' both , ,movable and . unmovable,' ,�·a(), ",;��h and 
_ ",' ",c'Sh1D, bY, the said:llalne' sue aDdhlbei,s.ed-.. :<. ,� . 

• - . '.-. .:. ., " .', .: .. ..:.:. ".: ,;-�,�': . . ' . , ,.�" :-'. ::: 'j' .':;-;-:J>:t; .; >'} t·· f " ;:' ; :,(3)'1 Th. btalloffito ·of thoNtttionM:,,',�:Wvonity . , Authority shan:beat� C ..... : •• '::ae,:IMtional 
Biodiyersity Authority may,,� ,nth ,the previous 

, , �p�oval f)f lac �entra.l Go,y.e" rlUU�J •• ta,: �h 
�dffice5 at ' other: places ... lad •. ·�:· �i·.:; ;.' . 'I f! . :' : .,; ;: ',' ." ' .. '. '" ',��' ' . ·r·.·:'· ;.\:�L:· c ..... '. :: ,{ �. � .� 
(4)' The Nation�ll 'BiodiversitJ, A.thQri:t,:; shall 
,-consist of the following �embers, .&.,::-

(a) a Chairperson, wh'o shall be an eminent 
person having adC<l¥atc-:kaowlNP �act e,IF'" 'rionce, in ,the '*lS .... n .. � •• u.b.l. usc 
of biol.,.l diversitJ � ia. m,,_, "latiq 
to equitable sharing of be_'i*" to bo,ppointcd 
by the Central Government; 

(b) three ex officio members to be appointed 
l?Y the Central Government, one representing 
the Ministry dealing with Tribal Atr.

. 
irs and 

two representing the Miaistry -cloaling with 
Environment and Forostsof whom OD� shall 
be the Additional Director General of Forests 
or the Director Gcacral etC Foreats; 
;( c) seven ex--offieio mombers to be appointed 
by the Central Goveroment to represent res
pectively the Ministries of the Central Qevorn
ment . dealing with-
(i) Agricultural Research and Education; , 
·(ii) Biotechnology; 

(iii) Ocean Development; 

(iv) Agriculture and Cooperati9!ll; 
{v) Indian Systems of MedieiM and HoJDOO ... 

pathy; 
(vi) Science and Technology;, 

; .. : , '  -, 
.-(vii) Scion,PAc and 1ellstrial bS,oarelli , . 
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18. 'Ph� gjairP�rsQn sA311 be Ute Chief Executive of 
: ,I �e. �. ��t�b��1 . Biod�rsi�y A. uthority and sl?-all 

ekerolS,8 $�1r1 JXlWClrs - an4 �nn such dutIes. 
as' may be' prescribed. ' 

. 

CeutfitioD& 
o-f service. 
of Chair
person and 
members. 
Chairper-
son to be 
Chief' Exe
cutive of 
National 
Biodiversi- it 
ty Autlfoi'
ity. 

'. U. "1l1e Central Government may remove from the Removal 
., . 

Nationar Biodiversity Authority any member who, of mem-
.. �J,1 its9pinioD. has' bersr 

(a) beeD adjudged as an insolvent; or 
. (b) been convicted of an offence which involves 

�()ral tutpifude;' or 

(c) become physically or J;pentally incapable of 
acting as a member; or 

(d) so abused his position as to render his con
tinuance in office. detrimental to the public 
interest; or 

(e) acquired such financial or other interest as is 
likely to affect prejudicially his functions 
as a member. 

. ":" r . • . r • 
,'. � 

12. (1) The National Biodiversity 'Authority shall 
meet at such time and place and shall observe 
such rules 'bf procedure in regard to the transac
�Oll .of business �t �ts meetings (including the 
quorum a! its 'meetings as may'be prescribed. 

Meetings 
of Nation
al Biodi
versity Au
thority. 
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'�4JNatioiid{iBiottivr6sity 

c.eU�tJMr1fY ,���a�pirt�:, a.1f.t dDi ;;iiteati. of . '1�·I>t1M>dNdCiTMia��rsHY -'�uthOm,n';n�qb�'£ 

.Jl";;:� Ifflfor 'rany; 'l'�as�!the" QJraii'person.tis �a ble 
�uu�, atm.ftd."�l1y' ::�0etill'g;offtbe>N8tiqnaJ ; Biadiver
�ot.J��u�iil!yl,'jah'}t!me�l'[bLth:.IHatia��i�sBio

,,:O�) : divetfitY 1 �tlr€)titylCh�e�ibyJt�Dibcrs; present 
-:'::J£:�atC.thti1tneetj'nt �aU�:�Je.s-ide �t\ �jhe) Jm.ee1iD1g�::' 

. tj�. :' ,?:,"�.':J·�:�,i :.�lt� . . �:;.i .ri·! .!, ��.;t� :l.? .t�' .. � . i..i�·: t :·;�:�!.l .L;:i'Ct.'() .. , ��dj: J.r;. 
(4) An .questi0us·Wbichl:c9.mebeforeaaiy �ting 
of the National Biodiversity Authority shall be 

.�.:��;; deci4e4J iby_. JDajohty. i �O';NoteS'iOf.-�hci'rm�tdbers
,'.V;;l'� pl'e'Setlt and :'Yoting-, and in ,the :,cvent,' o£leqll8lity 
,.·�L i. tjb� :votcs" tbe� Cllairpenon .Of, in ,his.: absellOltj the 
'!-:?per'sQtr'pre:sidiag;i shall, have and e�e.rcise __ a 'ReCond 

or casting vote. :; . ,.,: , .l;:,:� �;�". Vi.'. 

��"'Li(5)'jjE¥eiy member � . who, is! in \ any way, wJ1�ther j!d " ."\,, 

,ll \;�i$tlypl;'q�diJoctly:�, p.ersenal�Y�;i.coa�� 6r _ "'�':."[(}';.', " 
· �·· �int-efe8ted -In·ar;matter .to be declde�Lat:,t_.mee- i" i. " ::_,, /.' . 

-ting shal l disclosetbe naiUlcof"hls-conc.em or"�;;;·,.�'.,,.,: 
. in teres.t and after such disclosure, the member' .'i.: , _' ." . '  

:(� f"c�oern6d Or ·interested shalLnot atten4:'·that ' . 
-. It·., 'l'ftAAtl':ng' ' •. , .... < L ._ '. - .  ' . •  ' 

.... ' " 
• .1..1."'" - r ... . r .;. .., ? ;  . � . . . ; 

:. .
... Pc � '''' •• 'l,, '': � � .� :� . .f_�' _. _ ... ; ..... '"y ,'a � . '  � . , � . . .� : f. i .... , .. ,.�:, 

(6) No act or proceeding:oj"'; the::!Na�nal; ! J.tiodi
versity Au thority shall be invalidated merely by 

,'. 'reason· of ....... 
• .  • � �� , -. , , � •. .• 1. ' r.iI.'!J.:� ; �  � �'"" 

,,''- " �--" (a)· any.vacanc.y,jn;,or:anydd"ect inltheco�:'L�:;i�;: �;:" .'.ij. � ' > , � .... , stit-ution 'of 0' ,.tlie 'Natio.n&l.Biodiversity Autho:' .:. . . : : ',' : .; ii;, 1 , ' 

, f . , �:"",;,�, fity; 01":, , : ,:.> " , " ',\, , ',' ,., 
.' � p 

� 

" 
. (b)" anY·defect in, the appointment I of <8.. per-

son acting �as a ·memJ>er;. or . .. : , ','. 
, J 

(c) any irregularity in the procedure of the 
�" Nati�al BiodiversIty Authority not affecting , , _  

," "' the merits of the ,case. " . , " ; .,. i ,; 

, -, " . � . ' . ' .' , 
Committees .13.' (1) - The National Biodiversit.Y .JAutho�itf", may 
of National . - constitute a, committee to deal with agro-biodi-
Biodiversity , ,·versity. , .  
Authority. ,.· . _ .  

" " Explan8:tion,�For : the purposes of: this sub
section, ··agro-bi9div.ersity�! .. moa"'cbi()IQli� .. l di
versity of agricu lture related species and their 
·wild relatives.. ·", . , \ ...• 

r'. (2)' With'bttt prejudice to' the� proVisiatts' ':61' sub
.,," section (l), the National Biodiversity -Authority . 



tt 

(l; , '-v.,eonStituto "4\1oh.' nllnd.,· 9.1 : ,�tlmmit.tee, :" ' . it 
,� , ,,'.'ik ,.,: tl$f: e�i •• t'idi�� Etf .'M:r.�tles 

tad peno.HI •• fnt i.�- .1l6cfth:M";Aet. 
@:) -'A';eammitt.e', cQftSt""tc4':u�d�r thi$ �,��ti6n 
:'slndt oo;.opts\1ch llUJll� uf�r�qn.s, wl�9 af-4 not 
th . ..  _.rs '()f th., .. t,.DI,.l , B��.vcr�l ty.,.tllo
my,�a:':it:'may/thitl¥ fit,.,(t th� pen.fOlls �. co
oJPtd-shall have t •• rishttp, Ilt�nd the � .. tlnl.s 
of the committee and take part in its proceedings 

,:. but shaH mit haw ,the ri,ht t@vote. 

(4) ':T118 pcr.sQAS appDintil;' .n J.nqm�f$. �f. the 
' .. nlittee. vnd�r 'sub-&�ctioll(�) shall be p�t1ed 
�8�oeoivc $uoh aUQ_'�f3,OJ fetJs for aitt;�ding 

, tae 'meeting' ,(1)f the CQ�.it� as may bo ·fixed 
by the Central Government. 

Officers a'ltd 14. '('l') 11\8 N,tional l)iOdivwtJ Authority may 
emplo¥ees , ;.,!�t �u�\l. QftiQQfl .. ad,�, tlDlplo�1 ilS it 
of Naflonal . cOIt.ludors 1l&C8S1ary for thl.ffi@�$lt (lisch.(lJl,F of 
Biodiversity itt :fu.etion� under thii A�t. Authority 

Authcntica- 15. 
tion of orders 
and 'decisions 
of National' 
Biodi versity 
Authority 

(2) The terms aad eoNUtmns Qf serviccQfsneh 
officers and other employees of the Natioall Bio-
4�versit� Autbor�ty shall be such as may be spe
cJfied ,.by, ��u-lation,! 
All orders and decisions of the NatiQual Bi{Hhver
sity J\uthority sha�l be authenticated by the sig· 
na\uN of the ehaJrp�loll QJ �ny other member 
autl\GAS6d -by the 'Na-ti0n,1 Bitldjversity Authority 
in this behalf and all other instrum.ents executed 
by the �ational Biod�versity Authority shall be 
authenticated by the sagaatut.e Qf an officer of the 
National Biodiversity Authority authorised by it 
ift this behalf. 

Delegation 16. The Natiopal Biodivc;nity A\I�hority may, by ge
of powers. neral or specia] order in writlng, dtlegate to any 

member, officer of the National Biodiversity Autho
r; rity 0' any ot�er parson subjoct t.o such con4i\iQD,�, 
-: I if a.y, as may be' specified in the order, $uch of 

the powers and funct ions under this Act (except 
the power to prefer an appeal under section 50 -dipand the power to make rogulatiQns under section 

·,fJ U} IS it may deem n�ss1.ry. 
11 'it; 1 t 

Expenses of 17. The salaries and allowances payable to the mem
�ati�nal, ij�bf6s �:t\q th.e a<i:mini&tnJtiv�. exp�nses ,of the, J;la
BIOdiVerslty '(1 "rr)\l5W.a!' n.o4iver&.\y 1\ll�onty Includmg sa.1anes, 

.. 

• 
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:Functions 18. (1) It shall be the duty, � tl1.e Nqt4QMl � 'iodi. 
and powers ver&ity Authority to regUlate activities ' re(erted. to 
.of Na·tional . i, ,e�Uo-� 3 . .. �� � aJ4i bf. lMW\l�Dt: ·issu 
Bi04iver&ity " Iwdfflt." {Ot t� tQ tio�aJ _ 'WQ� , and .Authority , f. 'iMr. u4 .. \tI�q b�, '�ati". ' . .  

(i) Tj, 0 �q.Mtll .Ii�r�)' , ��t�.' may ,ant approval' for undcrtacftg any 0 actIVity re-
0 '  �r.ft4 to � �\i�� 1, 4 �"d �. 0 , • 

, ! 

(� TJt� N.1�a.\ �qivq�ty A\ul\�.\�J. �y-
, . 

(b) advise the StatQ Gc>l'.mntellt$�" the selec
tipn 'Of ar:f9s of ._"-"",,, i8l:ll4JfUWlce to 
be notified .. dAr' svo.,.�*iu' (1.) ft$ '0 Mction 
31 �§lwf��j4; 14\.� ... 1!'� om��,,� �r �i' rna-
n ... ��t �r such �l�. 0 s,.\�� ! 

00 
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�·.r:l.;'H't.� ..... '.": .·f�;:�;.t:� � l:}��·.��..:: '.:��.' ... t\.":· ;: ': �.; . . ::.; J··::f.! .... �.��.� :;;�.�t':�\' 
19. (1) Any person referred to in sub-section (2) 6tf'rAppr<.Wal'· 

section 3 who intends to obtain any biological re- by Natio
source occurril)g in. Jndiaor knowledge associated nal Biodi
thereto for research"orf-bFcbmmercial utilisation versity Au-

; o',',;.;f;J.x:.; �,?J:.,bi9:-:sH�v�y, an<i, bio,;�utili��t�o� �r .tran�f�r the thority fOf 
, . . . · ' resurts · ;QC�y . .  l'c:seareh.·, relatIng to :bIolog1cal re- underta-

sources 'od;'tlriibg' hi� or Obtaitied-from, India, shall king cer
make application in such form and payment of tain acti

" :�uch, fees ilS �ay be prescribed, to the National vities. 
�" . .  'Bio��ersity Authority. -. . '  . ; I'.·';' .!,,·H"' ·>� • �, �:"-." . ' . �. ' . _ " 

-' : � 

. . ' ." '. .� . : 
. f., ' .' 

�. , . , � - � :  

,".'" (?l" Any person 'who' intends to apply for a patent ii' ,: : .,: ':";" 
J " , orattY'other form of·intellectual prbpertyp.rotec .. :·�.; .. -';<', , >.,',;�, 

tion whether' in India or -outside -India·reffered to ,\'"' ,t. , iii ,. 

in sub-section (I) of section 6, may make an appli-
".' .. " 

cation .in such form and in such m�nner as may be 
prescribed to' the' Nafional' 'Biodiversitv Authority. 

. ':� """ ': .. .  " - . '" . . � . .. 

(3) On receipt of an application under sub-section 
. (I) qr sub-section (2)� the National Biodiversity 

Authority may, after making" :such enquiries as it 
may deem fit and if necessary after consulting an 

. ". ", ,expert 90Jllmitt�e constituted for this purpose, by 
; ,'�rder,gr'ant approval' subject to any '�regulations 

.' ' made'in this behalf and subject to such terms aad 
.:' conditions �s it may deem fit, including the impo-

'sitibri of charges' by way of.royalty or for reasons 
to be recorded in writing, reject· the· application: 

. ProYided' that 'DO s·uch order for rejection shall 
'be �ade without giving an ,'. opportunity of being 
'. heard to the person affected. . 
'(4) 'The NAtional Biodiversity Authority shall give 
public notice df every approval granted by it un
der this section. 

'20:(1) �bperspn who bas been granted a pprova} . . under section 19' shall transfer' any biological re-

. J 

�!., 

source or knowledge associated thereto which is 
th� subject matter of the said approval except 

'with the per�is.s.iondf tbe:National Biodiversity 
Authority. ' 7/ ' 

. . 

. (2)·ATly person' who intends to transfer any bioI 0-
" .. gi�al ;r�so�rc� or kn��ledge . associated thereto r�

ferredto IJi sub" sectIon' (l)sflall make an applI
cation iii such form and in suchtttilnner as may be 
p rescribed to the National Biodiversity Authority. 

Transfer of 
biological 
resource or 
knowledge. 

• 



. ' 

• 

, . . . 

<,- ,,(�, " 8ft'Nc'Ipt: ei. �ft appHo.t_�'�"ASub-s�_ 
; . non' (2» t��I:'M.dOftal lIi�d."'S�Mth8rity ma'�, 

,,, '.,' �ft,e .... ��t�ng such, enQ.u1f1eS as �t ma� deem fIt 
' .. '. al!ll-'jf'�$tl1;'*""��libin,�-.�,�"rt commltteo-�8ftni�utetl,'OI' thIs ;orpo�:by:!�r:, grant 

" "approval subjec t to such terms and 'COndJtlons a� 
' : ': " ,ifWl'Y,d'eei'ti'Ht,' illD�g;,tb.;iDlPfi8itiot.;of char
':" ,�,�"",ay. �fToy'alty,br:'''''�easens'tO'be recor

, �'n"'Writt'llgj' reJeot the apphea � «J.i! , 
: " , Provici'ed, that no s�ch orde�

' f�r',: rejection 
�. ;.ffitl�':�� '�ade

,
; without giv�&o:n ripp�,tu��'

, 
of . btiftt-' heard; to the per�n tad. :: �; '< :;'. ' ' .-- " . , '� , ': . -- (' , ; ; ; ., 

" (4) The Nati�nal Biodiversity Autilofity:.hall give public notice of every approval granted by 
it liMef' this 'JJe.cti()Q. . i.:,.. '(': ' 

• t. ', ",;". '-tCc" 
i>etermi- 21: ('n Tlte Nati&'ul BiodiverslUt · /LathDliq;' -thall, 
nation of . " eikf· granfjng approvals: u ... i seation. 19 fK': sec-

.equitable be- 'tion 20,:eBsure that the�r:ms utd. oon diti<u'l' sub-
nefit sharing ,

. jcet te' which approval is gtall� sacures . (tqQifable 
by National ' shari'llg of bentdits arising out of- tho U6e ,�f ac� 
Biodiversity c;essed biologioal ICJ60urces, their byr;pTOdur:u. in-
Auth�rity. novatioris and practices associated with their use 

�tnd appliC£jtions and knowlqclSCJ :;Iiolating tbereto 
ipucordanoo with· mutua11yi' -asrcOd:. ttr., and 
conditions between the person:.applyiag fbr '/such 
approval, local bodies concerBCJd 'and; th� 'bQnefit 
claimers. 

(2) The Na t ional BiodivoTlUy Authority shall, 
subject to any regulations made in this be�alf, 
detcrminct·the'bellOfit 8hadngwhieb.$�'.1l be given 
effect in all or any of the followmg · manner, 
namely :-

; , . 
(a) grant of joint own�t'sh! p pfi i��l"t�al 
property rights to tbeJ Natlon.al, :UIQm'Y�rslty 
Authonty, or where benefit claupers Nt rden
tified� to such benefit claimers; , 

(b) transfe r of techology; 

(� looatioQ �f ,rod�ticm, r�'"l� 8A4 de
viloplllont uIllt& In suQl ar�8S' .1f/b,ph wiJl fa
e.litato bette, li'ling, stawiards tft t-JK,·btnefit 
o)aUl:te"; " , . " �.' 

, , 
Cd) aS8ociation of Iftdian sRell�§tJ.,Mnefit 
claimers and the local peoplct w.tll .... arch 



Establish
ment of 

1'4 

': ;' ):;:-::and'developmerltin btologicalr;esourc� ) and 

." . (': :'bi�lit'veyand' bio-utili$ati�n; : .  i . .  ,Ij 
.:, � � :, '  '., ", . �I: . �', • 

• , " 

!'(�),�� setttnl''Ilpof.;�nture capital :fu�4.� for 

" '��, '>aidin'g:tthecause of be.efif,claimers; j:,:l 

. _ ::,(0 .payment.·ofmoneta,ry compensat�on ; and 
. othernon-monetarv . benefi�s to the . .  bepefit 

claimers ,as the NatlQnalBiodiversity Autpori· 

ty may ueem fit. 

(3). Where any, amount of . money is ordered by 

way of benefit sharing, the National Bi<X1ivefsity 
Au�ority may. direct �he. am?unt to be' depOSI

ted In the National BIOdIverSIty Fund: 

Provided that where biological resource' er 

knowledge was a result of access from specific in
dividual ar group of individuals Of organisations,. 

the National ,BiOdiversity Authority may tijrect 

that the amount shall be paid directly to such 
individual or group of individuals or organisations 

. 'in accordance with the terms of any agre�ment 
an" 'in such manner as it deems. fit. 

(4) For the purposes of this section, the Na
tional BiodiversityAuthority shall, in consultation 

with the Central Government, by regulations, 

frame guidelines . 

CHAPTER VI 

STATE BIODIVERSITy.BOARD 

!tate Biodi- .' 
22. (1) With effect from such date as the State Go

vernment may, by notification ill the Official Ga

zette, appoint in this behalf. there shall be estab
lished by that Government for the purposes of 
this Act, a Board for the State to be known as 

the ----- (name of the State) Biodiversity 
versity Board. 

Board. 
. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in this 

section. no State Biodiversity Board shall be con

stituted for aUtUon. territory and in relation to 
a Union territory, the -National Biodiversity Au
thprity shall exercise the powers ami perform the 

. functions" ()f a .State Biodiversity Board 'for that 
'.;. Union territory: .  .," . . 

. 

» 1. 

j ; f 
• 

• '1" • 

1 ' 1 . Ia. : 

• 



, 

. :c:. 
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• 

... .:,"": --:: . .l�.n .... �� 
� � .... � ... " '�' ; 

Provided that in r�lation to, any Union terri
�ory, the 'National lJiodiversity--:A.uthOtity.,tnay 
<lel�gate' all -or any of. its powers �JL'--f�ons 

. .under this sub-section to such, pe�sol\ , oX" :p'up 
of persons as the Central Government·may :spetlfy. 

• {3) The. B9�U'� shall be,a body corporate by, the 
__ ' nani(' afores�� • .  ��ving "p'��al )�cc�ssion<and 

a common seal; 'WIth power to,aequf-tc;- ht)ld�nd 
·dispose of property, both movable and imniovable 
.and tD contract� and shall by the said name sue 
.and· be, sued. - !  . •  

. \{ t I . 

(4) - The Board shall consist of the foll\')wing 
members, namely:-

(a) a Chairperson who shall be' an eminent 
person having adequate knowledge and expe'" 
rience in the conservation and - sustainable 
use of biological divcrsify and in matters 
rclating to equitable sharing of bcnefits, to 
be appointed by the State Government; 
(b) not more than five ex-otBcio members 
to be appointed by the State Govcrnment to 
represent the concerned Departmen.ts of 
the State Government; 
(c) not more than five members 16 be ap
pointed from amongst experts in matters 
relating to conservation of biologicalqiversity. 
sustainable use of biological resources and 
equitable sharing of beJ',lefits arising out of 
the use of biological resource� 

{S) The head office of the - State Biod.iv�rsity 
Board shall � at sucb,place as the State 
Government may, by notification in the Offi
cial Gazette, specify. 

-23. The functiom of the State , BiQdiv�:rsity '. :�oard 
shall be to-
(a) ad vise the, State Government, supject to any 
guideliaes issued __ by th� Centrai, "G9VefIU!\ent, 
on matters relating to the conservation of bipdi
versity. sustainable use of its components and 
equitable , s�aring of .the benefits. arising out of 
the utilisatioJl of bio.19gic;.al ,resources; · " . 

• • � t, • • ( , '.,) ' .  . • \ 

. .  > 

• : .  I 

Functions 
of State 
Biodiver
sity Board. 



Ex� f91./2003 

24. OJ Any citizen'- ' of indhi or 'a ��y corp orate , 
organisation or association registered ' 111 India 

. iI)\q",ing �o v.nQ��t��e a� ac�ivi�
.
Y . r�ferre? to in 

, section 7 ·  shall glve pnor mtlmahon til s uch 
form as may be prescribed by the State Govern
��nt tQ th€? Stat� . Bio4iversity Board . 

25. 

(�) Qq r4��pt Qf �!l. ' ip.tjPl�tiot\ \In(jer s.ub-sec� 
tJ.�n\ (U. tbe SU\ie ll\�.(.hverH�Y It.Qarq may, 10 con
s,tUtflU4n wlth t\l� lQcd l?Qdie$ �Qncerned and af
ter �ldng weh �nquirie$ as it may deem fj t, by 
order, prohibit or restrict any such activi ty if  it 
i� Qf q,piJMQn that �u�,h activi.ty is.  detrimental or 

, Go.P.�fa.I)' t6 the . obj�ctives Qf <;onservatio n and 
su�tamabJ,e use of biodiversity or �quitable sha
ring of benefits �risit;l.g out of suc� a,c ti vit y : 

Providod that 1\0 �ucl1 order shall be made 
witaout giving �n QPPQft"nity Qf � . .mg heard to 
tho persoll affected.' , ' 

(3) Any information given in the form referred 
t o  in sub�seeti(;n ' (1)  fu.r prior intimatio.n shall 
b� �ep� con�idential an� shal� not be disclosed , 
�Jthe.r lntent:tt>nally or uI1t11tent16naUy, to any per� 
SOD not co�oern6d thereto. 

The provisions of sections 9 to 17  shall apply 
to a State Biodiversity Board and shall have 
eElect &ubjeot to the fo1l0wing , Jn0difications,.  
namely :-

(a) refer�Bees to the Central Oovemmen t shall 
be Qenstrued as refe-rencos to, the· State Govern
ment; 

(b) refere.nees to th� Natipnal Bi�divers'ity Autho
rity shalt ' be construed as references to the State 
Biodiversity Board; 

, 

Power of 
Sta te Bio
diversity 
Board to 
res trict 
certain ac
tivities vio
lating the 
objectives 
of conser
vation, etc� 

Provisions 
of sections 
9 to 1 7  to 
apply with 
mo difica

tions to 
State Bio
diversity 
Board.  

• 

• 
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, CHAPTER VII 
� . ; , 

F�ANCEt ACCOUNTS ANO AUDIT OF NATIONAL 
" " ,  ' BIODIVERSITY AUTHORITY ' ', . ' , j .. . " " . , . 

Grants or 2t:. Tbe Central G9verilment may, after 4ue al'pr(l
loans by the ' ., " , ' priaiion niade bj Parliament 'by� law'in '  :this .bchalt� 
Central Go- pay to tbe National BiOdiversity, Autliodtybby. way 
vemment. of grants or loans such sums of money as the 

. ,  , Q�n.tr�l GovernD;lent lDay think fit for being uti-
: " ,:, Ijsed , for ,  the 'pU1);>oses. of ' this A�t,: " 

< ' ; , " 

C"llStitu- �'t, (1 ) .'1We '$hali ;�p; �o'!.�ftit"! il Fwi� tlfl�'e;Jled 
bon of -!"la- ' . .  ,the Natlonal Blb(:hy�rslty fund ,and fJQfI:� '�hall 
ti�nal . BIG- , t' : ' be �edited . thet�tQ-' ,

" 
, ' i '  

. '  , , " " , " ,' ," 1 ' 
•d lverslty Fund. ' ' ,'" ' , ' " " !-1 

(a) any' 'grants and ' lo'ans , " "made to�:the ' Na
tional BiOdiversity Authority under section 26; 

, r '  " . . 

(b) . (!1I ch�fie� �n9 '�Q�lties 'rec�iVed l&y �e 
"Na tional . BIQ<hverslty ' Authority ' nnder ," this 
AcJ ; aDd" .., , '  ' "  :. , , '  . ' . ; ! "  

' i  ( . .; ,: � 
(c) , all sums'  received by tbe 'N�tional Biodi
,v�r�ity Autbpdt� f(o.m S�C�I oth�r, �our�.es as 

: may .be. declded upc;>n by tl1e: ·C'entral.- Oo\rern-
ment. " . 

. " ; !  � "
. 

. ' . ' , 
� " 

' (2) The Fu'nd shall be applied for-

(2) ' channeling benefits to the benefit claimers; 
(b) conservation and promotion of biological 
resources and development of areas from 
where. such biological , 'resourc�' or ��ledge 
assOCIated thereto has . been ac¢essed; ;" 

'
(c) socio-cconomic development of al'ea's re
ferred to in clause (b) in consultation With the 
local bodies concerned . 

AnnlUd re" 28. ' rhe �Nationa.i Biodiv�miity Auth?�i� s�al� pre�a.�e. 
• pOrt -of ,Na- . m . such form· and at' such tllne each financIal 

tiOnal lliodi- y�ar as may be prescribeq�' its �.��al r��i�. gi-
veriU, Au- vmg a full account of Its aCtiVlt1es dtlIIitg the 
thority� , . previous financial year and furnish. to the Celltral 

> . 

.� _. ;. ' t. .- """ 

" . , .' ,. ." .�. . ' " 



Budget. 
aceounts 
and audit. 

" 11�'V6ra�ent; . '�bre -su'ch , '·d.��e ��., may , be , 'pres

: .• flb.cch:,!tts audltotl C()py of .��O_\S J"ge�� with 
auditor s report thereon. 

. 

29 . ( 1 )  The National Biodiversity Authority shall pre 

pare a budget, maintain proper accounts and other 

" releVant records (il'1cluding the accounts and 'Q�l1er : 
relevant records of the National Biodivffs ity Fund) 
and prepare an annual statement of account i n  

' such' form .  a� may be pr�scrib�d by , the Central 
, GovCln,mcat 1U CClllsultatlol1 wlth the Comptroller 
�1id' �A'Uditor-Gen-c:Ial of In,dia . " 

�, ! ! . : . � .  , 

(:l> . Th� ' accounts of the National Biodiversity 
Authority shall be audited by the Comptroller and 

AtJ9it@�-Genoral of Ind-ia .at �uch intervals as m,ay 
, �, ,,�Hi� by. him �and , ally e�penditure , incur-

red In connection Wlth such alldit shall be ,  paya . i · : : : '  
ble by the National Biodiversity Authority to tho � , '  

, C(}�ptroller <and A:udito(-G�neral of India. 
. , ' . .  

.U) > The Comptr.Uer 4ud A�djtor-General of India 

alld. ;�ny "thef �rson appointed by him in con
nection with the audit of the accounts of the Na

tional Biodiversity Authority shall have 'the same 

, ' : ,rigJlt� and privileges and au�horjty In connection 

;." , ,,�th ,,�uch audit as the Comptroller and Auditor
. ; . ; (Jcnei�l generally has in eonnection with the audit 

oCthe Government accounts and, in particular. 

shall have the right to demand the production of 
books, accounts', connected vouchers and pther 

documents and papers and to inspect any of the 

.,otfice$ of the National Bio<iivenity Authority. 

(4);- ' The accounts of the National Biod i versity a s  

c*'t;'tified by the Comptroller and Auditor General 
of, �ia or any ' other .person app.ointed by him in 

thIS behalf together with the audit report thereon 
-sllall l)e forwarded annually to the Cen tral Go-
, ,�mll1ent . 

. 

• 

}O" The Centfl,l.l Government shall cause the annual Annual 

report and audjtor's report to be laid, as soon r�(trt ,to 

as ll1ay , be after they a.�e . received , before each . be ' l�id" be- • 

House of Parliament. " . fqre Par-
, ' ' . 'fhftn�nt 

'" " •. ". i: ;  
: .t t · · ; , 
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CHAPTER VIII . .  ' '. , .' : ',' ,. ' :� ! .  "; 
' >  "F1�ANCE, ACCOPNTS.A�A.UriI" . "_ATB . BIODIVE�SITY llQAltO : ' , ' , ' I  

31 . 
. ! :- - . -- . , � . I,. " ., . '.� '. d '  t: 1 

The Sla t.: Government ma.y, aftc?r due a\lPfoPQ�
tio]J ,!nade by the St,te Le�'�la�ut� \!'Y,t�w II}. ttiis 
behalf, pay to th� State _ oalversi,ty' tH �oard by 
Wi}' of grants or loans. 811 ' J  s�m8' ,r '�Iley as 
the Stat� Qovernment may tbil\� fit fo� bei� uti -
Used for the purposes of thi-s ACt. , , . : 

.32. (1) There shall be constituted a PtrIli to be 
called the State Biodiversity Fund and there shall 

, �  �re4iied th�reto-. 
\ ;  

(a) any ' grants and loan, ,D.lad, ' t() , til, 'State 
Biodiversity Board under seeti&n - 3i; 
(b) any grants or loans made by the Natio
nal Biodiversity Authority; 
{e) all sums received by the State Biodiversity 
Board from such other sources as may be de
cided upon by ,the St:tt� Government. 

(2) . ·The State Bio<!.ivenity Fund shall ,.be . applied 
for-

(a) the management and conservation of hed-
.t�ge sites ;, . .  " ' .  

(b) compensating or rehabilitatit\g any section 
of the people economically affected by noti-
fication under sub-section (1) of seetioll 37; 
(c) . conservation arl.(t promotion of bjological 
resources;  

(d) ' rocio-economic development of areas ; from 
where such bi()logical resouJces or knowledge 

. associated thereto has been accesseq ' subject 
18 any order made un(ler sectio� 24, in c(')nsul

. tation with the ' local bodies coneemed: .... . : ' 

(e) meeting t�e .  expense.s i'B�ur�d'f<?r the,: pur-
l :  . ' poses a uthorI$ed by thus A<:(. . 
i33. , .' lite St�w: BiocHvcisity i�,.r� !h,lL p��, .in 

SUGh form and at such time m �a�li ; "Ji�nclal 

Gran.ts of 
money by 
State Go
vernment 
to State 
Biodiver
sity Board • 

Constitu
tion of 
State Bio
diversity 
Fund. 

Annual 
report of 
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year as may be ' prescribed,- its annual report, 
�vu,s ,\.; f��t<���llnt ?f . its activit

.
ies dur ing the 

prevIous fluallClaf yea�, and submIt a copy thereof 
to the State Government:" . . . 

34. The.f a.cco�nts o! the Sta�e. Bi<?diversity Board shall 
be malu,tamed and audIted m ' such manner as 

.may, iii, cOIls.u ltation with the Accountant-General 
. Qf!he, State, be, prescribed and the State Biod iversity 

Board shall furilish. · to the 'State Government. be
fore such date as may be prescribed , its audited 
copy of accounts together with auditor'S report 

. " .the'}"��. " 

35. The State Government shall cause the annua.l re
port and auditor's report to be laid. as soon as 

,. ; .  n�ay 1?e after. they . �re received. before the House 
of Sta�e ..  Legls�ature. " 

: ' "  

• 1, 

CHAPTER ' IX 
DUTIES OF THE 'CENTRAL AND THE STATE 

GOVERNMENTS 

36. ( l ) The Central Guvernment shall develop natio
n�l . strategies. plans,  proprammes for the COllserva
tjon ,and proD,lotion and sustainable use of bio lo
gical devtrsity including measures for identification 
and monitoring of areas rich in biological re
sources, promotion of in situ, and ex situ , conser-
vation of biological resources, incentives for re
search, training and public education to increase 
awarene.SS with respect to biodiversity. 

, , (2) , Where th� Central Government has reason 
.. ' "  to believe that any area rich in biolog;.cal diver

si:tY, biological resources arid their ' habitats is 
being threatened by overuse, abuse or neglect, it 
shall issue directives to the concerned State Go
vernment to take hnmediate ameliorative measures, 
offering such State Government 'any technical and 

, other ' assistance that is ' possible to be provided 
or needed . 

State Bi�
diversity 
Board. 

Audit  of 
account 
of State 
Biodiver
sity Board 

Annual re
port of 
State Bio
diversity 
Board to 
be laid be
fore State • 
Legislature 

Central 
Govern
ment to 
develop 
National 
strategies� 
plans.  
etc.,  for 

conserva
tion, etc . ,  
o f  biologi
cal diver
sity. 

.. 

• •  

• 
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(3) :Tho ' CeT\tT�1 .Gove{n.IP�nt . shall, }1S f�r as 
pra\c*ic"blt ' wberc"r it d�6 . fPl1fQpr"'le, )nte
... te· fte Conserv�t,on, p"oll1()tH)n JDd �ufi* ... able 
use of biological diversity into relevant &eQtoral 
or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies . 

,t�J · · Tho . C,otral ' Gov�rnm611t sb.aJ l UJl(h;l'take 
.('�iu res,�" 

(i) .wherever necessary, for asseSSIllent of envi� . 

ronmenlal impact of that projeot which is Jikely 
tQ ·have · adverse , effect ap \1i�loji�l div�rsity, 
with" a '9iew to avoid or' miQimilie $l1Q\\ '�ti and 
where appropriat, provide' tor publ;Q.· pArti�iplltion , . 
in such ftssessm,n t;  
(ii) to reg\llate, ma:nag� pr contrQJ . nj, risks 
IlctllQCiated with th� US¢ l\nQ .  rolo,sp Qf livN. mo
flliiecI .organisms resulting (r9Jll bioteohn'Qlogy 
likely to have adverse impact on the conservation 
and sustainable use of biological div�rsity an� 
:qumall ,health . 
(5) The Central G9venlment shall endeavour to 
respect and protect the knowledge of local people .,  

relati ng to biological diversity, as recommended 
by the National Biodiversity AuthoritY thn>ugh 
such measures, which may include regiS.tratiQn of 
such knowledge at the local, State or Dfltional 
levels, and other measures for protection, . inclu-
ding .sui generis system. -

Explanation.�F()r the purpos.es of this ��tjqn,
(a) "ex situ conservation" means the conservation 
of components of biological diversity outside their 
natural habitats; _ 

(b) "in �itu conservation" mea.p� the oOQserva
ti�� of ecosyst,m� and natur�l l1abitats and the 
maintenance and" recovery of viable pop"l�lions 
of species in their. natural sun:ounding� 3,pd, �n 
the ca$O of domestIcated Ot �ultlvated 'pec1CS; 1D 
t�e .surr.oundings �here they have developed their 
dJstmctIve propertIes. 

(1)  Without prejudice to any other law for the 
thlle being in for�c, the State Governmcllt 'lQaVt 
from time to time in consultation with the local 
bodies, notify in the Officif\l Gazette, a .. e�s of 
biQdiversity importance as '��odiv�sity - heritage 
sites under this Act . . 



Bx-191/2003 

Power of 38 . 
Central Go
vernment to 
tlotify threa- . 
tened species.  

Power of 39 . 
Central 
Government 
to designate 
reposi tories. 

Power of 40. 
Centra l 
Government 
to exempt 
certain bio
logical re
sources . 
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(2) The State Government, in consultatioft with 
the Central Government, may frame rules for the 
tnanagement and conservation of all the heritage 
sit�. 
(3) The State GGvernment shall frame schemes 
for compensating or rehabilitating any person or 
section of people ec onomically affected by such 
n otifica tion . 

Without prejudice to the provisions of any other 
law for the time being in force, the Cen tral Go
vernment, in consultation with the concerned State 
Government, may from time to time notify any 
species which is on the verge of extinction or 
likely to become extinct in the near future as a 
threatened species and prohibit or regulate collec
tion thereof for any purpose and take appropriate 
steps to rehabilitate and preserve those species . 
(1) The Central Government may, in consultation 
with the National Biodiversity Authority, designate 
institutions as repositories under this Act for dif
ferent categories of biological resourc es . 

(2) The repositories shall keep in safe custody 
the biological material including voucher specimens 
deposited with them. 

(3) Any new taxon discovered by any person 
shall be notified to the repositories or any insti
tution designated for this purpose and he shall 
deposit the voucher specimens with s uch reposi
tory or institution. 

Notwithstanding anything contained in this Ac t, 
the Central Government may, in consult ation with 
the National Biodiversity Authority ,  by notifica
tion in the Official Gazette, declare that the pro
visions of this Act sha ll not apply to a ny items .  
including biological reSources norma lly traded as 
commodities. 

CHAPTER X 
BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT COM�HTTEES 

• 

• 

41. . (1)  Every local body shall constitute a Biodiver- Con sti ttl- • 
sity Management Committee within its area for tion of 
the purpose of promoting conservatio n ,  sus taina - Biodiver-



• 

• 

,. -

. .  . -

'. � . "  . , 

bie uSe and documentation 6f biolb8tOllf{ diYersity sity Mana
including prcse-rvation of habittlt8,( ieoD .. r�atkm of FJIlont 
landra�, folk varieties and ·ttiltivar.; .r4rme*tica- Commit
ted stocks aDd hreeti. of animal.' ! -.m . 'lWiero- tees. 
organism s and chronicling of knOwted�e' Tt'htting 
to.  bio�ogi cal diversity.  

Explanation.- For the purposes of : this sub-
section,-. 

: " 1 ' 

(u) "eultivar" lueans a variety of , ptiLnt that 
has originated and persisted under cultivation 
or was specifically bred ' fo r ' the ' purpose of 
cultivation; ( ' . 

(b) "folk variety" means a . cuUivated variety 
of plant that was developed, groWll and ex
changed informally among -farmen; , 
(c) "landrace" means primitive oultivar that 
was grown by ancient farmeli 8b:d their 

. successors . 

(2) The National Biodiversity Authority and titt 
State Biodiversity Boards -Shall consult tllle Biodi
versity Mana�ement Committees while tating any 
decision relating to the use of biololical resources 
and knowledge associated with such resources oc
euning within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
Biodiversity l\1anagement Committee. 

{3) The Biodiversity Management Committees 
may levy charges by way of collection fees from 
any person for accessing or collecting any biolo
gical resource for commercial purposes from areas 
falling within its territorial j urisdiction. 

CHAPTER XI 

LOCAL BIODIVERSITY FUND 

42. The State Government may, after due appropria- Grants to 
tion made by State Legislature by law in this behalf; Local Bio
pay to the Local Biodiversity Funds by way of grants diVersity 
,or loans such sums of money as the State .Government Fund: I 

may think fit for being utilised for the purpos� of 
th·is Act. 

' . 



r '  ' ; : . 

. ( . � . ' 

43. (l) 1\etl �h$1l \le �onttituted a Fu,nd to be cal led 
. �1t.e L".ftl �io4iver"ity. Fund at eyC}£� area not ified 
by . , .. �l,te- · 6�vorftment .where apy institution of 

: �f-&OyerDPlen\� ,\$ fUllc,t�oniJlg '�nd $ete shall be 
eredi..a thercte-' 

. . . ' 

" � ... ', 

(3 ) any grants and loans made under section 
42; ' 
(h) any grants or loans made by the National 

. :Biodi versity A uthori:ty; " , , . 

, . 

(Sl) aRY , grants or: lQans :made by tbe State 
Biodiversi ty Boards ; 

(d) fee� ref�rTed to in sub-sec�ion (3) of sec
, . .  tie.. 4,l r�i;ve,d · \>y th, Bi9di-vt;rsity Manage

m�.t Com�\ttc;e�; . 

'C)1311 s.Q� recei;ved i?y tbe Loca l  Biodi  versity 
Fund {rom s'uch· , othQf· sources as may be 
decided upon by the State Government. 

ConstItu
tion of 
Local Bio
diversity 
Fund. 

• 

.. 

44. (I) S1Jbje�t to the .' pr.ovisions . of sub-section (2), Applica- - • • 'e �_D�gw1�nt &nd the) cu&tody of the Local tion of Lo
.8iQSJj.ver�i�y Fund a.nd the purposes for wh i c h  such cal Biodi-

. Fun 4 shall be applied, be in the manner as may versity 
.� prQS<:)ribed by tbe ' State Government .  Fund.  

, 

(2) The Fund shall be used for conservation and 
promoti on of biodiversity in th e areas falling 
witbiu .the jurisdiction of the concerned loca l body 

. and for t\le benefit of the community in so far 
such. , use is  consistent with conservation of biodi-
ver�ity. . 

45. The person holding the custody of the Loca 1 Bio
diversity Fund sha H  prepare, in such form and duri ng 
each financial year at SUCQ time as may be prescri btd. 
its annual report, giving a full account of its activities 
during the previous financial year, and submi t a copy 
thereof to the concerned local body . 

AUqit: '0,£ 46. The; .c�O.uBts of the. Local · Biodiversity Fun� 
aC,?Quuta of shall be maintained a.uq audited in such man�e.r 
Biodi�ity �s ; nlay, in consultation with the Accountant-Ge-
Management neral Qf the, State, b� prescribed and the person 
Co mmittees. holding the custody of the Local Biodiversity Fund 

Annual 
report of 
Biodiversi . 
ty Mana
gement 
Commit
tees . 
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� . . ' ,: �hall f�inisb, t�i the cottcerned local b04y,. ' before ·· 
� ; ; .' "s,u�h d,ate as maY.b� p'i"escribed, its :�udite{J ¢qpy of 
; : '  . ' 8c¢ouiits together 'with auditor�s r�port thereon . 

.. . .  - .... " ',' " . , . -' .. • .  : ,: .. y . ; .  . . . . .  ' .  

Annual re- 47. Every local body constituting a Biodiversity' : Ma
port, etc . ,  " _ . na;gement Committe� under sub ·section (I) of sec
of the Biodi� ', :', tion 41, shaU caus'e, the "annual report ·, and 
versity Ma- : " auditeo copy of accounts together with audiJor's 
nagement report thereon referred to in sections 45 and 46� 
Committee to respectively and relating to. such Committee , to be 
be submitted ' " submitted to ,.the .:I;>istrict Magistrate having juris-
to District ' . '(f iCtioil oyer 'the are'a of the local body ." , ' 

Magistrate. . ,  

CHAPTER , xli 
� .. ;;  .: 

MISCELLANEOUS' , 
,�. '. ' ., , 

� ' "  � . , .� � 

',; t , . 

National 48. ·(I} Without prejudice to the fo t.e going 'provisions 
Biodiversity of this Act. the National Biodiversity AuthOrity 

w.uthority sbalI" ln ',the : discharge" ,of its functions and dutie� 
to be, bound y" . under tbi-s , Act, he bound by such . directi.ons on 

II - by �he di: " . questi�Bs ?f p�ljcy , as .the Cen!r� ' .  Go��rnment 
recttOns gJ- . ' may gIve: In wnttng to It.  fro� time , to tIme : 

• 

ven b:9 Cen- , , ' � .t 

tral Govern- , Provided that the National Biod.iversity Au,-
ment. th'ority sh�ll,i as far ' as practicable,; ' be, ' given; op-

'portunity to express its, views before any direc
�ion is, given under, this ' sub-�ection.  . , : ; .• .  ' . ;' 

Power of 
State Go
vernment to 
give direc
tions. 

, . , ; . \ 

' (2) The decision of it-he 'Central Government- whe
ther a question is one of policy or not shall be 
final. , . '  , ' 

1l9. (l) Without prejudice to th� foregoing provisions 
of this Act, the State Biodiversity ' Bo�rd shall, in 
the discharge of its functions and '· duties under 
this Act, be bound by such directions. on qu.estions, 

, of poJicy as the State Government may give in 
Writing to it from time to time : ' 

Provided that the State Biodiversity Board 
T. ' �haIl, �s far as practicable, , Qe "  givt(n, an " opportu

nity to express its views before aily ' direction is. 
, given under this sub-section. , ' . 

(2) ' The' decision of the State Government whe
ther a question is one of policy ;or not shall be 
,final. 

' . , 
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Settlement 
of di spute s 
between 

50. (1) If a dispute arj�s between the National Bio
diversity Authority and a State Biodiversity Board, 
the said Authority or the Board, as the case may 
be, may prefer an appeal to the Central Govern · 
ment within such time as may be prescribed . 

State Biodi
versity Board·s. 

(2) . Every appeal made under su�-sect ion (1) shall 
be 1 n  such form as may be ·  prescrIbed by the Cen
tral Government. 

(3) The procedUie for disposin g of an appea l 
shall be such as may be prescribed by the Central 
Government : 

Provided that before disposing of an appeal. 
the parties shall be given a re asonable opportuni-
ty of being heard. . 

(4) If a dispute arises between the State Biodiver
sity Boards, the Central Government shall refer 
tae same to the National Biodiverljity Authority. 

(5) While adjudicating any dispute under sub
section (4), the National Biodiversi ty Authority 
shall be guided by the principles of natural justice 
aDd 5hall follow such procedure as may be pres-
-cribed by the Central Government . 

• 

(6) The National Bio<liversity Authority shall have, 
for the purposes of d i schargi ng its functions under 
this section, the same powers as are vested in a 
civil court under the Code of Civil Procedure , 5 of 1908 
1908 in respect of the following matters, 
name ly :-

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance 
of any person and examining him on oath ; 
(b) requiring the discovery and production. 
of d ocuments ; 

(c) receiving evidence on affidavi ts ; 
(d) issuing commi ssions for the examination 

of witnesses or documen t s ;  

(0) reviewing i ts decisions; 
(f) dismissing an ap plication for default OT 

deciding it ex parte; 
(g) setting aside any order of di smissal of any 

application for default or any order passed 
by it  ex parte; 

(h) any other matter which may be prescribed . 

• 
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(7) ' . Every pr�ceedilll before the Nati,�, ; Bi.o�i
WfSlty �utli�ty .  shall be d .. � tQ; bct� ;.d,elal 
proceedIng wIthin the meamn! � of .�tlOll' .. . 1 93 
and ,,118. and for the pU£P9S4 Q( s.etipn , 196.. of 
the Indian Penal Code and th� N"tuiou.l Bhld,iver
shy Autholity shalL be deemed to be a, civil cQurt 
for al1 the p urposes of sectioll 195 and Chapter 
XXVI of tb� CO<M of Criminal Proc �\Ke, I 1J73. 

5 1 .  All members, offic�rs and other employees of the 
Nationa l Biodiversity Avthority or Uie State Bio
diveuity Board shall be deemed, whon . actiDi or 
purportillg to act in pwsuauae of uy . of the pro
visions of this Act, to be publia seivap'ts within 
the meaning of sectiotl 21 of the ludl&a Penal 
Cock. 

Members, 
Officers. 
etc., of 
National 
Biodiver
sity Autho
ritv and 
State Bio
diversity 
Board dee
med to be 
public 
servants . 

Sl. Any person, ag.rievod by any detctmiaatioxa. of Appeal. 
benefit sharina or order of the National Biodi-
vorsity Auth(.Jlity or a Stale BiodivCltlity Board 
under this Act, may file an appM.l to tbe High 
Court within thirty days from tbe date ot comm ·jni-
cation to him, of the determination or order ot the 
National Biodiversity Authority or the State Bio-
diversity Board, as the C ise may be :  

Provided that the High Court may, if it is sa
tisfied that the appellan t was prevented by s uffi 
cient cause from filing the ap�l within the said 
perio4, allow it to be filed within a further period 
not exceeding sixty days. 

51. Every determination of benefit sharing or order Execution of 
made bv the National Biodiversity Authority or a determina
State BIo diversity Boa'fd under thii Act or the tion o r  
order made by the High Court i n  any appeal order. 
against any determination o r  order of the Natio-
nal Biodiversity Authority or a State Biodiversity 
Board shall, on a certificate issued by any officer 
of the National Biodiversity Authority or a State 
Biodiversity Board or the Registrar of the IJigh 
Court, as the case may be, be deemod to be de-
cree of the civil co urt and shall be executable in  
the same manner a s  a decree of  that court. 
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, , . E?tpI.aIl�tiOri.-. For the ' 
. 
purposes of this' seC-

. '  tion and section 52, the expression "State Bio di
versity Board" inCludes the person or group of 
persdns to whom ' the ' powers .or functions under 
sub-section (2) of s.ection 22 have been del egated 

, nn4er the proviso ·to that sub-section and the cef
'tificate ;relating to such person or group o f  per

. '  sons under this  section shall be issued by such 
. person .  or group of persons,  as the case m a y  be. 

54. No suit, 'prosecution or o ther legal proct'edings 
shaH · lie against the ' Central Government or the 
S��te <!ovemmeilt or any ·officer o f  the Central 
Government or the State Government o r ·  any 
member, officer dr employee ot the National  Bio
diversity Authority or the State Biodiversity Board 
fOT anything which is in good faith done or inten
ded to be done under this Act or the rules or re
gulations made thereunder. 

55. ( 1 )  Whoever contravenes or attempts to contra 

vene or abets the contravention of  the pro v i si ons 
of section 3 or section 4 or section 6 s h a l l  be 

, .  puIiishable with ' imPrison ment: for a term ' whi ch 
may extend to five years , or with fine which may 

" extend to' ten ' lakh rupe�s and where ' the damage 
:caused exceeds : ten lakh rupees such fi n C'  may 
coinmensurate with the daniage caused , Dr with 
both. ' 

(2) Whoever contravenes or attempts' to contravene 
or ab�ts the contravention of the provi s i ons of 
section 7 or any 'order made und er sub-sectlOn (2 ) 
of secti on 24 shall  be punishable with impri son
ment for a: term which tnay extend to three years; 
or with fine which may extend to five lakh rupees, 
or with both . 

tion of di· 
rections or 
orders of Cen
tral Govern
ment, State 
Government, 

National Bi
odiversity 
Authority 

56. If any person contravenes any directi on given or 
order made by the Centra l  Government. ' the State 
Government, the National Biodiversity Authority 
or the State Biodiversi ty Board for whic h no 
punishment has been separately provi ded under 
this  Act, he shaH be punished with a fine which 

. may eXlend t6 one ' lakh rupees and in case of a 
�econd or subsequent offence, with fine wh ich may 
extend fo two lakh rupees and in the case of COD
tinuous contravention wi th additional fine which 
maY ' extend to two lakh rupees . every day d u ring 
wh ich the default continues. and State 

Biodiversity 

:. '. .' 'f 

.
. , 

� " . 
: . . ,. 
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Boards. 
Offence� by , 51· ;�1 . . ��.��� iall ,  Q,ft"en� . 9d W!ltf���,tWn :iwp.�t this:�,: :" ':�" :,; ":. " : companies . " :�" " ��oWS�h%��t' �.��WMg�1h� Yo�8te°�a;�t�:;��; ... ; .

"

� "
"! �·

. , 
tiolt .was commItted was In charge of, ' and: wa s ... .. . ': _ ' ' . 
responsible to. the company for the conduct of " ' .  
J�H:.,' ;RPst.n�llss'bo. rd' t�,� . �0d, ll}pa�... aS�'lW.

' �ll ;�k th�;:om- ',
.

' . .. � . 

pil>nYt Ji",a ' .  e .. e.em� Jo o.e gijl ty oC"""f! .Q;11,ence , . , "  ." 
or coiiJraventioo and sha]l� 'b�" 'liable" to 00' pro- " " . 

. . �e�d,�4..:. a��.ps� ,  an(t��lli�!t�d �cc9;�dip�y :  

Prri�ided that �oth'ing . cont;{nbd'  Jn �ttJi�." sub
section sha ll render any such persou" 1iaofe 'to any 

'Sir,i�retcflet E�%�2fr�j:rit?6� ���i ����fu�f����i�h� 
, .  'o;ut his knowledge or ; that he had eXer.ci�d all 

�que diligence to prev�llt· the �ortip1issi oii o,f s uch 
offence, or contrav�uUon. .. . 

• - ,

. 
1 

(Z) . Notwith�tandi�g a�y,��iIJ8 �on�jHep' in s�b
�ctio� (1), �here (lq offel!Fe . pr cp!l�ven��m !,lnder 
this Act has been com�mtted by � ,  qOtnpan� and 
it is proved that the offence or contravention has 

, been committed with the consent or connivance 
, ; C?f ' or is attri})utflbJe to, any Dt;glect .oiJ · th� part 

of any director, manager, secretary .. or otQ.er pfficer 
of the company, such director, manager, .�f?Sfet�ry 
or other officer shall also be deemed to De gU1lty 
of the Qffence or contraventiQp aI;td shall . be liable 
to be proceeded'  a�airist and' 'j>PJ11sqed ac�ordingly. 

Exp�anation.- F()r the purpose� Qf thi�, �ection,-

(a) "company" means any body corporate 
�lDd. i.ncludes a firm . or other assQc,¥ttion of 
Hldlvldual�; and .. . 

(b) "director" in relation to a firm, means a 
partner in the firm. 

Offences to 58. 
be cogniza-

The offences under this Act shall' be cognizable 
�nd 110Jl-bailable� . 

ble and non
bailable. 

, . 
Act to have ' 59. The provisions or this Act shalJ 'be in addition 
effect in ' to, and not in derQgatfOl1., of, � pje provisions In 
addition to any other law, for the time bemg in 'rorce, rela-
other Acts. . ting to for.ests or wildlife . 

Power of 60. The Central Government mflY giv� directions to any 
Central Go- State Government as to the carryIng into execution 
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, vernment to ',' 

give direc
ti61ls to State 
Government. ' 

.� ... 

30 

: in the State of any of the provisions or th'is Act 
" or of any rule or regulation or order mado there· 
, uJ),dcr >, 

' ' , 

Cognizance 6 1 . No court shall tak.e cognizance of any offence un
of offences. " det this Act except on a complaint made by-

(a) the Central Government or any authority or 
" officer authorised in this bebalf by that Govern

ment; or 

' (b) any " benefit claimer who has given notiCe of 
,not less than thirty days in the prescribed manner. 
of such offence and of his intention to make a 
complaint, to the Central Gover�ment or the au
thority or officer authorised as aforesaid .  

,62. (1)  The Centra l  Government may, by notification 
in the Official Gazette, make rules fOf carrying 
out the, purposes of this Act . 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoing power, such rules may 
provide for aU or any of the following matters , 
namely :-

(a) terms and conditions of service of the 
Chairpersoil and members under sec tion 9; 

(b) powers and duties of the Chairperso.n under 
section 1 0; 

(c) procedure under sub-section ( 1 )  of section 
12  in regard to transaction of business at 
meetings; . 

(d) form of application and p ayment of fees 
for undertaking certain activities under sub
section (1)  of section 1 9; 
(e) the form and manner of making an ap· 
p lication under sub-section (2) of section 19;  

(f) form of application, and the manner fof 
transfer of biological resource or knowledge 
under sub-section (2) of. section 20; 

(g) fOlm in which, and the time of each 
financial , year at which, the annual report of 
the National Biodiversity Authority shall ' be 

.... . .  � . '. . 

Power of 
Central 
Govern
ment- to • 
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prepared and , the, date l.#ore ' "  .:wrh!ph, its �udi

teo cOPY 9f ,  accQunts wg��Aor · . .  '�t�· audItor's 
report therei)n 'shalt� ' 'rliin'i'ltc4\'u�r section 
18; " " , 

' {h) form in which the , �nua1 ' itj;\ternent . of 
account shall be prepared , under , ' sub-section 
( 1 )  of section 29; , , 

, (i) the time within which and . " tke form in 
, w�ich, an .app�r ' may, ,�' pref�.od. the proce-
4ure for dlspos'm'g of an appeal and the pro
cedure for acijudicatioo, unger. , �ectjoll 56; 

(j) the additional manner in which the Na
tional Biodiversity Authority , may exercise 
powers of the civil court under ClaPic (b) of 
sub,;,section (6) of section 50; 

, 

'(k) the mantl@r of giving not,ice lJuGer clause 
(b) of section 61 ; , ' 

, ! 

(I) any other matter which is to be, or may 
be, prescribed, or in respccrt of wh�h provi-
sion is to be made, b..y �ules. . . 

(3) Every rule made under this sectio1l and every 
'Teguiaticn made under this Act shall be laid, as 
'Soon as may be after it is made, bofore each 
House of Parliament, while it is in session, for 
a total period of thirty days which may be com-

'prised in one session or in two or more successive 
sessions, and if, before the c;xpiry of the session 
immediately following the session or thO.iSuccessive 
-sessions aforesaid. both Houses agree in making 
any modification in the rule or regulation or both 
Houses agree that the ru le or ' regulation should 
not be made, the rule or regulation shall thereaf
ter have effect only in such modified form or be 
of no effect, as the case may ' be; . so� however, 
that any such modification or annulment shall bi} 
without prejudice to the validi1;y of al17tb;ng pre
vioU6ly done under . that rule . o r  regulati�n.: 

�63. ( 1 )  The State Government may. by noti.fu;1ltion in Power of 
the Official Gazett�, make ruleJ f()f �'.fYing out State Go-
the purposes of thIs Act. , , , ' " i vernment 

to make 
(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the rules. 
generality of tJt,e fOl'ego,ing . �ower),; $w;h Ji-utes "",y , - , i  , ;  , 
provide foc all or a'�y of. the {pllowlng matters. ' , , '" 
namely :� 

, 
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. , {�1.:.'l�. (!�1b(:r . . .  fpl:l�Hpns ; tQ be performed 
,� px)�;ed$1$l�'FlJ!odlV�fSl(j.'c :8,9. �rd ll�lder clause 
{cr of se�ltbn 23; " , " ' . " ; 

; , ' , . , . (,:1:>)" t�e)'21m in which the pr�or int ima tion 
d � . ' , ,�roa�l�! glYt!� Ul'�d�r ��p-:-se.chon { O  of sec-

. ", - . :.. , � 

" " " (c) th� fort;D. in which ,  a�d the time of each 
· financJaI year at whis;lJ., the annual report . ' ; ... .. 
�4�11 ,;:�:�P.fel?are(l :uQa�'t $,��tion 33; • . . 

___ '!� • 
. . • � . . , . �  ' .r f . · ' . . . ' . " • ". ' ," ' 

": '(d) :" th�' 'rilantier o( il11�lD�taining and auditing 
· th..e accounts of the State Biodiversit y Board 
· a'tId ' the c;late befor� which its audit';.d copy 

?f 'rhe �ccounts toget�er with auditor's. report 
thereon . shall be furmshed under sec tIon 34;. 
(eJ management and conservation of national 
heritage sites under section -37; 

til the manner of management and custody 
,?f the Local . Bio.diversity F.und and the pur
poses for whIch Fund shall be appUed under 

" S1:lb-s:ection ( 1) of . section 44; 

(g) the form of annual lepo.rt and the t ime 
. , .  at which such report shall be prepared during 

each financia l year under section 45 ;  
.' • r 

' (h j  the manner of maintaining and auditing 
the ' accounts of : the Local Biodjversity Fund 

. and the date before which its audited copy 
of the accounts together with auditor's report 
thereon shall be furinshed under section 46; 

(i) any other matter which is to b�\ or ID3Y 
be, specified. . 

(3) Every rule made b} tbe Stat e Govermrent 
uDder this section shall be laid, as soon as may 
be after it is made, before each House of the 
State ' Legislature where it consists of two Houses. 
or .:wb.ere such Legislature consists of one House� 
before that House. . . 

. . 
Power to &i. The National Biodiversity. Authority shall,  with 
make regula- . . the ,previous approval of the Centra) Government, 
tions. by notification in the Official Gazette, make regula-

tions for cauying out the purposes of this Act. 

• 

• 

• 
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65. ( 1 )  If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the 
provisions of this Act, the Central Government 

may, by order, not inconsistent with the provi
sions of this Act, remove the difficulty : 

Provided that no such order shall be made 
after the expiry of a period of two years from 
the commencement of this Act . 

(2) Every order made under this section shall be 
laid , as soon a s  may be after it i s made, before 
each House of Parliament.  
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