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NOTIFICATION 

• No. LA/RCJ32/96/198-231, the 14th August, 2003. The following 'arn�;�dm�lll.S 
to the existing rules and addition ()f neW Sch edule to the Rules of Procedure 
and Conduct of Business in !\.1izoram Legislative Assembly as recommended by 
the Rules Committee which was laid on the Table ofthel:lousc on 24th July, 
2003 are'published as required by .Sub-Rule (4) of rule 273 of the said Rules 
for general information. 

. .  I , . , 

AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE AND CQND.Ucr OF 
BlJSINESS IN THE 'MIZORAM L�GISLATIVE' ASSEMBLY. 

1. Amendment to The provisions of rule 301 of the Rules ofProced urcs 'lull 
Rule 301 Conduct of Business in Mizoram Legislative Assembly 

2. Amendment to 
Rule 2g4 (F) 
Sub-Rtde tb) 

shall be substituted with the following provisions-

.301. There shall be a Code of Conduct for Members of 

. Mizoram Legislative Assembly as enumerated in the Sixth 
Schedule' to these Rules. . 

After the word 'Members' in Sub-Rule (b) of Rule 284(F) 
the following words shall be added -
'with reference to the Code of Conduct for Members of 
Mizoram Legislative Assembly enumerated at Sixth .::-,che­
d ule to these Rules'. 

Rule 284 (F) The whole provision of Sub-Rule (C) of Rule 284(F) shall 
Sub-Rule (c) be deleted. 

NEW SCHEDULE TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE AND CONDUCT 
OF BUSINESS IN THE MIZORAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
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1. New Schedule A new Schedule ( Sixth Schedule), summing up the clauses 
(Sixth Schedule) of the Code of Conduct f"r Members or Mizoram Legisla­

tive Assembly, shall be inserted after Fifth Schedule in the 
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Mizo­
ram Legislative Assembly as under 

SIXTH SCHEDULE 
( See Rule 301) 

CHAPTER - I 

PRELIMiNARY 

1. This Code may be called the Code of Conduct for Members of the 
MizOl am Legtslative Assembly. 

2. W OIds and expressions used in this Code sha 11, unless the context other­
wise requires, have the meaning assigned [0 them in the Constitution of India 
and thl! Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Mizoram Legislative 
Assembly. • 

CHAPTER - U 

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS INSIDE THE 
HOUSE 

General Iules-

1. A member, whils t the House is Sitting, shaH -

(i) bow to the Chair while entering or leaving the House and also when 
takmg or leaving hIs/her seat; 

Oi) always address the Chair ; 

(iii) keep to his/her usual seat; 

tiv) maintain silence when not speaking in the Hou:')e ; 
(v) avoid talking or laughing in Lobby loud enough to be heard in the 

House ; 
(vi) maintain inviolability of the Question Hour; 

(vii) refrain from transgressing into the well of the House; 

(viii) resume his/her seat as soon as the speaker rises to speak. 

2. A member, whilst the House is sitting, �hall nut -
(i) read any book, newspap�r or letter except in connection with the 

business uf the House; 

(ii) interrupt any member while speaking by di')orJcriv 
expression or noises or in any other disorderly manner 

• 
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(iii) pass between the Chair and any member who is speaking ; 

(iv) leave the House when- the Speaker/Chair is addressing the House 

(v) obstruct proceedings, hiss or interrupt and shall avoid making running 
commentaries when member is speaking; 

(vi) applaud when a stranger enters any of the Galleries, or the Special 
Box; 

(vii) shout slogans in the House ; 

(viii) sit or stand with the back towards the Chair ; 

(ix) approach the Chair personally in the House. He may send chits to 
the officers at the Table, if necessary. 

(x) 

(xi) 

(xii) 

(xiii) 

(xiv) 

wear or display badges of any kind in the House; 

bring o r display arms in the House; 

display flags, emblems or any exhibits in the House; 

leave the House immediately after delivering his/her speech; 

distribute within the precincts of the House any literature, Ques· 
tionnaire, pamphlets, press notes, leaflets, etc. not connected with the 
business of the House; 

(xv) place his/her cap/hat on the desk in the House, bring boards in the 
Chamber for k:eping files or for writing purposes, smoke or enter 
the House with his/her coat hanging on the arms; . 

(xvi) carry walking stick into the House un less permitted by the Speaker 
on health grounds; 

(xvii) tear off documents in protest; 

(xviii bring o r  play cassette or tape recorder in the House; 

(xix) sit on Satyagraha or Dharua inside the House or anywhere within 
the precincts of the House; . . 

(xx) . bring cellular phones or pagers in the Ho use; 

, 

3. (1) If a private member desires to .Iay a paper or a uocument on thi 
Table of the House, he shall supply a copy thereof to the Speaker in advance 
sO as to enable him to decide wheth·'.f permission shOl�Jd be given to lay the 
paper Of documen[ on the Tabk'. If th� speak.tr penulls the member to lay 
the {'aper or document on the Table, the member may, at the appropriat� time, 
10)- It on the Table. . 
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(2) If a'; pnhl'a;te . member, . in . the course of his/her speech- wishes to quote 
from a �ecret Goverll n . ent document , paper or report. he may supply a copy 
tht:reof m advance-to. the Spedker anj also indicate the r,nt10ns therc:of which 
he wishes to quo te in order to enab le the Speaker to dedI!':: whether perm tssion 
shouid be' given. If the Speaker pl:rmits the member tn '1uote from the docu­
ment, the member may do so at the appropriate time .. h' ihe Speaker does not 
accord the neces sary permission, the member shall not qn0te from the docu-
ment nor refer to its Contents. 

4. (1) A member wishing to point out any mistake t);- nuccuracy ill a stat�­

ment made by a Minister or any otller memba shan ·rlH� referring to the 
matter in the House, write to the Sp.:aker ,Jointing ()'J. [h� particulars of the 
mistake or inaccuracr and seek his pamission to raise e11: matt�r in the Hou�e. 

5. No allegation o f  defamatory nature shall be made b:- a. member against any 
person unless the member has giwn adequate advanc�� notice to· the Speaker 
and also to the Minisler concerned so that the MinL.:;ter may be able to 
make all invesligatio·n into the ma tter for the purpose of reply. 

Provided that the Speaker may at any time prohibit any lnember from 
making any suc h  al lt gatlOll if he is of opinion that S Ilch allegation is dero. 
gatory to the d 'gnhy ot tUe Ho use or that no publIc interest is ser ved by 
makmg such allegation. 

6. :MemberS, s.\lall not give any advance publicity to vari"Lls notices given to 
them. 

7. A member, having a personal , pecuniary or direct H1[0rest in a matter be­
fore the House� while taking part in tbe proceedings on that . matter, shall 
declare the nature of that interest. It is expected of thG ,nember, as a matter 
of propriety, to decide for himself whether by cOlsting hi -; vote in a division ill 
the House on the matter , his judgm ent is likely to he deflected from the 
straignt line of publ ic policy by that interest. 

Rules to be observed while speaking -

8. A member, while speaking shall not � 

. - "'0: . 

(i) refer to any matter of fact on which a judicial Ol'ClSlOn IS pending 

(iii) make personal reference by way. of making �:11 allegatioi1 1m puting 
a mo dve to or questiOlllilg the bona fidt::, d:' any other member 
of the HJuse unless it be imperatively lw:;:�sary for the purpose 
of the debate bemg itself a matter in issue or rde vant thereto; 

,·.".(i) . use offens.ive expressions about ,the conduct or. proceedi:ngs of the 
As�mbly; 

. . 

(iiJ reflect on any determination of the House exo.:eption of thetlo�se 
except on a mOli.)ll resclUdlng it ; 

• 
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(iii) use the Governor's name:for the purpose of influencing the debate; 

(iv) utter heasonable, seditious or defamatory words; 

(v) usc his/her righ t of speech for the purpose or obstructing the business 
of the House; 

(vi) make any rdaence to the str .. illgers in J.ny of the gllll!ries ; 

. (vii) refer to Government officials by name; 

(viii) read a written �peech except with the previous. permission of the Chair:; 

Ox) question or comment on the ruling of the Speaker; 

(x) use insinuation or offensive and unparliamentary . expreSSIOns while 
addressing the Chair; 

(xi) speak unless.·ca,lled by the Speaker; 

(xii) speak unparliamentary words; 

CHAPTER - III 

. 'CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS DURING 
GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 

9. It is imperative for each and every member or any other persons present 
on the occaSIon of the Governor's address to observe solemnity, dignity 
and decorum; 

10. If anv member or other person interrupts or obstructs the Governor's 
Addr�ss to the Assembly, either before or during or after the Address, while 

the Governor is in the Hall, with any speech or point of order or walk­
out or in any other manner, such interruption, obstruction or show of 
disrespect shall be tantamount to an act of diserder and disFespect to 
the Governor and l11ay be considered as a grossly disorderly conduct 011 
the part (If the concerned member or other person and a contempt of the 
House which may be dealt w Ith by the -HOUSe subsequently en a motion 
moved by a member. 

1 1. If any memb�r or other person interrupts or obstructs the Governor 's 
Addr.ess or mars the dignity of the occasion in ·anyother mallner, the 
Governor., who is in charge of the proceedings and i .fuBy competent to 

' ·preserve order on the occa&ion may give such directions· as he may consi­
der necessary to preserve order, solemnity and dignity of the· occasion. 
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CHAPTER-:-IV 

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS IN 
COMMITTEES OF LEGI�LATUR[ 

Code of Conduct for members III 

Legislature Committees 

12. Where a member of a Committee has a personal, pe�uniary 
interest in any matter whic h is  to be considered by the Committee, 
state his interest therein to the Speaker through the Chairman 
Committee . 

or direct 
he shall 

of the 

13. Since the proceed!ngs of a Committee are treated as confidential, it is not 
permissible for a member of the Committee or any one ,vho has a ccess to its 
proceedmgs to communicate directly or indirec tly to the press any informat ion 
regarding its proceedmgs including its rep.>rt or any conclusions arrived at, 
finally or tentatively, before the rep0rt has been pre�ented to the House . 

14. Whenever a paper or document, marked 'secret' or 'confidentia l' is circu­
lated to the meILber� of the Commiltee, the contents of &uch paper of docu­
m�nt shall not be divuJged by any member either in the minute of dissent or • 
on the floor of the House, or otherwise, without the per mission of the Speakor 
and where such permlssion has been obtained , any restrktion imposed by the 
Speaker in regard to the manner in which, or the extent to which the infonna­
tion c ontaint;d III the document may be divulged , shall be stric tly ob�erved. 

. 

15. The evidellce given before a Committee shall not be- published by any 
member of the Committee or by any otner pl!rson until it has been laid on 
tne TabJe. 

Guidelines for Legislature C0mmittl!cs and Cod e of Conduct for members 
dUflug study tvurs of Leglslature Committees. 

16. Committees should not normally underta,ke tours unless it is absolutely 
necess�ry to undertake an on tne spot study tour tor proper eXanlitlatlon of 
th� suoJect before the Committee. 

17. Where a Committee pIOposes to undertake a tour, prior permission PI' tbe 
Speaker. should be taken m all cases. 

1�. Tours should not be undertaken merciy becaus� :,ol1loliling has to be. seen 
or discuSSl0IlS nave to be held WIth local au thorities. Dlscus:,ions can always 
u:sdulJy be held 1Il the Assembly and the Officers c0l1ccrned with tne subject 
matter can be specifically cdlled before the Committee. 

19. The:.�hQle) 
Committee or a sub�·Committee or Study Group consisting of 

any numberot' ,1llembers as considered appropriate by the Committee, IUay un- • 
denake. a tour. A. sub-Committee or Study Group may report back to toe whole 
Commlth:c after Its study tour. 

t 
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20. 0uril,lg tbe tours, Committees . should avoid visits to places not included 
in tli�:r official tou� programme, except local sight seeing. 

. , 

21. It is necessary tbat the expenditure on tours and the strain ou the' local ' 

administration and transport authoriti es should bl! kept to the minimun. 

22. Terms of r eferen ce of the Study Groups or sub-Committ�es who are sent. 
on study tours should be prec ise and laid down in writing. 

. 

' .. , 

23. A study tour should be undertaken before the official evidenc e on the 
subject is taken by the Committee and not after the evidence. 

24. A study tour should be undertaken for the absolutely minimum necessary 
period, not exc eeding a week at a time. 

' 

25. Sufficient notice of t he tour programme should be given to the State 
Governments/ot her Departments or Undert akings concerned . ' 

26. There should be nO last minute chan�es in the tour programme by Study 
Groups as these result in considerab1e dIfficulties to the Railways, Airlines, 
concerned Government Departments and officers. 

-27. Members shall avoid intermediate journeys during the tours. When trans-
. purt is p rovided by Government/Undert�kings during the tours of the Com· 

mittee, such transport should be uSed for Commi ttee work and not by indivi-
d�al me mbers for distant private visits. " 

:(,8. Members during lours, shall take particular Care to maintain proper d ig­

nity and Clccorum so that no criti cism is made of the Committee in any manner. 

29. During the tour, if a member falls ill and the doctor advises him not to 
undertake further  tour, he shall follow the doctor's advice. 

. 

30. No member shall give press s tlJ,tement s regarding Cummittee proceedings 
to press. Whenever any briefing. of the pres s is required t() be doney the same 
should be done by the Chairman of the Committee. 

31. Members shall not accept any cost ly gifts d ur ing the to ur . Members can, 
however, accept inexpensive mementos connected with the organisation visited. 

32. The Committee or Sub-Committee or Study Group, white on tour, shall 
not accept any invit.ation for IUlich or dinne,r or other hospi.tality th�t might be 
extended by any private party. A� UleOffiCJaJ Junch e� or dlnnc;ts, If any. tha t 
might be accepted by the Comnllttee or' Sub-CvmmlLtee or Study Group, no 

liquor should be allowed to be served .. 

33. NO member shall take any other person during the official tours. Au at· 
tendant or member's spouse may accompany a member on medical grounds 
with the prior permission of the Chairman of the Committee. In such cases, 
the memoer shall bear all expenses includint! hoteL charges in respect of his/ 
her spouse or attendant. In cas e a momber IS found having any accompanying 
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person' without prior permission, he/she would not only beat" a 11' the expens.es 
of such a person but would also stand automatically debotrred' fr6m:underta�ing 
any Committee tour thereaftt:r. 

34 . . The spouse or attendant of a member ill no case, sball accompany Com­
mittee members during official visit to any installation, u ndertaking, office or 

establishment and, during informal discus:,ions with officers of the concerned 
establishment, undertaking etc. 

CHAPTER-V 

CODE OF CONDUCT DURING DELEGATIONS 
TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

35. (i) Members should adhere to protocol norms during the visits to foreign 
countries. 

(n) . While participating in the international Confere nces;l1lembers should 
follow' rules, guidelines, conditions e tc. as may be provided for in the 
Statutes/Rules and/or as may be fixed 'by the organisers. 

'(iii) During visit of Parliamentary delegations to other countries , 

member shall give press statements regarding visit. 
Whenever any briefing of the press is requir,d to be Jane, the same 
be done by the leader of the delegation. 

CHAPTER-VI 

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR . MEMBERS OUTSIDE 
THE HOUSE AND GENERAL ETHICAL 

PRINCIPLES 

Code of Conduct f o r  members outside 
the House. 

• 
no 

shall 

'Information given to members in confidence or by virtue of their being 
members of Committees of the Legislature shall not be divulged to anyone 
nor used by them directly or indlfectly in the profession in which they 

. ale engaged, such as in their capacny as editors or correspondents of 
. newspap,ers or propri�toIs of busl11t:ss firms al!d so 011. 

37. A memt er shall not try to secure business f10m Government fof, a firm, 
company or o rgamsatiun with which he is directly or indirectly concerned. 

·;:38� ;·A .ni.ember· shall ,flot give�cer1ificates wh.ich' are not based on facts. 

\39 . . A member s.hall.n,ot make profit out . of Government residence allotted 
. to him. by. sub-letting the premises. 

• 
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40. A member shall not unduly influence the Government officials or the 
Ministers in a case in which he is interested financially either directly or 
jndir.ectly. 

-�, : 
: 

41. A member shall not receive hospit ality of any kind for any work that he 
deslJ es or proposes tc do from a person or orgamsation on whose behalf 
tht: WOIk IS to be done by him/he[. 

42. A member shall not in hIS capacity as a lawyer or a legal adviser or a 
coun sel ur a solicitor appear before a Minister or an executive o11icer 
exaci�ing quasi-judicial powers . 

43. A member shall not proceed to take action on behalf of his constituents 
on Some ins ufficlent or baseless facts. 

44. A member shall not permit himself to be used as a ready supporter of 
anybol1Y 's glievances or complaints without verifying facts. 

45. A member shall not endorse incorrect certificates on bills claimi ng amounts 
due to hml. 

A member shall Lot eli cit information from Government in an unauthu­
rised manner by inducmg a su burdmate ofhcial to give inf .. )rmation which 

- jn the course of his normal functiolls he should not do. Nor shall he 
encourage any such person to speak to him agdinsts is seni or officials on 

_ matters ot pu blic importance and. policy . 

47. A member shall not write recommendatory letter or speak to Government 
ofhcials tor empJoymelJt or busmes s  contacts for any of his relations or 
otht:r persons lil whom he i s  d irectly or indirectly interes ted. 

General ethical princi ples with which members should ab ide 

48. Members must utilise their position to advance general well being of the 
peuple. 

49. In case of conflict between the personal interest of members and public 
i nttrest, they must Iesolve the contlict so that personal intt:rests are 
subordinated to the duty of their public office. 

50. lVlembers shall resolve conflict between priVate financial interests/family 
int�le�t and public inter�st in a manner that the public interest is not 
Jt(' l-alolst,d. 

51. Members holding public offices shall use public resources in such a ma­
nner as may lead to public good. 

52, Members shall keep uppermos t in their mind the fundamental duties listed 
in .t'aIt -" IV A of the Constituti on. 

53. M"embers shall maintain high standards of morality, dignity, decency 
ano. valuesm pubhc life. 
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CHAPTER-VII 

PROCEDURE FOR DEALING WITH COMPLAINTS REGARDING BREACH 
OF CODE OF CONDUCT 

54. The Speaker or the House, as the case may be, may suo motu take up 
for consideration cases of breach of the Code that have f.tken place in the House. 

55. In other cases the Speaker may refer complaints regarding violation of 
Code of Conduct to the Committee on Ethics for examination and report. 

CHAPTER-VllI 

PUNISHMENT FOR BREACH OF CODE OF CONDUCT 

56. In case of violation of the Code of Conduct the Speaker or the House, as 

the case may be, can impose any of the following punishments/penalties ;-

(a) Admonition; 

(b) Reprimand; 

(,c) Censure; 

(d) Withdrawal from the House; 

(e) Suspension from the serv ice of the House for a specific period; and 

(f) Any other penal action consid(;red appropriate by the House. 

T. Saikunga, 
Secretary, 

Mizoram Legislative Assembly. 
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