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. 'NOTIFICATION 

1( No. H. 12017/55/2003":'LJD/I03; the 25th. August, :2003.:' The following Gene
ral Acts are hereby published for genera I information. 

R. Lalthazuala, 
Deputy .Secretary to the Govt. of Mizoram. 

THE SUPPRESSION OF UNLAWFUL. ACTS AGAINST SAFETY OF 
MARITIME N,,"\VIGATION AND FIXED PLATFORMS ON CONTINENTAL 

SHELF ACT, 2002. 

AN , 
ACT 

to give effect to the International Maritime Organisation Convention for Sup· 
pressinn of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Maritime Navigation and the 
Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against - the Safety of Fixed 
Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf and for matters connected therewith. 

Whereas" a Convention' for the Suppression. of Unlawful Acts Against the 
Safety of Maritime .Nilvigatipn and tae Proto<:;oI for the Su ppression of Unlaw
ful Acts Ag'ainst the' Saf�ty of "Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental 
Shelf were signed at Rome on t he lOth day of March, 1988; 

And Whereas India, having acceded to the said Convention and the Proto.. \ 

col, should make provisions for giving effect thereto and for matters connec
ted therewith; 
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It is enacted by Parliamefll ill the Fifty-third Year 
of the Republic of IndIa i� 'ft1hnvs 

CHAPTER-I 

PII2LIMJ)i.t\flY 

1. (11 Ihi§ {\Sf .ffliy9� ettHed the; �UPP.f\!�::;icm of lln
lawful . "l� "gamsl �a.fety of �l.\fJtinw N2\v�g.ltlOn 
and Fixed Platforms on Continental Shelf A.ct, 2002. - - -

(2� .It extellg� tq tp.e Wh(d� of [(lelia i�1cl uding the 
hrott of the terrttonal waters, tne contrih.:nt"l slle If, 
t�e exclu�ive �c()�op:1i� .;zop'-e or any. I'the� ID!ri
tIme zone of India within the meamng: of Secho·n 
2 of the Territofiai Waters, Contil1enj�1l Shelf, Ex
clusive Economi� Zpnc aijd other Ivlafi time Zones 
A ct . 1976. 

(3) Savj: �s otRc;rwilie provided, it shclll app,ly

(a) to any otIence under section .� committed 
outside India by any person; 

(b) to p. &hip, if that ship is navigal ing or scht!* 
duled to navigate into, through Of from watt.'rs 
beyond the outer limits of the t(rn LUrial waters 
of India, or the lateral limit'> of 1: .... territorial 
wakrs with adjacent States; 

(c) when the offence is commit1ed on board a 
ship in the territoria 1 waters of Indid 0 r against 
a fixed platform l ocated on the Continental 
Shelf of India. 

(4) Notwithstanding anything co nta !.ied in sub
section (3), thIS Act shall apply only to offences 
committed by an offender or alleged dtTe-nder ,-

(a) when such an offender is found in the terri
tory of a Convention State; 

(b) when such an offender is f(>und in the 
�rritory of a prQtoco� State: in \\ l.iose internal 
water or territorial waters PI' Cull talcntai shelf 
the fixe4 platfe/fn) is located; or 

' . 

(c) when such an offender is found in the terri
tory of a Siate otq.er than the "l;J tc referred 
to in Gl�us,: (a) Qf, claw.e (b). 

89 of 1976 
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(5) It shall come intQ forq� on sy�h �a�.� the 
Contral (}pYOnUllcnt l:qi¥, by IlPtffRriAP iJa the 
Official G�zette. a.PPQiat. 

DefinitiQfls. ') Tn this Act, un less thc('onte�t otherwise requires,-

(a) �Codc" mean� tb.� Cod� of Crimj�IJ }lroce-
d\!re, 1973; 2 of 1974. 

(b) "Continental Sbqlf qf Jndia" shaJl �;t'.r� the 
meaning assigned to it in the Territ�ri�l Wa-
ters, Continental Shelf, Exclusive Economic 
Zone and other Ma,ri!iroe Zoae� A-ct, 1974; 80 of 1916. 

(c) "Convention" �¢�ns the �oJlVc.nH�H�. for 
the Suppression of Unlawf�l ��ts A..�n,�t the 
Safety of Maritime Navigation, signed at Rome 
�ll th!; 1�11 4�Y of M���ht �98� '}$ Jl�,�ded 
(fom time to time. 

(d) "Cpnvention State" m�ans � �tate rilrty to 
the Convention; 

. 

(e) "fixed platform" me;iJns ,n ;trtPic�l island, 
in�tallatiQn or strQctur� pprm'n,nl�Y aJ�,.ched 
to tbe seabed fQr tb.e f'urpq�t: of FIPJ9Jation 
for, or explpitatioll of F��QUrC� �, fAr other 
economic purposes; 

(£) $'Protocol" mejlns the Protocol for the 
SUPRr�ssip� of JJnla'wfijl Acts A,�insJ the 'Safe
ty of Fjxed Platforms Locate.d on t� �onti
neDt�l Sh�lf adopte4 CJt �� ?� l� lP.!4 .day 
of March. 1988 as amended from time to bme; 
(g) "Proto�ol State" me�ns a St�te P�fty to 
the Protocol; 

th) "ship" means a y«(s,sel Qf allY t¥� what
SO�Ver not permanently atta�q�d tQ the s�abed 
and includes dynamically supported craft, sub
m�rsib!es,. or any other floating cqlft. 

CHAPT�R II 
OFFENCES 

3. (1) Wi.lOever unlawfully aneJ int�Q.tio pally-

(a, commits an act of wjpi�nl:� a�'Jipst a per
son on boltrd � fi�d pl�tfo�m Qf fl spip which 
is likely to endang�r the safety of the fixed p\at-

Offences 
again.st 
ship, fixed 
platform, 
cargo of <.'I 



_ . -c" '! 
.• � :;,..... t f ... · 

. t 

4 

, ' f'Orm or, as the case maybe, safe m, "!;�dtion of 
,',; ,; dIe ship'shall be punished with imprisor m('nt for 

a term which may extend to ten 'years �ind shall 
also be liable to fine; 

(b) pestroys a fixed platform or a snIp I'r causes 
, " "d<'llliage to a fixed platform' or a sli.lp () '�c1rgd of 

the ship in such manner which is like h lol endan
ger the safety of such platform or �aCc ,[' ig:ttion 
of such ship shaUbe punished with iml ('S, oment 
fOf Hfe-;' 

'(c) seizes' or 'exercises cnntrol over a Ax," I,';: {form 
or a ship by forc� or threatens or 1f1 ;,y other 
formintimid:ltes shall be punished with Imprison
ineht for life:' 

'Cd) places or causes' to be' placed on a ;i\cd plat
form or a ship , by any meanS whatscc\'�r, a de
vic� or sllbstan�e which is likely to d,'-lnv that 
fixed pbtfornlor 'that ship or cau<;e d;ii';lage to 

that fixrd platform or that ship 'Or it:;; C"l,," which 
.,' enda'ngersor is likely to endanger th,!t +",:d nlat

fotinol' the· safe navigation of that ship shall be 
'Punished with imprisonment for a t,�, m which 
may extend to, four teen years; 

(e) destroys or damages maritime navi;;:l iOI:a I fa
,dlities or interferes with their opera'i,):l jf such 

. act is' likely to endanger the safe' navigati()o of a 
"�hip' shall be punished with imprisonnent for a 

, term which may extend to fourteen yerlI'L 

(f) communicates infolmation which he knows to 
be false thereby endangering the safe n <lvigation 
of a ship shall be punished with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to fourt t;:fl years 
and shall also be liable to fine; 

(g) in the course of commIssion of or Hi a ttempt 
to commit, any of the offences specified m clHuses 
(a) to (d) in connection with a fixed pl;:ltform or 
clauses (a) to) (f) in connection with a ship--

(i) causes death to any person sll a Ii be pu
nished with death; 

(ii) causes grievous hurt to any pe1 'ion shan 
be punished with imprisonment t'" r a term 
which may extend to fourteen years: 

ship, ma
ritime na
vigational 
facilities, 
etc. .' 

• 
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'. '(i!i) ca us�s injury. to any person, sbaUbt {>u
ftisbodwltb lmpnsonment (or a term· 'WhICh 

'. i. m'ay extend' to ten yeats; 
, .. : � 

(iv) seizes or threatens a person Ihallbe. pu
nished with imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to ten years; and 

. . .  ., .  

(V) threatens to endanger a ship or a fixed 
platform shall be punished with ' imprison
ment for a term which may extend to' tW() 
years. 

(,2) Whoever attempts to commit, or abets' the 
commission of, an offence punishable under sub
section (1) shall be deemed to have committed 
lucn offence and shall be puniahed with· the pu
flishment provided for such offence. 

(3) Whoever unlawfully or intentionally,tllreatens 
a person to c�-mpel that person to do or refrain 
from doing any act or to commit any offence 
specified in clause (a), clause (b) or clause (c) 
of sub-section (n, if such threat· is, likely 
to endanger the safe navigation of a ship or safe
ty of a fixed platform shall·, be punished with the 
punishment provided for such offence. 

'(4) Where any act referred to In sub-section (1) 
i. commi tted,-

(a) against or on board-

(i) an Indian ship at the time of commission of 
t he offence; or 

. 

(ii) any ship in the territory of India inclu
ding its terri torial w'aters; 

(b) by a stateless person, 

such act shall be deemed to be an offence committed 
by such person for the purposes of this Act. 

Explanation. - In t his sub-section, the expression 
Hstateless person" means a person whose habitual 
residence is in India bu t  he does not have na
tionality of any country. 

(5) Where an offence under sub-section (1) is com
raitted and the person ace used of or suspected af 
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the 'commission of such offence� is pr·:,�(,iit In the 
't,erritory of 'India and is not extradi't!d to any Convention State·orProtocol SUlt-e, as th{'- case may 
be, such person shall be dea lt with in India li1 
accordance with theprov:isions of tbl' ,\I.:t 

, " 
(6) On being satisfied that" the circunt�tances so 
warrant, the Central Government (or any other 

, , , 'authority designated by it, shall tak,; U1i:' "person 
referred to,' in sub�section (5) and pr< �\:nt in the 

. territory of India into' custody· Or ta k,:: measures, 
in accordance with the law for the ti m,; being in 
force, to ensure his presence in II.J l,� for such 
time as is neces-sary to ena ble any ;..ri mina:l or 

,extradition proceeding to be institute.), 

Provided that when a person is takerl into 
custody under this sub· section, it shall be neces
sary for the Central Government or any other 
authority designated by.it' to notif� ;: he Govern-
ment or any Convention Slate or Pro ({H;ol State 
which have also established jurisdiclion ,)Ver the 
offence committed or suspected TO have heen 
committed by the person in custody. 

(7) Subject to the provisions of sub :-,,:ction (8), 
where an offence under sub-section (1) is committed 
outside India, the person committing: �uch offence 
may be dealt with in respect thereoi' as if such 
offence had been committed at any :,lace �ithin 
India at which h·:; may be found. 

(8) No c ourt shall take cognizance 0:' an offence 
.. punishable under this sectionwh.ich i:-. (ommitted 

outside India ullless-

. j � 

(a)" such offence is oommitted l)[1 .1 fixed plat
form or on board a ship flying 1 he j ndian 
flag at the time the offence is ClTlli1litted; 

(b) such offence is committed ,j 11 board a 
ship which is for the time b,i n '.! chartered 
without cr�w to a: kssee: who hd; hlsprillci
pal place of business, or Where he h as no such 

place of busin�ss, his permanent i',:sidence, is 
in lndia; or 

' 

,:_ (�) the alleged 'offender ·is a cili, l'll or' .India 
or is on a fixed platform o r ()n h1ard a, ship 
in relation to which such offence 1'. ,:nmmiUcd 
when it enters the I erritori al \,/,[[: ' I', of India 
or is found in India. 
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(l) Notwithstall{ling anytb,ing. " contained in the 
Code, for the purpose of this, Act. th�' Central 
Government may, by notification' in the Official 
Ga.z.ette. co�fer. on aMY gazetteq,. (lffice.l". of the 
Coast Guar':i or any other, gazetted offi�r Qf the 
Central Gover nmen t powers of arrest, investigation 
and prosecutio n exercisable by a 'polioe officor 
under th.e Code. 

(2) All officers of police' and _ali offi.cC,$ of Go
vernment are hereby required and empowered to 
assist the officer of the Central Govc:tIl1llcnt ret
ferred to in sub-section(l), in tbe Cxe,cutiOIl of 
provisions of this Act. . 

Explanation. - For the purpose of this section, 3G of 1918. 
"Officer of the Coast Guard" means an , officer as 
defined in clause (q) of .section 2 of.the Coast 
Guard Act, 1978. 

(l) For the purpose of providing for speedy trial 
the State Government shall, with the concurrence 
of the Chief Justice of the High Court, by noti
fication in the Official Gaz�tte, specify a Court of 
Session to be a Designated Court for such area 
Or areas as may be specified in the notification. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained ill the 
Code, a Designated Court shall, as fat' a'S prac
ticable, hold the trial on a day-to-day"basi"., 

.;, � . 

Offence 
triable by 
Designated 
ComL ' 

6. (l) Notwithstanding anything contained ';in the 
Code,-

: ; . � 

(a) all offences uNder thig Actsh,allbe,tria:" 
ble only by the Desigoated Court s'})ec1ficd 
under sub-section (l )OL section 5� " ,' :�' 

(b) where a person ��cl,lsed of qrsusp�ctce of 
the commission of ah offence under this 'Act 
is furwarded to a Magistrate under sub-section 
(2) or sub-section (2A) of section 167 of the 
Code, such M3gistrate may authorise the de· 
tention of such person in such custody .as h� 

,thinks fit for ,a period' not 'exceed� "::Jifteen 
days in the whole wh�r�such Magist(al.e' i� a 
Judicial Magistrate and- seven days in' tlie;whq le 
where such Magistrate is an Executive Ma'gis
trate: 

, Provided that 'Where 'SUCh':' Magistrate conSl
ders,-
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ei) when such person 1� forwarded to him ai 
aforesaid; or 

(U) upon or at any time befote the <"xl,irv of 
the period of detention authorised hy hin;, 

that the detention of such person i:, tlnnece
ssary, he shall order such person 1(1 be for
warded to the Designated Court h;l vip!;: th� 
jurisdiction; 

�, 

,(c) the Designated Court may e'(erc,�e. in re-
1ation to the person forwarded to it under 
clause (b), the same power which a M:lgistrate 
having jurisdiction to try a case mav exercise 

"under section 167 of the Code, in r:"ia tion to 
an accused 'person in such case wh ' has been 
forwarded te him under that sectir;n: 

(d) a Designated Court may, upon �t p:..rusaI 
of a complaint made by an omcc" of the 
Central Government or the State Go'-!crnm�nt, 
as the case may be, authorised in this l::ehalf, 
take cognizance of that offence witlL)uf the 
accused being copmitted to it for 11 l,,j. 

(2) When trying an offence under th;: Acct, a 
Desjgnated Court m�)} also try an offenl-"; other 
than an offence under this Act, with \vhich the 
accused may, under the Code, be charged at the 
same trial. 

7. Save as otherwise provided in this Act, ti.le provi
sions of the Code shall apply to the proceed i ng:> be
fore a Designated Court arJd the person conducting a 
prosecution before a Designated Court shall he deemed 
to be a Public Prc secutor . 

8. (1) Notwithstanding an}thing in the Code, no 
person accused of an offence punishable under this 
Act shall, if in custody, be r eleased on bail ()r 011 his 
own bond unless-

(a) the Public Prosecutor has been give: an 
opportunity to oppose the application for such 
release; and 

Applica
tion of 
Code to 
procee
dings be
fore a De
signated 
Court. 

Provision 
as to baiL 

• 
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(b) where the Public Prosecutor opposes the 
app heation, the Court is satisfied that there 
are JeasolJablc glounds f0r believing that he 
is not guilty of su(h offence and tnat he is 
not hkdy to commit any offence while on bail. 

(2) The limitations on granting of bail !pecified 
in sub·�ection (1) arc in audi tIOn to the limitations 
under the (ode ('T any olht:r law for the time 
being in force on gl anung of ball. 

(3) Ncthing contained in this section shall be 
deemed to affect the special powers of the High 
Court regardlug bail unue.r bel,;tlOn 439 of tne 
Code. 

CHAPTER III 

MISCELLANEOUS 

�. (1) The offences under section 3 shaU b, deemed :Provisions 
to have been mciudeu as tXlralillable ofiences and as to ex" 
prcviJt:d fOI in all the extradltiou trt:aties made bv tradition. 
Ilidla with Conventlou Stales or Protocol States ahd 
whic.h extend to. and are bIndmg on, luuia on Lhe date 
of commCnCe1l1ent of t1118 Act. 

(2) For the purpOses of the applic!tion of th� 
ExtraditIon Act, 1�6� to uftt:nc�s uHder this Act� 
any snip r� gi:,laed In a Convention St..tte of Pro
tocoj Slate snail, at any tll:ne WhIle that ship is 
pi) mg, be de�U1ed to b\: WIthIn tne jurisuicdOI1 
01 tnat Convcnuvn Sla le 01 .Protocol �ktte, whe
thtl or nut It IS for Lhe time bt:ing alSo within 
the jUllschcuon of allY otht:r counlty. 

Contracting 10. The Central Government may, by notification in 
parties to the OttJ.clai uazette, cel ufy as lo whIch are the <.on
Convention venliun �tates uI Protu�ol �ta.tes auG to what extent 
or PrutocoL such StaleS hay!;) avalleo tht:m;,dves of the proVISIOns 

of the convention , or . Prokcui, as the c"se may be�, 
and any such notlticatlOn �haH be conc!u.siv� eYl�cJ1"e 
()J the matwrs cel twed lRerem. 

Power ttl 
treat 
tertaitt 
�hips to be 
regi5tlred 
in Conven
tion. S ta tes. 

i1. If the Central Government is iatisfie4 that the 
requirements of the C\illvention have been sarisfied 
in reillti( In to any ship, it may, by notification in the 
Ofucia 1 Gazette, direct that such ship shall, for the 
purposes of this Act, be deemed to be registered i1\ 
such Convention State as may be specifi�d in the 
notification. 
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12. No prosecution for an offence under 
be instituted excep c with the previous sa . 
Centtal Government. 

. /\ct shall 
n! of the 

13. In a pro:-..ecution for an offence tlnd,:; ·.tb-section 
(l) of section 3, if it is proved-

(a) that the urm:), ammunition O{ e;\r.; 
recovered from tne possession of i he' 
there is reasun to believe that suh i. 
nition or explusives of similar ncHe, 
in the comm ission uf sUCh offence; 

(b) that there is evidence of use c' 
ot force or any Other furrlJ of iubE:' 
to the crew or f,asscngers in Cull!llct i . 
comrnisslOn of such offence; or 

(c) that there is evidell :�e of an iii 
of using bomb, fire, at ITlS, an,rm.Ii; 
sives 01 co:mmittinQ anv Lrm of 
the crew, passeng�rs � r cargo (� 
platform locat-:d on the Comment: i ' .  
the Designated Court shall presL:Ll 
contrary is plOved, that the a\.-cUStu \1; 1 
such offence. 

,Ii e�, w:, re 
�:c;seJ and 

" ; , al11mu� 
W;�l (� used 

'� .. ', threat 
�'n caused 

'Nith thi 

::." d rhteat 
r �'xplo

,,;;?;ainst 
, ... fixed 

)1' India, 
:.;,,:�,.;ss the 
ccmmitted 

Protection 14. 
of action 

(1) No suit, prosecution or ot�.le( t'foc:ee-
ding shall lie ag'iinst any person fvi a i LIi;lg which 

ta ken in good 
falth. 

is III good faith done or llltend:d L· !),� done in 
pursuance of the pLovislUllS of this . ' _ 

(2) No suit or other 1e gal proceeding S ;le 1gainst 
the: l tnual Gcvernment for an\' . ' (� raUSeC 
or likely to be caU:)I:'J for any hin� . ��id; is in 
good tui lh do ne Or irllendt:d to be .' . lie In pur
suance of the pruvisi,; us vf this Act 

____________________ t 
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