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No.B.120IJj21:01-FST, the 4th March, 2004. Where.. the Environment & Fo
rests Department has taken up a massive programme of Wildlife conservation
in the State and established a numcer of Wildlife protected areasc j .e. sanc
tuaries and national parks, for protection and conservation of Wildlife of the
Protected Areas.

And whereas successful implementation of the programme is dependent to
• a large extent on active participation and involvement of the local people.

Now, therefore. the Governor of Mizoram is pleased to notify that Eco
Development Committee (EDC) shall be constituted in e rcb 'village of the pe
riphery of each of the Protected areas and for the purpose of protection and
development of wildlife Protected Areas (sanctuaries and national parks) and
beneficiary members of such committee shall be allowed benefits of usufruct
sharing and ceo-development acuvities, subject to observance of the conditions
provided in this Notification. This notification will become effective from the
year 2003-2004.

The composition. duties and functions. the usufructuarv benefits and res
trictive measures pertaining to such committees sha 11 be as fol lows ;-

I. COMPOSITION

(i) The Divisional Forest Oflicer/Oflicer-in-charge of the protected
areas (therein after referred to as the forest officer], in consultation
with the President of the Village COuncil and Non-Government
Organization like Young Mizo Association (YMA) and Mizo Hmei
chhe Insuihkhawrn Pawl (\1HIP) shall select members for constitu
tion of the Eco-Developme nt Committee within the Jra mework of
this Notification.

•
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

,
(v)

(vi)

(vii)
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The beneficiary members shall ordinarily be economically backward
people living in the vicinity of the protected areas concerned.
Every family living in the vicinity of the protected areas shall,
however, have the option of becoming a beneficiary member of the
Bee-Development Committee.

There shall normally be a joint membership OJ each household
(i.e. husband becoming member, Wife automatically becomes a
member or vice versa). Either of the two Can exercise the right to
represent the household at any annual general meeting.

Constitution of the Ecc-Development Committee wi II be approved
by the forest officer on recommendation of the village Council &
Non-Government Organization of the village concerned.

The Village Council (s) concerned shall extent necessary support
and help to such Committee to ensure their smooth and proper
functioning.

The Village Council & Non-Government Organization of the res
pective village will monitor, supervise and review functions of the
Eco-Development Committee.

Each. Bco-Development Committee shall have an Executive Com
mittee to carry out the various activities as assigned to the COM
mittee. The composition of the Executive Committee shall be as
follows ;-

<a) The Range Officer concerned

(b) President of any Non-Government
Organization or any member of the
Non-Government Organization as
may be nominated by the Non-Go-
vernment Organizations

(c) Village Council President as ex-officio

(d) Member, Village COuncil - 200s.
e,'

(e) Elected representative from amongst
the beneficiary members. not excee-
ding 10% of total membership-subject
to minimum number of 6 and mini-
mum number of 11 elected representa-
tives not less than 2 from the local
woman Non-Government Organizations
shall be woman

(f) Concerned Beat Officer

- Chairman

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member Conve
ner.
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(x)

(ii)

•

•

(ix) The Members of the Executive Committees shall elect a Secretary
from amongst the elected members, who will function as Joint
Convener.

If any inclusion or change in the Eco-Developrnent Committee/Ere
cutive Committees is necessitated, after initial constitution the Exe
cutive Committee shall make suitable recom.nendation to the
forest officer duly endorsed by the Non-Government Organization
for approval.

(xi) The Beat Officer, as Member Convener, and the Secretary shall
convene the mecungs of the Executive Commiue es, annuli general
meeting arid other meetings of the Eco-Dcveropment Committee.

(xii) Quarum for each meeting of the Executive Committee shall be
50% of the elected members and that for annual general meeting,
30 %of ordinary members.

2. FUNCTION OF ECO~DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

(i) The Secretary of the Eco-Developmcnt Committee shall maintain a
Register showing necessary particulars of the members of the Eco- .
Development Committee. e.g, name, father's name/spouse's name.
address, age, number of family members, name of the nommee..etc. "
The nomination forms duly tilled ill and approved by the Execu
tive Committees 'should be pasted in the Register. Such Registers
are also to be maintained III the Beat and the Range Offices con
cerned of the Forest Department for permanent record .

The Secretary of the ECb....,Developmcnt Committee shall maintain
a "Minutes 'Book" wherein proceedings of the meetings of the Exe
cuti ve Committee held from time to time as well as the proceedings
of the Annual General Meeting of the Eco-Development Commi
ttee will be recorded under the signature of the Chairman, Mem-
ber-Convener and Joint Convener. '

•

(iii)

(iv)

The Bee-Development Committee shall hold an Annual General,
Meeting once every year where acti vines of the Eco-Development
Committee as well as detail of distribution of usufructuary and
eCQ-'-deve~opment benefits are to be discussed, besides electing re
presentatives of the members to the Executive Committee.

Every Eco-Development Committee will have an account in bankJ
post office for mamtaining a common fund by deposits from the
member and/or other sources. The fund wilJ be operated jointly
by the Beat Officer and the Secretary as per written resolution of
the executive committee. Receipts and with-drawals from this
account shall be presented in every annual general meeting for
approval. The account maintained by the Eco-L'evclcpment Com
mittee will be audited annually by an officer not below the rank
of Assistant Conservator of Forests.
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3. DUTIES OF ECO-DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

A. (i) To ensure protection of the forest and wild Iifc inside the forest
and those straying outside, through members of tile Eco-Devel op
ment Committee jointly with forest Dcpar tmenr l\t:Jff;

(ii) To inform forest personn ..-l a l.out any person or pc-xo ns attcmpt ing
trespass <:l:n~, \\'111 fully or malicious ly damaging [he said foresl(!J)
and/or wildfife therein;

(iii) To prevent such trerpass, encroachment, gt<lllllt', lire. poaching,
theft or dema ge jo n;ly with forest Dr ptt. staff

{iv) To apprehend or assist the forest personnel in apprehension of
such persoars) committing any 0[' tilt: offence mentioned above.

.8. (1) To assist Forests Department staff in smooth and timely execution
of aU forestry works taken up in the areas protected by the Bco
Development Committee;

(ii)

(iii)

To involve every member of the Eco-Dcvcl opmcn t Committee m
the matter of protection of forest and wildlife as well as other
duties assigned to the Eco-Devetopment Committee;

To assist the concerned forest officials and the Vdld.ge Eco-Devel
opment Committee in the matter of selecting/engaging labourers
required for forestry works.

C. (I) To ensure smooth implementation of Eco-devclopment programme
so that the members of the ViJlage Eco-Developmcnt Committee
get maximum benefit out of it;

[ii ) To ensure that Eco-development funds provided roy Government
and usufructuary benefits allowed by Government are n"t in any way
misused by any of the member{s) & forest/plantation sites are kept
free from any encroachment whatsoever.

or the
Council
Wtldhfe

(i) To prevent any action in contravention of the rim isions
Indian Forest Act, 1927/MJzoram Forest Act 1955,l)lstrict
Forest Acts! Forest Conservation Act 19SU and the
(protection) Act,)972 as amended from time to umc:

To report about activities of a particular member which are
prejudicial and detrimental to the interest of for estj wildl ife, to the
Beat Officer/Range Officer concerned which may result in cancellation
of membership of the erring member;

To assist the forest officials to take action under lndian Forest
Act, 1927, Mizorarn Forest Act 1955. Drstrict Couuci i Forest Acts.
Forest Conservation Act 1980 and Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1971
and any rule made thereunder, against the offcnder-, , including any
erring member (If the Eco-Development Commiucc.

(ii)

D.
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(i) Micropl~o,a ill r~ect of eco-Jevelopesent activities will bs drawn
u)')1\ ~ llaft!cip~\ory mannerprier to commencement of the actj
vIlle., IIIvolvlnAl the RanS" Officer and B01t Officer of the Forest
f:)epartl\lfl\t ~nd lhe members of the Bee Development Committee
N,eeq'bif~~, a.nd site $pOllilic ~<l.k progre.nme, out of a basket of
opltons,w,tll he chosen within specified monetary Jimits. both for
ccjmmunity:·~nd individual benefit, for im jlemenration. Every selec
fed eeo'-1levelopmelU activity shall have <Hreet or indirect linkage
or relation with conservation of biodiversity and such Iiukage/
rclation,~. to be mennoned agttinst: eacnselocted- activity m the:
microplan.

- '. ," ,

@ ,Prp~il>o provided to the ~ildlife protected area, against theft,
grazing, lire. esc. will he contidered as lbe Involvement and contn
bution of the Village Eco·Deve!opment Committe•. The forest offi
"Iir D/IIY,Il<ll,r.le...e fund for 'village' eco-development, unless he is
",,~eIUll.t. contrjbution bythe·ECo·DevelppmCDt Committee a.
stipuJ~te~l(e, has been fuloned. '

(iv), . T\JFmlCfQplal\'; will be signed by tho Range Officer on behalf of
tli¢ ,,ForOJlt Department and the. Secretary On behalf of the Vinag.
Ey~p"",el\llllJlC'l1CommiMe,

•

(iii) Members of the Village Eco-Development Committee sball share a
p!',!"COntage of inveSllltent for every village eco-develepment wO'rk in .
c'~h. la~our a!lll/o, p~ysical resources. Ag_d cost. sharing arrang
ellleRt ·will"be mcorporated in the JIlicroplan .

5. USUFRUCTUARY BENEFITS

(;) The members of the Village Eco-Development Committee will have
to proteci and manage. the protected area to the satisfaction of the
f~t:01licerfor a minimumperiod of one year.

•

(ii)

(iii)

Sale proceed and produces obtained from Eco- Plantation like fuel
wood, fodder medicinal plants etc. on community land as Village
eco-development activity will be shared in equal proportion among
the members.

Goods and services generated by community benefit oriented village
ecO-deveiopment acllvilles such as group farming etc. will be enjoyed
by each member .of the Beo.development Corilmittee. In equal pro
portion. TboBe generated by individual benefit oriented eeo-develop.
_t aetivitlos will be enjoyed by the individua I concerned .
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(b)

TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP, DISSOLUTION OF ECO DEVEL
OPMENT COMMITTEE APPEAL, ETC.

(i) Failure to comply with any of the conditions laid down herein
before as well as contravention of provisions of the Indian Forest
Act, 1927, Wildlife tProtectionJAct, 1972jMizoram Forest Act 1955
/District Council Acts/Forest Conservation Act 1930 and any Rules
made thereunder, may entail cancellation of individual membership
and/or dissolution of the Executive Committee/or the Eco-Develop
rnent Committee as the case may be, by the officers of tile Forest
Department as stated in (a) and (b) below.

(a) The Forest Officer concerned shall stand empowered to take HPPro~
priate action incl uding dissolution of any Executive Committee/
Eco-DeveIopment Committee on the grounds stated above, on the
recommendation of the Non-Government Organization and the
Village Eco-Development Committee concerned.

The Range Officer concerned may be authorized by the forest
officer concerned to take action including termination of an indivi ..
dual membership on the above mentioned grounds on the recom
mendation of the Executive Committee of the Eco-development
committee.

(ii)

(iii)

Appeal against any such penal action by the Range Officer nor
the Forest Officer concerned may be preferred to the Divisional
Forests Officer,.

A further Appeal against any such penal action of tbe Divisional
Forests Officer may be preferred to the Cbief Wildlife Warden
conccmed, as the case may be, whose decision shall be final.

Lalmalsawmn,
Secretary to the Government of Mizoram,

Environment & Forests Department.
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