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THE SPORTS BROADCASTING SIGNALS %AANDALIORY SHARING WITH
PRASAR BIII\?RA‘;TI%)_ g%OJ%QANCE, 2007
0. 00

Promulgated by the President in the Fifty-eighth
of the Republic of India.

An ordinance to provide access to the largest number
of listeners and viewers, on a free to air basis, of
sporting events of national importance through man-
datory sharing of sports broadcasting signals _with
Prasar Bhatati and for matters coadected therewith or
incidental thereto.

* WHEREAS Parliament is nbt in session and the
Presiaent is satisfied that circumsta o
sender it necessary for him to take immediate action;




Ex—$0/2007

Now, THEREFORE, in cxercise of the rowers

cpnferred by clause (1) of article 12 of the Constita-
tion, the President is pleased to promulgate the fol-
lowing Ordinance:— -

CHAPTER 1
PRELIMINARY

1. (1) This Ordinance may be called the Sports Broad-

Definitions - 2.

casting Signals (Mandatory sharing with Presar
Bharati) Ordinance, 2007.

(2) It extends to the whole of India.

(3) Save as otherwise provided, it shall be deemed
to have come into force on the 11th day of
November, 2005.

(1) In this Ordinance, unless the context other-
wise requires,—

(a) “broadcaster” mcans any person who provides
a content broadcasting service and includes a
broadcasting network service provider when
be manages and operates his own television or
radio channel service;

(b) “broadcasting” means assembling and prog-—
ramming any form of communication content, like
signs, signals, writing, pictures, images and sounds,
and either placing it in the electronic form on
electro-magnetic waves on specified frequsncies and
transmitting it through space or cables to make it
continuOusfy available on the carrier waves, or
continuously streaming it in digital data form on
the computer networks, so as to be accessible
to single or multiple users through receiving de-
vices either directly or indirectly; and all its gram-
matical variations and cognate expressions;

“(c) broadcasting service” means assembling, prog-
ramming and placing communication Content In
electronic form on the electro-magnetic wavcs on
specified frequencies and transmitting it conti-
nuously through broadcasting networks or net-

-works so as to enable all or any of the multiple
. users t0 access it by connecting their receiver

devices to their respective broadcasting networks
and includes the content broadcasting services and

the broadcasting petwork serviges,

Shert title,
exteat and
commencs-
ment,
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(d) “broadcasting network service” means a ser-
vice, which provides a network of infrastructure of
cables or transmitting d=vices, for carrying broad-
casting content in electrsnic form on specified
frequencies by means of guided or unguided electro
-magoetic waves to multiple users, and includes
the management and operation of any of the
following: ! o

(i) ‘Teleport/Hub/Earth Station, - - :

(ii) Direct-to-Home  (DIH)  Bioadcasting
Network, , 1 ’

(iii) Multi-system Cable Television. Network,

(1V) Local Cable Television Network,

(V) Satellite Radio Broadcasting

(Vi) any other network service- as may be pres-
cribed by the Central Government; -

(e) “cable . television channel service” means the
assembly, programming and transmission by cables
of any broadcasting television content on a given
set of frequencies to multiple subscribers;

(f) “cable television network” means:-any system
consisting of closed transmission paths and asso-
ciated signal generation, control and distribution
equipment, designed to receive and re-transmit

television channels or programmes - for reception

by multiple subscribers; T

(g) “community radio service” means terrestrial
radio broadcasung intended and restricted only to
a specific community and within specified territory;

(h) “content” means any sound, text, data, pic-
ture (still or moving), other -audiovisual represen-
tation, signal or intelligence of any nature or' any
combination thereof which is capable of being
created, processed, stored, retrieved or Communi-
cated electronically; g

(i) “content broadcasting service” means the assents
bling, programming and placing content in eleétio-
nic %orm and transmitting or retransmitting the
same on electro-magnetic waves;on specified frequen=-
cies, on a broadcasting network so. as - to make it
available for access by multiple users by connéc-
ting their receiving devices to the network, and in-
cludes the management and operation of any of
the following: ce
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3) tersestrial television sesviee,

(i) teggestrial radio servige.

:%@’i);@%tellitc television servige,

.{1y),satellite radio service,

-{v) cable television channel .eervice,

(¥ .cammunity -radio service,

{1#i) apy other ¢entent broadeasting gervices as
may be prescribed by the Central Government;

(j) “Direct-to-Heme(DTH) -broadaasting se:vice”
means a service for multi~channel distrbuiion of
programmes dircct to a subscriber’scpremises without
-passing throngh an intermediary -such as a cable
operator -hy uplinking to a satellite system;

igk) f‘Quidcﬁnes”,means the Guidelimes issucd under
seCtign 5;

(D) “multi-gystem cable television network” means
,g.,ffbsﬁtem for muylti-channel downlinking and distri-
bution of televisian programmes by a land-based
transmpission system using wited.cable or wireless
cable or a combination of both for simultancous
feceptign either by multiple subsesibers directly or
thtough eng or .more local cable eperaters;

{m) “Psasaxr Bhagati” means the Carpocation known
?G the Prasar Bharti (Broadcasting Corporatioa of
ndia) established under sub-soetien (1) of section
3 of the Prasar Bharati (Broadcasting Corporation

of India) Act, 1990;

(n) “preseribed” mmeans presemibed by rules riade
tnder this Ordinance;

(0). “satellite television service” meamd a televis on
rogdeasting seivice provided by using a satellite,
ﬁﬂnc@wm with ©or without the help of a local
delivery sygfem but does not include Direct-to-Home
delivery service;

(p) “satellite radio service” means a radio bread-
casling sepijee pravided by uaing a satellite and
dirgetly, reeeivable.through receiver sets by multiple
subagribers 1n India;

- (4 f‘!ﬁ;yiéé;.providerf’ means provider of a broad-
- GAALing: seFvies;

‘ 0 “specifiesl” means. pecified under the Guidalines
jssued under ection §, o
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MANDATORY SHARIN O.@

Mandatory
sharing of
certain
sports
broadcas-
ting signals.

~(8) “sgomng events of naﬁ@nal mﬁportancc mean.&,ﬁl{f
~ such pational or,international sporting eyents, held

' in Tndia or abread, as ﬂiay be nogﬁed by thé

- Céntral Government'in the Oﬁiclal Gazﬁtte to. be )

: of national

(1), “terrestrial television- service” mcans a. te}evxslon
" broadcasting service provided over the"air by using

- 'a land-tased transamitter and dlrectly Teceived
_through. receiver sets by the pubhc

{308

(n) “terxestglal radlo servwe means’ a, mdlo broad—
casfmg service provided over tHe air by using.a .

larid-based fransmitier; and -djrectly‘received t rough
receiver ‘sets by the public. _

(2) Words and expressions nsedd’ hnd not deﬁned in
this Ordinance and defined in the ‘Cable. nge\usmn
Networks (Regulation)i Aot,’ 1995, the' “Telecom
‘Reégulatory Autbority of India Ac é% 1997, the In-
dian Telegraph Act; 1885, :the: Ingdi V%ueless Te-
legraphy Act,. 1933 shalbhave ‘thé' meax! ﬂgs reSpec-
tively assxgned to §hem m those Act .

o

4 . Y} . -

CHAFTER 1II
RASAR BHARATI

i

3. (1) No content nglus owner Jot hdlde&‘ and no tgle-:

07 of 1995, -
24 of 1997.

13 of 1885. -~
Ry of 1933 P

.SPORTS. BROADCASTING SIGNALS Wrm;

vision ' or “rddio broadcasting servité provider' shall

carry a live television brordcast on any cable or Di-
rect-to—Home network or radio commentary broadecast
in India of sporting events..of ‘natidnal importance,

unless 1t s1multaneously shares the live broadcastmg‘
signal, without its advemscments,lwﬂh ‘the Prasar Bha-
rati to enable them to re-transmit the same on its ter-
restrial networks and..: Direct-to-Home * fietworks in.

such manner. and on ann terang hnd 'cohdfﬁions % may

be specified, .

(2)- The terms and ~condi‘tr&n>]1 dqr sub séetlon\ (1)':-"-"1

shall qlso provide tna& the-aidvert sement revenue sharmg-#ff s

between the ¢ontent ¢ rights’ owtte ‘or h ider and the: TEVTN

Prasar Bharati shall be in the ratlo of not less than
75:.5 in case of tclevmon coverage aqdi,Sp o0 A case
of radjg.caveiage. . -

(3)° The- €entral’ Gove ment m' bs‘pc(}lfy B pmu
centage of ‘thé revenie recewed by the, Brasar Bharati.

} R

under sub-sectroé (2), which’ ahallmbef utilisedi®y the'~" '

PrasartBh&rati for ’otoadcastmg other sporung events.
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Penalties.

POWERS OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT TO ISSUE GUIDELINES

‘5. The Central Government shall take all such mea-

Power of -
the Central
Government
to issue
Guidelines.

Validation.

4. The Central Government may specify penaltics to
be imposed, including suspension cr revocation of
licence, permission or registration, for violation of
various terms and conditions as may be specified under
section 3, subject to the cundition that amount of a
pecuniary penalty shall pot exceed one crore rupees:

_ . Piovided that no penalty shall be imposed without
giving a reasonable opportunity to the service provider:

Provided further that no act or omission on the
gart of any person after the 11th November, 2005 and
efore the date of promulgation of the Sports Broad-
casting Signals (Mandatory Sharing with Prasar Bharati)
Ordinance, 2007 shall be subjected to penalties.

CHAPTER 111

sures, as it deems fit or expedient, by way of issuing
Guidelines for wmandatory sharing of broadcasting
signals with Prasar Bharati relating to sporting events
of national importance:

Provided that the Guidelines issued before the pro-
mulgation of the Sports Broadcasting Signals (Man-
datory Sharing with Prasar Bharati) Ordinance, 2007
shall be deemed to have been issued validly under the
provisions of this section.

CHAPTER IV
MISCELLANEOUS

6. (1) The provisions of the Guidelines issued by the
Central Government for Downlinking of Television
Channels on the 11th November, 2005 and for Uplinking
from India on the 2nd December, 2005 for mandatory
sharing of the sports broadcasting signals shall be
deemed to be valid as if they have been issued
under this Ordinance.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in any
judgement, decree or order of any court, tribunal or
other authority, ang action taken by the Central Go-
vernment or the Prasar Bharati in pursuance of the
guidelines referred to in sub-section (1) shall be demed

P




to be and to have always been for all purposes in
accordance with the law, as if the Guidelines had
been validly in force at all material times and notwith-
standing anything as aforesaid and without prejudice to
the generality of the foregoing provisions, no legal
proceeding shall be maintaned or continued in any
court for the enforcement of any direction given by
any court or any decree or order which would not
have been so given hsd the Guidelines been validly in
force at all material times.
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7. The Central Government may, by notification in Power of

the Official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the
provisions of this Ordinance.

8. Every rule and Guidelines made and issued, as
the case may be, under this Ordinance shall be laid
as soon as may be after it is made or issued,
before each House of Parliament, while it is in
session for a total period of thirty days which may
be comprised in one session or in two Or more succes-
sive sessions, and if, before the exipiry of the session
immediately following the session or the successive
sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any
modification in the rule or Guidelines, or both Houses
agree that the rule or Guidelines should not bs made,
the rule or Guidelines shall thereafter have effect
only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the
case may be; so, however, that any such modification
or annulment shall be without prejudice to the wvali-
dity of anything previously done under that rule or
Guidelines.

9. The relevant provisions under the Guidelines for
Downlinking ef Television Channels issued on the 11th
November, 2005 and the Guidelines for Uplinking
from India issued on the 2nd Dscember, 2005 for man-
datory _sharing of sports broadcasting signals with
Prasar Bharati, shall continue to remain in force till
fresh Guidelines are issyed under this Ordinance.

the Central
Govern-
ment to
make rules.

Rules and
Guidelines
to be laid
before Par-
liament.

Saving.

A.PJ.ABDUL KALAM,

President.

K.N.CHATURVEDI,
Secretary to the Govt. of India.
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