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THE INLAND VESSELS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2007 

AN 
ACT 

further to ;'mcnd the Inland V8ssels Act, J917. 

BE it enactecl by ParJiJment in the Fifty-eighth Year 
of the Republi c  oi India as tollows:-

1. (I) This Act may be called the Inland Vessels Short title 
(Amendment) Act, 2007. and comm-

(2) It sha ll come into force on such date as the ('entral 
Gowrnrnent may, by notification in the Official GJ·zette, 

encement. 

• appoint. 

1 of 1917 2. In section 1 of the Inland Vessels Act, 1917lherein- Amendment 
after refer red to as th� principal ACl), in suu-section of section 
{2), the proviso sbaH be vmitted. 1. 
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Amendment 3. In section 2 of the principal Act, in sub-section (1),­
of section 2. 

(i) for clauses (a), (b) and (c), the following clauses 
shall, resj::ective1y, be substituted, namely; -

(a) "inland vessel or inland mechanically propelled 
vessel " means a mechanically propelJed vessel , which 
ordinarily plies On in land water, but doe� not include  44 of 1958 . .  
fishing vessel and a ship registered under the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1958; 

(b) "inland water" means-

(i) any canal, river, lake or other navigable water 
within a State, 

(ii) any area of any tidal water de emed to be the 
inland water as defined by the Central Government 
under section 70, 

(iii ) waters declared by the Central G('",,',:rnment 
to be smooth and pqrtially smooth waters under clause 
(41) of section 3 of the Merchant Shipping A:t, 1958; 44 of 1958. 

(c) "mechanically p ropelled vessel" means every 
description of vessel propelled who By or in part by 
electricity, steam or other mechanical power including 
dumb vessel towed by the mechanically propelled vessel 
and vesse l proj:elled by outboard motor;. 

(ii ) after clause (g), the following clause :<.l1a11 be 
inserted, namely : -

'ega) "tidal water" has the meaning as�ignt'd to it 
in clause (49) of section 3 of the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 19.:58; 

Amendment 4. In section 3 of the principal Act, in sub-section (1),­
of section 3. 

(i) for the words "and applicab1e to sU'�h voyage 
or service," the words "in the zone intended for 0 peration 
and applicableto such voyage or servIce in such zone" 
shall be substituted ; 

(ii) the fo Howing Exp lanation shall ce inserted 
at the end, namely:-

Explanation.-For the purposes of this suh-section 
"zone" means any such inland water area as the Stat� 
Government may, dependmg on the maximum significant 
waVe height criteria, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, spe cify for the purposes of this Act.' 

• 

• 



• 
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Insertion 
new sec­
tion 9A . 

. Tempora­
ry permit. 

3 

5. After section 9 of the principal Act, the fol lowing 
section shall be inserted, namely :-

"9A. The surveyor who conducted the survey may, 
without following the procedure laid down in section 9, 
grant a permit to be effective for a period which shall 
not in any case exceed forty - five days. to authorise the 
inland mechanically propelled vessel to proceed on voy­
age Or use in service temporarily pending the issue of 
the certificate of survey. "'. 

Amendment 6. In section 191 of the principal Act, in sub-section 
of section (3), for the words "twelve months", the words "thirty" 
191. six months" sba ll be substituted. 

Amendment 7. In section 22 of the principa l  Act.-
of section (i) in sub-section (1). for the words and figures 
22. "an inland mechanically propelled vessel for a period 

of three years before the first day of November, 1965", 
the words " a vessel of the Coast Guard, Indian Navy 
or regular Army for a period as may be prescribed. by 
the Sta te Government in this behalf" shall be 
substituted; 

30 of 1978. 

62 of 1957. 

- 46 of 1950. 

(ii) after sub-section (J), the following Explanation 
shall be inserted at the end, namely :--

'Explanation.-For the purposes of this section,­

(a) the expression "Coast Guard" s hall have 
the meaning assigned to it in clause (d) of 
section 2 of the Coast Guard Act, 1978; 

(b) the expre ssion "Indian Navy" shall have 
the meaning assigned to it in clause (10) of 
section 3 of the Navy Act, 1957; 

(c) the expression "regular Army" shall have 
the meaning assigned to it in clause (xxi) of 
section 3 of the Army Act, 1950.'. 

8. In section 30 of the princip'!l Act, clause (a) shall Amend­
be re- Iettered as clause (aa), and before clause (aa) as ment of 
so re-Iettered, the following clause shall be inserted. section 30. 
namely:-

"(a) the period of service in the Coast Guard, In .. 
dian Navy or regu lar Army which is required f01' a 
person to be granted a certificate without examination 
under section 22,". 
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59 of 1988 

9. For section 31 of the principal Act, the f':-')iowing 
section sh:iJI be su bstitut�d, namely:-

"3]. i\ certifi .. ::te of COlYipetency or Sff\: e and 
jicen.:;e gr·'nt:d under tilis Clupt8r shall bav.· c;'!'ect 
th'ou�! hout India,". 

10. In section 52 of the principa 1 Act, in sub ection 
(2),-

(a) in c1au;.;e (i), the wo rd "and" occurring ,tt the 
end shal l be (lmitted ; 

(b l after clause 0), the fo l lowing clauses :,);a11 be 
insert�d, namely-

"(k) prescribe the requirements that the huH, equip­
ment and machinery of inl>lncl mechanic'; i ')/ pro­
pelled vessel shall comply wit h ; 

(1) prescribe the requirement of life Savii! app­
liances; und 

(m) prescribe the apparatus requ ired for l ,! ;nmu­
nication and navigation.'. 

1 1. For section 54C of the prin::'ip,d A ct, the fc i iO wing 
s�ctjon shall be substituted namely:-

'51 C. The provisions or section 134, Chap ','i; x,xr 
i.�nd XII of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 shaJ;, ;lS far 
as mtly be a pply, in relation to the mechanic.l.ly pro­
pelled veSs';;:fS as they n pply in re lation to mot,',r vehi­
cles. sutject to the tollowing modifications, n:.[(ily:-

Substitu­
tion of new 
section for 
sectjon 31. 

EffC!ct of 
ceriificltes 
of compe­
tency or 
service and 
licences. 

Amend­
ment of 
secdon 52. 

Substitu­
tion of new 
section for 
section 54C. 

Applica­
tion of 
section 13�,' 
Cbapters 
X, XI and 
XII of the 

(1'1) in section 134 and throughout in Cha�lers X, Motor Ve-
XI and XlI,- h icles Act, 

0) rr-ferences to "motor" or "motor veh CI':;" or 
"vehicle" !'.hall be construed a� references L "me­
chanically propelled vessel"; 

1988 in 
re lation to 
thl;': mecha­
nically pro-

pelled 
(ii) references to " public place" shaH be c' dstrued vessels. 
as JefeL'llees to "inLmd water": 

• 

• 

I , 
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(iii) reference!) to "public service vehicle" shall be 
construed as references to "public service vessel"; 

(iv) references to "goods vehicle " shall be cons­
trued as ref.:r�nces to "goods service vessel"; 

(v) references to "Sta te Transport" shall be co ns­
trued as rderences to "State Water Transport" ; 

(vi) references to "driver" or "drive of a vehicle" 
shall be construed as references to "master of a 
vessel"; 

(vii) references to "driving licence" shall be con­
strued as references to "a certificate granted under 
Chapter III of Inland Vessels Act. 1917"; 1 of 1917. 

(viii) references to "permit" sha ll be construed 
as referenct!s to "a certificate of registration granted 
under section 19F of the: Inland Vessels Act, 1917", 1 of 1917. 

and such other consequential amendrlients as the 
rules of grammar may require, shall also be made; 

(b) in section 145,-

(i) after clause (a), the following clause shall 
" be inserted. namely :-

'(aa) "goods service vessel" means any mechani. 
cally propelled vessel used or adapted to be used 
for carriage of cargo for hire ur reward;'; 

• 

(ii) a fter clause (d). the folloWing clause shall 
be inserted, namely :-

'(da) "public service vessel" mea ns any me­
chanically propelled vessel used or adapted to 
be used for the carriage of passengers for hire 
or reward ;'; 

(iii) for clause (�), the following clause shan 
be substituted, namely :-

'(e) "proper ty" i�cludes goods carried in the 
inland vessel, brIdges, landing facilities, navi­
gation marks and infrastructure;"; 

(iv) after clause (f), the l ollowing clause shall 
be inserted, namely :-
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'(fa) "route" means a line of tr2'>' which 
specifies the waterv.ay which may be !raversed 
bv a mech,mie;ll1y propelled vessel between 
one terminal nnd a notha;'; 

(c):n section 149, in sub·seetion (2), in cL ;e (a),­

(i) in sub·elause (i),-

(A) in iterr, (c), for tte words ",'-,:n�port 
vebic Ie". the words "publk servil�e -, :;s�l or 
go cds service vessel" shall ce sub'[ \uted; 

(B) item (d) shall be omitted; 

(ii) in sub-clause (ii), for the words " ot duly 
licells<:!d". the words and figur.:s "nor ,)lding a 
certificate granted under Chapter HI ,)f the 
InlaI1d Vessels Act, 1917" shall be SId) tituted; 1 of 1917. 

(d) in section 1 58,-

• 

(i) fer th � words "transport vehicle', wber­
ever they occur, the \\ords "public service 
vessel or goods service vessel" �hall I:: sub­

stituted, and such other cons�q u ultL: 'lmend· 
ments as the roll's of grammar n.a) require 
shall also be o-:ade; " 
(Ii) in sub seetiOij (I), for c.iamc the 
lollowing c12 use shall be substirukd, l1: ely:-

"(d) tlle certi ficate of survey gpnte:' under 
section 9 of the Inland V�sse;s Act, 1917,"; 1 of 1917. 

(e) in secti on 161, in sUb section (3),-
(i) in clause (a I, for tnc woras "t' :ly-five 
thousand rupees", the words "fifty lh .. usand 
rupees" sha 11 be sutstituted; 

'Oi) in clause (b), for the words "twel'. l. tbou­
saud and five hundred rupees", the yrords 
"twenty-fIve t hOlJsand rupees" shaH >- , sub .. 
stituted; 

(f) in secticln 165, in sub-section (1), for t1;;' \V.HJs 
H?v'fotor Accidems Claims TribunJ Is". t: i' A'crds 
"InIalJd Vessel Accidents Claims Tribuna' � shall 
be sqtstimted.'. 

12. After Chapter VIA of the princip81 Act, t; foI·  
lOVl'ing Cbapter shall be inserted, namely :--

Insertion 
of new 
Chapter 
VIAB. 

• 



• 

, 

• 
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CHAPTER VIAB 

PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF POLLUTION 
AND PROTECIION OF INLAND WATER 

540. In this Chapter, unless the context otherwise Definition 
requires,- . 

(a) "hazardous chemical" or "obnoxious subs­
tance" means anv chemical or substance, as 
the case may be; which has been designated 
as s·uch by rules made under this Chapter; 

(b) "oil" means any persistent oil such as crude 
oil, hea"y diesel oil, lubdcating oil and white 
oil, whether carried on board a tanker as car­
go or fuel; 

(c) "oily mixture" means a mixture with any 
oil content. 

54E. No oil mixture, bazardous c hemical or obno­
xious subf)tance from a mechaniccdly . propelled 
vessel shall be discharged in inland water; 

Provided that nothing in this section shall 
apply to the discharge of such oil or oily mixture 
hazardous chemic]I or obnr;xious substance from 
a mechanicqlly propelled vessel for tbe purpose 
of securing the safety of a mechanically propelled 
vessel� preventing damage to a mechanically pIO-
pelled vessel, cargo or saving of life at inland water. 

ProhiBition 
as to dis­
charge of 
oH, oily 
mixture, 
etc., in the 
inJand 
water. 

54F. (1) The owner Or operator of an'inland port, Reception 
at cargo or passeuger te::Tmina 1, as the case may facilities at 
be, shal1 provide rec:::ption faciliti,·s to discharge inland port, 
oil.. oilv mixture, h3Zurdous chemical or obnoxious etc. 
substance at such inland port, cargo or passenger 
terminal, 

(2) The owner Or oPerator of an inland port. at 
cargo or passenger terminal, as the case may be, 
providing reception facilities at any inland port, a 
cargo or passenger terminal may make charges for 
the use of the facilities at such rates and may im-

. pose such conditi ons in reSjJect. of uSe thereof as 
< may be approved bv notificafion in the Official 
Gazette, by the' State Government in respect ot' 
the inland port, cargo o,r passenger terminal. . 

(3) For the purposes' of minimizing the pollution 
alrea dy caused, or for preventing the pollution 
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powers of 
Central 
Government 

8 

threatened to be caused, the State Government may 
direct, by order in writing. the owner or operator 
of an jnland rort, at cargo or pas.senger termin;11 
to pro vide or arrange for the provision of such 
pol1ution containment equipmenrs and pollutant 
removing rnateIials at such inland port, c,ngo and 
p assenger terminal as may be spedfiej in the order. 

54G. (1) Any surv eyor or any person authorised 
under this Act in this behalf may, at an\' reaso­
na bIe tIme, � r ,ter and inspect any inland port, at 
cargo or passenger teJmit1al for the purposes of-

(a) eniuring that the provisions of this Chap­
ter are complied with; 

(b) verifying whether such inland port at cargo 
or passenger termin al is provided with the pol­
lution containment e quipmen t and pollutant 

6. removitlg lD 1 terials in confor.nity with fhe 
order of the State Government or thtl State Go­
Vernment or the ru les mad� under this Chapler; 
and 

(c) satisfying himself a bout the adequacv of the 
measures taken to prevent polluti cn . 

(2) If the surveyor finds that the inl a neI port, at 
cargo or passenger terminal is not provided with the 
aforesaid equirment and materials, he shal gi ve 
notice to the owner or operator of such inland 
port, cargo or p lssenger termina l , as the case 
may be, a notice in writing pointing out the d�fi. 
c 1ency and also what in his opinion ]8 requisite to 
remedy the said deficiency . 

(3)' No owner or operator of suc h inland port, at 
cargo or passenger terrninul, as the case may be, 
served with the notice under sub-section (�l, shaH 
proceed with any work at such inland por , cargo 
or passenger terminal, as the case may be, until he 
('·btains a certificate signed by tbe surveyor to the 
effect that the inland port, cargo or passenger 
terminal , as the case may be, i� properly provided 
with the aforesaid equipment and materi a ls in con­
formity with the rules made under tbis Chi pter. 

54H. (1) The Central Government mav make 
rules for the purposes of this Cb apter . 

.. 

Power of 
entry ins­
pection , 

• 

• 

I 
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to make rules 
for 
prevention 
and control of 
pOllution. 

Inserth:m of 
ne\v sect ions 
62D and 
62 E . 
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(2) In pa-Tticu lar, and with�ut prejud ice to the 
generality of tbe foregotng power, such Fllies m�y-

(a) prescribe the designated b:lznrdou'l chemical 
and obnoxi ous substance ·uttder claus-e (a) 
of secti.on 54D ; 

(b) prescribe f i t ment of oily mixture treatment equi­
pment on shore �n:d on boaTd in certain cases; 

(c) pre scribe details of reception facilities at inland 
port, ca:rgo or passenger terminal; 

(d') prescribe the forms and record boo� fdr inland 
port, cargo or pa ssenger termina,l and the ·manner in 
which such books &baIJ be maintained, the f¥ature of 
entries to be made therein. th� time and circumstances 
in which such tnnic's shall be made, the cu stody 
and disposal thereof and all other matters 
relating theleto ; 

(e) a�ny other matter which is to be, or may be, 
prt::scribed. '. 

13. After section 62C of, tee princtl'al A�. tlle 
following bectiC)ns shall be inserted. nam61y :-

Punishment 
for offen ces 
relatin g t o 
pollution . 

'62D. Whoever contrdvenes any pr&vislon of Chapter 
VIAS or of any rule rrad\! thereunder. shaH be ptltlis· 
hable with imprisonment wh ich may extend to one 
year, or withtlne which ·may extend tel fi'ftythousand 
�e!, or with both. 

Offences by 
. companies. 

62E. (1) Where an off�nce under Chapter VIAB has 
been committed by a c ompany, every person who • 
at tbe tin;e the offence was commitled , was in cha­
rge of, and was reSp0i.:sible to, the company for 
the c:>nauct of the busi ness of the company. as 
well as the company shall be deemed to be guilty of 
the contravention and sh al l be liable to be procee­
ded against and punished accordingly : 

Provided that nothing in tbis sub-section shall 
render any such person Hable to any .punishUl� 
provided In this Act, if he proves that the offence 
was ccmmilted wIthout his knowledg� or that he 
exercised all due diligence to prevent tbe commi .. 
ssion of such offenc�. 
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(2) Not\llithstanding anything c ontaincc in sub­
section (I), v.herc an offence under Chapl( r VIAB 
has been c,)mmitted by a comp�ny, ar. : it is 
prov:d th:lt the offence Was committed 'v\ th the 
consent or conniv .1nc� of, or is attribut. ble to 
any neglect 0n the part of, any director, n mager. 
secret:ny of the Company, su(h Director, \f.!llager, 
Secret3ry or other 0fficer �hall also be d;�: ';led to 
be gui lty of that offence a nd shall be lia bi<' to be 
proceeded against and punished a('cordin�(y. 

Explanatior.. ·-For the purposes of this sec :ion,­

(a) "company" means any body corpor, te and 
includes a firm or other association of indvidual 
and 

(b) "d irector", in relation to a finn, I: .ans a 
partner in the firm.' 

14. (I) If any ditf.culty arises in giving eft ct to Power to 
the provisi ons of this Act, the Central GOv::t'Oment remove 
may, by order. published in the Official Gaze I,:. make dJiliculties 
such provisions, not inconsistent with the proYi:,:ons of 
the principal Act as amended by t his Act or l' '5 Act, 
as may;appear to be necessary Or eXf-'tdient j(lr tile 
purpose of removing the difficulty: 

Provided that DO order shall be marie un.j this 
section after the expiry of two years from tre \ i ;1 te on 
which this Ad comes into force 

(2) Every order m3 de under this section ;,, ; d I, as 
soon as may be aflcr' it is made, be laid before 
each House of Palliament. 

. 
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