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THE MERCHANT SHIPPING ( AMENDMENT ) ACT, 2007 

AN 
ACT 

further to amend the Merchant Shipping Act, 19S9 and the 
Indian Ports Act. 1908. 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-eighth Year of the 
Repu blic of India as follows : -

CHAPTER I 

PRELIMINAR Y 

1. (1) This Act may be caJled the Merchant Short title 
Shipping ( Amendment) Act, 2007. and com­

mence­

(2) It shall come into force on such date as 
the Central GOvernment may. by netification in 
the Official Gazette, appoint; and different dates 
may be appoint�d for diff�rent provisions of this Act. 

mente 
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CHAPTER II 

AMENDME1\T OF THE MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT, 1958 

Amend­
P"lent of 
lon g title. 

,\mend­
Jnent of 
section 3. 

/\.mend­
ment of 
section 31. 

? In the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 (hereinafter 44 of 19S8 
rderred To as the principal Act), in the long title, (or 
the word "J egistration", the words "registration, cel tift-
ca ti on, safety and sec urity" shall be substituted. 

3. In sec tion 3 of the principal Act, after clause (44) 
the following cla u&e shall be inserted, namely:-

'(44A) "security" means maritime security and in­
cJudes any measure. to pro tect por.ts �r ships or any 
person or thing relatIng dtrectly or IndJrectly to :u art­
time navigation,-

(i) against terrorism, sabota ge, stowaways, iHega 1 
migrants, asylum seekers, puacy, armed robbery, 
seizure or pilterage; and 
(ii) against any other hostile act or inf lu ence w hich 
threatens the security in the maritime transport 
sector, 

employed by the owners or operators or persons in 
charge; of the vessels or manag�ment of port facilities, 
offshore Installations and other m.arine organisations 
or establishments;'. 
4. In section 31 of the principa l Act, after clause (a), 
the fOllowing clause Shall be inserted_ namely: -

"(aa) the ShIp iden tification number ;". 
Insertion of 5. Afler section 99 of the principal Act, the f\)ilowing 
"ew sec- section shall be inserted, namely;-
tion 99A. 
Prohibition 
uf engage-
111Cnt of 
seafarer 
wi thout 
�eafarer's 
identity 
document. 

Insertion 
of new 
Part lXB, 

'9YA.(I) No person shall engage or carry to sea 
any seafarer ill: an� ship, �nless the seafarer is in pos­
session ot seatarer S Identity document. 

(2) The seafarer's identity document under sub-section 
(1) shall be issued in such from and manner on pay­
ment of such fees as may be prescribed. 

Explanation.-For the purposes of this section, 
"seafard" means any person who is employed or 
engaged .or works in any. capacit� .on board a sea going 
Ship ordinanly engaged In manUme navIgatiOn, other 
than a ship of war.'. 
6. After Pan IXA of the principal Act, the followinl 
Part shall be inserted, namely;- . 

.. 
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'PART IXB 

SECURITY OF SHIPS AND PORT FACILITIES 

34H. (1) Suhject to sub-section (2), this Pan s ; all 
apply to-

(a) the fol1owing types of sk;ps engaged on in ter­
national voyages, namely:-

(i) passenger ships including high speed passenger 
craft; 

(ii) cargo ships including high speed craft of five 
hundred gross tonnage and above; 

(iii) mobi1e offshore drilling units: 

Provided that the Central Government rna v extend 
the application of this Part to those ships w:lich ar� 
exclusively engaged on coastal voyages; 

(b) the port facilities serving ships referred to in 
clause (a): 

Provided that the Central Government may, after 
taking decision, on the basis of port facility s�curity 
assessment having carried out under this Parr, 
extend the application of this Part to those port faci­
lities which, although used primarily by ships not 
engage d on international voyages, are occasionally 
required, to serve ships arriving or departing on 
international voyages. 

(2) This Part shall not apply to warships, naval 
auxiliaries, or other ships owned or operated by 
the Cenlral Government and used only for non­
commercial service b y  that Government. 

• < :. ,  I"� �t�,· :, : ,;}, 

344�. In this Part, unless the context otherwise Defini-
reqUIres.- tions. 

(a) "company;' means the Owner of the ship 
who, or any organisation which has assumed '. 
the responsibility of operation of the ShIP from 
the owner of such ship and who or which, has 
agreed to take over all the duties and respon­
sibilities imposed by the International Safety-' 
Management Code; 

�< ... 
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(0) "declaration of securi ty" means an agree­
ment between ships or  a sh ip and a port faci­
lity specifying therein the security measures to 
be comphed with; 

(c) "designated authonty" means such autho-· 
rity as tile Central Government may, by noti­
fication in tne OfficIal Ga zette, specif}'; 

(d) "International Ship and Port faci lity Secu­
rity Code" means the Cude tor the security of 
ships and port facilities provided in the Safety 
convention; 

(e) "port facility " means any locati o n  or area 
including anchorages or waiting berths or 8p­
proaches trom seaward and determined by the 
Centra l Government or the designated auth ority , 

as the case may be, where interface between 
ships or a ship and a port takes place ; 

(0 "recognised security organisation" means 
any organ isation, COmp2l.Il)', fIrm or body of 
individuals having expertise in matters relating 
to security and knuwledge of ship, and pon 
C'perations, which or who are authorised by the 
Central. Government by notificatIOn in the Offi­
cial Gazelte, to carry out assessment or verifi­
cation or approval or certification required by 
this Part or by the International ::,nip and 
Port racility Code; 

(g) "security level" means the qU.ilification of 
the degree of risk associated with the threat 
or an unlawful act agalllst a ship, or ag.lins t 
a port. facility or any oth'f area connectt:d 
therewith; 

(h) words and expressi.ons used in this Part 
but not det ined 10 thls Part s hall have tile 
respective meanings as aSSIgned to them in the 
Safety Convention. 

344L. 0) The Central Government or the dc� 
lignated authonty ., as the c�se may be, Shdll 
provide every IndIan shIp ot one �undr�d gross 
tonnage and above and every IndIan cargo sllip 
of th[�e Dundred gruss tonnage and abuve, a 
ship Idcnllfi..:aLiun llumber, wh1ch conlorms to 
the relevant Scnellle formulated by the Iut�f1la­
tional Maritime Qfganis'atlOn. 

Ship 
identifica­
tion num­
ber. • 

i 

i 
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(2) All the certjficate� issued under this Act and 
al I certifIed copies there(',f shall bear the ship 
identificdtion Dumber. 

Ex -32�/200'1 

344M. (1) The Central Government or the desig- security 
nated autbority, as the c'Jse m1Y be. 'shall set 50- measures. 
eurity levels taking ioto consideration human ele-
ment such as shore Jeave and provide information 
thereof to all the Indian ships, as may b� pr;:s-
cribed. 

(2) The Centra] Government or the designated au­
thority, as the case may be, shall set security levels 
and provide information there')f to port facilities 
within India and to every ship prior t o  entering 
an Indian pGr t or while in a port \\ithin India, as 
may be prescri bed: 

Provided that the Centra I Government may au­
thorise any recoilnised security organisation to carry 
out any of the security measures under this sec­
tion, on behalf of it, with such conditions as may 
be prescri hed. 

Port facility 344No The Central Government shall carry out port 
D ssessment. facility aSSessment in the mJnner as mly be prescibed. 

Obligations 
of compa­
nies, etc. 

3440. Every cOmp3ny, ship or port facility shall com­
ply with the relevant requirements under the Safety 
Convention and th-: Int�rnational Code for the Secun­
ty of Ships and Port Facility. 

Obligations 344P. Every port fadlity in Indb shall comply with 
of port fac;i- the requirement 01 this Par t or the rules made there-
lity. under. 

Internatio­
n al Ship 
Security 
Certifica teo 

344Q. The Central Government or thl! designated au­
thority or the autborised person, as the case rnay be, 
shall issue every Indi ,m ship to which this Part applies, 
an Interoational Ship Security Certificate or an Inte­
rim Internationd I Ship Security Cer tificate as the case 
rna)' be, in the form and manner as may be prescribed. 

Ship Secu- ?44R. Every Indian ship shall be provided with such 
rity Alert Ship Security Alert System, as may be prescribed. 

.. System. 

Control 344S. Every ship to which this Part aPrlies shall be 
measures. subject to su;;h control m�asures as may b� prcscrib�d 
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Power to 344T. (1) The Central Government mly, having regard 
make rules. to the provi;:,ions of the Safety Convention, make rules 

to carry out the purposes of this Part. 

(2) In particular, and with rut prejudice to the 
gfnend ity of the pruvisions of sub-section (l), 
such rules may provide-

(a) for alternative or equiv.tlent security levels 

(b) fee to be levied for any service re!1dered; 

(c) any other m l\tter which by this Part is to 
be, or may be, prescrib�d.'. 

CHAPTER III 

AMENDMENT OF THE INDIAN PORTS ACT, 1908 

Insertion of 7. After sectkn 68C of the Indian Ports Act, 19C8, 
new section the following section sha! 1 be inserted, namely:-
68D of Act 
of 1908. 
Maritime 
secuIity. 

'68D. A port facility in India shdl comply wit h a 11 
the requirements conta i ned in Chapter IXB of the Aer­
chant Shippin g Act, 1958 or the rules madethere".mder 
80 fa r as they are not inconsistent wilh the provisions 
of this Act. 

Explanation.- FOl" the purposes of this sectio n, the 
expreSSil)n "port facility" shall have the same meaning 
as assigned to it in Part IXB of the Mer� ha at Ship­
ping Act, 1958.'. 

44 of 1958 

44 of 1958 
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