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Definitions. 

NOTIFICATIONS 

No. LJA 10/78--79/200, the 31st October. 1980. The following Act is hereby 
republished III the Gazette for General infonnation. 

Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of Mizoram 
Law, judicial etc. Deptt. 

FSSi:NTIAL SERVICES MAINTENANCE (ORTSSA) ORl)JNANCE, 1980 
No.8 of 1980 

Promulgakd by the Prcsid..:nt in the Thirty first Year of the Republic of India. 
An Ordinanc.: to provide for the maintenance of certain essential services and 
thl;' normal life of the community in Orrissa. 

Whereas by a Proclamation issued on the 17th day of F(!bruary. 1980. by 
the President under article 356 of the Constitution, the powers of the Legislature 
of thl' Statl' of Orri�sa hayc been declared to be e-..:ereisabh; by or under the 
authority of Parliament: 

And wh�rcas Parliament is not in session and the Prcsidt;nl is satisfied that 
dn:umstane'�s �;xist which render it necessary for him to take immediate a<:t10n, 

Nc)w, therefore. in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (1) of article 
J 23 of the Constitution and of all other powers enabling him in that behalf, the 
President is pleased to promulgate the following Ordinanc(' :-

1. (I) This Ordinance may be called the Essential Services Maintenane 
(Orrissa) Ordinance. 1980. 

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Orrissa. 
(3) It shaH come into force at once. 

2. (1) In this Ordinance. unless the context otherwise requires.­
(a) "essential service" means� 
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(il any service (;onneckd with the 'Llpply or distribution of water "ild 
with the maintenance of water works; 

OJ) an} service connected with hospitals 3'1d di�rr�ma�i:,;; 

(iii) any sen'icc connected with the producrioll, �';pply of distribution of 
electricity including any service under the Oris)a S�;\k 1=-J..::::tricity 13o:,rd C'JJ;�,­

htuted under the Electricity (Slipply) Act, IlJ48. 

(iv) any service connected with the conduct of general eh::ct�om fur tiL> 
purpose of constituting a new Legislative Assembly fill" th..: State of Oris�". 

(v) any service in connection with the affair� of the State not being a 

service specified in any of the fo�cgoing sub·cJauses which the State Goycnlmcnl 
may. by notification, dedare to be an essential SL'rvice for the pUrjlo<;"S of 
this Ordinance; 

(vi) any other service connected with any matll'f \;;ith respl'ct t(\ dlid1 
the State Legislawre ha� power to make luws and lVilich Ih\.' Stat,; G,)VCI1,n:;lll. 
!xing of opinion that strikes the:-ein would prejudici"lly affect th'� m'lIf,kr.an:c' 
of any public utility service, the public safety or th,-' maintenance of �u;Jpli''::s 
and services necessary for the life of the communi!)' or would r,:su]t lit tile 
infliction of grave hardship on the community, may by notification, d,\:il'L' to 
be an essential service for the pur('osc\ of J::i� 0:'(li11I'ne_ 

(b) "stik:�" means tlK ces�at;0n of wu\,h by " )\\d/ <'of per�(jn� ,;:-"p !')y<>.1 
many cssentJal ser .... ice actm� in cumbination or a cQ:lccrld rdtlsai or '" rc;'u�,-,; 
ur der a common understanding of {Jny number of pcr�()ns who are or 11,l'<e '8cen 
so employed to continue to wUfk or to accept 8mployment and indu(:I;� , 

(j) unauthorised absence from duty in pursua;lc,: of a common UIl(:cp,tun· 
ding among the persons who unauthorisedly absent lhcmsdces frtlm dul', or 

under the direction of any other person or pcrsons, 

(ii) refusal to work overtime where sud work IS necessary for the main­
tenance of any essential service; 

(iii) any other conduct wllich is likely to resu't "1, ('1' results in, Ll:�',; elm' 
or substantial retardation of work in any es�enlid.1 ' ,'(ViC(: 

(2) Ev.:ry notification issued undl:!' sub-c1aw e  (v) 0, sub·clause' f�i) of 
cbmc (a) of SUh·�c2r:i)n (I) shall be laid bdort.: c,Kh HllUSC uf ParJi<wlenl 
immediatciy after it is made if II is in ses�'on :lJ1d OIl the flr�� day uf the 
commeneemt:nt of the next s..:ssion of tht: �L,IFC: ii ;" not in session, and 
shall cease to operate at the expirat!oll of fourt; l'::Y' � 'on-; th..:: date of its b'"'iilg 
so laid or from the re-assembly of Parliament. as th..: c,�sc may be, ullkss bO'on: 
the expiration of that period, a f<:solution aprroving tiL' is,;;ue of the notiriea'ion 
is passed by both Houses of Parliament. 

Explanation-- Where the Houses of Parliament are summoned to reassemble 
on different dates, the period of fourty days shall be reckoned from the later 
of these dates. 
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3. (1) If the State Govcrnm..:nt is satisfied that in the public interest it is 

1 __ , .. s,an: or c,\p.:dient so to do, it may by general or special Order, prohibit 

�,; ,kes j-n any essential servic.; specified in the Order. 

(2) An Order made under sub-\.::ction (1) shall be 

m�lI11kr 'd� �b.: S!at� Governmcnl cGn�i(kr.� best calculated 
11(l�,ce of thc p::-sons a!Tcctcd b) the Order. 

published in such 
to bring it to the 

(3) An O:'dcr made under sub-section (I) shall be in force for six months 

only. but the �latc Govcrnn1t::J1t may. by a like Order, extend it for any p.;riod 
not exceedin g six months if it is satis,icd that in the public interest, it 15 

nCL<:ssary or expedient so to cia. 

(4) Cpon the isslle of an Order under sub-section (l) -�-

(a) no person employed in any essential service to which the Order 
relates shall go or rcmain on strike; and 

(b) any strike declared or commenced, whether before or after the 
i�suc of the On�cr. by fl<.:r.<:ons c.:mploycd in any SCI \kc shall be 
illegal. 

4. Any person who commences a strike which is illegal under this Ordinance 
or goes or remains on. or o!�,crwi�(' Llke� part in, any such q:'ike �l1Cl1l be 
PI', - _,IMh> \',',lh ir!lpr:,,' :l,ut to:- ,1 l"::dn whidl may extend t�) si" montlls, or 
",,-j I, fin: whi..:h may c"lend lO li\-" hundn.'d n:pc..::s, or with b'Jth. 

Ex-55j80 

Power to prohibit 
strikes in Certain 
employments. 

Penalty for jJJcgal 
strik::s. 

5_ Any person who imtigatcs or incites ot:,cr persons to ',.:;l;c p:ul in, or Penalty for iii� ti­
ot/:t:rwisc acts in furthcrance of. or d{'es any' ad preparatory to. a strikt: which gation, t:1C. 
is dJegli1 under this Ord inance shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term 
Wllich may exl�nd to onc YCClr, or with fine: which may L:xtend to ,)n.; thousand 
ruf'cc.:s. or with both. 

6, Any person who knowingly ('xpel1ds or supplies any money in furtherance 
or support of a strike which is illegal under this Ordinance sha1l be rmnish(!hk 

Penalty for giving 
financial aid to 

\Vith iJl1r:>ris'lDmrnt fOf 'I [[,rill '\-h'ch 1":1.\ c�r,:,,_(l TD 0r.� :,CM, or \,.;(: ·!)c cy-ll!(h -:1 !!:l! ',!!ikc:,_ 
� "le" t''-lv1,d ;0 ()�h: ;l;cll,sand rup.:cs. nr witll h()lh. 

, 

p()\,.,eT to 
arrest 
\vithout 
warrant. 

Ordinau­
ce to o­
verride 
other 
la\\'s. 

7 -Sotwithstanding anything containd in the (0',:':: of Criminal Prdec.:dUl c. ::'.. or 1947 
1973, "II offences under this Ordinance shall be non-bailable and an:,> pOlice 
ofiic·:r may arrest without warrant any person who is n�"'_'-(lnably smlwctC'd of 
having committed any �uch offence. 

8. The provisions of this Ordinance and of any Order issues lhereunder 14 of 1947_ 
shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent therewith contained in 
the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, or in any other law for the time being in force. 

N. SANJIVA REDDY., 
President. 

R. V. S. PERI SASTRI, 
Secy. to the Govt. of India 
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