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!\HNl��TRY OF LAW, JUSTICE AND COMPANY AfFAIRS 
(LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT) 

1\;c# Delhi, the 25th October, 1980/Kartika 3, 1902 (Saka) 
TrIE FOREST (CONSERVATION) ORDINANCE, 1980 

No. 17 OF 1980 

Pmmulgalcd by the President in the Thirty-first Year of the Republic of India. 

An Ordinance to provide for the conservation of forests and for matters connected 
therewith or ancillary or incidental thereto. 
WHEREAS Parliament is not in session and the President is satisfied thai 
circumstances exist which render it necessary for him to take immedialc action. 
NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise (If the powers conferred by clau�c (l) of 
article 123 of the Constitution, the President is pleased to promuigak th�' 
following Ore: inance : --

L (1) This Ordinance may be called the Forest (Conservation) Onllnanc,'. 
1980. 

(2) It extends to the whole of India except the State of .Tamu a11d 
Kashmir. 

(3) It shal1 come inlO force at oncc. 
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2. Notwithstanding anything contained in any (1,het" law for th.c time: 
be:ing in force in a State, no State, Governml:nt or othe-," authority �hali ma.;e:. 

except with the prior approval of the Central GO\'(;l"l1!TILllt, any ord.cr din;l:tlDg-

(i) that any reserved forest (� the meaning of the cxprc�sion "r,,�cf\cd 

forest" in any law for the time bcina In fore.: in thai Stat,;, 0r any p,n'il';} (l, 'r;.:,)I, 

shall cease to be reserved; 

(ii) that any forl:st land or any p,);"tion lhclTJf may bc u�L' d tOt' any 
non-forest purpos.:. 
Explanation - For the purposes o� this section "non<or,,�t purp()�c tncan� 

breaking up or clearing of any forest lund or pertlOll therC0f for 2-n� pl<rpus<.' 
other than reaifor..-:stalion. 

3. The Central Government may constitute a Cnmmitke consisling of �u ·�h 
number of persons as it may deem tit 10 advi�e that Gm-("J'nment with j :.:ga! c: tu 

(i) the grant of approval under section 2, an�1 

(ii) any other matter connected with the conservation of forests which may 
be referred to it by the Central Government. 

4. (1) The Central Government m,,-y, by notification in the official Gal::;l!�, 
mah ruks for carrying out the provisions llf this OrdinllnCl:. 

(2) Every rule made under this OrdHiancc sha!l ht.: laid, as soon as mc�)­
be after it is made, before each House of Parliam::nt, whik it is in s.:��i"n, CJC 

a total period of thirty days which may be: compristd ii1 one s�ssi('n or i!l 1,-0 

or more successive sessions, and if, bcfore the expiry ,)f ,Ii·; scssioe :n:ncci!:J:c:" 

following the session or the successive sI.'5sion;; afon::,ai(: b(l�h Hl'm:, agr�: in 

making any modification in the rule or b,)th E()cl�-"'� ,;�. �'t.: !h,'1 the :-uie �huu�d 
nO( be made, the rule shall thereafter hav.: d'kct oni-. i.1 �llc!: lTIfJdi'it.:li f:-U,ll ,_'f 

be of no effect, as the cast.: may be; ,,(l howt.:,:..:r. :h,_; :tn:. SUe h rnudi!ic<lti(\n 
or annulment shall be without prejudice to tht.: va!'(: 1)- ,Jf cw: .. (11ing pl'e:viuu"Iy 

done under that rule. 

"". SA�� if\" \ REDDY, 

r;��:i.knt. 
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