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It is a great privilege indeed to address the Fifth Session of
The Fifth Legislative Assembly of Mizoram today. I heartily
weicome you to this Session and extend my very warm regards to
you after the joyous ‘celcbration of the Chapchar Kut festival. I
also take this opportunity to extend warm greetings, on behalf of
my Government and of my own. lo the peopie of Mizoram. The
presence of a large asumber of - seasoned legislators in this
augustHouse makes me confident that  the  deliberations i, this
Session will be carried on, as usual, with aii. grace and dignity
befitting the rich parliamentary traditions of this Assembly.

This Session wili witness presentation of the Supplementary
Demand for Grants for the year 2004-2005 and the DBudget
Estimates for 2005-2006 and will also deliberate on other issues of

public ‘concern. With a sense of satisfaction, 1. am happy to
announce that a full budget covering the whole year of 2005-2006

will be presented during the course of this Session. I am also
happy to announce that the Twelfth Finance Commission has
carmarked a significanily higher allocation for the State of Mizoram
and such allocation 'is- expected to largely offset the current pressure

on non-plan expenditure of the State.

I am happy lo apprise. the Honourable Members that Mizoram

" continué to remain peaceful. With the strong resolve and interveations

of the State Government. . .supported wholeheartedly by the
modernisation programmes of the Central Government, —my
Government has been successful in gradually moulding the State
Police inte an effective .force capable of dealing with all
eventualities. I am happy to inform this august House that our
proposal for raising one more battalion of India Reserve police has
been agreed to by the Government. of ~India. Raising of this
Additional battalion not only will augment the force at the
command of the State but will also provide a splendid opportunity
of getting employment to the able-bodied youths of our State. While
the crime situation in Mizoram has been kept under control. the
percentage of conviclion of IPC cases, as recorded ai 94.9% 1s one
of the highest among the States and Union Temntories in the
country. The assistance and co-operation extended by the people of
Mizoram and the local voluniary organizations 1o the law
enforcement agencies in detecting and prevention of crime has been
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quite encouraging. During the vear, several sophisticated weapons
and ammunitions smuggled into the State from ‘other countries have
 been recovered and the culprits have been brought to. book. Mlicit
" drug and liquor worth Rs32.54 lakhs have also been seized by the
Mizoram Police, thus, providing a sirong supplementary support to
the cndcavours of the Department of Excisc. The. Statc Government
is also seized with the necessity of development of infrastructure for
the police force. In order to meet the ground requirements and to
raise the satisfaction level, high importance has been attached to
construction of permanent buildings for Police Headquarters, Offices
of District Superintendents of Police and Commandants and
sesidential accommodation. With the continuing Police modernization
grants from the Central Governmett, the State Police have made a
good headway in acquiring better equipments and weaponry and in
building better housing’ facilities. Similarly, Mizoram Ilome Guards

- has been gradually modernised by inducting better equipment and

training- facilities under the modernisation grants of the Government
of India. Development of a new Police Training Centre at
Thenzawl, at an estimated cosst of Rs.3,182.00 lakhs has also made
a good progress. Selection of 37 Police officers of Mizoram for UN

assighment in ‘Bosnia and Kosovo i§ one of the indications of the
“quality of our Police officers. Six officers are presently in Kosovo
on such assignment - - |

My Government has alfeady prepared a Perspective Plan for
affecting prison reforms with“an outiay of Rs.1.777.00 lakhs. Under
this plan, a significan{ improvement in the quality of exisiing
prisons has already been’made.’ Vertical extension of staff barrack at
. Pistrict Jail, Aizawl and construction of administrative buildings at
District Jails of Lungleéi, ~Chatiiphai, Serchhip, and Lawngtlai,
‘construction of staff quarters”at” Central Jail, Aizawl, and " District
Jails of Lunglei, Champhai and Saiha and construction of prisoners
barrack at District Jails of Saiha, Champhai, Serchhip, Mamit and
Lawngtlai, have been completed. During the year 2005-2006,
construction of new jails ~at- Serchhip, Mamit and Lawngtlai,
expansion and renovation of existing jails, construction of staff
quartcrs and improvement of sanitary and water supply facilitics will
be taken up. o

v Menace of drug trafficking and violation of the Mizoram
Total Prohibition Laws are matters of great concern. The Excise
Department has been relentlessly ongaged in controlling this menace.
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1,183 drug traffickers, . peddlerq and abusers were nabbed and 2675
persons were arrested for contraveniion of the Excise Laws and the
Prohibition Laws during the current vear 2004-2005. The
Department has already collected revenue of Rs.117.20 lakhs during
2004-2005 (upto January, 2005). The Department wili continue its
drive against violation of Prohibition Laws, dmg trafficking and
their abise. - '

Understanding the global trend and also the far-reaching
adverse effect of chemicals on human and other living beings, my
Government has already declared Mizoram as an Organic Farming
State. Utilization of bio-fertilizers and - bio-pesticides  is  highly
cncouraged and the Agricuiture and Minor Irrigation Department has
procured different organic manures for distribution to the farmers.
A State Biological Control Laboratory at  Neihbawih has started
produc7ing different bio-pesticides (bio-control agents) for the
_control of different pests and discascs. ’Buﬁng this year, training of
farmers and staff and field demonstrations on farm lands have also
been conducted to impart scientific and  new techniques of
cultivaiion especially on use of biological ‘nuirienis and on pesi
management. Under the scheme of Foodgrain Development and

- Control = of . Shifting cultivation, - the De'partment has developed

:.:scvcral hectares of potential areas for wet rice cultivation and genuc
slopes .. for terraced cultivation by rvggﬁdué o mechanization. In
order. to attain higher. productivity, the: T)epartment has continued
distribution of different high-yielding varieties of paddy, wheat,
maize, potato and garlic seeds to the cultivators. Our programme of
building Potential Area Connectivity (Agri-Link Road) will continue.
The Mizoram Intodelhna Programme has an outlay of Rs. 2,000.00
lakhs during 2004-2005 and the Programme will continue in the
next vear. Under Minor Irrigation Scheme, a gross command area
of 5,432 hectares of land under Diversion Scheme and River Liit
Irrigation Scheme has been achicved. Twelve Centrally Sponsorcd
Schemes subsumed to Macro-Management mode have been
implemented with a total outlay of Rs.707.72 lakhs. Under National
Pulses Development Programme, Oilseed Production Programme and
Accelerated Maize Developmment Programme, the Department
continues to distribute field pea, arhar, french bean, maize, rapeseed,
mustard, cowpea, moong, groundnut and soyabean seeds to the
needy farmers . In order to prepare ourselves to deal with the
problems attending the bamboo flowering and rodent upsurge. the
Department will resort to intensified and diversified cropping, post
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harvest technology, connectivity for market linkages, construction of
water harvesting ponds and activaie Rodent Control Programmes
under Bamboo Flowering and  Famine Combat  Scheme

(BAFFACOS).

7. _ Stcps have been taken by the I—'ortlculturc D\.partmmt towar
Increasing  the nmductlnn of grapes and passion fruits covering
3,840 hectares during 2004-2005. Similarly, steps have aiso been
taken for commercial production of flowers like anthurium, bird of
paradise and rose while actions for expansion of areas under spices |
hkc turmeric and birds-eye chilly have been initiated. Many grape }_
and anthurium growers have alréady been exported outside the State.,
Reijenauon of old citrus orchards has been taken up wvth
promising results. In order to help combat famine. likely to be
caused by bamboo flowering, steps have béen taken to. increase area
under passion fruit, grape, potato and turmeric under BAFFACOS.

In the year 2005-2006, construction of office buildings and staff
quarters at Kolasib, Lunglei, Serchhip, Tuidam and Hnahthial will

be taken up under the State Plan The Department also proposes to
alrcady ‘been’ 1dent1ﬁcd for this purpose and Memoxandmn uﬂ

\ Understanding has been signed with a Pune based e‘;portvr Sun -

Fruits’ Ltd. Under BAF FACOS, area expansion for. passion fruit,
grape, poldlo ‘and turmeric will coniinue for preparing ihe farmers to
face. any pQ331b111t3 of famine due to bamboo flowering.

8. The Soii and Water Conservation Department ‘continues to
provide  assistance to rural families in developing terracing and has
also supported various rural villages in constructing water harvesting
tanks for the purpose of cultivation. Stream Course Strauzhtcnmg
and Silt Retention Dams were also constructed. The efforts of this
Department have further been strengthened by additional allocation
of funds under BAFFACOS. The Department has aiso taken up
coffee cultivation in different areas within the State. From the next
financial year, tea cultivation will also be taken up by this |
Department. |

My Government has taken all initiatives to attain self-
sufficiency in - fish production. Under NEC programme the
Depariment has disiributed 357 lakhs of Indian major carp and
1 common carp fingerlings to the ﬁsh farmers - at 100% subs:dxzed
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rate during the cument financial vear. The Department also proposes
to disiribute 200 quintals of fish feed to the fish farmers af 100%
subsidized rate by March 2005. Construction of eight Fish Seed
Farms under Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources has been
completed and three such Farms at Lengpui, Tamdili and Zobawk
have alrcady startcd production of fish sceds. With the help of Fish
Farmers Development Agency, the Department has introduced

 cultivation of Giant Freshwater Prawn farming and Polycuiture in

collaboration with Central Institute of Fisheries Education (CIFE),

‘Mumbai. Selected cadre of 50 farmers has been imparted training
on Freshwater Prawn farming, Iniegrated farming and Polyculture.

Under BAFTACOS, more water areas will be brought under pond
culture this year and the following vear and production of fish will
also go up substantially. During 2005-2006, introduction of new
technologies like Monoculture and Polyculture of freshwater Prawiis,

.integrated farming, Intensive farming in private and Government

sectors under the financial and technical assistance of CIFE,
training of a cadre of 500 farmers on various aspects of modern

~technology of fish farming and, training of local vouths on Fish

Seed Production and Hatchery Management are proposed to be

_taken up. Besides these activitics, renovation and development  of

330 hectares of fish ponds by ﬁsh Farmers Development ‘Agency
and distribution of 200 lakhs of fish seeds to the fish farmers at
100% subsidy are also being proposed in the nexi year.

Realising the potential of using Sericulture as an alternative to

_the devastating jhum cultivation, my Governmenl conlinues o give

due importance to systematic development of Sericulture in the
State. The production of cocoon and raw silk during the recent past
has shown a remarkable growth. During the Tenth Plan period,
Sericulture is expected to provide gainful employment to 10,000
families. During 2004-2005° alone, 3,000 families have resorted to
mulberry cultivation. Under BAFFACOS, a number of sericulture
farmers will be assisted by providing rearing appliances, land
development and cultivation grants and by providing GCI sheets for
their Rearing Houses. Special SGSY Scheme for the development of
Mulberry  Scriculture, implemented . through the District  Rural
Development Agencies at Lawngtlai .and. Saiha for I.ai, Mara and
Chakma Autonomous District Councils from 20032004 is
continuing. The trial silkworm rearing at Lawngtlai has also shown
promising results.
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My Governmeni coniinues = to give high priority to the
development of animal husbandry and veterinary sector. Unfif:r *.the
Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources Fund, the Mobilisation
and Development of Feed and Fodder Resources Scheme is unrrc‘ifr

implementation: ‘with an approved outlay of Rs.725.00 lakhs. The

Animal Feed Plant at Tanhril has manufactured, during the last
year, 456 quintals of animal feed from locally procured agncuitural
crops and they have been sold to the local farmers at a reasonable’

rate. Undet Development of Sustainable Base tor Pig Production,
the Department of animal Husbandry and -Veterinary has ‘established
Piggery Villages at Kawlkuth, Sairang and Pukpui. The Department
has received approval for establishment of Modern Slaughter House
with 100% funding of Rs.321.00 lakhs from the North Eastern
Council. ‘Site preparation and fencing have been undertaken and
construction of Slaughter House Building is in progress. Under the
Integrated Dairy Development Project. The Department has taken up,
the Dairy Plant at Kolasib with an outlay of Rs.999.41 lakhs. The =
Department has also received Rs.115.13 lakhs from Central =
Government under Assistance to State for Control of Animal
Diseas¢ and four Veterinary Centres and a Disease Investigation
Laboratory have been established under this scheme. A total of
1.66,743 animals were vaccinated ‘against animal diseases under this
Scheme. A folal number of 195 Biogas Plants are also being
installed. Young breeding bulls will be distributed to rural families,
500 poultry farmers will be provided subsidy and 700..pig-rearing
families will be provided animal feeding equipments. Assistance will
also be provided to hill-cattle rearing families of rural areas.

To achieve afforestation and better forest management
throughout the State, my Government has enlisted active
participation of people at the grass-root level for project formulation
and ground implementation. Several Forest Development Agencies
(FDA) have been constituted. During this year, these FDAs have
taken up a massive task of afforestation of 4,955 hectares of
degraded land in 272 villages. Implementation of such afforestation
programmcs through FDA not only has gencrated cmployment in
rural areas but has also created a number of public utilities and
facilities in these villages. To ensure people’s. co-operation in the
protection and conservation of wildlife, eco-development programmes
have been implemented in villages located in the fringe area of
eight Wildlife Sanctuaries and National - Parks and, villages of such
areas have been provided free LPG connections, grants-in-aid for
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t'lggery ana Pouitry rearing, besides rendcnng free Medical Aid
and commun.cataon facilities. To deal with “imminent gregarious
tlowering . of bamboo, the Depnrtmerzt has undertaken a programme .
of fast tract harveatmg of locai bumboo  resources. Plantation of
improved and morc valuable specics of bamboo resourccs. Plantation .

Y

of improved and more valuable species of bamboo ‘is  also

undertaken under this Programme. The Department has also

generated a revenue of Rs.198.34 lakhs during the current financial
year

To improve the operation ‘of passenger bus services of the
State, the Tranport Department has purchased six new buses for
replacement of its over-aged fleet. During - 2005-2006, five more

buses will be added. The construction of Inter State Bus terminus

at Chaltlang, Aizawl at an approved cost of Rs901.40 lakhs is in
progress and is targeted ‘to be completed by 313‘ December . 2003 )

As an economy measure, the Lransport Depar‘mmt will soon act as

the nodal Department for repair of all Government vehicles in the,
State. For this purpose, new equipments will be added for, |

upgradation of the Department’s Contral workshop. Computerisation
of Vehicle registration (VAHAN) and Driving License (SARATHI)
are bemg implemented in all the District with an active technical

support of the nexi year. Computerisation of the Moior Vehicle

Wing of the Department wxll also be taken up in the next year. .

Horourable Members know very well that our constrainis in
the industrial sector are lack of infractructure, inadequate availability
of power and lack of adequate credit facilitv. Inspite of these
constraints, we have been trying our best to lead Mizoram gradually
towards industrialization through development of small and medium
industrial enterprises apart from nurturing the existing cottage and
tiny industries. Works on infrastructure like Expori Promotion
Industrial Park, Industrial Growth Centre and Food Park are actively
going on with Central support while Bamboo Technology Park at
Sairang and several Common Facility - Centres for handloom and
handicraft arc planncd to be sct up in the ncxt year. Upgradation
of Zuangtui Industrial FEstate under Industrial Infrastructure
Upgradation Scheme involving Rs. 5,000.00 lakhs is contemplated
while avenues are being explored for providing better road
connectivity and better sewerage and waste disposal system to
Luangmual Industrial Growith Cenire and Zuangtui Industrial Estate
through Asian development Bank loan. Attempts will also be made
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o 1mprove conditions in other industrial estates of Mizoram. 1 am

+happy to inform this august House that the Central Government has
" -earmarked a substantial amount of Rs. 10,000.00 lakhs for

deireiopmcnt of industrial infrasiructure in Mizoram. Preliminary

studics hawve alrcady startcd for posing our proposals under this

allocation.

For the mnext vyear, financial support to handloom and
handicraft units and artisans will continue as before. Organising of
fairs and exhibilions wiithin the State and outside, Participation in
India Intemational Trade Tair and North —east [xpo have become
integral part of our activities and have given wide publicity to our
products. These activities will continue in the next year.

There is a proposal of devclopment of permanent exhibition
infrastructure at Chaltlang with financial support of Government of
India. Export Promotion Industrial Parks will be established at
Bairabi, Champhai and Tlabung district Industries Centre will be set

up in all the new Districts of Mizoram.

Under BAFFACOS. Our industrial afeas ‘at. Bairabi and
Serchhip will. be improved. Emphasis will also be given io bamboo-

chipping, for which, a long-term marketing tie-up : with Hindustan
" Paper Corporation is on the anvil. thpmng 01 1,000 metric tones
- of bamboo will soon slari al Lengie for plani trial ‘and for fixing

selling rate of our chips. We are happy to see that several bamboo-
stick making units have alreadv been set up in private sector

“through the active support of the Industries Department. There is

also a programme of providing several small machines at subsidized

“rate to local enterpreneurs. Bamboo Processing Joint Venture Unit

located at Sairang has: also ‘started its operation from 1% March,
2005 “and th ¢ unit is expected to reach its maximum capacity
within a vear. Our symboli¢® déspatch of bamboo to Tsunami hit

‘areas had given the much-needed pubhclty to Mizoram bamboo
besides providing rclicf to the victims.

My Government assigns a high priority to the development of
rural areas to provide better quality of life to the rural families. To
this ‘end, the Rural  Development Department has been
administratively re-organized to insiili efficiency and coherence and
thus, the State Level Monitoring Cell, District Rural Development
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' Agencies, and State Instituie of
- brought under the "dminis““*
Develnpment Further, an En

*

Rural ’Dcvei‘opmcnt have been
control of the Directorate of Rur&
this year, the Department S 'istea 1,394 families wml new
houscs and upgraded the ‘m"scs f 1,002 familics under PMGY
(Grameen Awaas) and Iso implementing Border Area
De've'iopmcnf 'Programmc (l:iADP) in the twelve border Rural
Dev clopment Blocks of the State creating valuable assets like
village plavorm..nds School buildings, community halls and rural
roads. These cﬁoﬁs will be intensified during the nexi vear
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In our continuous endeavour toward creation f hetter housing
facilities, the Local Administration Department has given out

Composite Cash Loan (IIBA) to 2,040 Government employees and
Housing Loan to 400 other families during the year 2004-2005.
Housing grants were given to 120 urban poor families during the

current year under Economically. w =aker Debtl()ﬂ Scheme. A number

of activities like construction of minor, roads, parks, steps, dumping
grounds. RCC foot paths. Dedesman pavements and retaining walls

have been constructed within the staie durmg this vear and these
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activities w111 be continued in the next year. Public recreation
"~ Centres at Aizawl, Lungler and Lcngpm ‘are nearing completion.

| Clcan Mizoram Programme has been launched io inihaie a vigorous

campaign for cleanliness throughout the State. The Golden Jubilee
ot the formation of Village Councils in Mlzoram was celebrated by
organising wvcml evenis like inter-village football iournamenis and
Village Councils conference. Construction .works on Bus Terminus

~at Thuampui veng, Aizawl, ATI building at new Capital Complex

at Aizawl, the Shopping Centre at Champhai and the City Centre at
Aimwl, are makjﬂ ood progress. The pa1 tment has taken

the ever 1ncreasmg urbamzanon promem in the Statc. Master Plan

f Aizawl city and District Headquarters has been prepared and
apprnved Master Plan for all the Statutory towns are also being
prepared. Construction of market buildings and motor parking under
the centrally approved scheme of integrated Development of Small
and Medium Towns {IDQMT\ and Non Lapsable Central Pool of

Resourccs are In 200d progres:; Construction of snopp ng centre at

FOnaSLU with an Oﬁﬂa of T{S 57500 lakhs will commence in the
next year. Programmﬂs like cleanliness drive, beautification of the

' uw and better sanitation managcmcnt will continue with intensity in

the next year
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Development of road connectivity and strengthening of other
infrastructure are important priorities of my Government. Major
* improvement of 184 Kms. of road and rehabilitation of 300 Kms.
of road are undertaken under Worid Bank Project and the Project 1s
expected to be completed by the end of 2007. Aizawl-Reick and
Rawpl.l.ichhip-Buarpui Roads. have been taken up and are in the final
stage of completion. Hnahthial-Tarpho Road (32 Kms.), Tumtukawn-
Tarpho road (25 Kms.) and Lawipu-Tlawng Road (3 Kms.) are

““taken up during this year and will be continued next year. Under

- PMGSY, 844 Kms. of rural roads have been taken up for providing
better conmmectivity to villages. NEC has recently approved
construction of six more roads covering 197 Kms. with an outlay of
Rs. 19,008.00 lakhs and works have aiready been started. The
Ministty of Road transport” has recently sanctioned funds for
improvement of Reiek to West Lungdar road, Rengtekawn to
National Highway 54 and Tuidam-Zamuang-Kanhmun road under
their Scheme of Roads of Economic Importance. DONER has also
sanctioned five road schemes and four bridges at the cost of Rs.
5:660.00 lakhs and works on all these schemes have started. In

1220990052006, maintenance of core State road network and improvemnet

18,

of ¢ity and town roads will be taken up. Construction. of Mizoram
House at Vasant Vihar, New Deihi. Mizoram Legislative Assembly
annexe building al Aizawl, Speaker’s Bungalow and ‘Mizoram
extension at Guwahati are in progress and will be completed next
vear. Construction of Finance Department building and PWD staff
quarters has been compleied dunng {his year. Consiruclion.,of Excise
Commissioner office building at Aizawl will be taken up during

2005-2006. Provision is_ also made for construction of Divisional
staff quarters at Lawngtlai in the next year.

My Government has made relentless  effort  towards
improvement of power supply in the State. Under the Non Lapsable
Central Pool of Resources, ‘improvement of Sub-Station and
Distribution Network within Aizaw!l and Lunglei have been taken up
and will be completed next year. Heavy Furnace Oil generating
plant at Bairabi has been completed and construction of 132 KV
Line from Bairabi to Bawktlang for evacuation of power is in
progress. Under NEC Scheme, construction of Sub-Station at
Darlawn is nearing completion. Construction of ‘Single Circuit 132
KV line between 132 KV Sub-Station Aizawl to Zuangtui Sub-
Station will be executed by Powergrid Corporation of India.
Construction of 132 KV Line between Saitual to Darlawn (66 Kms),
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and Khawzawl to Lungdar East (50 Kms) and Khawzawl to Ngopa
(70 Kms) are expected to be completed within 2005. 75 percent of
the wnrks on upgradation of Fxtra High Voltage Sub-Station at

Saitual has been: compieted. Under Accelerated Power Development
and Rcform Programme, 100 percent mctering is completed resulting
in better power management and higher revenue collection.
Augmentation of both upper and lower Champhai Sub-Stations is
nearing completion. Works on Maicham Small Hydro Project (500
KW ) will continue during 2005-2006. Reformation works on five
existing and new power sysiems wiil be taken up under Acceleraied
Power Development and Reform Programme during the year 2005-
2006. Under NFC. funded schemes, construction of Sub-Stations ‘at
Hnahilan and Aazawl wﬂl continue. '

My Government atta@hes ‘a high priority to providing adequate safe
drinking “water and .appropriate sanitation facilities to educational
Institutions 'and habitations. Out of 1,300 Government schools in
rural areas, 396 scheols have been made to construct a number of

latrines for BPL families in all the Districts of Mizoram.. Necessary =

pmvmuns have already been made to cover all the BPL fuﬂllﬂ?b,’

of Mamit and Sajha under this prog famnw Provisions are also™
made for prowdmg 120 Hancl -pumps 1n’ water scarcity areas and

for rcvwal of 278 ermuondl sources “of wailer. The Appg;qrgwd "
Urban Water Supply Drogrammes (AUWSP) have been implemented
at Hnahthzal, Zawlnuam, Darlawn._ Vairengte, - Sairang, Thenzawl,
Saitual and Lengpui. My Government has already compleied works
under the Greater Water Supply Scheme for Aizawl Phase 1,
Tunglei, Kolasib, Serchhip and Saiha Similar schemes of N. Kawnpui,
Aizawl Phase 11, Champhai and Mamit are also in good progress.

My Government is committed - towards the pursuit of
excellence in higher and technical education. For the first time, the
State Level Eligibility Test was conducted at Aizawl in 2004.
During 2004-2()1):;3 229 students were selected to undergo studies in
VAI1ous Engineering Medical and Allied Courses ouiside Mizoram
The Aizawl Law College and Liandingpuia Law Collecge werc
amalgamated and renamed as the Mizoram Law College in Ju uly
2004. Under the Technical J:,ducanon Project funded by world Bank,
construction -of Women DPolytechnic Building at Durtl tlang and the
Mizoram Polytechnic at Lunglei have made good progress. For
compietion of this Technical Educaiion Prolect, d provision of Rs.
1,100.00 lakhs is made for the year 2005-2006. In order to improve

-
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(e!! have been mnqﬁmfed
Equal »mphaais is “also given to School Vducatmn thhc; '
importance .is also given to teacher’s .education and training. The
Government of India has sanctioned a total expenditure of Rs.
381.00 lakhs'for maintenance of 3350 Hindi teachers during 2004-
2005. Introduction of Hindi- education in Primary Schools of
Mizoram is also being proposed. Under Sarva Shiksa Abhiyan, the
total budget approved for the year 2004-2005 is Rs.4,670.00 lakhs,
out of which, 50% of the central share has already been received
‘and- is being utilized for various interventions. The Department has
also received Rs. 225.00 lakhs for..construction of main buildings
and quarters for establishment of Telescopic District Institute of
Education and Training (DIET). Under this programme, mini DIETs
are uider construction at Kolasib, Champhai, Serchhip, Mamit,
Lawngtlai and Saiha districts. During the year 2004-2005, the Pre-
Matric Merit Scholarship was disbursed to students of 189 High

Schools and 392 Middle Schools., Pie-xviatﬂc Special  scholarship
- was also disburced to' 15,532 smde:ms of ngh Schools and Middle
- Schools. The Department also -continues to provide' scholarships to
 the. the. siudents studying “in Sainik school at Imphal, RIMC ai

‘Dehradun and Banasthali at Jaipur. For the financial year 2005-

2006, the School Education Department has earmarked an outlay of
. Rs.6,536.00 lakhs for Elemeniary Education, Secondary. Education.
.. Adult Education and Language Development. The départment has

also received a grant of Rs.645.00 lakhs under: PMGY for

implementation of Mid-day-Meal programme in schools of Mizoram.

My Government is:.committed to provide better healthcare
facilities o the people of the State. Construction and other activities
for upgradation of Primary Health Centres of Thingsulthliah and
Lengpui into 30 bedded. Commumty Hcalth_ Centres under PMGY
(ACA) are in good progress. Reconstruction works of Primary

fcalth Centre buil ding at Phuldungsci arc progressing well and will

be completed in the next vear Repan' of several buildings and

quarters of the Health Department, ure tiken up during this year in
the interior and remote’ places, within Mizoram Upgradation of
Khawbung Primary Health Centre into 30 bedded Community Health

 Centre, construction of Community Health Centre building at

Khawzawl, Primary Health Centre buildings Bungtlang ‘S’ and
Haulawng, completion of construction of Primary Health Centre
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.at Phuldungsei and repair of Departmental buildings and
at different Health instintions will be taken during the

next year. Upgradation of hospitais at Champhai, Serchhip, Saiha
and Kolasib to 100 bedded capacity and upgradation of hospitals at
Mamit and Lawngtlai into 50 bedded capacity, reconstruction of
Mortuary building at Aizawl Civil Hospital, establishment of Cancer
Hospital at Aizawl and construction of Nursing School and Hostel
at Aizawl will also be taken up. |

My Government has ensured continuous availability of food
and essential commadities thronghont the State. The Department of
Food, Civil supplies and Consumer affairs has achieved its target of
stocking sufficient foodstuil in identified Supply Centers located in
the remote areas which usually remain inaccessible during the
monsoon season. Steps have alreadv been taken for advance
monsoon stocking for the year 2005-2006. With the pro-active role
played by the Department, 52,650 families have benefited under
BPL Scheme and 2.583 destitute senior citizens above 63 vears of
age have been provided free rice at the scale of 10 kilograms per
month. This vear, reconstruction of 31 supply godowns and repair
of 28 others are undertaken under BAFFACOS to meet the threats
of Mauiam. The Legal Meirology Wing of the Depariment continues
to render its service for protection of interests of consumers of’ the
State. An effective ‘lask Force’ constituted recently by the
Deparimeni has relenilessly pursued the lask of verification and
checking of LPG cylinders, petrol and cement vendors for ensuring
the health of the consumer market. |

The Land Revenue and Settlement Department has covered 28
villages under Cadastral Survey during 2004-2005. 14 more villages
and towns will be covered during 2005-2006. The Department has
issued proper land documents to 13,940 landholders during this
vear. An area of 1,451 square kilometres was covered under Aerial
Cadastral Survey. Ten RD Blocks were covered under Summary
Survey during 2004-2005. 20,000 hcctarcs of land arc also being
covered for Survey for bamboo plantation under BAFF ACOS. The

~

above schemes will continue during the year 2005-2006.
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- several programmes: for the moral, mental and ‘physical uplifiment o

 women and children, the aged and the disabled. The Department
_ also maintains correctional institutions in the field of social defense

.15 -

et

The boual “Welfare Depariment has  been impiementing

and also provide supports to voluntary orgamzanons Important and
notable achievem:nt during the vear includes “passing of the

Mizoram State Commission for Women Bill;- 2004 by the State

Legislative * Assembly. The Women . ,empowerment Programme has
received a new boost by the implementation of the Centrally
Sponsored ‘Swayamsidha’ Scheme. Under this Scheme, Thingdawl,
Lunglei and Tlangnuam RD DBlocks have been selected for

i implementation of the programme for socio-economic upliftment of
women. Under-Article 275(1) of the Constitution for development of
‘tribal regions, Rs. 264.00 lakhs was sanctioned by Central

Government for ~'execution of infrastructural development of rural

,areas in Mizoram. During the current year, funds for construction of
_additional 220 Anganwadi Centres undc,r ICDS have been received.

Wxthm a verv short span. the Tourism Department . has

: uumpieted and commissioned 116 Tourist Lodges, 4 Highway

Restaurants and Tourist Cottages in various places within Mizoram.
During the year 2004-2005, - the Department has constructed the
adjaceni  Tourist Lodge at Chalilang, Tourist Lodge ai Mami,
Tourist Lodge at Saipum and Viewing Gallery at Durtlang. Twelve
new projects were sanctioned bv Government of India for Tourist
Lodges in Zokhawthar, Sakawrdai, Khamrang, Hmuifang, Saichho,
Kanhmun, Tlabung, Tourist Reception Centre at Berawtlang, eco-
Tourism at Reiek, Destination Development and Tourist Circuit.
These measures taken by the Tourism Department have contributed
subsmntxally towards strengthening our infrastructure for tourism.
With a view..to promote culture and traditional songs, the

~-Department successfully organised Thaifavang Kut in the month of
< November, 2004 at Lunglei and Chapchar Kut in the month of
©* March, 2005 at Aizawl. The Department has also laid emphasis on
development of manpower for the Tourism sector. Apart from
: ocndmg students annually. to B.Sc. Dcgreec Coursc and Certificate
~Course in Hotel management, the DDepartment, in collaboration with

the NEC and the Institute of Tourism and Future Management

Trends, Chandigarh, has sent 250 students to undergo three months

Certificate Course on Service Industry Management Training at
Chandigarh.

.. 16/-
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It i1s the endeavour of my Government ic promote ihe
traditional art and culture of the people of this State. The Institut
of Music and Fine Arts (IMFA¥ imparted Mobile Training in
traditional Dance covering over on¢ thousand young boys and girls

uring 2004-2005. Thc Institutc also conducted two scssions of
Certificate Course . Traditional Dances and Modern Music, in
which 75 students auwc&.afullv completed the. course. Sponsored by
North East Zonc Cultural Centre, National Council of Exchange
Programme and Sangeet Natak Akademi, 127 voung bhoys and girls
participated in the Cultural Exchange Programmes outbldc the State.
1'\Smbmu\.«c has ‘been given to 410 Rural Libraries in the form of
hooks and furnitures. The Indian Museuin, Kolkata has also taken
up the works of development of District Museum at Saikuti Hall,
Lunglei. It is a matter of great pride-that 35 members of Mizoram
Cultural Troupe could successfully participate in the Military “Tattoo
2004 ‘at Edinburgh. During 2003-2006 Cultural Meets, Seminar-

Cum-Worl nSﬂOp on Cultural  Heritage Protection at District

beudq.z rters, “National Book Week-Cum-Fair, National = Archives
- Museum Week State Level Painting Competition for School
Chﬁdicu State  Lovel Song Compciition, Statc and District Level
~drama Competition, Library Seminar, Cultural Dance Competition
for YMA w1ll be taken up. ST

'Re'f"og: ising ‘the inherent potentlals of the yo"fh of Mizoram,
my Government continues to actively support and promote sports

~and youth activities. During 2004-2005, the Depariment of Sports

and Youth Services has started construction of State Level Sports
Complex at Aizawl and District ' Sports. Complex at Tunglei,

- mwngﬂan Champhai, Serchmp “Mamit . and Kolasib with the

_estimated cost of Rs. 1,528.35 lakhs: The construction works of
Outdoor Stadium  at Dungtlang “Ramhlun Sports Complex and
Ramhiun Indoor ‘Stadium are “in good progress. Construction of
Women Sports Hostel at Thenzawl is completed. Our sports persons
continue to earn laurels in various national and international evens.

.., Jenny Lalremliani and JHrokhu had won Gold Medais at the

National Scnior Women Boxing Championship, 2004 held at Kollam

and the All India Chandiwala Boxing Championship, 2005 at New
Delhi respectively. It is a matier of immense pride that Mizoram
has won 12 Gold, 10 silver and 5 Bronze medals at various
national level events during the current year.

17/
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, My &0
movemyn. takes L
continued to provide as:

jeon o see that co-operative
& Jwte. The Department has
ceviyood fitms in the form of
manageriai subsidv and vangmri suneidy as well as in the form of

‘raw matcrials and fescing matericls. Iinancial Assistance under

Macro—Manaoement (CSS) is also provided to primarv societies. The
‘Department has started Coopcratlvc Training courses at the Junior

Cooper: ative Training Centre at Luangmu al. The Department has
successtully distributed petroleum produe ,hrm..ghou‘r the length and

brcad h of szora’n

It is the continning endeavonr of my Government to mobilize
higher revenue for the “tate’s Exchequer. The Taxation Department
has collected a tax revenue of Rs. 2,734.35 lakhs (upto 31"
Tanua.r‘r,?.OOS) during 20042005 as against’ its target of Rs. 2,385.00
~lakhs. My Government has taken steps towards introduction of
Value Added Tax in line with the policy decision taken at the
Na’nona‘ level. The VAT Bill will be introduced in this Assembly
Sessmn In order to efficiently manage the new VAT ‘regime, the
process of compuicrization 15 started. and is bemg comploted within
2004-2005. Steps are also being taken' towards introduction of Entry
‘Tax on Lodging Houaes and other taxes on "luxuries. These
measures will enaple my Government o mop up additional revenue
of Rs, 500.00 lakhs annually.
The Institutional Finance and Small savings and Mizoram State
Lotteries have been amaigamated into one fuil-fledged major
Department and renamed as Small savings and State Lottery
Department. This will reduce administrative cost. The State
Lottenes has surpassed its revenue target by coilecting Rs.754.00
akhs during 2004-2005. The Iastitutional Finance and Small
Savings is also peised to achieve a target of Rs. ’2,cnl|ect1nn during
2004-2003 '

In our continved endeavour towards capacity building,

. construction of a new Administrative Training . Institute (ATI) at a

o

cost of Rs. 890.00 ' lakhs has already starled “in the new Capilal

. Complex. This project will be completed within 2005-2006. The
Planning Commission has also approved a sum of Rs.300.00 lakhs
. for 2005-2006 o iniensify our efforls in (his direction.

.. 18/-
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as already been appoinied by the Government for
imparting a large-scale training to Government employees and NGOs

saster Management under the funds provided by the United
Nations Develoy pmcm Programme.

~ The Labour and Emplovment Departmem has completed
oonstrucnon of buiidings for new Industnal Training Instﬂutcs (ITT)
at Ld‘igmx iiﬁ(f S&nm udung 200_*;3(\05 Construction of baildmgs in
the existing I'l? at Arawl is nearing completion. Fstablishment of
new ITI at Chararhai and Women ITI at Aizawi wiil be taken up
during 2005:2006. Ten trades already running in the exxstmg ITT at
Aizawl will also be introduced in Lunglei and Saiha it is during

ep..f'tmmt of Accounts and Treasuries } d settled 2,159
Pension and othcr Retirement Benefits, 1.244 cases. of .
final payn rt,_m General Provident Fund and 223 cases of Deposit-
Li Lked Insx.rsn,e bes 1des auditing the accounts of Government
@mces ‘and Local Bodies. With the help of three faculty members
from- the Institute of Government Accounts and Fmauw. Ministry of
F;nuncﬂ Government of India, a2 seminar “Modernisation of
Treasuries/Receipt and Payment Accounting svstem was held for all
membcrs of "Mizoram Finance and Accounis Service and Treaaury |
Officers on 2" n *0 4™ June, 2004. »

fr:l t:J

The nenaffmenf of Informatmn and Public Relations continues
its work of dissemination of developmentai activiies of the

Government through news bulletin and press releases. The ongoing
construction ‘'of IPRO Office at Lunglet is expected to bP completed

during this financial vear. Several Workshops Seminars, Book
Exhibition dnd Rr:u'esher Courses were, conducted during the year.

Tribal representatives were sent to witness. Republic day Celebration,

2005 at New Deihi. Rihdil and Aizawl Darshans were conducted [or

voluntary organisations in several batches during the year. £ A thirty-
minutes documentary film on the achievements under BADP was
produced and released. During 2003-2006 the Department intends to
carry out improvement of its Auditorium, Conference Hall and ihe
directorate building. O"ﬁcc" .q uarters will be constructed at Mamit.
My Government proposes io upgrade the various lablhllt:b al
Lengpui Airport ..uough various Projects and Schemes to be taken
‘up during 2003-2000 To facilitate safe- operation of the %cheduled

19/—
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flights even under adverse weather conditions, actions for
establishment ‘of Meteorological Observatory | and installation of
Instrument Landing Svstem have been initiated and implementation
is expected during 2005-2006. In - order to ‘upgrade the existing

Navigational Aids, additional Doppler Very High Frequency Omni

Directional Range is- proposed to he installed at Neihbawih Peak
and the Projeci s ikely io be implemented during 2005-2006. In

order to upgrade *ie Refuelling capability at Lengpui Airport, higher
capacity Refuellinz Bowzers will be purchased. Additionally, two

Siorage Tanks of 200 kilolitres capacity are proposed to be
installed to ensure uninterrupted refuelling.

I\{I‘\{f,,Goikerriment had risen well to deal with the damages

caused by the devastating monsoon -of last year. Immediate relief
_was provided by distributing- 5,000 bundles. of GCl sheets and
115,200 siipaulins to the victims. Reconstruction of damages caused

by landslides and other natural calamities were carried ~out
effectively with the financial support of Rs.1,329.00 lakhs provided

. by the Central Government. For disaster preparedness  and
_itigation; the Statc Steering Conumittee for Disaster Management

has been constituted and Committee for the same purpose at district,
block and village levels were aiso formed. . The Relief and
Rehabilitation Department continue fo provide awareness and training
to various functionaries of the Government and the NGOs under the
mandates of the United Nations Development Programme. 572 MNF
Returnees were also provided with additional housing assistance.

My Government is fullv aware of its constitutional
responsibilities towards the people - residing in the autonomous
districts. This year has exhibited a visible stability in the
administration of these areas. While allocations to the three District
Councils during the current financial year have been substantially
increased, my Government is = also determined to launch and
speathead core devefopmental projects during the next financial year.
The State Government will continue to support the three District
Councils for achieving scif-sufficicncy in food production. Attempt
will also be made t6 agsist the District Councils under the centrally
sponsored scheme for “cofistruction of District Council Courts and
quarter for Judicial Officers of these Councils. Proposal for training
the educated unemploved youth ot the District Council areas have
been submitted to the Central Government for financial support.

sen 201/‘




42.

- officials

- 20 -

My Government has taken ail possible ‘steps to take maximum
advantage of international trade with our neighbouring countries for
mutual economic benefits. Second Border Trade Pomnt between India

L]

‘and Myanmar at Zokhawthar was inaugurated in 2004. Development

of another Border -Trade Centre at Kawrpuichhuah in Lunglei

District is in progress. Utmost etforts .are also made bv the State

Government and ihe Government of India to develop roadlinks and
water connectivity with our neighbouring countries.

Creation of infrastruciure for marketing agricuitural products of
The State has boen given due importance by the Trade and
Commerce Department. Construction of six Wholesale. ;Markets and
forty-four Rural Primary Markets has already been completed and

" sanction for construction of additional four Wholesale Markets and
- additional thirty-four Rural Primary Markets has also been taken up.

This market infrastructure has provided employment to many people,
1

-~ particularly to' women and the weaker sections of the society.

" The Department of Printing and Stationerv has continued to

upgrade its  capacities by inducting new  cquipments  and
machineries. During the current year, an Image Setter for facilitating

better colour printing has been acquired. A new offset machine with
numbering ‘uniis will replace its ouidated Letier Dress in the nexi

0
year.

During ihe year 2004-2005, Iniensive Revision of Electoral
Rolls with reference to Ist January 2005 as qualifying date, has
been conducted and is going on smoothly as per cuidelines issued
by election Commission of India.

ot

Tt is a matter of great satisfaction that my Government has
continued o receive, - as ever, the unstinted support of the
Government of India-in all our peace initiatives and development
endeavours. . The interest evinced by the prevailing development
environments of the State in’ the minds of Ceniral authorities indeed

has been' highly cncouraging. The recent visit of the Union Minister
Y

‘of DONER, immediately followed by the visit of the Union

Minister of Home Affairs, ‘and the spate of visits by other high
of the Government of India have been highly fruitful and
reassuring. Such visits have also tacilitated faster clearance of our

project ‘proporais for peace and deveiopment of Mizoram.
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1 take this opportunidy to extend hearifelt gratitude 1o the
people of Mizoratm, the Religious Institutions and the NGOs for
their - continued support 1o peace and development initiatives and
other éndeavours of my Governiment. 1 also express. gratitude to the
Central - para-military forees and other Central agencics bascd in

- Mizoram for their conitributions o maintenance of peace and for
sirengthening  the initiatives of my Government in realizing its

ultimate objective of ushering Mizoram into a peageful and a

- prosperous State.

In the end, I would once again like to inform this august

House and throngh you, to the people of Mizoram that my
Government has made sufficient advanced preparation 10 meet any
eventuality arising out of the impending Mautam. The last Mautam

_in the year 1959 hroveht untold miseries to the people of Mizoram.

But this time, 1 want to inform the people of Mizoram that my
Government is fully cquipped to handle any eventuality.

.1 am confident that your deliberations during the course of
this Session will have far reaching results - in bringing about

prosperity to all the sections of the people of Mizoram.

1 wish your deliberations a resounding success.

Thank you

Jai Hind

... 22/-




