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PROCEEDING OF THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE FOURTH MIZORAM
STATE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ON 21ST MARCH, 2000.

THIRD SITTING ON TUESDAY, THE 21ST MARCH, 20Q0.
(Time : 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM AND 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM)

PRESENT

PU R.LALAWIA, Speaker at the Chair, Chief Minister,
Deputy Speaker, 14 Ministers and 38 Members were present. .

PRESENTATION OF BUDGET

PU ZORAMIHANGA to present to the House -

' (ig Annual Budget for 2000 - 2001
gii Vote on Accounts. ‘
iii) Supplementary Demands for Grants for
1999-2000, and Allied:Papers.

SPEAKER : Rorelnaah chuan fello takin
: in rel tur.ani lo; miretheil
i thlei tur ani lova, mi thil-
tithei i zah chuang tur ani
lova, fel takin i thenawm ro i relsak tur ani.
(Leviticus 19:15)

Vawiina List of Business ah
kan kal nghal anga, kan House Leader Pu Zoramthanga Chief
Minister, Finance changtu kan sawm dawn ang a; Annual
Budget for 2000-2001, Vote on Accounts leh Supplementary
Demands for Grants for 1999 - 2000 leh tul dangte House-—
ah present turin i lo sawm ang.
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PU’ZORAMTHANGA Mr Speaker Sir, may I, with
CHIEF MINISTER your -permission, rise to
present: before this august
House the Supplementary
Demands for 1995 -2000 and the Budget Estimates for
2000 - 2001.

2. ' ‘I hope the Honourable
‘Members are aware that the priorities of this Govern-
ment are achieving self sufficiency in food, accele-
rating develeopment activities to reduce the dependence
~on the Centre, creating opportunities for income gene-
ration, providing lasting solution to the problems on
the social front and promotion of trade and commerce.
The Honourable Members of this august House will be

- aware that the Government machineries at all levels

to achieve 'these objectives.

: Due to non finallsatlon

of the Anlual Plan allocation by the Planning
. Commission, I am-constraint to retain the level

of the Annual Plan size of 1999 - 2000 for the
~year 2000 - 20071 .in the Budget I am presenting
now. Unlike the precedlng yvears, this: Budget se=
ssion will continue till middle of April 2000

to enable Honourable Members tc have ample time

to study and.discuss the budget in detail. There-
fore, I am to seek "Vote on Account" for April, ,
200N the first month of 2000 ~ 2001 for facilitaw- .
ting financial transaction of the Govermment: de-
partments till full budget for the year 2000 =
2001 is considered and aprroved by this august
House. It is expected that the size of the Annual
Plan for the year 2000 - 2001, when finalised by
the Planning Comm1551on, would be bigger than the
one presented now and revision of the quantum of
fund, if any, would again be brought before this
august House at the appfoprlate tlme for obtaining
Supplementary Granss. N :
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4, I feel it appropriate to share with you the finan-

cial burden shouldered by the Government throughout this :
year. According to the records of the Reserve Bank of India,
the current financial year of 1989 - 2000 was opened with

a deficit of Rs.145.44 crores. This deficit is the result of
accumulated deficit ._since the elevation of Mizoram into -
Statehood in 1987. Despite the efforts of the Government

to narrow down the deficit, the gap has widened as a re-
sult of revision of pay and pension of the Government em—
ployees and salaries and other entitlements of the Honour-
able Members of the Legislative Assembly during the current
financial year involving additional expenditure of not less
than Rs. 10 crores every month. In absence of specific ad-
ditional expenditure, the State Government is compelled to
exert its efforts to reduce non-developmental expenditure
and at the same time mobilise additional resources to the
extent of resorting to unavoidable measures like reintro-
duction of Sales Tax on selected goods, upward revision

of user charges like water and power tarriffs and bus fares.

De I would like to apprise this august House that
the Central Government authorities have been approaghed
time and again to evolve solution to our financial prob-
lems. They have fully appreciated our problems. It is a
matter of satisfaction that unlike previous years, we have
been able to manage the State finances without suspension
of payments by the Reserve Bank of India till today. 1
have already informed this august House in my last budget
speech about the constitution of a Group of Officers to
review the financial problems of Mizoram by the Ministry
of Finance, Government of India., The recommendations of -
the Group of Officers have been accepted by the_GQVernment
of Ihdia as annouriced by the Honourable Prime Minister du—
ring his Conference with Governors and Chief Ministers of ..
the North Eastern States and Sikkim on 21st and 22nd Jan-
vary, 2000 at Shillong. ‘ _ )

6. ~ Honourable Members are aware that Mizoram has a -
fair share of the Prime Minister's announcement for va-
rious initiatives for Social and Economic Develqpmept of-
the North East Region and Sikkim. Amongst such initiatives,
the most unique is an award of "Peace Bonus" which has ne-
ver been khown so far in the country. This Peace Bonus 1S
awarded with a view to encourage the people of Mizoram who
have opted for peaceful economic development. This 1s the
philosophy behind the acceptance of the recommendation of
the Committee. This award contains allotment of Rs. 180
crores to tide over the financial problems of the State
and also Rs. 50 crores every year from the Non-lapsable
Pool of Central Resources for five years for specific in-
frastructural development projects in Mizoram. Besides
this Peace Bonus, other deviélopmental initiatives like
Establishment of Central University in Mizoram for which

a sum of Rs. 25 crores will be spent for development of
infrastuture, raising one more India Reserve Battalion with
an estimated expenditure of Rs. 15 crores for three years,
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Development of Border township at Zokhawthar in Myanmar
Border with an estimated cost of Rs. 5 crores, Interna-
tional Border Fencing, development of Information Techno-
logy and Technology Mission for Harticulture by which Mi-
zoram will largely be benefitted have also been announced
by the Prime Minister.

7o For all these socio—economic development initia—
tives, I would like to put on records my sincere gratitude
to the Honocurable Prime Minister. '

8. I am happy to inform this august House that a
number of projects have also been considered and recommended
by ¥he Government of India to be funded from the Non-laps-—
able Poul of Central Rescu rces during the current financial
year 1999 - 2000. Among them, new projects like Mobilisation
and Development of Feed and Fodder resources, Integrated
Plggery Development Project, Bamboo Processing Industries,
gstablishment of Fish Seed Farms at Zawlnuam, Zobawk, Leng-
pul, Phura, Marketing facilities and marketing of Tung

seeds and oils of Mizoram, Minor Irrigation Schemes, North
Eastern Hill University and Basic minimum Service are being
taken up. Apart from these projects, ongoing projects 1like
State Referral Hospital Projects and Aizawl Water Supply
Scheme Phase - II will also be continued. All these will
account for Rs. 62.24 crores. Besides, an additional amount
of Rs. 4 crores for Basic Minimum Services have been granted
under Prime Minister's Package for Mizoram and also addi-
tional amount of Rs. 15 crores for Social Housing S¢hemes
have been allotted to us as negotiated loan from Life In-
surance Corporation. This additional allotment for Social
Housing Scheme will go 2 long way in meeting the require-—
ments of the Government employees and the public in the
housing sector.

Se. I may also enlighten the Honourable Members that
many of our other proposals are under active considerations
of the Planning Commission for clearance within the remain-—
ing period of the current financial year. Among such propo-=
sals, Champhai Water Supply Scheme, State Capital Project
and Rehabilitation of Drainage System in Aizawl are in the
pipeline for release of sanctions.

10. I may now give a very brief account of some Of
the performances and tentative programmes of the depart-—
ments which may undergo some changes whem the Annual Plan
size for 2000 - 2001 is received from the Planning Com-
mission.

(i) Agriculture Department : To achieve self-
sufficiency in food, the Department has taken up a prog=-
ramme Of land development to create 395 hectares of Wet
Rice Cultivation at varicus locations. To increase Ccrop
production with high yielding variety of rice, 9 Minor
Irrigation Projects with a command area of 465 hectares
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have been completed. lMew aethod of farming with "pit sys-—
tem" is introduced te transform the system of destructive
shifting cultivation Into permanent cultivation. 20 Minor
Irrigation Projects are being implemented with the loan
assistance from National Bank for Agriculturs and Rural
Developument (NABARD) and ancther 10 projects under Acce-
lerated Irrigation Benefit Progemme.

During 2000 - 2001, mechanisation and privati-
sation will be given »nriurity under land develoupment. It
is targetted to reclaim 300 hectares by mechanisation and
additional 200 hectares manually. Cultivation of cash crops
like sugarcane, cotton and jute are to be given importance.
It is proposed to distribute Tractors and Power Tillers at
subsidised rate to the farmers.

(ii) Horticulture Department : An area of 655 hec-—
tares are covered under different Horticulture crops like
Orange, Passion fruit, Banana, Ginger, Turmeric, Arecanut
and sunflower. 100 numbers of farmers are given roofing
materials free of cost for water harvesting.

During 2000 - 2001, emphasis will be given 0¢n
area expansion and procurement of good quality planting
materials of fruit crops of high market value like Passion
fruit, Orange and Banana. It is proposed to construct 100
km link roads in rural areas to connect the orchard and
-garden with main roads and villages.

(iii) Power & Electricity Department : The notable
achievement during the current financial year is the com-—
missioning of 3 MW Teirei small Hydel Project. It is also
expected that 3 MW Tuipang lui and 3 MW Kau Tlabung pro-
jects will be commissioned shortly. Construction of 132
KV transmission lines covering Saitual to Derlawn, Khaw-
zawl to Ngopa, Khawzawl to Lunglei and Lawngtlai to Tui-
pang Lui are in gooud preogress. During 2000 - 2001, the
projects like 20 MW Heavy furnace oil Thermal Project at.
Bairabi, 12 MW Serlui 'B! Hydro Electric Project, 3MW Mai-
cham Small Hydel Project and 0.5 MW Lamsial Micro Hydel
‘Electrict Project are propased tc be taken up.

Besides, renovation and modernazation of Hydel
Generation Stations at Serlui 'A', Khawiva, Tuirivang
and Tuipul and Diesel Generation Stations at Luangmual,
Lunglei, Champhai and Serchhip will be taken upe.

The capacity of transformation stations at
Zuangtul and Luangmual will a2iso be augmented from 18.5
Mega Volt Ampere (MVA) =2nd 12.5 MVA to 25 MVA in both
the cases. Rural Electrification and Distribution Net-
work in the Stote wili 21so be improved during the yeare.

‘ Central Water Commission (CWC) has already
handed ov.r the Detailed Project Report (DPR) of Kolodyne
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Phase — I with a capacity o7 120 MW on 22nd . February 2000.
Submission of DPR in rcsnsect of Bairabi Hydel Pvugect with
a capacity of &0 ! brs Rianmapucra Board is expected very
shortly. Investi *at¢u1° works are in progress in respect

of Kolodyne Phase - T1 (430 M), Tuivawl (48MW) and Tuirini
(60 MW) and the DoRs are LYpLCte1 from CWC within 2001,

(iv) Industry Megfr+mont : Under the scheme of de-
velopment of Tea Industry, 144 hectares of land have co-
vered for tea pluntgtlor. 325 tea growing families a2t Bia-
te have been selected by the Department for scientific ma-
nagement of their tea gardens. In the field of Information
and Technology . the Department has taken initiatives to keep
pace with emerging new technologies and ‘bring the State at
par w¢th more advanced States. Under Mines and Minerals
Wing , Hydro-Geological Investigation in 5 villages and
drilling of 13 tupe wells have b&én completed and various
important rock samples were also collected.

During 2000 = 2001, establishment of Industrial
Growth Centre at Luangmual and setting up of Export Pro-
motion Industrial Park will be vigorously pursued. Nece-
_Ssary steps are being taken for setting up of Bamboo based
industries where locally available raw materials can be
utilised, Investlgatlon, assessment of minor minerals, geo-

technical ground water and hydro—geologlcal investigation
will be taken Upe :

(v) Public Heslth Engincering Department : During the
current year, 8b6-habitations have been provided with drinking
water under Rural wWater Supply Scheme. Under Urban Water
Supply Programme, Greater Saiha Water Supply Scheme has been
completed and the words for implementation of Greater Alzawl
Weter Supply - II under Integrated Project of Aizawl has
been started. Under Accelerated Urban Water Supply Programme
Hnahthial ané Zawlnuam Water Supply Projects have been com—
pleted and the Programmes at Saitual, Sairang and Inrlawn

are also in progress,

In the next financial year of 2000 = 2001, it
is proposed to take up the Water Supply Schemes at Mamlt
Tlabung, Lawngtlai, Kawnpui and Hnahthial as well as Com—
posite Water Supoly Scheme at Biate under Urban Water Sup-—
ply Programme. It is also proposed to take up Greater
Champhal ‘Water Supply Scheme under Non-lapsable Pool of
Central Resources.

(vi) Health & Family udelfare Department : Con~-
struction of 30 bedded Communi.ty Health Centre (CHC)
each at Sakawrdai and Scitual have been completed and
construction of :CHC buildings at Vairengte and Mamit
are also nearing completion. Construction of 9 Primary
Health Centres ?PHC) are taken up, of which 5 have been
compTetcd and remaining 4 are in gooud progress. Paying
abin having 16 rooms at Alzawl Civil Hospltul is also

.'..121""/_



- 124 -

completed. The constuction works of 200 bedded hospital at
Lunglel and 50 bedded hospital at Serchhip are also in
good progress., Construction of Reférral Hospital at Fal-
kawn under Non-lapsable Pool of Central Rescurces is also
bing started, ‘

During the next financizl year of 2000-01, con-
struction of Referral Hospital at Falkawn and Hospital at
Lunglei and Serchhip will be continued. It is also pro-—
posed to construct Out Patient Department Building at Cham-
phai and Maternity Centre at ITI veng, Aizawl. Introduction
of innovative schemes under various Health programmes will
be one of the thrust areas of the Department during the
year ®

(Yii) Public Works Department ¢ During the current
financial year, the Department has completed formation
cutting of 116.17 km under various road development schemes.
Improvement and widening of 61.20 km have balso been comp=
pleted. The Department has also completed construction

of 5 Bailey bridges and other 4 bridges across various
rivers within the State. As many as 15 important buildings
including a&ditional Secretariat Building at Aizawl, Mi-
zPram House at Vellore have also been completed.

During the next financial year 2000-2001, a number
of on~going works like +fuditorium at Adzawl, Saikuti Hall,
€ivil Hospital and D.C Complex at Lunglei will be continued.
/Construction of Girder bridges at Tuivai, Tlawng and Tui-
chang rivers will be taken up. It is also proposed to con-
struct a bridge to connect Chawngte 'L!, Chawngte 'C! and
Chawngte 'P'. Road construction works of Aizawl =~ Reiek -
W.Lungdar (40 Km) and Rawpuichhip -~ Buarpui (90 km) sanc-

- tioned under NABARD Loan will be continued. Government of
India hanced over 2 New National Highway of NH 44 — A
(Sairang — Mamit -~ Manu Road) and NH 150 (Seling — Tipai~-
muk - Kchima Road) to the Mizoram PWD and the works are in
progress. Upgradation and improvement works of Aizawl -
Thenzawl - Lunglei and Bairabi = Zamuang roads to Nation-
al Highway Standard under World Bank assistance are also
contemplated. Development of roads and buildings within
Assam Rifles area will also continue. '

(vii) Food & Civil Supplies Department : During the
current financial year of 1999 - 2000 selection of site
for LPG bottling Plant at Mualkhang have been finalised
and Indian 0il Corporation (Assam Oil Division) is ex—
pected to start the work shortly. The Department also
completed construction of 5 Godowns, 49 quarters and
purchased 4 digital weighbridges for installation in 4
nain zodowns.

In the next financial year of 2000-2001, it is
pr0po§ed to construct 3 Godowns at Kanghmun, Kawnpui and
Vaphai and also 16 Staff quarters in various localities.
15 offices for Area Inspector of Supply are also proposed
to be constructed.
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(ix) Social Welfare Department : During 1999 - 2000,
the Department has given financial assistance to 750 handi-
capped persons, 6792 old aged pensioners, 650 destitute
women ‘and 600 voluntary organisation. Under Nutrition Prog-
ramme, 2,47,506 beneficiaries are maintained and midday
meal are given to 1,17,237 school going children under Sup-—
plementary Nutrition Programme. The Mizoram Social Defence
and Rehabilition Board has been set up to tackle the social
problems,

In the year 2000~-2001, the Department proposes
to provide financial assistance to 500 handicapped persons,
200 destitute women and 6790 old aged pensioners. 1,47,59%
persons and 1,17,237 beneficiaries under Nutrition and Mid=-
day Meal Programme respectively are proposed to be maintained.

(x) Spil & wWater Conservation Department : The Depart-
ment covers 31 hectares for plantation of large cardamom, 20
hectares for arecanut plantation and 19 hectares for rubber
plantation. The existing 164 hectares of coffee plantation,’
5 hectares of large cardamom plantation and 40 hectares of
Rubber Plantation are also maintained. The Department also
distributed 26 quintals of coffee seceds to farmers and cash
Crop nurseries are raised in 8 Territotial Divisions and

65 families have been settled into permanent cultivation.

During 2000 - 2001, the Department proposes to
create cash crop and spices development, camh crop Nursery
and Mixed Nursery at eight functional divisions covering
. an area of 400 hectares. Construction of water harvesting
structure and dug out ponds are akso proposed to prevent
plants against dry season. Importance will be given to
watershed management, road construction, input survey and
soil Conservation Engineering works. More nurseries are
going to be raised and at least 80 families are to be set-—
tled into permanent cultivation. ~

(x1i) Transport Department : During the current year,
the Department has improved and renovated Booking Station
at Aizawl, Serchhip, Vairengte, Champhai, Lunglei and Tla-
bung. The Depot—cum—Workshop at Chaltlang is also improved
to meet the ever increasing demand for maintenance of the
bus fleet. It is also expected to augment the existing
fleet by adding seven new buses.

, In the next year of 2000-2001, it is proposed
to purchase 10 new buses. Central Workshop at Hlimen and
Chaltlang workshop will be improved by way of purchasing
more tools and equipments. The Department also propose to
acquire land and construct thereon offices of District
Transport at Kolasibt and lawngtlai. Driving Training
School at Aizawl is also expected to be established du-
ring the year,
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(xidi) Tourism Department : During 1999-2000, improve-
ment of internal roads at Tamdil has been done. Site pre-
paration, approach road, electrification and land develop-
ment have als0O been taken up in variocus tourist centres.,

During the next financial year of 2000-2001, the
Department will take up a multi storied new Tourist Lodge
Quilding at Chaltlang, Aizawl. It is also proposed to com—-
mission Tourist Cottages at Tamdil, Tourist Luaée at Khaw-
bung, Tourist Complex at Lengpuil and Tourist Lodge at Beraw-
tlang which will provide additional 24 Rooms with 90 beds
for the Tourists.

(x4idid) Fisheries Department : During 1999-2000, the
Department released 45 lakhs quality fish seeds in major
rivers and distributed additional 25 lakhs seeds on sub-
sidy to the farmers. Training in pisciculture technology
was imparted to 300 fish farmers, Six cemented nurseries
at Tamdil and four rearing tanKS"athawlnuam are constructed.

During 2000-2001, it is proposed to take up sys-—
tematic development of ererlne fisheries in Mizoram. More
~emphasis will be given on research and awareness campaigne
It is also proposed to cover 92 hectares under pisciculture
and alsc to provide transport and cold storage facilities
to fish farmers at Kolasib and Bawngkawn for marketing
their products.,

(xiv) Local Administration Department : During the
current yeaf of 1999~-2000, composite cash loan to 1796
Government employees of various categories and public
housing loan to 624 families are being ’given. Under the
Tenth Finance Commission award, the department has com—
pleted construction of 60 Village -Council Houses and 50
Village Markets in varicus places. The Department has also
completed construction of Sanltatlun Office at Sikulpuikawn,
Adzawl,

The Department received sanction of Rs.38.50 lakhs
from Housing .and Urban Development Corporation (RUDCO) for
urban slum area development and rural model village. This
allotment is received as grant from HUDCO as a commemora-
tion of India's 50th year of Independence. Constructions
of market buildings at various selected places have also
been initiated under the Non~lapsable Pool kf Central '
Resources.

(xv) Trade & Commerce Department : During 1999-
2000, construction of market buildings at Bawngkawn, Val-
rengte and Khawzawl are completed. Regional Offices are
opened at Champhai and Lunglei. The Department has suc-—
cessfully organised murlvuzn) of gingers, potatoes and
also- Hrocured Tung; seeds turoufh Mizoram Agriculture Mar—
keting Corpcoration. Creztion of marxetlnd facilities anc
avenues for marketing or Tung seeds and its oil products
in India and abrcad is eing explored. Greater cmphasis
will be laid on Develcpumernc ““Ogramme of border trade with
Myanmar and Banglacesh,
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(xvi) Higher & Tuulhlbul EuUCdthn D‘partment :
During 1995-2000, Fcst Natric Schnolarship has been given
to 13413 students alu reszarciy fellowship are pgiven to
11 students. Also incentive cash award are given to suc—
cessful candidates in the Preliminary and Main Exemina-—
tions of All India Service COiUet-ter Examiration. Con-
struction of Science Block ut,gunglel Government College
and Boys Hostel at Luangruzl are being completed. It will
also give priority to technical and science education to
cope wp with the pace of fast advancing modern world. The
establishment of Central Unlversity in Mizoram have been
approved by the Govt. of India, A sum of Rs.25 crores was
also announced by the proposed University. Constructions
of Mizoram Hindi Tralnan College Complex and Women Poly-
technic buildings at Durtlang are being started. Con-
struction of College of Teachers*ITaining Education at
Aizawl is also being started. Directorate building has also
been commissioned.

(xvii) School Education Department : The Department's
efforts through its Formal Educational Institutions and
Adult Literacy drives has achieved 95 percent literacy .
which is now the highest in the country. Activities will
be intensified by .the Department towards achieving total
‘literacy. During 1999-2000, the Department supplied text
books and uniforms to poor students free of cost. Concrete
steps have been taken up for construction and improvenent
of a large number of school building during 2000-2001.

(xviidi) Animal Husbandry & Veterlnary Department :
During 1999-2000, a total of 750 Piglets of pure exotic
blood are sold for breeding purposes to the Farmers. In
order to improve Piggery production and Dairy Farming,
the Department imported 120 Piglets and 20 Calves from
Australia for Foundation Stock and then distributed to
the Local Farmers. A dairy plant with a capacity of 10000
litres per day at Aizawl is being commissioned shortly,
another plant with a capacity of 5000 litres per day at
Lunglei will also be set up shortly. Construction of Di-

rectorate building is also completed and become function—
al,

During 2000-2C01, the Department proposes to
establish Modern Animel Feed Plants with production ca-—
pacity of 50 Metric tons per day and also implement In-
tegrated Piggery Development Project.

(xix) Rural Development Denartment : The Department is
implementing poverty alleviation programme under IAY, EAS
and JGSY and the acihifevements during the current year are
~construction of 831 acuses, aeneratlon of 4.44 lakhs and
2.86 lakhs mandzys. f&jDCbulejy. Under social education,
construction &f Saikuti Hall at Lunglei and 30 Community
Halls at various places in Mizoram are taken up. Under
Rural Housing scheme, 6770 Rural Poor Families will be
provided rcofing materials.
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(xx) Police Department ¢ Under the schemes of modern-—
isation of Police, Central assistance of Rs.21.95 lakhs
have been received for purchase of sophisticated equipments
and weapons. The proposal for raising additional IR Batta-
llion have alsc been approved. Police Housing Scheme has
been taken up under Annual Plan to raise the existing sa-
tisfaction level. Besides, a number of vehicles, communil-—-
cation equipments Arms and Ammunitions have been received.
from Government of India under Special Moderndsation Scheme.
Efforts are on to upgrade the capacity of the State Police
Force by providing better training facilities.

(xxi) Printing & Stationeries Department : During 1999
=2000 construction of 8 units of staff quarters at Aizawl
have been taken up and it is expected to complete the works
within 2000-2001. 2 new Districts Offices at Champhai and
Kolasib have been opened. :

(xxii) Environment & Forest Department : The Department
has created an area of 4200 hectares for raising of plan-
tation and maintained an area of 7100 hectares of existing
plantation. The department has raised adequate stock of
nursery for planting requirement of 4420 hectares under
different afforestation scheme. Normal protection, pre-
servation and development of Wildlife are taken up ih Dampa,
Murlen, Ngengpui, Phawngpui, Khawnglung and Lengteng. Eco-
nomic development works in the peripheral areas are also
taken up to provide food and employment security to the
people.

A special programme of Green Mizoram 1999 was
organised with great success, Government Employees, mem—
bers of Non-Government Organisations and students actively
participated in planting of different species of trees
throughout the State and 99,108 tree seedling have been -
planted under this programme. Extensive drive is being
carried out to prevent jungle fire.

During 2000-2001 the Department proposes to
establish Bamboo and Rattan Research Institute, Orchid
Research Centre at Berawtlang, Ethno-Botaniecal Garden in
Mizoram and Millennium Park at Reiek.

(xxiii)  Sericulture Department : During 1999-2000, the
Department producecd 500 kg of raw silk, 100 quilts and
480 metres of silk fabrics. Mulberry plantation has also
been taken up covering 600 acres of land.

During 2000-2001, the Department proposes to
produce 400 quilts, 1000 metres of silk fabrics and 31
quintal of raw silk. It is also proposed to impart train-
ing to 150 farmers and 17 buildings are also proposed for
constyruction.
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(xxiv) Science & Technology : It is expected to com-
plete Integrafted Mission for sustainable development pro-—
ject of Aizawl District using satelite remote sensing tech-—
nology. Installation of 90 Kilo-Watt Low Head Micro-turbine
project having 50 kilo-watt capacity has been completed. It
is also proposed to establish Planetarium for recreationail
and educational purpose,

(xxv) Economics & Statistics Department : During 1999
—2000, the Department published 12 series of monthly price
bulletin and-annual report of registration of births and
deaths. It has also carried out Natlonal Sample Survey and
State 1ncome estimation.

(xxvi)  Law & Judicial Department : The Department has
completed construction of High Court building at Aizawl and
construction of District Council Court at Aizawl and sub-
ordinate District Council Courts at Lunglel and Saiha are
nearing completion. .

During 2000-2001, the Department proposes to set
up consumers dispute redressal agencies in all the 5 new
districts.

(xxvii) Art & Culture Department _: :During 1999-2000
the Department organised various cultural programmes and
also participated in various Inter-=State Cultural meets.
The Department also organised various competitions, semi-

nar, symposium and art exhibition to promote Mizo culture.

(xxviii) Information & Public Relations Department : ' The
Department participated in. the Republlc Day Celebration in
New Delhi by putting up Mizoram Tableau this year and dis-—
played the concept of signing of. thie historic Mizo peace
accord which heralded an era of peaceful atmosphere followed
by accelerated developmental activities.

The Department is also. poised to catch up the
development of information technology with the rest of the
world by opening websidie for Mizoram on the internet and
thereby exposing Mizoram for the global audiences.

(xxix) - Labour & Employment Department : During 1999
-2000, the department established District Employment Ex-=
change offices at Champhai, Kolasib and Lawngtlai..

During 2000-2001, the Department proposes to
establish two more Industrial Training Institutes (ITI)
and a scheme of modernisation of ITI at AlZqu will also
be taken up.

(xxx) Prisons Depertment : During 1999-~2000, construc-—
tion of 12 quarters and 5 un.LtQ of barracks have been com-
pleted. During 2000--2001, construction of 28 staff quar-
ters, 5 units of barracks and establishment of Jjails in
new district headgquarters will be taken up.
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(xxx1) Administrative Training Institute : The Insti-
tute has conducted 25 batches of training programmes for
various categories of Government official during this year
and also propose to conduct 32 more training programme in
2000~2001, Upgradation and improvement of the Institute is
also completed.

(xxxii) Land Revenue & Settlement Department : During
1999-2000, computerisation of land records has been initiated.
A total of 2000 hectares cadastral survey covering 15 towns
and 3000 survey stations work was completed. Construction

Of 3 village level land record room cum staff quarter within
Mamit district is also completed,

: During 2000-2001, it is proposed to allot 2000
plots of land to the poor and landless families at various
convenient locations within towns and sub-town areas., For
strengthening district level functionaries, construction

of record rooms at Serchhip, Mamit and Aizawl are proposed.
Refresher Course Training for in-service technical personnel
is also proposed. .

(xxxiii) Cooperation Department : Under this Department
there are 10 States undertaking Apex Cooperative Institu—.
tions, 2900 sccieties are organised and registered at dif-
ferent levels. '

. During 2000-2001, the Department envisages im-
provemnet in the functioning of the existing different
State levels Cooperative Societies & Institutions and to
cover new areas by organising new Couperative Societlies.
It is also prouposed to install market complexes, godowns
and check gates at Tlabung, Marpara and Kanhmun border
townse. '

(xxiv) Sports & Youth Services Department : The Depart-
ment continued to lay emphasis on promotion of various sport
activities, 2 new district offices have been opened at Cham-—
phai and Kolasib. Inspite of inadequate infrastructural fa-
cilities in the field of sports and youth services, the Mi-
20 youth in different national and State level champion=-
ships, organised during this year, bagged a number of me-
dals, The proposal of the Department for infrastructural
development projects have been approved by Union Minister

of State for Youth Affairs and Sport during his recent vi-
sit to Mizoram. The approved proposals include 100 bedded
sport hostel at Aizawl and Lunglei and special new Games
Centre at Lunglei,

(xxxv) Autonomous District Council : The total final
annual plan allocation to the 3 Autonomous District Coun-—
cils this year is Rs,1763 lokhs. During 1999-2000, the 3
district councils could complete various important works
like 116 RCC water tanks, 64 Rain wWater Harvesting Scheme,
55 kms Jjeep road, 2 kms truck road, improvement and main-
tenance of inter=village path, and hill terracing of 25
hectares. Construction of 10 buildings also completed,
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1086 0ld aged pensioners and 170 handicapped persons were
given financial assistance. And under housing scheme, 1070
shelterless poor families were given financial assistance.

(xxxvi) Others :

The Taxation Department has expanded their net-—
work and opened offices at Champhai and Kolasib during
this year and with the introduction of local sales Tax
. on a few item of notified goods, it is expected that the

‘revenue collection under this Department will be improved
substantially.

The Excise Department alsoc continued their efforts
to prevent illegal trafficking of drugs and other contraband
items. More than 700 drug traffickers were nabbed and huge
quantities of intoxicating drugs were seized during the
last one year, The Excise Forces have alsO been posted at
Champhai, Serchhip, Kolasib and Vairengte to enforce the
Prohibition Law and the drug laws.

I am happy to inform the Honourable Members that
the Guest House at Vellore has been inaugurated in Februa-
ry, 2000 and has become functional, providing much needed
relief to the patients and their attendants from Mizoram.
We also have been allotted a good plot of land by the Go-
vernment of India in Vasant Vihar, New Delhi for construc-
tion of additional Mizoram House. Effort is on for securing
plot of land at Imphal for contruction of Mizoram House.
Necessary steps are also taken to establish Mizoram Houses
in Bangalore and Mumbai.

To relieve heavy work load at Aizawl Treasury
and for the benefit of the public, a new Treasury at Aizawl
was opened during this year and also the Sub-Treasuries at
Mamit and Champhai are also upgraded to full-fledged Dis=—
trict Treasuries.,

REVISED ESTIMATE FOR +*1999 - 2000

1. The year 1999 - 2000 was opened with a deficit
of Rs.145.44 crores and as per Revised Estimates the cur-
rent year is estimated to close with a negative balance
0f Rs.245.37 crores. The deficit during the year itself
1s RS.99.93 crores. As I had already mentioned in the
beginning, the reasons for this wide gap are mainly due
to Revision of pay and pension of Government employees,
upward revision of wages of casual employees and revision
of salary and other entitlements of the Honourable Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly.

12 In the past few years we used to avail the fa-

cility of diversion of Plan Fund for meeting non-plan
deficit gap as permissible under the norms set by the
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Planning Commission. Fowover, during the current year no
such diversion is made. On the cother hand, efforts have
been made to reduce non-developmental expenditure under
Non-Plan which have been fulfilled to a certain extent.
But due to additional fincrcizl burden stated above, the
restriction imposed urnder rnon—plan expenditure and other
various economy measures could noet offset the negetive
balance.

13 As we are 2ll aware, we are almost entirely de-—
pendant on Central Government as our State own resources is
still vgry minimal, Being a full fledged State, Mizoram can
no longgr maintain this trend for long. It is now felt
extremely necessary tc strengthen our resourcae base. As a
humble beginning Sale Tax has been re—introduced and user
charges on power and water have also been raised which will
fetch additional income of--about Rs.8 crores per years.
These measures having been implemented very recently, the
additional resources during the current year will be neg-—
ligible. The positive impact of these measurgs will be felt
enly from the next year. Therefore, no new tax measures
;are proposed in the budget for 2000-2001.

BUDGET‘ESTIMATES FOR 2000 =~ 2001

14, . Agcording to the Budget Estimates for 2000-2001,
the estimated opening deficit is to the. order of Rs,245.
37 crores which seems unmanageable for a small State like
- Mizorame We may be aware that devolution of funds from
Central Government for the year 2000-2001 will be covered
by the recommendation of the Eleventh Finance Commission.
The Eleventh Finance Commission is expected to qubmit its
reports and recommgndation shortly. In the usual menner,
it is expected that the Eleventh Finance Commission re=
commendation will proyide gap grant and the quan—tum of
devcolution under share of taxes will also be increased
sufficiently to meet the additional requirement on salary
related expenditure which sgre incorporated in the estimated
expenditure without any corresponding receipt in the bud-
get for 2000-2001.

15. At the game time, the efforts of the State Go=
vernment for mobilising Additional Resources willl have
positive effect to a certain extent on the State finances.

But a small State like Mizoram with a population of not

even a million is not in a position to0 generate substantial
amount to offset the negative position of the State finances.
It is, therefore, imperative that reduction of non-developmen-—
tal expenditure and adoption of economy and austerity mea-
sures are ways of improving the position of State finances.

16 - In spite of the financial problems, the manage-—
ment of the State Finance has drawn the positive attention
of the Central Government. This yesulted in flow of addi-
tional financial assistance from the Central Government
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for taking up a number of developmental schemes outside
the Annual Plan like funds—flow from Non-lapsable Pool
of Central Resources, from various Central Sector Plans
and from other Centrally Sponsored Schemes,

17, Therefore, the Annual Financial Statement
2000~-2001 and other budget documents are now laid before
this august House, As already stated in the beginning,
I am seeking "Vote on Account" for the month of April,
2000 and I also seek the approval of the Budget for the
fiscal year 2000-2001,

18, Sir, I would like to thank all the Honourable
Members of this august House for giving me patient hearing
and before I conclude my speech I would like to call upon
the Honourable Members to bestow-their well considered
thoughts on various proposals and programmes made in the
next year. Budget Estimates and favour this august Houwe

- with the benefit of their wisdom, valuable ideas, expe-
riences and positive advice,

19, With these words, I commend the Supplementary
Demand for 1999-2000, Vote on Account for April, 2000 and
the Budget for 2000-2001 for con51derat10n and approval
of thls House., Thank you, : B S

4

SPEAKER : A copy te kha Member te hnenah
sem nisela, Nikum khan Member
thenkhat te'n Speaker in to

~ deuh a market-a a lei emaw kha
in lo tipalh a, Hei Budget bu khungna bag te hi Finance

Department in remchang atana an lei anih kha. :

7th March, Monday atangin sawiho

ani ang a, Naktuk ni 22,3.2000 dar 10:00 A.,M. atangin
sitting kan chhunzawn léh ang. '

Sitting adjourned
at 11:10 AM.
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